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tlENEtUL INTRODUCTIUN 
/. Ovr Builtidi iiurf litilkil-CoUcetor*. 

1 Jitii yliitd U» ^ly UiAt lliL* litilludH pubtisljGfl l>j' tho 

CakuLt;i Univorsity Iiuvg elicited. Hppre«‘intifHi frym ftMiny 
<1ttiiiiiguitsUo<1 uriunudisis aiiJ twholcirs of turope- Home 
of Uu' ojiiiTioiiir will Ih* fiiionl uKotwi ill ill*' AppvuJiii.. 
AhogGlIicr :^4 HolUidB loive l«cn jiiililishGiJ of wfjirti llnr 
finjl volume t'Outiiititj ]U, llii' 12, uutl tJiO lliird 

(the prcseiiL one) 12, Tht- finl Influ coinpniicd in tlr(!<«: 
three votmm^ ani>: 11) Mahuu llbe yifwy Miiluii 

(the inie wile). 13) CliiimlmvMi (the wiinHy dmighUT of 

lisiri^hi IW), (4J Kamilla (Ihe iitiiieniHufTcrer), (S) Detvati 

lihiibm* (thp cniel tyrniit), (<») R'KH 

wjiB refofuifitl), (7> UiiimvHli ftlic l>eliolhetl imiifleny. (P) 
Kanka-oLila (lUr loving emiiile), *9) Kninlreklin (the 
haiiitflioiJ girl), (tO) Uewnihf Miidinii Itliv luOy killinJ hj 
love), (11) l>liiH»lr I’Sili (llti* wii,.fM'i.iiiujflwi). iiaj Miihiwil 
Baodliu (Ihu liertltninix-lovef). (131 Kiniclwiirnuln (lh« 
lirhie ol n I'Uiii baby), (it) Siviili (ihr iciiipM I'Oe), 
Hhclua (tlic kuiotifulime), (Hi) Ham Kttiimlj I>evi (Lht 
(jinysti vvbo conrtoii a iragio ik'ttlli), '1T> Maiiik Tara (Utr 
mlvciitufooa *Juroer of a young Jacoil), (l8) fciiatal Itisiir* 

wclioiit mlitjor), (20) fsha Khan (Ihe 

Dewiai of Jimgai Bari)* (iil) fitiral Jamal ami Adlina (ft 
lovR-iftle ami tragedy), (22) Firoj Kiiari (the deuvx-mUut of 
t-ihii Klmn), (23) Mnujiirma (the ivifc ol an old iiuaok), 
(*34) Kafon ('hora (llie coffin-itrakr), (25) Bhclua (the 
true wife of Amir the mcrehanl), (2ft) Bali Kbeda (tlie 
caintirt of clepliniiU). (27) Ayaiia liibi (the (orsmkeii lady). 
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Kaiual (thft unhappy lum-lmiitj, (20) Sbyjini Ray (the 
Wr of a Dtiiii girl). (30) t'iinntlhnri'B Lnrai (the fipbl 
lictween the Chaudliurb). fSlMjcjpini Kirtiin (the Uile c( 

KriBhrw's cJirJy Jife), (32) SuiA-taiwyttr Bildj. (the fiimeiit of 
llic daughter of Shcilia 8uja), (33) Bwa Tirther KahUa (thi 
hy of Oic twelve shrirven), (31) Manipurer Lurai (the fight 
at Manipur), By far Ihu bc«t ones of ihe^e were 
cxjllectcd by Bahu Cbandrakiimar Dev of the vifbge Aithar 
lit the District ol Myinensingh (P. O. Kenduii). ft is from 
him (hat we fiavp got ' MahiiB,* ' Maliia/ ’ Katnab.* 
Dbop&r I^lb, ' newaiifi \fitdini'i|' * tlie Rerdsmiiii l*ovcf/ 

' Kanka-o-Lila/ ' t-hHndravQti,"8hyaai Ray,’ m fact* 
best of the Ballads j'ut oollccted. He has lieaides given us 
numerous Bailadh of hiicobler poetic merit eueb as ' Dowan 
Ishft Kbaii, * Fifioi! Baba/ 'Alai Dulal ' and otlle^^^, which 
are, however.'redecToed by a wealth of biatancal referenocs 
which make up for their mediocrity as lyrical poetry. 

Bnhii (lhandrakumar’s health has been shattered by his 
excessive work, hut still ho is carrying on with uuiuitjgated 
»eal tlic task of recovering tlie'ic rural souga of his district. 
If ivill be, I preeutne to say, u bare act of justice it wc 
release him froni further obligations as a servant of the 
Dniveraity. turning the sihbJI pittance that he draws into 
R life pension. He has already done a great work to 
desene this favour. And I iim sure whether niy suggeation 
!» complied with ur not, he will pursue his work in the 
held til Ballads till the end of Jiis life, »» it i« a lulwnr 
which ny)uirS9 no otiier iuccntivx: on hts pari itiau his own 
inspired devotion and love for the work, 

'rtic other Baliad-eolleetors appointed by the f'niversity 
have also given ti good account of their work, uml the tiitiiie 
of lute Babu Bchorilal Roy should !» thankfully mentionci! 
in this ooniiectioti. He died, so to apeak, in harness. 
Three doys before he died, he had sent mo tlie incoinpleie 
Ballad of ’MmiikTant' (‘ The adveidums of u ymn- 
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daooit') pubUabed in tbe se<^o&d volume. It is a Ballad oi 
unique iulere&l and th«^picture of thudumestic lift of Bengal 
that it gives combines romanee witb realistic scenes futJ 
ckf vivid imageriea4 Unfortutiately, in apilc of my 
utmost efforts, I have not been nbla to get the entire Ballad, 
but I bave no reason to despair and give up my pursuit. 
This Ballad dettb with iueidenta ailsgcd to have occurred in 
Doah-Kalianiya and its adj&ccnt localities in the Buhdtvisiou 
of Jamslpur in Mymensrngh, und I hsi'e appointed Bomie 
earnest workers to try their beat to recover the mlaaiog 
cantos from those places. Of the rest of the Ballad- 
oo! lectors Babu Aahntoah Choadburt's work deserves bv 
far the most prominent notice, Re is an eulhusiast in ti» 
cauae, and some of the Ballads oolleeted by him, are of 
high value and are almost on a par with Cbandrakiimar'a 
collections. Aabu Unhu is a born researcher in the field 
he has chosen, and writes a commendably elegant and racy 
Bengali atvJe. He has oue gualiflcatioti which Chandra* 
bumur does not possess, m,, a robust and sound health. 
Be is not afrutd of storia, rain or any other inctemeaciea of 
weather and La ready to face any difficulty in hie way. 

2. Coimmon SvbjecU treated tti the Betffods. 

There are some familiar incidents in many of the Ballads 
which are a. common poetical legacy to their authors. In 
some case!! the acoountii of these incidents are given in 
certain set and stereotyped estpreasiona, oununon to many 
of the Ballads, Eaeli poet when dealing with an episode 
, , of the nature uses these aet uhruses. ao 

AblluriUtD tf WtHD^Dtl . * 

that we find them repeated in a number 
of Bnllads. The forcible abductiorr of women by ruffians 
may be traced in India from a pre-hietoric period,—from the 
time when the oiatiHir of Bhretaketo was dragged away by 
an outsider in tbe preBeocc of hia father. The tot of Sita 
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hfts been BL:ired by her slaters in this conntry from the 
Satya Vuga down l(> this Iron-Age of oura. In Ibo hnt 
volume of Bsllada we find M&hua and Son&i, in the second 
Tolunie BheluUt in the third the Dom ^irJt Shtampmuls 
nod Chandra-kala slxiucted hy proBigsU; yoiingimin of 
aristocmtic families. In the second volunju SnjaU the 
beatilLful bride of Dbj.hadhar is carried away by Meghnn 
the merchiuit. We have got many semps of songs in 
which unforturriite Hindu girls fa men I their lot while in 
the grip of Burmese and Ponuguese pirates. In the 
Bengali tecenBiona of tlw Mahabharai^ ChintA the faithfiil 
wife of Bsja 8ribat3a, falls into the clolchea of a mercbanl. 
In the genealogical records of tlie Brahmina inatantcs of 
such abdiii'tions are plentiful, It is thus a conmioii siiua- 
lltm described by many of the BaHad-maWers, hence the 
occotinls given of them generally agree in language. Ttiese 
abdoctinns after a loll of half a century of peaceful Britiah 
rule, have reappeared with a redoubled intensity owin|^ 
to coTOtnutml ill-feelings, and we hope that the Paraiiioiint 
Power which now rules the country,—which ooutd eend 
that lion of a man ^^apoleon to exile Lu St. Helena, 
humiliate the pride of the great Kaiser,—which juBtly takea 
pride in tlw title of " Lord ol the Waves," and in whose 
Empire the sun tisvur BOto,—will be able to cope with tlie 
situation and save the poor Hindu girls from ibis Dge-tcng 
traditiotuil oppression. 

But to revert to our topic, tlicre arc set phrases in these 
ballads for other incident also which have forniGd the 
themes of many a Ballad. As the bathing-ghat of a pond 
or a river practically gives an outsider the only opportunity 
of meeting a girl of a Hindu or Moslem family, it is quite 
natural that the place becomes often the meeting-grouDd 
of lovers. Bite is wooed and courted 
TSt fouod there all alone. In the first 

volume of Ballade, OhandrsTutl aud Jayehandiit meet at 
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tlifi bathing-ghat of isutia at tlie village Painair (I’t. n, 

(», y?). SonAi fltitl liL*r priiicety lover meet on the hank of 
a nver dose by her nmive village (Pt. TI, p. Ch&nd- 

binode and Matoa ace cncU other lor the firiit time at tiie 
buthing'ghat of ii t>on(1 nt tlie village ol Anilia tPt. It, 
p. 1)7). The washtT-Tiinideo Kanchan ami her kivor the 
pritire, meet at tin? bothnig-ghat mf n |xind In tho tlallnd 
of lUmpnf Path O'uU H, Pl.ll,p. Isha Khan iiml 
Subhadra (riountooni) exchange their hive-gliiiiciHt im llie 
iHiwiti of the Pflilmo at S>ripur, uhen Isha Khanwtwon 
hoonl h)B TOngnifirent * Ktislifi' atiil the primts-* wan bath¬ 
ing in thill noble river (Vol. TI, t'(. ft, [v tii'iTj. In ihe 
Ballad of Santi, her hnybiiml KiUan Sadagar puU her 
fidelity tw II teat by liin pcrsisleni lemptafiotiii ttuulncieil 
through all the months iJ \t yTnr at Hie bolhing-gliat of a 
public ptrod iPt. fl. p I'it) \\> lutvi-ngnin aiicli meei 
inga iu the Fiulhds of Shyam Ray. Ayana Bibi and 
Maniurtna in the ibirtl volume, rthj'am Rrty% tltrmigh lUt* 
window of his pafaec, observes the Dorn girl bathing and is 
liver head and ears ii> kivc fVoL m. Pi. I, p. The 

uicrrhftiu Uijat i? fascinnted by the timid gliinii'* -it Ayana 
Bib) when she ia retomitig from the bMthing-gh»i to her 
home iVol, m, Pt. 1^ p. l ll'd. Manjurma and Hassan 
play Ifioir love ntimurs at the butliniy-ghat of a avail- 
mg theniMjlvee of llic ubonce of Munir the villiiiieM^iiai-k. 

The tempiotiouE iifTered bjf mi iiinnider for -vdiiriniij of 
women bare nho n rpl phroKmlogy, and 
titany ■liliiarmwv uf tliia kind the rrndiw 
will In; struck by a simituriiy of deaeriplmii. In nirpst msesi 
sudi temptiitinnii do not wirigh with thi- honMii- -d ibi- 

I}:il1.id‘ ^t'ho me flonerally too ti'gh f" ytt'hl tti. iiHutv- 
inents of filthy Uk'ic. Thir leinpung -nlilie^ n( Miv istiiicliof. 
eiu> uipri'han'. in Mahwa tVnI. I. Pt M. pp of 

tht Kan lo Malua -p of lU'wjiii Jahangir to llu' 

Inner rp. l<i*. of 111.' mi'fehiml Bhola to Bhclua fVo!. Ill, 

n 
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Pt. 1, p. m)) am] of Kiai Munaft to ficr, all run on tUe 

sauis luifis. Tliough (l!<! sitjatiuiisnit! ilip sonii*, and tfa« 
ttnnptHfions liold out vi!iv the jn which 

the wutuctt fijccivt ihetu differed m each c^bc. Mahua 
not atiB^ver a »jH3«ch by a ap,-ecl. hut nprinp on 
enipiei' with the ferocity of „ Ugress. MaJua’s ^jncsin- 
jke ra^e htirefs fortu Jl « ^lovt nf {XteUc hinguiigc in which 
her lorn for lior Im^hnni) i,inj,jf«,ts itself m a rtpM aimirn 

of iJowery ijuagery and iti nn elotimint iloiv of felicitous 
eyprcssiirtia. 


The lover's scarcfi for the bcloveil one. lust or aLdiicled 
forms miotiier CQiiimcin theme. P.Njr Mznfp, the Mahiaha! 
Bandhu nnti Nader Chand, wlien seputated from tfteir 
wmsorti. address inauirnam Nnlnre, eiuiiiinng about tha 
toai Odea, To all thin, „ol only are tJic situations the twme 

A W* ifrtw, aft? flitnilnr. Tina 

putTiciilar phusc of a lover'a irtmce and 
Jainei.li nifiy be tmeed from the time of the Raninvana 
wheio Kan, a search for Sifo produces an inteu.dy 
pathet.c intcoPst - the t.Ws, the rivers, if« hiJls and 
nru ets were uddres.ed by the Imor in . tnmee and lha 
whole Natd„. U> i^sp^nd to the appeal of tlic hem. 

The toxtiie work of Bengnl and its have been 

s«lJi oi ncDfti, ^ source of her aitiatic fame all over tin* 

,j ,, . ^o®«neiiioEeatiti<)iiity Wc find in 

the Maynnnjflti songs, an uccoimt of the varitma druses then 
III vogue when Adunn tlic prlm^sR brings nut from lier 

cl....t d kind, f™„ >vid,u 2 l.«d raaki . 

«lnH..,.. Sl» to, put, uuu„,„„j 
r-kl„ ™u- f„„„d. TI.U puu. „l,|,.. ~ 

r.„r.«n.„ „h,„H „„,1 f 

mJkc-. I |,M tomlun* a variou „I «,■!„ 

<d ™„I,T »l arl„t.,. topiira,. |„ap,„* , ,1,^- ,, 

IT’. “ ':' » .h« 

,n II,P lran.pa„ni i,,,. 
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NUnmbari inti‘i'W»vpn Hilh liglil iihie tlin>jDiia, ftbo^'iitg 
Jn th(* fitll glory (lie t otiiur of ihe Jniitna, (be 
Udaitara or ‘ tbi* tnnruing''jatar ' anJ ibr Megba-dumboor 
or ' llie fragmutiU of cTouilti' itiid tunny Siiich are ile^ribctl. 
Wbat u'tt ftuil ti) Lbi; Mnyuiiijiati songs in resjHret of thene 
mffi* w «e<! n^^pcaied in tbr MnitnsliH-nifitigal Kobya by 
<Tagiijjil)an lihosbnl (Typicat tjelectiona. Part 1, p 2Sdl, and 
also ill aevemi Rallaili; whirb have nol yet l>ceu |jitbljiibccl. 
Pcrlijtpif the most grnphie aud iirtintk acconik of a ladj'i^ 
toilet in rich ajidarietoerutic ItmiiUes occurs in tbeGuviuda 
Mangal by duiltiiiimtlaii {Typical Sekirtiona, Part fl, 
pp. Pil>l .l>5K 

PerilapK Bengal and Oriasii oire (heir arltfilie mntiipula- 
(ioiiii uf tlia bair forming into toots and 

Utkiti^ji uf tie buj- . . _ , r I - i II 

chignons of venous fasluons, U> the 

Tiltctf^Burman races in the Xorth. A wry superb dcaorip- 
tioii of uiiiitifrdil orriingeaientii of the long and curly bair 
of women in whkb it is (uadc to imitate acenuft from 
human sociciv and aniDial^lifc is found in the Mavnamati 

■ 9 

songs. SueJj descriptions are foimd repented in some of 
tbe Ballads wbidi arc rescr^'cil tor pubiicatjou in the fourth 
volume of Ibis work. 

description of sbipi^ is to be found in profusion in our 
old poetry. Tbe ' Mdnaaka-niangal * and 
' '^*** the ' Cbnniii'inatigal ' poems give nnmer- 
oua pieturcai|iie aceo 1 lDt-^ of LliesG. lJufortunately the sea 
voyage was nireiidy forbidden vrlieii Lije heat of these poema 
were written The poets often dcjwnded on old traditions 
nnd fanciful storied related by ihe old men and women of 
the coumry- aide. Their n jiringination also found n 
full play in iliH imitter and the result was that in most 
cases lhes<‘ dcseriptionit wore citsggeraleil Wyond nil 
mcasiiri'.« und furls and ilclioii ttruggled for exptvscititi ** in 
a fantoatie ntHfe.” Bnng^idiiB, the }it>!:1 d Mana»ha> 
manguJ Kiibya who lluoiiatii'it m the Biih century, is on« 


CtENEKAL LNTaODUCTlOS 


JKti 

of tUc few wlio huve given us nome teliabli* aocouQt?^ of 
sen vojagcfi. The* remediea ad^ipted li.V tlic ir» plain to save 
the ship from capKiicing duTiog furioas atorms in tlic eea 

nod also from attacks by Intgc sea- monsters have been totd 
by mutiy a poet in a lanoiful style vvliicli wo lira not iaotio' 
cd to credit. The cargo ii> oftiirt flescritjed in ileiail hut 
then? is also ftii eltimoiiT of fiction in tbis. ITuntrasted with 
the cliiceical poein^, the RoIIoiIr have lim «]ie(;U!ity that 
they give hh fiist-liimil ol'rscrYntions and cxpericncce from 
life. The nauit^ <>( Ibe fourteen Kfai^iii ul Amit the 
merrbant, in the Ballad uf Bhelua and n {ull (Ka'auni of 
the cargo arv intGreiiitirig and do iip:U look like flciimi. 
It ia interesting to note that the llng-diip of lUa Moslems 
generally carried Lbe fi^oran and other tienpiiireH. The 
propsgntinn ol a ivligtmis crccil helped by n •'imirg 
iirmy und with the avowet) cibj(w;t, npparantly litiniileBS, of 
defending the faith, WiiA generiiliy tlh: [I li’H by winch the 
enterpriaers on Iht: ticep i-oininonird their [lgg^(^isiv>* 
aiioDh, eventiially re-^olting in the i'^tabTiahiiient ul simP' 
raignty overa hireign land, ThU no new feiUiira tit thr 
IMiliticitl bialory of the world. 

What 1 have written nlxive will, I hope, lie ^iiftlcteTil to 
sIkhv LhiiL ihe Uulhtd literatme in this country devciofted n 
net pliraMiology in reapci't ■»( oiirlaiii eominiitt mcitleni^, 
which wus gradnally inipinved oil by the snreerding gcncm- 
tiniiN id jiwni^ whu described theni. it !■* jio wonder, 
thervfotr, tbni tU‘ iTniJer ia rtrnclt, every now mut tlum, 
by eniuinuu e^ipressiiniKi atal sci phrswM uacd in lIu* Balhnla 
W'lir-ti the iihircssitd Ktliiiiliiiiin are ile^rllicil. 

,1 itird'if-Fpc rfeir o/ fJir CUarmrlAt* (feihvihrd 

lu the ffffffud,’ fl'ofa, I, il. III) 

At Eautcrti Bengal lialhidii have Itei-ii jirawTUieil by tin; 

Cfllcntia I’liiverBity ah testt for the M. A. 

feniil. CllHMlui ■ T 1' 1- ■ T 

Exiimiiiallon m mhan v emnenlai^, 1 
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should liew like to append some notes analysing tlie 
characters contained in them for the benefit of my students. 

I have already dealt with the Bidtject in tny Inlrodtiction to 
Vol I, Pt. J ; httl there my notiw l>as been rather short. 
The new volumes have Iwughi to light a variety of charac¬ 
ters. giving an opportunity for a critical study of tljem uii a 

Tlie feninle cUaraciers iu llnese Ballads arc by far the 
masi promincnl deserving u full analytLeal criticism. 1 
iim not, liowcver, going to take a considerable space and 
ahalt iwnfiiic myself to a notice of only IboM chujactera 
that have Bome etrikiog traits deserving a fitiler troatmonl 
than given in the prefatory notes. 

One ol the most important of the female characletB is 
Mohua(Vii|. I, Pt. II, pp. 1-411). She is unique iu this 
ftoiiflc ttint while poHSt'^aiug (he towering virtues of an ideal 
cliaracter, aba is not modelled nftcr Sita imd Savitri 
who have oflualiy inspired the poete of nui oouuuy in ilm 
conception ol lofty womanhood. She has « di«titict iiloiaj 
qf her own and ia w ithuiit « h' oiir literature, In her 

devotion to her chosen mate she is the ideui Rruinuin girl 

that eho is by birth. But in her resonrcefulnesa. in the 
quickness of her action and ennning. verging ou fero* 
ciousness, she plays the gipsy girl that phe was trained to 
be. lio Bengali maidBH, however true t* her lord, raultl do 
what site did in regard to the wicked tnerrhanl (Text, 
pp. 27-‘29). There she was wild like a tigress, and though 
her beauty wiis angelic, her glee was wilcli-liko when Rhp 
laughed in triumph over tlie murders she had committed 
(p. 28). Ho Bengali mnidcii could do what (*he did when 
confronting the tlireatB of the SnnnysRj (p. 52). h would be 
nhyskally imju>tisihh for a yuung Hiuigali girl of the 
fiitadrntvg elas^ to carry a sick un*i' on Imr ulmiilderH fur miles 
oDtl milw am liitlj 'nict« «» n'*' ''‘J (P- •' "" 

poubte lor 0 girl "I'" >'•'* *"”■ 
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itit sportii an^ play«. No Scngoli mattSeo could Hde m 
she lUd on tlie lODmqrabfc Dtghc of her flight (pp, 23-34^ 

Hftr irivi* for Nador Ghand kot>w on bounds, ft iit true, 
thill tliniigh n printitr he had redorcd himself to the eondi* 
rioti of fi jatcit for her aoiv tind ivatnJercd alHiut in for^sta, 
liceitlcsii of dnngcrs and of panga of liiinger ntid Ihiret for 
mtirty a day. Elm Mahua waa tin Icsa iiiIiieTahle ivitfiin ihe 
gf her rnoviiUaindiimie tCfiKnierl from her mate 
(pp. Llt-i20). Her suffer ingfl w«ro in (lo way iitse scute or 
tmgjc Lbnn thoae nf her lord, ihaugh aIh' was at her Imme 
and be n wanderer abroad, passing Lhrough the extreme 
freaka of our iropicaJ cliuiule. 

Why did ^he iioi, Imve the niirtody of her parents and 
juin Nader Chand at thf mafieif, la a <|i]i>9iioD w-liich natu- 
ttily iiriact in this rajM-. That is. 1 Hupptiso, due to her 
soJllesa love for our hem. However, Mrongly devoied 
to him, slie hail ru the Ijoginning no reaaon to trust 
in Nader Chan.d's ronstoncy. [«Fe for her might have hccn 
alter (tU a pas,■ting fancy with tUf ynitng tnrrt. Had she 
encouraged him more Lliun jlic Itnil (tone, he voitid probably 
Bud lumself irrotrjevahly Rtrimiled in life, Josiog nut only 
his social prestige bul lih great fortirm? hh weU^ when the 
tempomry fancy would have pai^sed aw'xy. and there waa 
every probability lor this. On the luviik of the KangSA, she 
even ndviiiori tive prince to return homo, m.arry a beautiful 
girl and Uvea loppy life (p, ^). ft wa$ only when Nader 
Ofaiuid was found to be a mmi of more aotid calibre thao 
ordiitary bvere of youthful age tliat she coat her fate uo* 
roKcrvedly with his, and folFotved him with the fidelity of 
a tiog tp. 23). 

Nader Chand yielded to his pASHion just like a Btntw 
rosigniitg itself to tbt; current. He wee carried by bis 
tmpuW and the good point about him wu that thf impulse 
wns not B fl>:etiiig thing with him hut u {Rvemanent tneea* 
live mail hie actio ua. Mahua's poaston for him was not 
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ft icbit less, but her rceouicefulness, tael and great presence 
of mind were cFerywbqre in evidence for tuiieling tfw exi- 
geneicfl of a life no full nf vidBsitudes. Tliis proves that 
as » teroine, she was superior to ber male, and the iwci 
used liim, as Dr, KramriBeii says, merely as a bachgroimd 
for showing the greatness of Mahua's charaoler by contrast. 
Though flbo sirikai us by iier wildness na. n momitain- 
girl, she tiL’vertheless iwawased in a pre-ciiiiite/it degree ihe 
quieter virtues of duniealic UTc that charnctvrist the true 
Hindu wife. In this short Ballad the pool pictures Iwsr off 
and on in t^arious arlistic [losea- Wo fliid trt*r im.-cping 
aloiMj when llw priucc wunted to eat rioe which she could 
not get for him rFest, p, 31,11. llf-ll). We find her 
vowing the offer of iw*o goots [it the alter of » gwhless for 
curing her iurd when a fisltlhine had stuck into his throat 
(T xt, p. 34), We find her again sitting by his side tender¬ 
ly caressing him, when Itn bad a headache f[>, 34, if. iii'l’i). 
When the prince goes to the market she whispers to his 
cars, her request to get for her a noae ornament ('J'cxt, p. 
34, I {. 13-14). Thus in points of tenderness and donleati- 
city she po^csscs all the grace and swcetriesB of ii wiuntry- 
girl, but wlh'ii lannl with Ji trial that lliroitens to aever her 
from the lord of her heart, abe is prepared lo do anything; 
riite is reaily for inurder, for suicide and fur telling lien 
Ip, 3i, II. 1&-16). This trail in her diarticlcr diatiiigtiishLii 
her from llw* genocal run of our horoiitcs, wi.o w’liitc 
showing pattiiive virtue'.:, MiiiictimL'.i of un extronrdmnry 
kind, are liiniid lackitig in aciire rcsonrcehilnijss, tact find 
witl'fnrec 

Though sJio Ic!) m iyve ot firs! sight tp. 7, ]. h), it 
ivas .m apprivintiiin of the qualittpf of Iwr lover's noble 
heart that air r^wt Of I her rimn limn hi;* ha'ulBOmc exterior, 
(p. -iQ. 11, 

When »hr had bet Nadar Chand on the banka of the 
TCangsa, she had at first resolved to commit suicide, 1>u| 
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latterly changed her mind as she bad not yci tried her best for 
j^eurclung him out. We do not find iter helplessly praytng 
to Clod for a Loon, wlien in dsoger, like moat of tbe hero* 
ines of our dussicai [locms. She trusted in her uwn action 
and imtil she hud done her utmost by way of )ieif>help, she 
would not leave the battlefield. 

i have imalysed her character at same length because, 
IS 1 have already said, there are certain elements in her 
wtiidi we do not find in any of the female choroctena in 
tliQ old Bengali poems, which mure or Ices repeat the time- 
lionoured story of Bitit in their sketches nf virtuous women. 
Tlic female characters there though possessed of individual 
cluiraclenstica, which are striking, am modeUed aft«r Uie 
great heroine of the immortal epic, 

MnloA (Vol, I, p. 11; pp. 48-dfj) is a majestic and a more 
riisplendent figure than Mahua, soariug in an atmosphere of 
uDGwerring fidelity, nod she approaches the Hindu Ideal of 
womanhood, not only in bar devotion to her husband, who, 
though possessed of a loving nature, in u mlsarobk weak¬ 
ling, but also in Iver tacit submission hi the inscrutable ways 
of Providence and meek resignation to social tyranny. Wbon 
a point of honour arises she ia imperious. Read her glowing 
oatbiirstof anger at the Kami's oderin contrast with Mahn&'s 
Etern ailenoe and resolutcnese in a similM situation, S^falua'a 
tragic end is lofty and apneada a halo of glory around her 
figure which looks like that of the goddess Dnrgaat the time 
of ib immersion in river, or of BiU, when she is carried 
off in tbe last scene by Mother Earth from ilus sublunary 
stage of ours. She is the type that is most admired in 
Hindu homes. Her constancy in love not only stood the 
test of all temptations and the sevoreat stings of purerty 
but, that of abandoiunent by her buabond which w'os the 
crudlest out of all. She showed a genuine and real bve for 
her co-wife, a rare quality even amongst Indian womeit. 
and committed suicide not tor escaping the woes of her life 
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which wtiro thick as leaves of Valtombrosa*'hutto Bate 
Iwr bueband from a perpetual scandal. At every stage her 
glorious life neminda ua of 8Ua; itJ fact when Ch&nd 
Binode wo* going to leave her for some nine, alw was fully 
ixtasdoua of tbe danger to which hie abueticc would cipoec 
liar end iwid things which luive the ring of the very words 
tbst 6iU said to Bama on the eve of tier exile, though the 
poet evidently did not copy it from the Bamayaua 
(Text, p. 74). 

Kamala (Vol. 1. Pi. IT, hp. and Kajalrekha 

(pp. 299*331) typi iy pat ienco of t be hi ghest order They Iwi h 
await the oppoftUTitj moment for estshliKhiug their righte¬ 
ous cause. ICxpoaod to danger of the gravest nature tiiey 
do not fret or show the least mental ngitation. That 
memorable sccimj of Kamata'a offering her services to the 
qneon-motber in lier ioilei room, with the beat of druLms 
at the altar of K&li annotincing the sacrifice of bur betoved 
father and brotiwr tinging in Iter ear. ia n aubiime inatance 
of patience and sdf'contml, iim?urpasscd by any episode 
described in our literalure. We can conceive her mateh 
only in ibe all -forbearing Kaialrekha, apologtaing to the 
wicked braceliiumtiidLJ on the ev« of her dopartupe from 
her husband^K palace <p: 321), and jierbaps in Kanchan- 
mala too, when she gimiip all doimaupon her lord and like 
H Btotuefieee without a aigh her tnumphant co-wife (|oiet!y 
taking posecssion of her luTsbatiii (\ol, II, 11. IT, p. 118). 
Kamala'a speech before llic court of the Raja to wbicU we 
have already referred, with apffcsh full of pathutic cmntien, 
making the whole ease clenr ns daylipht without any fljwci- 
fic rcfcreiKV 10 tlu- lyrunny o( ihc Karkooii bui (giving btir 
points by iliiciiuiuntiiry ovidcrojc ftltiiw aidril by tlic tvnrds Of 
witneases, ahow Hit- maidenly bashful ness and niiKiesiy of n 
TTinilo girl of high citste ott tin; ime hand and her great 
iiiUdlficiualitj flU the other. T’hoiigh n perfect picture of 
maidenly shyness, ahe niakt'B ft cnnfeaaii'n of lo'c liofore the 
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court botdtj tike a Desdttittonft. Her plnin hut clever diu* 
course on iha occoeioa iKissesaea the legal acumen and 
subtlety of the epceeb of Portia. Wlien sha desertbes her 
early life with its joys ant! hupploosa in hor quiet home 
Rurrounded by inan^o nml blnckberry trees, with its remi" 
liiscenres of tlm lutliing-gbat from where tJie eternal 
laughter of the waves'* reverberates oa the ahore, tbu tender 
affectum of Jier younger brother and the periodica) religiona 
festivities of the gjvy village-life, the appeol becomes imefiis' 
tiblo and the reader, like her auiUeikce in the king's court, 
is moved to tears. 

Kanchanmata (Vol, 11, Pt. TI, pp, til-116) is atmther 
superb figure of the type of Nfalaucbatnala (Tbakur Dadar 
Jhuli, by D* K. Afitra-Mazumdar), She proves that the 
true wife combines in her love the elementa of affection of a 
mntber, a sratcr and of a sweet compsmun of child¬ 
hood. Kaja Dasaeatha in Valtniki’s epic, gives this 
pictnro of a true wife while he recotmU the good qualittcs 
of bis devoted queen Kauaalya. He says—“She Is to me 
good and affectionate as a mother, dutiful and obedient 
as a servant and full gf sweelneaa and conlidcnoe as a 
devoted friend " (Hamayann, Ayodhya Knmla). Just os the 
sea is the great reservoir into which the rivero fall, 
losing their individual names, even so does love, in its 
highest spficre, tranacetid all limitatinw, and thero the 
paternal and brotherly affectioniii and the nuptial love loee 
tlicir special denominations and become inerged in one 
felicitous emotiou which is spiritual. 

U is a point worth nolioing that duioai nZJ the Ballads 
appeal most offLctively and liceouje highly impressive to¬ 
wards the end, which, lit many caaes, is tragic, _ a 

feature in these Ballads not in ecuformity with the ostat- 
lished canons of our classical poetics. The WaMher- 
woman's love CVoL n, Pt. II, pp. has many toocliM 
of supreme* appeal, her timid and modest approschea at the 
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outset, £ihowiit(; tlie paychoJogy of a couoiry-gtrl jialofully 
conscious of lier !o\v social and of ifje ambiliouis 

nature of Jier Jove, tile few days of cxuJUut fulfilntcnt of 
her cKerisbcd hofxis, Ihe pathos n^ated by her ifcscrtron of 
home.—all tbcac arc Jio doubt very fine eketchce, Uut swcot 
as she is throughout her briof career, she is nowhere so 
Bwecl as when courtiug doeth in the waters of the Khdral. 
There she prays to each turtle that flies iil»ore, to each tree 
that silently observes the tragic scene,—>bo the wind that 
seems by its doleful muaiiiags to carry tlie news ill around, 
—not tn breathe out the report of her death, lest it sboudd 
cause even a ruomeiuary sorrow to licr lover, hjip|>y in the 
arms of the newly wedded princess (p, 28), 

Kamala (VoL U. Pt. II, pp. 211-230), the ^jumo of 
Durgapur, was ordained to suffer death by no inscrutable 
stroke of fate. Her tnajestic, eulin and resolute decision (o 
die and her great tovc for her hushantl and child invest 
her towering figure with a charm which leave# a perma¬ 
nent impression on the render. The frantic nttempta 
of her husband to save her lifCt the auperoaturo} draani that 
he dreamt in the distracted stoic of liia mind, have many 
poetic suggestion#, and the Ballad is one of the most boiin- 
tifiil productions of poetic art and fanry. 

Madina (Tal, I, Pt, II, pp, 832-834) lias lieen highly 
praised by Bomaln Rnlland. As in the oaac of Mahua so 
aJBo in Madina itiere are aome fcalurw which ate unique. 
Ko other poet in our titoraiure Juiiii delineated miptinl lovn 
between a peasant aod Li# wife wjth such finu touclKht aud 
grace. Their lovs was cBSentialty based on co-ojicratlon In 
daily life. They were companions every duy. every hour oJ 
their life, helping each olhur in dsiJy work. Tlirongh this 
cxj-operalion, so finely sketched by tbo pool in miniiio 
details, their lovg grew strong is adamaul. Wr get iiere 
glimpses of pcbtoDt life in Bengal, such as none but a 
peasant fioet could give ua, Tbo periodkal hsrt^to stored 
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iu thu granaries, ifit luetliods uf trsiiBpIaiitation itw^n in 
voguft in ihe ciiunir}', (be dilTerent crops of ttie boosoas ojhJ 
t|ie rotitioe-work in wltidi one belpwl the olhcr with afifec- 
tiou and tendenioa, are pjetured m detail, and all tbeno 
give the simple poetry nod pntljos of agriciillural life in 
BcngaL One migbl sopf«ise tliat llils collaboration jo work 
« altogether a proaatc affair withojit 4UJ> romatinc fit for 
poetical treatmeni. But pi«i lw,fc m another side of the 
sketch. When Madina was yet very young, DnlaJ was her 
coustotit conipanioii. They cauglit o bird which both of 
them reiiR'.l with utmost 0.1 rc, They planted u ninneo^ 
tree which sprouted and grew under their fuBtoring care, 

Jn hundreds of .oidi little ways thoir romantic feeling bad 
gn#w^. iitiH all ibie had tnkim plnce prior to mamage. 
Her heart wic. simply as tlial tif a child, flhe bo cou- 
adent uf feT imabnmi’e fidelity thnj .ho could nut for a 
ttonjcnt boimve that he imd divort^l W though the letter 
^ divorce wa. acttmlJy Udore hor eyes. She thought it to 
bo a mere trick which he was playing to tost her coDlideiia- 
in him (p. 3rr*». She prepared awcetmmta for him cverv 
day cjcpccting his return. She would riot let nnyWy throw 
a net into thi- piind Ihbi ,hp hig JisJiea were caught in hia 
abeocc, .She kept Lbo n|w fnriis tmtouchdl on the booghp 
of treca. «id prepared takes whkfi she prescr^d in a hanging 
rqHj-iliid/ and wljco ihctic grew rolton riiu throw them away. 
Bbeddmg a dr^jp of tear each lime But iiIiie, the delusion 
wu d not fur cvvr mj\ When DubiJ sent hii wm hook 
With a cnict inessijago, it we* iivi serore a shock for hijr. 
Tlicre wa- imw htx rnom left m conUnue her lH?avcnly faith 
in Ibc fatiie man, uud de* ,llttd „r a broken bean It was 
only II t^iiporiiry «caki,ei.. on th. of Didal that had 

romnhhr carter ut huih. Love tor hi^. wfife wae decplv 
mgro nrdm hbii.tm,. .i,ni yidding for a abort white to 
mirldli tonip(.it,ipa. hr nm only Ljtlcd fiia wife but detitTOjed 
alt Jiappme*: m his *twii life. Be rould noi mensurf tlK- 
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deptlj of tiiw owti nature at tlie outaeti and that wiis bis one 
great rutstake id life. We can scarcely conceive of any 
aecoiim whicb ia toucbing ns that of Uiilal in reaioree, 
given in tbe conoluding canto of ibe Ballad, 

Tbfise women of the BaJliuls bavo each secJi remarkable 
traiUj in her character, that it would b« unfair nol to 
refer to others like Chatidrabati, Ihe naiiitly daughter of tbe 
poet Bangs! (Vol. I, Pt. U, pp. Lila, who poa.'iesaod 

all tlie innocence and s^weetnesp that wc find In tlie huddtiig 
llower <VoL I, Pt. II, p[t. Palanha fVoL 1, 

It. n, pp. ii, tO-ll, afj, 30»j.0j^ whum the [xtet Dwiia 
Kauai with a few iftroke^ of hlx hrttsb raiscft to llic dignity 
of a great character, Manjurma (Vol III. Pt. I, pp U-20), 
who sang freely ^ iht Jark mti cared not for the restric¬ 
tions of society hut flew like a lark iu ihe illimitable 
regiong of the sky, ainyiiig her joyous stmg—heedless of 
coni:eqiicnws,^Bheltia (Vol. m. Pi. I, pp. ii4.m) and 
Ayena BiK (Vol. IJt, Pi, 1, pp. UG^HU) two angelic 
women who xioud (|ia test of circumstances oa severo as a 
fire-ordeal and proved to the world that Ihry were true. 

Are not thtstfi char.-iclers, the true models which have 
iuspirtid Its with tlio conceptioit Ilf the goddosses to whom 
wc pay the trihule of our worship all rtmuii the year? {1 is 
Chandrabati'i life which reflects the white heat and the 
mild olTufgetice of tk- figure of a Saraswati, wJiom we 
wor^sliirp m Fchruary. It is Mabiia, whose greaLoess and 
many-sided aclivifies remind \ii of the ten-armed 
Dnrga worshipped in Odobt-r. Maluo is verily fike our 
harvesi goddess Labshml wm ejijpimd in Novemlx'r, Con¬ 
stantly fed hy the vlruiesr of women whose lives bum like 
llames (k our doinesiir altur, the^p di'icii's of Bengal 
appear to us out mewfly as viainn‘< but a* the very rEof and 
living ligiircf; whotto proEutypcH fluii moving aTioui aroiiml 
ns in our domontic mviroiiiiieui. l( in a pity that Mias 
Mayo saw only the had side of our focietv. Even tljs great 


Xlll 


geneiraTj iifTriODDcnoN 


Hinjttbim have prim cndiics infested miib poinoticma 
womiA nmi reptiles, but n jKior judge is he who floes not 
cenceive the g^rondeur of that Prince of Mouotaina ajiil con¬ 
fines his narrow vision to things low and ugly. Miss 
Mayo, I am sorry, desGrres the unreserved censure of the 
Sanskrit lanii ^liPS^fiS (Ft is the Inse 

that seeks Iwney whilst the fly is attracted by iilcersb 

I xviU hero quote an extract from a letter of Mr. 
Rothenaleiri, tlie dUlitiguished painter and art-critic of 
England, about the women of the Beugalt Ballads. 

"Through every balladimwad that marvellons being, — 
exalted, grave, shy and passionate, reserved and bold,—and 
bow nobly beautiful I—the Indian woman. She has re* 
mained nachangGil through all the phaaeA of indiun culture, 
religfioua and social. Her lovera carved her in stone and 
tnarbJe at Barhut, Sanchi and Amarabati, painted her, 
etnuous, radiant and bo|cwdle<l at Ajanta and Bagh, and 
delineated to honour Iter in thousands of humble studies in 
Jammu, Jaipur, I>e!hi and Agra, Muslim as well aa Hindu, 
well into the nineteenib century. 1 nm interested to find 
some among your Bengali JJalJada date from middle of the 
last century, [ndian art is unique in having preserved a 
robust primitive spirit througbout what in Europe were 
late awl sophisticated periods, and I notloe the same qua¬ 
lity in the late literary examples you gave. No revival 
s«m* able to preserve the strength and directness of true 
Indian traditioa which is sUll alive in your latest Balladfl." 

There is one pbaso in the character of the Bengali 
women which detwrvon a passing notice. We have often 
found in the Bengali women of the Ballads a martial tem¬ 
perament which may not be considered quite compatible 
with their traditional fragility and modesty. Mahua is 
no exception. We have olmatly referred to this trait of 
their choracter in cooneotion with Sakhlna in the Ballad of 
Firexe Khan O’ob H. Pt. 11, pp. aM-tdS), The brilliant 
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Bkelch of MftoickUra (Vol. n, Pt. [I, pp. 231.374) 
wijose esperiiiesft in apchfiiy w«# really a marvel and ivki 
liad, ID tile last canto of the incomplete BalJaJ. set out on a 
martiat adventure, ia another striking Jnslnnce of the 
bravery and fitness of our women for heroic aclton in the 
hottle-fiehl. In some of the recensions of tlu* Bengali 
Mahabbarat them is a full oaiito devoted to the ileiicriptiun 
of a fight of Dpoupadi in the field nf KantkBta:tra, and 
thio canto, called " The Dronpndt Yuddha,'" seems to be a 
production of indigenDus fancy, oa I do not know of anv 
Sonskritie source which contains snob a grim epiwde. Id 
same of the Hamsynnic legends publisbcd in Beugiil, Site 
iadeacrilied as fighting with the hydra-beaded R&v&nii 
(DaaAaaknndlm Rartina Badk). Tbc nhove two jostanctiA 
are mere fictions, but Sakhina has a bistoHcnl traditinn, 
and tlie field of Kclla-Tajpar, w’liero she fought und died, 
atill exists and ttltwla to the truth of the tradition. In the 
Ballad of princess Mallika, the daughter of King Barun, of 
which a full account is to be found in my “ Folk Literature 
of Bengal'* fpp. 134-134) we find the story of a Hindu 
princess, iovincilile in war, and so formiduble that her 
chalietigo lo her unitora, on certain Unmrltjttitig condi¬ 
tions ir cassj of Lboir defeat, was held in dmad by all, and 
tnsplte of her angelic beauty and great accompIJshraents 
none hod dared to respond to her call for a long time t jn 
she was overthrow'D by Hanif and cojivorted to tslHin, 1 
have nitmenniB Baikds with me, not yet published, contain¬ 
ing skatobes of these martial ij'pes of women. The fight nf 
Hira Bill), .Muchba Bibi anil Kur Bilfi ia evidently u 
historical fact. Clmnd, the mloubtahlc getieml of the 
Chnndbiiries, felt overawed liy ihn supuratitious l>eiief that 
Kali had actnolly come to the field in the guise of these 
women (p. 301). 

The history of Bengal furtiishca examples of hemic 
women who could bravely meet the exigencies of a [letiJtiiia 
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rtUitaUou to ijav? thuir honour, ojiti T bog to refer h«re to 4 
historical episode tliSL look pkcc io ftaugs! during the reign 
nl Aiirsttgzeb. t tske the folbwirig extract from liie 
'JJftrraLive of the (Jovemmeot of Bengal' by Francis 
Gladwin (Ed. V, fob. 1783, pp. 

** Shova Singh, the Zainindor of Chitiva Burda took 
up arnis aud was joinc^l in Uia rebellion h; Rahim Khan, 
tin Afgiin Chief. 

“Kriana Ram the Znminder of Burdwaii, rashly oppos¬ 
ing him with only a few troops, lost his life in I he octioji 

.. Jagat Roy, the son of Krisna Ram, 

fieri to .Tehai^oerpur, at the time the seat of Government- 
The daughter of tlie ileceased Krisna Haro, Zamindor of 
Burdvvan, u liojititifiiil young womtm hod twen taken 
pnaoner at the plundeKng of tbnt place. Shona Singh 
paid his tuldres^es to iier, hut site reived his pro[>osal in 
horror ond contempt. Finding all liia rdicitalions iti vain, 
he nt'tijkcd to use foroo and for tliat purpose, got ciaiuJos- 
imely into her opurtmont at night. Cpon his attempt to 
Torisli lior, the heroine drew from under her garment a 
knifo which she had wmeealed in hopes of finding an appir* 
tijQvty to gratify her revenge. Wiiti tiiia weapon, aho 
Tipped lip his belly." 

Q'he Jahar Brata which made hundreds of Rajput 
women oSer their Uvea to fire when tbero was no other 
way to preserve; tlieir honour, was atao practised in Bengal. 
Tlic :i;Kil in 5ii1l shown noar Ballal Dighi in BikTnmpur 
whore tho queuns of Bailal Sen H, threw tbctn^lvea into 
tire apprehending the appri^u'di of tlto HiLahomedana. That 
spot in callctl PoraRajar Bar) i^r tlicbnmt palace, the oaho^ 
<jf wfilcl) 'tie aiilt to 1>B (uuul uniler-gtounJ, iliough Ihe 
cmlicffe which hnmt thu noble Indies grew mol cent unet 
ago. Tliert; is tio'doiibi tliiLi the numher of Salta la Bengal 
incrvta^l at one time on account ol a feeiittg of inAecuriiy 
nmoiig BongBli wohipu wlto htui loat their Imsbaud!’. 
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Tlie pawRr of our women (o aave thtunBalves in clie tiour 
of peril, if retyuired, by murderouii action, ia do tmaginod 
quality ascribed to tbom. Ntimeroua inataot^a have 
happened quite recently, where ladies killed the men 
who attempted to dialioaour thein. I have referml to a 
Ballad in this Inuoduotion (Ini., pp. Lix-lx) in which a 
woman ehot seven daeaits^ aud a Chaukidar dead quite 
recently in a village in tlie district of Baekergunj, 

Women are ealled "Sakti'* to this ooimtry. This 

DMsitUnei KOI reaches its oonaummation in 

the conception of the Goddeas Kali— 
the grim deity with a portrudiog tongue dripping the blood of 
the enemy. whi>ao dIBMvered liead ahu holda in une of bor 
haada. With n garland made of the heads of tlie Asim 
that she has killed, dangling on her hreasi, she looiks 
terrible and Biivage, delighting in the funeral ground, 
followe<l t>y iackalfi otul vultures and by her two ^ini 
nttendaiifta and Jttgini. She ia the goddess of des¬ 

truction, riding the storm, with her wild dishevelled hair 
floating in the air and with her third aye on tim forehead 
emitting Ere. She wildly dances on the breast of bur bus* 


band—the great god Shiva—who lies inert like a corpse 
under her feet, This goddess would naturally suggest a 
barbaric origin. It might )>e so. tt is in all pmbability so. 
But the higlier philosophy of the Hindus has given her a 
spintoal significance which deserves a passing notice, 
as it has a bearing on the martial Icmjiomnuin/ of tier 
daughters in Bengnl. She is the .gotldesa of a country 
noted for its great hurricanes, ntariiis nnd earthquakes, 
s country ravaged by famine and plague, where infant- 
mortaUty beats all records nnd woiueii by huudre^is courted 
death on ilio funeral pyrea of their liuabands even the other 
day. People see here tlie d^tmetive agency of oatnre in 
too vivid and glaring a light to indulge nicivily in pleasant 
reverioa nlwut God’s kindneas and merciful aitributca. Ttte 
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deity of ilestructiou ie before tbeir eyes 4tnd bow caa they 
Dse eigfii of tlu; naked tnttfi that preiiefite itsolf everywhere? 
They are not prepared to ncccpt the theory of an Evil 
Ood bj the sidt* of a Gracious God> for their phihMopby has 
taught them Uiat ntl tliat tltey see around has sprang from 
one source* The evil of to-day is ttu? good of to-mottow, 
and Tfritnre in her evolution ary eonree is ever tronemating 
all phenoiucns into contdiry forma and iiUrtJiiies,—the gooil 
and the bad Ixiiiig relative tenna to denote th^ oonditioD of 
things lor the tiitie hniog. Eut all eoniet- Irem 'be same 
sourcedarkness accentuates light ; evil i>: it tesson 
and facttir indiepensithk 'n Mjo pro^roBstve stages of realisa¬ 
tion ul Irulh and hiu< evcnhniUy n lienericent Iteming on 
o'lr moral and culTura! prugreas. Ho it cannot proceed 
from nn Evil God. Kalj, the godilea^, whatever origin 
she might hei.', reftreHoTils the eoiidictiiig elements 
ol Universal Agency amt httnimuisea the apparently dis- 
eonlnnt laws of evil ano ; lod. Her two hnada ihreoten 
desirucinin^ uhili- ihc other tw'c hands arerolsod up to Ideas 
and grmit a lKA<i). ''tr •‘yujlfol'se^ the pfimitdeof dealruc* 
tion and preaerviUtort ^vhiclt we find aiinuham^u^ at work 
on all aides* If tUo ' w of Nature is iransgreiised there is 
no iiumuuity, no escaper, death is sure, but to tlic child 
wlio reiigna itself to ifw mercy of the Mother, ebo is all 
tenderness* Battiprasrid the great fdi^fa poet Eiugs ; 
" .fust os a child when lajtkten by its motlicf, cnea ‘0 
moiher/ 'O mother,' Hinl eJings In her, i^mIii t yearn for thy 
gmeo, n Divine Mothr-rl " The coiicepiiun of the tcrrihfe 
uud the sublime, and of tito kind anil the merciful is lypi* 
bed in K'ili'it itiuigt:, which in the procei^B of fiindu Bpiri- 
tuiilisatioQ has ri«eni to a plrrne of grandeur in Iho place of 
itn primitive hailmrtc terroristn. At every stage thn Hindu 
lUyniH Imvo givisn nn e^ioteric Bignidcaaeo to the < t >> et c t i 
drawn of her, and the wnmen of ftengal have aiwoya 
appruachttl her for being granted tlie sterner virtues of 
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eoul iDBtanccs of whicsh ant found in ihfc Balliids nnd the 
luBiorjr of our country. 

My notes have already taken n oonddentble hiU 
Md* oiunfti*r. before I Snijub^ 1 crave ftardco from tny 
readers for taking a gfaiife at ihopriDcitJtiJ 
male characters. The towering figure of Kenarnm fV^ol. 1, 
Pt. n, pp, 183-320) and that of Moiisutr, the CoifiTi 
Stoalar [Vol. Ill, Pt. I, pp, 31-60) have many points of 
similarity, Kenaram njved Lu tliio wild hut'ts of Jdihr 
floor in Eastern MytnenKingh, du)igln tug like n nger irt 
liunioir blond,'—Mine that lisd never touche ) -x bed nor a 
good meal, not to speak nf any lu*..r * I^r^,—sleeping 
like a ]>east on the bare ground and Uvjnj^ on iba mitt of 
wild buffaloes,—Jiimself. the wildest of iham in hijirntn 
sliape. Hoarding monuy like a Jew nijii niit spendiug a 
pioe on himself or others, LtiorougUi ’•rplett'U'tKj (j|,t Jjavittg 
0 queer philoviphy of Lis own to defend ami jusiify bw 
wick(idtH?HS, Kens ram ai.indi? before us like the Ardisngel 
of Milton, tall n't Teneriffe or uiuemuved : His 

.stature re'.#-|iH :lui sky,” t“^l>Rlra 5^ n MT^gf 

\til. I, Pt. If, p. 187). Then* k somcthlug tu llnei wild 
man which reminds me of the Haiincbback ia Hugo’s 
Notrednme. though J cannot exactly fiud where tilt 
coincidence Iks, li k perhaps tin- grim humour of 
hia life wliirL mttkos him so imiquu ii figure in our 
literitum. In the last canto whfre he becomes refortiicd* 
struck with remotsc, ilie effect is dramatio. The 
sequel of a life so varied aiai wild in ita eutirse 
is shown with the maatorly piiwer of tbr gifted 
poetess Ghsndrab&ti, who bad seen' ilm yiant with 
her own cyia. Monsuir wua as great ae Kenarnm in 
vice, os latterly he became in aointlijicsif, Tfiut superb 
scene m which he burst iuto cKpressiauH of ijpontitneaus 
prayer in the iHiusfr where he had committed robtairv 
will leave an indetihio impresiiimii upon the reader 
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(Vd, m, Pt. I, p. 4i)). Gaiga. (Vol. I, Pt, 11, pp. 
24Q-2&e} is A oomplejt cban^etcr, a« great in piety qs in 
violent oulburnu of Ms tomper. Tie ja a iypk^l Bralimin 
of thu old school. Sincere os sincecily’s eolf, he oould 
not brook nnythiog ihot in the least de^gree soiaoked of 
nnfainieiie. It was iMs atuise of justice that Je<1 Intn to 
fight so Tcbsmenlly In the rjiiiso of the poor orphan boy 
Kanka ousted from the Brahmin society, though 

he was mistake, it was this sense of justioc that led him 
to conceive the horrible plan of murdering Kankn and even 
his own daughter. It was this sense of justice again 
that led him observe fast and vigil, aeektng divine help, 
to ascertain the truth of tlie caac, and, once convinced of 
Kanka's innocenoe, to make wild and desperate attempts to 
gee book the young man wliom be had lost by hisown folly. 
In the Ayodhya Knnda of the Ramnyann there [g a slgnifi* 
cant line giving us a glimpse of the characters of satutly 
Brahmins. Raja Dosaratha was overwhe1me<i wil.b a 
heart-rending grief that resulted In his dcatli. The poet 
says that his condition wua Jiitf (like that 

of a ^hi wild had spokeu a lie). If an Indian saint ever 
told » lie, his repentanoo btrame ungupporlable us death, 
Gargo was a saintof this type. When be came to know 
tbjit lie had been made a tool in the bands O'! llie conspira¬ 
tors against Kanlta and his own daughter, hia frantic 
remorse knew no bounds. Sttnilar types of Brahmins were 
not rare in Bengal in her hiatoricdl periexL I wilt cite an 
example. When Kumar Dntta, a brother-in-law ol king 
Lakahman Sen {1107 A.D,-120J A.D.) waa charged with 
attempts to ravish n woman aametl Madhuri of the 
Bouia caste he woe summoned by the Baja fnr anawering 
the charges agaiti.si him. But ijiieen Ballavii, the sister 
of the culprit suddenly appeared before the eciirt iu frantic 
rage and dragging Madhuri by her fore-lock, (ullcd her a 
public woman nnd a courtesan. Tiie quetm said : Where 
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19 (bat judge, so impudent end foolisb urhu will dure sit in 
judgmtiDi nvor luy brother od the evidence ol tliie hurlot? *’ 
Like u bout fntring a Lakshman Sen found hiraselF 

staggered and utupeSed by the attitude of his 4Ut?eii, The 
JuBticca of Peucti cxtiild not Jijwak ii word for four,’—nni even 
Umapati Dhar nnd Batayudha, the great dieiarorti of 
public lew. At Ifaitt jiuicture Gobardhan Acharya, tin- 
chief miniater. whoTOrged on four score unil bnd nil along 
led the life of an oecetic, sfepj>cd forward and ailtuuttiKbrd 
llte judges stricken with fear for dtlowing public Jiiatieo lo 
l)C tampered in lhat manner, nj»< lip^ ireniblet) in rage 
wJicn he declnred that the wicked ^neeti who sided vrilh her 
brother ahoukJ Ijc puniahed. Ifo pruphesied that ruin 
would Itefail titt mniiitFeU W'lui ton Id loleride atich inter¬ 
ference with jUBtice 111 ilie public court, Be said, Ranipal 
tile king hnil iin only witi who wua cluirged with ravialiing 
a womnn ami she committcff anietde after that tilTrom to 
tuT hoiitiiir, Thc’ tnoiinrclj, Ida fntiiur, pLiaseil ihi' sentence 
of death by ini])uk'inejit on lib nnly fwn, Kven up to now 
peopltt Giiig songs of ifiit^ utililo act of the uiotuircli; uud you 
nrt‘ diugruciiig hb ttirtiiic, unworthy n ion arch! " Ho 
threw away his staff iii a furiuue mood and with [eara in 
hta eyes, he ran liiwnrdh tlie gale to leiivo the utilioly city 
for ever We limi thb inton^tiirg etusode in*' bfiekh 
SulilKKiuya/* Gnrga was a firahnim of thb type. 

Tlic niiieical (iddh- of Tona Baruiartd liia discitdc Amir, 
thc young niurchaDl (Vol, flT, I'L t, pphri-flb), rocatb some 
of the most famous sitorks of clnaaiciil antiquily,—that of 
Orpbaua '* l)I itetiiute vein, whose muatc tK'aslsand ^:toni‘s 
did follow”,—of Amphion, J(ive’j( son hy Antelope, 
** WliOJ-e pipe jmtberfd his (Itx'ks togcllicr w]>en shadow.) 
fell.” In the Indian tales exampkiii Mn? not lacking. We 
refer our readers to “ThcKtutiftiitir Talcs fr^rm t hf- Piinjab'' 
nillecti-d ami rdilcdbn the Eev, Clmrltfi Swyiuieriijn, 

There Ranjah in tJio tale ot Ilir anil Ihinjah, attracts nTfii 
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and women hy tlm wt^ndi^r/ul piut>er of Ills IliU* luul midtea 
tbem tmitsfixed ti> the spot like vlutiies. Biit it is in the 
Eketoh of Mir Shikari that the power of music is Ehown ns 
OD a par with that of Orplwiis. Charles Swynuerttin 
remarkE, We think □! Orpheus ttii fie is uften pictured in 
the durrieeiic wivlts of J'ompcii. Aiitint! wot'idliad glades 
and enchanting all nature with the golden tones of his lyre. 
So too Mir Shikari is canopied by trees and seated upon 
rocks ravishing tke Ixioefr nwl htrda with titc dulcet music 
of hie magic lute.'" (tnit.i 

Mir Shikari is oertaLaly a beouiifui cmatiaii of the 
poet's fancy. The tropic cud of the buck w'bicb came near 
him, attracted by the nountl of hia lute, only to die by tlie 
arrow of his band is full of pathos. The buck said, 
*' Though f am dying, being aiwt by you, my last pmyer 
is ibnt yon w'uuld play opon your lute once more before 
f die, i long again lo hear that feiuJ music that bus caused 
my death/’ But the beauty oI the late suffers a good dctil 
owing to the circumstimce that Mir Shikari's Muse was 
inspired by n gi?cd fur animal dealt which mode him entity 
itie beasts by music and then kilt them by Ins arrows. 

'rite Bengali Bnibil, the Herdsman Lover (Vol 11, Ft, 
II, pp. 3l>-78) has many analogous points with the story 
of Hir and Raitjnli. RanJ&h tondsbulfajoei; like the Botigali 
herdsman and though the latter does not gather his flocks 
by llu' clittrm ol Ida flute as Ronjab doca, ho certainly 
tkllnrcs his htdy'a mind by tlie infallible charm nf hie flnh'. 

Bengal is special I y the place for lute, fnldte and fluie. 
in almost all Uie love-tolea, ili(' unfailing effect of musk of 
the flute or iIh> fiddle finds a place, Tho flute is the 
liciigali wwht'fd’s only eompimiou, solace anil joy. Tlic 
I'od LiuiL swayH tlui bearls ol tlh' multitudes ol thb 
provitioc I" liiprcsctiicsl its • mwlicrd tiitb a flute in 
Id-i huitd,—the flute whune iimm‘ nuikcii the current 
run iigaiii^i the Udi uid tbi' trccv bend tow in iiUl air. 
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Wbea coiupiLTitig Tcuiu Butui with iha Diii^lciaus ol the 
BaIIoiIb and leyendi) uf other ouuatnes, I ahuutd pciut out 
a difltentooe. Tlioogh there is au otEmeat of poetical 
appeal iu the tegeinls of Orpheus^ Ranjah and Mir Shikaii , 
they do aot poj<:;e» thf* liiimati inu^reBt of the sketehes 
drawn of Tons Bnrui, Amir the merHiant and of ilie Herd&^ 
limp Ijotot. These chsiaeterB arc taken from life and are 
not tnertly legendary—beyond tlie bounrlaries of boUcf. 
There is an bietorloRi element which clings to these legends 
and tnakca the images vivid bcfoiie our eyes. The Immestead 
of Tona Barsi still exists tuid his descendants still lake 
pride in their siK^i^tor who liveil our in historical times, 

4. The Votjftiiaofl Li}rie4, the Itulhuh and the Classital 
Porm* f>f Bfniraf. 

The Radha^Krisnn cult in Bengal is of great antiquity; 
but furmeriy the legend was confiped to the masses, Visnu 
wae originally the Sun-god as we find him in the Vedas. 

lie marched through the heavenly re- 
TtM n«dhk giotiK visiting by turn the rfifferent con- 

stcliations, known as Ghitra, Viahakha, 
Radha, Anuradha, etc, But when in taler timea Krianit 
and Viebnu became tlio same tlod in popular belief, tl\e 
whule pnraplwrnnlin of tlm Sun-Ood's legend in connection 
with bis heavenly eonsorte was trunsferred to Krisna, the 
plantits hguriiig as tU' gopis of Brinibbau. Kriana thus 
dominated thr held and lioeauie ihe hero of the whole 
solar legend. This must have taken place many itentiiricH 
ago, a» the uniiiee mI TtciiliiJi and Krii;na nre found nientioit- 
ed together m the msenplions ond sEinxd vrritings of e 
very wmole^ age*' Tirisjm ie tulliMl Ktuuii iu Ikoigali. auil 

^ ^ UtllM ftjipuvtn A 0*. k Villn iL, 

l^AijnbirtLiuLEk, Uiih ciutMif A.D.- Citify ®8l IlkitUi? 

rBr»n OmItsiH k* Hf kup^i^ii tn kit■ »i^rfyih-T**i*’' 

fwtn]i a'hip^ lOii la r-fcU*T)^4f. * unik^TJiiei e.** 

fmnail ccntimiik^ * Iffiif ^*lk iUiLuu*t^'4] KiiidLn^ h\m H * iJ^, 

Em htbf iJLaB 47 b ^ liu bccft Uj iurjit<i 
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Kimhu Iq |iDfuiar PpAkrit. I tind tbnt Uua lutler uam£ 
occurs io ouo of ttia oldest Jatakas — tbo Mubji UmiJUi{;a 
Jatnkn ' wbicti is «:!icri)>ed to the 7tli iicnltiry B.C,, if tuU 
earlier, ft timt Lhe uiutber of the king Siu. is 
uamoit Jniuhuluiti, wlm was tlic licloved i]uecn-oo»!M>ri k.d 
Vtioudftv,—ilie Kanha fJntak etohee. cdiied tiy E. li 
Cowell, p. illO). Tliougti iti the THiBrik litctAlurr- llaillu^ 
is coiuicotod witb H Chakra which is caltcd Rad ha Chakra 
and 1 1 Antra ox iHts ill lirr i la me called the RadhA lanira, 
ititi classioLil scnptiuvti of tliu Hindus iiud tier hid 

abuiiUAut ri'eCptiori ill Ihc pniithruii a[ ITinihi till 

the l^tlt ci-ntury, when .Inydev'*. lave madf tlijj whole nir 
««l I'ldia resoniiii with liir tiilo nt her sfiun" ^iid fjmours 
with Kri^un 

r Iuivl' uieiilkMie<l 111 souic of tuy praviout: workt- timi 
the tl'tli amI 1 Hh t-riiitiirii'S hreaihud .1 eorrit|Jt lUurnI >ut 
iliionghiiTiL fiitslcrii India, the rvid«!UL’e9 of wlucfi are 
irii[i[ilknl hy node tiyuri'sin hcR refie/oil tile rvnlU of ismir of 
lilt elil [tfiiidoii of Hcngai and markctfly 10 ihoscof fun and 
Kon ir,ik The iinrusii of this urotic Inatti in O'^ulptiire 
TravtlM sitt tar as (.'ejitral India and in the Khejumfin Itroplea 
iliiii'e ihi> uuiIl' rignres Ikiat the etauip of thi cotTU|U CJnyu 
w'ulptun-. TTerc in Iktigal, in the Iaj's of dnydcT, Vidyapati 
.tiidCluunlidai,—>lu the Kriina ttfiatnalis and uj iht Lyuuis 
tr« Sita-Parbati ii» r.-oiijicf-plate instriplioiifi, the aaiije 
lux epiri)^ IS found pervadiug the wurks of Art and 
liti'miunf i■tilnngtng to lluise two centurieii. Thia might 
linVQ iiten due tu a spirit of rtactioR aganiat tlio siifT and 
pLiritMiii* tUndard of iwaunl el hies of lUi- HUiic Binldhiat 
monk, Uiu whatever can lie wc may ansi gn to it, the rar- 
rupv ^ xual ulomb of the period have left ihcir indcliljlc 
fitnmpin Hen gal iriit only on tlio tMantempnrary literary 
Wiukd but also on fior aculpiiire The giust- humour in 
uwlters. pttftftiniiig Ui MMft which wn fiml in aome of the 
i tirlieal rminilar songii known aa asHal or lal.ctify eIjowa the 
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ciiRT.iettnstic spirit of the Pge, Recenlunteil ILe doclrtrieii 
proniutgeted bj the vicious Geras of the tantrik schooL 
BontP of these soo^s still Huger in the bedt'^'oodB of 
North Bengitl and in Mjmeiuingh 

Though the t^bahsjia community ie noiv branded os 
sbeltcriog imiuoral pmctices in the name of ncligion, it is 
tliese people who in their higher script urea gavoa ioftr inter- 
pretaiioa to sexual love. Tho ijexual relation waa idealiaed 
by tlic Sbahojia creed. They dtiolared 
Tkieiuitijtu. without any hesitancy or fear that the 

higltest goal of ndigion—the state of beafifodc^is to 
Iw achieved by men and women loving one another in a 
spirit n( true snerifioe and constancy. Tliey oven went so 
far as to deelaro that aU other paths indicated by other 
religious faitliH are the products of straincil fancy and spe¬ 
culation, Eifixual love alone being real and nnturul,— 
Sbulutja ** as they ceil it. They liave tiieir oodos and 
ritnafs which rerjuire them absolutely to curb the instincts of 
flesh, and though one might take exception to the noctur- 
nal meetings of the sexes which they organise for tbe culture 
of ooiotioi], the crystal-Like transparence and purity of their 
- creed are in ovidenoe in their higher literature. I am not 
however, at presont concerned with the detsilu of the mystic 
flhabajin oult. but I must emiiliaBiim the fact stated by 
Cbandidas in tlio I tth century, that in his time every 
youthful man and woman aspired lu practise Sbabajla love. 

Tlie heroes of the Ballads lived in an atmosphere of this 
hsglter emotional pbmo, hut they hod nothing to do with 
the Bhahajia propaganda. The lovers described in tlie 
Ballads, true to the emotionat nature of the Bengalis, 
were drawn by tlie sweet attraciioua of sexual feeling of 
a Platonic form, which, in, point of gallantry beat alt 
records of kiiight-etraiUTy, and in the spirit of renunciation 
shows a roll of golden deeds no way leas strihing than thoeo 
of the greot martyrs of the wiirld. 

B 


xxxir 


general introduction 


Thi} fL'male cliaractcrs of llie Bnlladu should not be mis* 
lahen for Shahnjms * for tbeif lovoilid iiol proceed from any 
doctrine promuignted by any sect. If they climbed ths 
liigiieal eummita id ibe field of emotion it was Nature 
that led them to ^nch heights. They owed no fealty 
to any religion or creed hut followed their own mstincla 
whieh were true and oonstatit. These chnracterB, women 
more piuiicularly» filled (be atmuepberu of Bengal with 
the fragroitt bre&tb of their pure and unsopUetieated 
feeling and created a. pliruseoloigy of tender emotioD which 
the Sbnhajiae and V'aisnavas adopted io titeir love poems 
with some added grace and rcQiiement of their own. T gave 
uuineruns illustrations of such set-ex press ions From the 
Ballads and the Vaianava lyricg in ray General Introiluction 
to VoU n, I’t. I (pp. lix-xxi). Oftentimee the very lines 
scera to be identical, at others tho phrases of a Ballad 
end of a Vaisnav pndu seem to be the echoes from tlie fwune 
voice.' Wlien we find the same idea couched in a language 

' NvaiAuni tzlrisU fasw Iwcn b| au in mt t»lnhtt«tkm to tOa Seeinri 

iho* Us9 Klrfhlaf L| 1 jld|U 4^ UiiTBRi tbt Lifi ftEMiiig^ 

pafiluttid iib %hm Viiubfev# tad Um BlilidL TliPifl m masj mifiK wMch in 

htn cnmi icJXik Fiq^ Imtwt bw ii i ptdt d Cbudi Du E " 

* I ^ I 

nin iF^n IVfw Wiin t Tftt ^ I 

wfVii fftc ^ fiij Tci I tfiir ift-st ifflTir Fftn i 

TflTTi jfr ^ ^ ^ I 

tT» t»Pr ^ ^ liJTifl tt» f itW *rai iiwi 

wTff vtdii fpr ff4 ttT i mfww fee) unj | 

ffi I tPf tftn WA r 

ru B. Kfl. M. P«lpi Nis. CfclMli* UoJfffiJiy lAhfvj d cW la 

llhi^in (FaL 1t« TtUp |T9| iiv» L,-«rav KrroH fluch lir i ^ 

*^r¥ w'A iTF ’ittrri ^ *13 Efftvft i|tn Wi^ | 

^ ftiti Tt« I P^t •rjr'fii HTW fnai 

Tb* no# jidu ka 1% itj* follinviiig tm** of kjtf}% Bibi I ViL 111 , f t— 

CR m ^1. itf i nr.^ i 

•1^ ntip dtf *ttt< ::« if^fn | 

fftii wiwi 

^ f% 11 i I ” 
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a little different in cacli caw, but willi sinking siroilarUies, 
we cminQt help cotning to the coticluaiun timt Uio Balltulfl 
cnught Ibc very words ihut were current in a hatulird 
songs which have now farted away from lliia land leaving 
their echoes behind, whilst the YaiEnavne ami the Shatinjias 
exploited these niral resourew and cmhcUisliHl iticni 
whan using them in their lyrics. Like expert |ewellers 
they showed their ekill in workmanship white handling 
the diamonds obtained from their country s mine, whereas 
the rustic Ballad-mongers who hod no schofarahjp or 
knowledge of Poetics used them in their pristine and scntiu- 
what crude form. 

IThe nob phraseology in the field of emotional litera¬ 
ture which our language posECSSCs, is one of its greutest 
points of strength and this has been created by the sacri. 
ficing love of men and women in out ocitiiitry for ages. 
Mercantile people Imve developed a commerdal language 
suited to the needs of their ever thriving trade ; there Is a 
special language answering to sdiuinistmtive needs of 
peoples possesaing political power. Our language, however, 
is so full of nioetie* in the fieltl of tender feelings that a 
tramlator feels hampered at every atep in lus attempls In 
convey into other languages Iho correct imports of in¬ 
digenous words, on this point. Such worda are in exuber¬ 
ance in our country-ilialect and this is tite resouroo ffom 
which both the VaiBijavaa and BalUd-malters reaped tlwir 
golden harveata. We have given quite a Inrgc 
number of instances of tbeae auHUe forms that exist in 
our Literature in the Introduction to the Second volume 
(p. xxviiL 

TlM mtfda in Ih, miMrf M.np™. Hi. tu, 1. iU ai-Ml *. I<™ 
llta^ ItDH 1'~' 

v»i5. ^tfr* ’ 

aftn viwi. vffi aiai wn #imvw r 

«likll rnU* ■ luiilW' uid imlMiDaMIl puua* Cl|tu4ld*n. 
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Carefully reading the ballad of Shjam Raj given in 
thl6 volume we eannat hut t)e struck h; the tender melody 
w'hich. breathes the air of VaisnaTs ]>oetry in this song wUh-^ 
out liearing any evidence of Vaisnnva infiaeace in it. The 
soft and aubdued wailings of the Dorn girl suriendering hef' 
self to Shyam Raj, duuMing and foAring at every atep hut 
at last yielding U' the irresletible passion, will recall 
the varioiift situationa in the love-epiaodep of Rod ha. 
This ballad, I must say, is a very wonderful one. The 
rich imageries it utxfolds tire culled from IndigenouLS 
sources. Tbs deUt^te situation of Badha engaged in 
botisebold work, when Krisna calls her by the song of his 
Bute, finds a parallel in that of the Dom girl described 
iti many beautiful psea, wlijle doing her evening dntiss 
at home or bathing in the river-gbai. There is a striking 
similarity of expressions used by Ghandidas in his lyrical 
poems and those fouud in this Ballad. If the BalLad of the 
WAsber-maiden (published in the Second volume) whiob in 
its earlier cantos Is evidently imatugcua to this one, is more 
dramatic, that of Shy am Ray excels in lyrical wealth, 
though the poet shows a dramatic sense also of no mean order. 
Like a skilled baud tltat wcam a gorlaud with the eoft 
and gay ptals of a dower, dropping tile leaves and twigs, 
the poet strings tlie melo-dramAtic inei dents of hia plot 
with all that is beautiful and hno, rejecting superfluous 
matter. In fact he skips over so many poipts that am stale 
and flat in the narrative thjit I at brat thought that be made 
positive omiEsions or that the passages wore misBitig which 
the ballad-oolkclor couitl not get hold of. I wrote 00 in 
my preface to the Ballad. But reading it over again, 
1 hud that the superior aesthetic sense of the poet 
mjected all prosaic matter, retaining only those that 
have a lyrical or dramatic appe&l, and leaving ibe gaps to 
be filled up by tbs intelligent reader, for which Ibt poet 
has left ample suggestions. 
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In ihe Ballad of Mlinjurma again n few pni^sAgieB 
ubviouslj njcall tlui of Badha'e amours. Hussain 

aits at tlie bsthing-ghiit aad calls Manjiirnia tviUi thi> 
music of hiB flute, the irTBsistilile appeal of which draws 
the poor ^irl from ibc call of her dmoeatic duiiea. The 
very expressions ha^e here the ring of Vaisnava lyrics. 
The Ballad'^oiakera lUKt the composers of tho 
had already prepared a aoil for the omotional Vaisnavisin 
lo bud forth. Earlfi ajid heaven were brought nearer to 
each other by the self-dedication of the lovers, in whose 
eyes the beloved was as God jocamato. Thoiigh the 
Ballads we have found are not sufiBcienily old, there ate 
proofs that Ball ad-poetry eaUted in pre-Mobomedon thites 
and they certainly left their charming vocabulary as a 
legacy to those that came after. True, the form of Iovd 
described in liw Ballads, was secular, but it certainly readied 
H height not greatly dietimt from the portals of spiritual 
bliss, vifluoliscd by Vassaava masters. When Chnitanyn 
pointed out with his rtiiaed band the abode of beatitude, 
saying that tlie only beloved of man, his only friend, 

God, the masses who liad already received the eulture of 
faith und devotion on the physical plane did not feel 
much difficulty in climbing to that spiritual height, A dose 
study of the Ballads is essential for those who would like 
to study and analyse the csiisaa that led to llic develop¬ 
ment of Vaistiavism in Bengal. 

1 have already referred (inVol, I, Pt. I, p. axiii) to the 
fact that not only in the Vaiauava and Sliahafia lyrics but 
even in other depanmontE of uur clasBicat literature we And 
expressions and idfoms strikingly analogous lo those 
found in the BalladsJ The aphorisms of Bak and 

■^Nii;iy«fithu *3HUjp4n tit ikii limiJkriij hiiwIaHQ ihcwt; ill Lba rtitfodc^iiMa in 
ib€ gwji&tl TioluniH'. Thin lUi n nUMii la ^ ftAnJ iin ii»p j^ruenit coJItsciutAi 
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Kbana, the Maytiamati oongs the Chnndl’-mangal poems, 
the Bengali Ramayaaas and other works have poetical lines 
which agree with the eoniesta of the Dallada aSxnoat 
verhotirn. Is k noi curioits tliat in the intnrior of the 
district of Burdwan^iti the villages of ICogr&m, Kandra 
and DatnnnyAf where Lochnudas, Joauadae and Makunda- 
ram lived,^tn Fulla, the birthplace of Krhtibofi in 
the Nadia district,—in Nannoor of Birbbam from where 
Ctuuididas sang Mb Icamortiil lays and in Nilphamart and 
orher places of North Bengal whence Grieiaon and 
Biaweswar Qhattacharjya oollecied the Oupi Chandra songs 
not to spealc of the BaUads, fouiid in Mymensingii, 
N'oakhali and ChiUogong,—we find such a strange agreement 
in current expressions and terms of poetical phraseology, 
inspite of the fact that communication was so difficult in 
those days I The language of Ihc works written in tliesc 
dilTerent distnets, aa found in old manuscripts are full of 
provinejaUsms and local peculiariUes. But inspite of them, 
the contexts often show an obvious analogy not only in 
spiriL liul in language too, though in the latter there arc 
slight dilferenoes owing to the existence of some little die- 
eimilaritlea in local dialects. 

I believe that men and women of thia vsal province 
were linked together by a cumnioo ideal in the field of 
tender feelings under Buddhistic influence which Accounts 
for the development of a commun phraseology, used by tbe 
poets of diflereni schools. But we fee) ifaat other potent 
causes uiuet have been at work to produce such uniformly 
wide resuUa, 

Under tlie Hindu rule the mouses indulged in festivities 
nnd emusemente, naturally ceiitcriug around themes wltich 
were the fjornc in all provinces thcii formed one political imiL. 
.\nd we know that llie Ringdoitt of Gaur even in tlie Fal 
and the Ben periods extended far beyond the preseul limits 
of Bengai. haw referred to llw fact that the Mouasliu* 
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[nnRgal poem? and the Gupi Chandra songs, whicU origi- 
DQted in liengal, spread ovar ft vast cjountry conipriRing 
Btiagaipur, thfi Putijiib, Orissa nntd even Boinlwy Presi¬ 
dency. These Bengali poenn? aen'ed an raitdeSa from 
which the peciplo of otloer parta of Iiidio oopied, and hence 
quite imturully there ure conaiderable points of agreement 
amongst the literatures of those two ctilts all over India. 
Gaur had nt one time become the centre of fashion from 
which flowed the festive songs that were adopted hy the 
peoples of many parts of India. 

When Ganr was conquered by MahumedanB, the old 
tradition did not die out in o day. The Hindu capital 
still remained the centre of festive ainuaements. The 
w'hole pro^ninje waa not aulxiiied at once, .^fter the ow- 
throw of Sen dynasty in Nadia the desoendontB of Lokshman 
Sen rtiled as anserains in EaBtem Bengal till 13^5 A.D., 
when BaUal II lost the day in hia battle with Baba Adam 
by an unfurtnnate freak uJ fate. It was owing to a fatal 
miatake that the Sen dynasty lost their power and the chief 
members—the flowera of tlm family, pcrialted in the flames 
of a Are kindled with their own hands. 

from 1200-1325 A D. the Hindus wore in full power 
in East Boreal. The upper classes of Hiodus, the best of 
them, resorted to various districts of Dacca, dessorc and 
Khulna still largely iiihribited liy the Kultns. The earliest 
and the tiest of the Bengali classics—such ay Bamnyana by 
Erittibos, Mababhorata by Hanjay, ManaahS'-aiftngn] by 
Bejoy Gupta, Namyan Dev and Bangsidoa werowTitten in a 
Hindu atmoaphera under Hindu itiapiration. It is there¬ 
fore very probable that the nunstrels and rbapsodists of 
Eastern capitals, I me to their anejant tradition, still mns- 
teivd the field visiting all the important centres of the 
country for holding their musical performancea. Though 
their fluid of activity waa nut now aa wide as in olden 
times, it comprised the farthest boundsriea of Bengal. 
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Tlie lAdttik: of nohle fnmiiios listened to tJie GUi^katha,^ 
in their nutal rooms and Y^hiled awuj^ their houre of lotiely 
coiihiienient^ nnd though the Brnhium scholars looked ojj 
veriiaoiljir eongs with coniciD|>t yet they fiimished n 
pereimial spring from ivhiuli flowed the Lest featiw amuflo- 
monu of tlie masees. Thus the Gitj-kalfms ati<| Ballads 
had a liLTge cirttdatioii over tJie vast proTjnce. The 
ptipuJace woB kept in constant toueh with the ffindu and 
Buddhist ideals of spiritMal philosophy and renunciation 
in the capital towns. Hence tln.'se festive songs occasion¬ 
ally show the highest flight of Bpiritiial philosophy in the 
conwpiion of their great heroes and iicroiiies, ibough 
the outliofa wnre generally void of a knowledge of letters. 
These were tlw days when Bengal was flooded with such 
wonderful tales as the Kanchonmnla^ the Sankhsmata 
and ths Malanehaniaia, published hy Mr. Dakshinarerijan 
Mitra-Malumdar tn hjs " Tfjakurdudar JliuJi " and Ka|Bl- 
rekha, Kiinclianmala and Madhumalu puhlisbed In the 
First and Second volureGS of EsGtert] Bengal Ballads. There 
are still hiindrodfl of them intersperMid with caf]uisit(i gongs 
which have not yet seen the light but which like gems 
of purest ray serene lie hidden in tlie rweasea of Bengali 
cottages. 1 liave given a literal traniilntion of the tale 
of M.ilanchflinala, which is one of ihs beat, if not the very 
liest of these tales, in my Polk Litatatnre of Bengal 
(pp. 267-3*22), the other throe storioe as aiioody stated have 
t>ecn published in ilie First nrid Second volumes of thia 
work. 

The Ballada followed in Hh; train of Riipo-kathos and 
Glti-kuthiw though most of the former are to be traced to a 
period not earlier than tlie Hth century. We find the Ballads 
njon? compact in shape than the other two clusses of tales, 
and llu metrical form in which they are couched has 
safoguorded their pristine beauty anri charm, whilst the 
Rupa-kathaa and aiti-kathaa being mostly wwn poHrrt in 
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pro96 hnvfl ^ulFerad ooaaidcrubl^ iu ttk* bimds of 
Ixiing mutUated in the coutkg of their recitatiou fmtD 
genemtiQn to geoeratioo* It i»oi)ly m the wbieli 

arc found tntcrsipcriied in llic Ritrinlives, tUnt wv find 
the glorious poetry of the origiofits. For the an- 

committed to memory iittd tho^ pru&orvisl rii>iu iim 
sulnitaiftial change, tiomc tpf the fiiii'^i-krtTlin j od tJiti- 
keiEiaa rouy be tnnjcd so (nr boeli u* iIim t*Lh or liill; 
ciMiturie* AJ3, 

I rliiuk T luiVf boon alilc i>i PsLiljlieh ib'MtjiVtry ttuii 
the Beugali laag^jagc in the di!!ereii) loriOH ut itp> tocal 
dialects was giveji a houii'kgeiii'iiy by ihc I'lheici nt ilie 
nunstmla and lingers wlioso muaicnl iicrforiD iiiecv tie'll 
to Iw colled ill requisition thronghotit Ihr C'^xiiiti'y. md 
thin jilao oceoiintn Jor lito striking ngrOi^miMit in Ihp pif'cicit] 
forms of expnmion which nre w ii]arkt?d in old Ejeogah 
classical nnd popular comjioAitiuttd. 

Tliat most of the rnrij Ballnds him* Ik^'H lost to iia 
may be proved by references fouml in many otmidartl old 
BCDgnli poetuH. The Chnitnuyn nirngiihat ^Anla Kbnndti) 
refers to the Btings of Jugipal, ltlutgip.’il joiiI Midupit! 
of the Pal Jjniisty. ft •^iiys (hat prior to Hit idvpiit of 
Chaitaiiya, llie whole oouittry was madly fond of iftese 
Ballads. rnfurtuunUdy wo have not liecn ahle i4i ni'curr. 
any uf IhiMiti'. 1 lutrv known men of culture n.nil rank 
w'hif informed nie thnl ill their oliildhood tlmy had JiPiiM 
soiigapf Mnhipain Baja, Pandit Ktikilvswar Blnitaoharjy'i, 
M.A.. Profcswir of Sanskrit in tho Calcutta Htsivt rsity, 
heard theso songs as a child. But 1 have Tint Won 
able to lay my linniU on tbeai. They suittk cnniaitiont 
aiime historical infcniiatinn, ilHUigli probably tiuw.h 1 with 
legends, about this great king of the Pal dynasty. My 
pupil Mr. Mahitmmiiid Mnimiriddin, B.A., lia* given me 
a small scrap fram a Bullait in whieli the attempts of this 
innuJirch to lavish a beautiful coualry-girl tnnimd Lilfl, 
F 
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wlio tmd come m Kitbe in ttie celebrated Dighi, called 
the Mnhvpal Dfghi after him, are described in the {|uamt 
and archaic countTj-dialect. We ba^e got numerous 
references of Ballads composed in honour of many of the 
Tfindu Bajas in classical BengaU wnrka. T 'ivill notice 
them in the concluding chapter of this Introduction, 

So this country waa full of Ballads, Bupa-kiitbait and 
Oiti-kathas sung by wondering minatrols who like the 
Meditoval rbpsodista of Europe singing the song of 
Aucassion and Ntcolette, visited every part of n vast 
country and thus enriched our language with fi«t forms of 
poetical eiipression so profusely found in Inter times in 
our Ballads, Classical works and in the Lyrics of Vnisuava 
aong^masters. 


5. .Votes on Longuo^c. 

Many peculiaritieB of Eastern Bengal dialecti are in 
evidence in the Bali ads comprised in this os in live preced¬ 
ing volumes. .As no grtimmar of the Bengali language 
properly so called, hoe yet been written, tiie etteuipta of 
the writers of grammatical treatises in Bengal having been 
hitherto directed towards a slavish imitation of tlie works 
of Penini and Bopadev, the peculiarities of local dialects 
found in the Ballads should bo noted for the use of our future 
grommariauB and philologists. I jot down l>clow some that 
have struck me. 

fl) 'v' is often found changed into *ei'. Wtiere a 
man of \V, B, eayn 'll' (yefi). his brother on tlw ht^rdets 
of the Pad ms will say (from ‘itt’J. In ihese baJliida 
we often find ‘tY for for 'fliSl’, ^<ssn" for 

W. for for and •aitu’ for 

(2) V in often changed into as in for 
for ‘El* for ■tPra' / ^ aud frpr ' cinS 

for for * CtFTfl ' m 
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C*t^ cww i, ’ for ' for * c^\ 

•^'for^C^' for ‘ ''^gi ’fqr 

•^T^' for *PIT^\ ’?5ra’ for ‘<7ttm' (4 rider). 
*?5* for 'c^ {m>utiiacJie), for *CTf*l' {addition). *^*i' 
for 'CVtfl' {lap}, VI fopooj for 'C^*- 

(3) There are ioiritiinces <ir ehaogmg into as in 

‘C3RR' for (storm), 

(4) and 'i' iuto for for ‘w^ 

(stick), for *Ttil (goat), 

(6) V intti ^ for ’CS^* (drum}, 

(6) into ‘A' *fn^’ for 

(7) *5i’ sod TCry often take the Form of V in 

E. B. dialects. The exomplea arc bo numcroiiH that we 
need not quote too many of them, 'cat’ for ‘ffani’ 

for 'c»rOTl\ ‘flftf' for ‘»nt¥, '^1^' for ‘rm*. 'n' fw 

for '“ra* are very common. 

Tlterc h a humorous story rtihiting to the last form 
for MS'). We have got a Sanskrit sloka which for- 
hjda tire Westerners to accept blessings from a Bmhmm 
scholar of Eastern Bengal, For the usoal form of such a 
blessing would be (May yon lire for a 

bondred years), but the Eastern Pandit notdd say for 
**1^ cursed witli a ahori Jife). 

(8) In a few cases is used for as VTCif 
for *C5^ ^TC5T', 'iltfr for ‘^T^r, 

Often a vowel is added to n word apparently without 
any rcasou, as in for fur 

for *sm', for for The 

introduction of tho long vowdI is quite ttncalled 
for in Uiu above words. In tome rare easCsi the vowel 
‘fe* is introduced in the Buine manner us in ‘StS^Tir' 
for In the word ‘Vpn’ (for '^^’1 the vowel f 

is generally found placed between the first and the second 
letters. SonielimcB Jetters arc oniUtcd. In for 

'r(5twn‘. kb*' '1* diaappcar> louving ilie Jong vowel cti in its 
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place, lii lor‘OITfsi'thi) vowel di^appearit anrl 

in for for ‘^p* there is (in omission of ‘si', 

The (louhiing uf lelter« i» another leiture of Eastern 
diah-cifi, Ji3 in 'W* for f%ii' for 1^^' 

The iilinniH of E. B. ililTer in many plueo!! with thofie 
.if W. it. 

The liriit thing that atnkes one on thie puiut ia 
|iMiii.'iii> iiKi* ot the tviird fiTtfl an ^uhix in vprl>^ in E. B. 
■lialiieta. Take for ttidtaiice^f^^ ’rts^ ^rn:’!* *TTHCi, 
etc, Id the pliu^s t>l ibfl Bwt two, the W, it, 
ntioiD would bo Ttl, ftl nnd those for the iaiter 
two forms would be simply and ’HCB* ju Wci-l. The 
verhit! sn]iplimiciil >Ttstt was prahaldy in vogue in M'l^siern 
ditiktiiE u few centuries ago, for we find ii u<(eiJ in ilu’ oM 
niir^ert ^itga Ct®!l»*i C®lT^ OnpftS^t' it ^la^ 

not nllogcther vaninhed from colloquial di&leot of W. B. 
Exprconinniv ‘•u.'h C*tCS', ^ *iC5 C*(C*tW', 

sull iR use bui the idium ia not exactly like that current 
iti ttii‘ dialm‘ts of iv. B, Thure (k a apeeial use of the word 
eirn m W, U, When they say, mcaiift u 

hurl, u pain. Th«' Iv> B. {icoplo itn not use thi* wiml in 
that sense Tlicy may eay, SFPn, £Ft^ viTiJl, winveying 
tliL' iduise uf puiii or hurt, hut the word viT^T alone does nut 
carry such im iin|Nirt. 

Anotluir (xuiit of diffcretico arises in the use of the 
difT.-rfiit roriiiaot C’fflSl hy K. B. piwpli*, tho itliiun of 
W U. pcotdo licing m such (Mmeh the various verbal forms 
qf c*iwi. The E. B. tnsm %voijld »ay ^ frii. cfnyf tfii, 

fifvi, etc,, wlierv Ui» brother of ihifWcst wniitdsay 
^ CTO, «CT CTO, CTO. etc. The loiter Would add a 
[nriii of Of-^ to imply Imperative tiiihxI, uuiking it a aiifiix 
of tlie veVh. Tima CSC? C*, C’TCn C?, CfC? C^, lire idioms 
by them wlwre E. li, pMiptc would simply say tspf, 
^!Ft, Of course during tbi* last wiiltiry many 

cluuige^ have bieii effected In the idiomatic forms used hy 
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both the people owing to h fur greutef eomtunniositiun Ijet* 
ween the imt provinoiia than over existed before, I have 
cited exuinpliMi frota the diak'Ct of backward vi]lage>i, where 
we hod foma of the older typt' unaffected l>y modera iutci'* 
change of words and idiouin. 

That many Beogali vvords had onginaJly a pluraJ form 
will be proved by tiie retnunntt of old liBagea whicii atilJ 
linger in thum, Jn E. B. particnIarJy such forms still 
extat to a cooBiderabli* extoni, as for fiJic word 
does not acluaJJy imply a face, but the model of it in 
burnt clay from wbicb the faces of gods and goddesses are 
prepared by potters), 'W for ‘w’ ?tn Dak), 

for SlwT for ‘fttW', "fT51* for (*ni meana a 

iiandle of the aJ>aja> of a himd for cnltunry pucpofies), 'ftit' 
for ‘ra’, ‘sitin' for (a special kind of flower), “Jnsf;* 

for “TO*, for '*ra', ‘Tf1‘ for(the word ‘ffl' moans 
the middle part of u fish orof a fruit panictilftrly a long gourd, 
when cut by a chopper easily traced from ‘irWl* for 
The words ‘*fFJ**, ‘Tnn’, ‘kWt’ maybe cakeo as instani'cs 
of the rule of the long vowel being suffixed to the letten> 
preceding the double letter of a w'ord where there baa been 
an otiiisaion of one of thtmu But the long vowel 'W1' of 
the lost letter indicates the original idea of plurality. 

The verbs Tpt*, etc., of W, B. take -the forms of 
c^to., in E. B,, But instancca of the latter are also 
now and theu fotmd in old classical xvorks of W, B,, showing 
that (hough (irigirially these verba in their different shapes 
wore current in bnth ihe provinces, particular forms have 
become stereotyped in «omc localities in camparntivoly 
modern limes. 


'u i'ttjj/fisfnma /or tWerfirm*. 

Biiu'c the {iiihlknlion of the Knaieru Bengal BAlliirfs 
(Vol, J)p 1 boM* rmdvvil let lei k tfnn> a urnnhci of 
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gentlemen of Mymensingii who have in a friendly spirit 
iitiggested eutnu correolions to tny note^ as editor. These 
tnaiuly relate to the mcniiii^a of ihe tckcuJ words of the 
district used in the Ballads. I am eonseioua of my 
Umitatiaus in the matter and I heartily t hnn k the gentle* 
men for their aiiggeathms. I am, however, myself « man 
of Eastern Bengal, and have been working in the held 
of old literature of my country for nearly half u century. 
My knowledge of tlie dialects of Eastern Bengal is not 
only Brat hand, hut is based on a oomparetive study, 
which, [ presutne to say, gives me n position of some 
udvantogo over those who have criticised mo. Though 
1 may not be able to accept ail the fluggestions, so kindly 
dfiered mo, eo for as those words are concoraed which 
Imve a peculiar local use not to be found in the clasaics 
of other districts, I am preparcit to accept the correct ions 
after a disctissiotii of each <)iic&tion on its own 
merits. 1 give lielow tbe oorrecclmis suggested with 
my remarks. 

(1) Mr. Surendra Ktsfaore Chakravarti, M.A,, 
M-E.A,S. (Lend.), Prnfessor of English, .^nandamohan 
College, refers to tbe word (Vol, I, Introduction, p. Uii) 
wLitih I coD&iiJered to have been derived from 
(pmliibikd). Mr. Cluikravarti argues on the authority 
of Todur Muire Bent Roll of ipioted by Geldwin 

and Blockmoii'A HiMtury aiwl Geography of Bengal, that 
the word Is jHissibly derived from the Persian ivord — 
an arm, a wing. He says that Ihs Persian word is again 
derived from the Sanskrit ^vu^d vhE, from which we imve 
got the Bengali word auonjiimant of the arm. 

Whatever history the word may bear of its origin, 
there is no doubt that the eurreuI Bengali word er^{aial 
honw. is considered ti> la* a word of reproach. 

Ill the gunealogical records of tbe Bengalis of higher 
rostis, the Wind is ahviiys used in the isense of 
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** forbidden ** or " proLibited/* Tlic Kiilins alwfiTS 
spcok with sizeer about and th&y imply by the 

term a place outside the recognised ceotres of respectabie 
classes of a particular rommunity. A tnaii living in the 
loses his t!ufinism> Hence the curretit meaning 
of the word when it is connected with c*Pt, is (|t?grtide<I 
in sense. Moreover J[r. Chabrararii is not right in saying 
that the Persian word is derived from Sanskrit. TJiere 
art* common wnrda fn Persian and Bambril. derived from 
an earlier Indofranian source. 

(3) deferring to the date 1191 in connection with some 
incidents in Firoze Shnlia’e reign (Mjmensingh Qitika. 
Vol I, Part n. Introduction, p. 7), Mr. Chnkravnrti 
objects to it on the strength of some coins recently 
diacovercd. leading to tlie conclusion that Firoze Shaha 
ruled from Ilb6-ll8t)( He does not give any particulars 
about these coins, Acconhng to his finding there is 
tlte differeuce of a year or so between his dste and that 
given by me, I took liia date from the History of 
Myrncnsiiigh by late Babu Kedamath Bpso,—an auihori- 
tativoworkon the history of tkf district, Tiw matter 
however re(|uir&!k furthar hialortc-Al investigations. 

(3) The wiird C<T»tl (p. 16, L 1, Myinensiogh Oi tika), 
Mr. Chakravarti ^uys that the meaning ol the word is 
probably "on open land near the homestead.” This 
word is so common in all parts of Eastern Bengal end 
is w) [rofjttently used in ciiri|unction with the word 
that any meaning given merely by conjecture is out of 
pla(«, sol see no reason to change my view'g. 

(1) The word (loose) (p, 5X, I. lU). Tin* wriu-r 
contends that the word is ^1^ and not ett^. in the 
face of tile fact* however, that tlie word is found ns "sttl?!! 
i** the Ballad obtained from his own district, J aee no 
reason to accept the BUggestei^ change. In the port of 
Eastern Bengal, of which I nm a nntlvo, the word is 
uud not 
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(S) f5riT9 57l fp alt 1- li)* Mr. Clwleropftrti aayitbat 
tbit word slwnld be ftpfrt -331 He sayi that tbe word 

or thickened milk, is the term used in bis dUtticl. 
In onr |wvrt of tlie province, Jiowever, thu word meaiiB 
a fruit of iLo species of cucumber. It in hia part of the 
district it is it is nil right, hut words are sometimes 

used in different form? in the different parts of the same 
district. So n imiform rule does not apply to all cases. 

(C) (p- 67, 1. i). ft the word means vegetable- 

tood of a particular kiiwi and also a certain hind of cake, 
the latter would he more relevant. 

\7l (p. G7, L 11), ilr* Chakravarti refers 

to a particular oeremony oiiservcd by the wotnon-folk of his 
district, when the bride first enters her father-in-law’s 
home. This ceremony i» called . Not only 

Mr. Cbakravnrti bui also a few other critics of my book have 
given tin' sann* interpret at ion to tlit; word. It is ft word 
peculiar to Mymeneingb, So ray meaning 
is evidently incorrect- 

(81 (p- 73,1. 14>. The word artflil means a 

flag, ttieans the planting of a tlag-poet aa a 

sign of posBcsaion. f wrcic that the word meant planting 
of ft post and omitted ' flag ‘ which was understood and 
implied ns a matter of course, Mr. Cluikravarii makes 
the; ni#»finiiig clearer. 

(9) ^ or 3^ tp. ‘<i, 1,8), Mr. Gliakravarti is right 
in bolding that it raeaiia “ To osk,*' The word is derived 
from 

(10) ^lW5 (p. 113. 1. 4). The meaning (for) 

suggested by him may Ik more relevant to the contest. 
Bui I cannot acce[4 thia meaning os the word is nowhere 
u«d in ibftl acnao. It is n very eomraon word n Bengali 
literature anil nowhere is *i used lor TO, It always moans 
‘'ncRr" Hero also the racanmg would oot 

hr ipnppropriute or irrelevant 
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(11) Tipn (p. 1S3, I* lij* I think Mr, Cliakravani ta 
right in boiding th&t it tne&nii A big earthen pot." I 
thought it meant a oapkiD. This meaning 1 gave on the 
fiirength of what Mr. Suresh Ch. Dhar said. Be ^as for* 
merly my asBlstant and hlmsolf a uative of the Eastern 
Mymeaaingli whence the Ballad was ooHected. 

(13) (p. 12S, 1. 12). Mr. Cliabravarti saja that its 

meaning b ** a tick" ; whereas 1 said ihat ii meant a 
slop. I did 30 on Mr. Dbar’s authority and 1 think 5 was 
right. The senflfl “kick" would be quite inappropriate 
here. 

(13) (p, 140, I, 101, Mr. Chabravarti fiUggeats ite 

meaning to be But for obvious reasons I cannoi 

accept it. 

(14) flhrs (p. ’OS. 1.20), Mr.Chakra vartisuggeats 

itfi meaning to be ' dependents.* But lie is not aupported by 
any authority tliat I know of. The word is very 

common in the ftceounl-booka of shop-kceiairfl. They 
imply by it arrears from *' outside people.*' 1 think the 
tneamiJg " England *‘ wliich the word " now boars 

is to be traced to its original sense of ** oatsidcfs.*' 

. (16) (p. 160, 1. 14), I left tlm word with a query, 

ajL I could not know its meaning , Mr. Chakravarti says that 
it means a gold or silver oruiiment shaped like a flower with 
some holes in it. Be further says that the word is now out 
of use, Ta hie meaning then a mere gness 7 What is bis 
authority? 

(10) (W^ <p, 194, L 13) —" Burnt earth,*' I think this 
meaning is right. 

(17) Vtfw an? (p. 160,1. 7), Mr, Chakravarti says that its 

meaning is ** seed paddy." But is apparently a dis¬ 
tortion of wn!t, and is a very common e^rprefision. 

II, however, the word has a local meaning, he maybe right,* 

(18) (p. 315- 1- 22). According to Mr. Chakra* 
vnrti the meaning is '* The sprinkling of cowdung iniiod 

o 
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with w(iter,“ He IS quite wrong here and it be csrefuUy 
conauIts the contest ha will Biirely be convinned that my 
meaning is right. 

(X9) (p. 3fll, 1. 10- U is oonteniled that tn is an 

abbrevieted form of *|s*. But were it the case, the form 
would have been tC'f which is freqiienlly found in our old 
liierature, The word fes is ao common and the 

word 377 is 80 often found in these very Ballads used in the 
place of fei that I am sure f am right. 

Mr. Mahim Ch» Dntta CboudhaH, B.A., Rector, 
Anjumau High Sehc I, Netrakonu, has drawn attention to 
the following words nnd offered some auggesUona for cor" 
rection. 

Mr. DutU Choudhari mys thnt the worda in the printed 
Bu^lladd do not always exactly conform to the local pronuu" 
elution. T quite agree with him in this respect. The 
Ballad'Collectors, inspiteof my instruetiotis to the contrary, 
did not give the ootlotiuial forma of words always, not being 
able to avoid the influence of written Bengali. Ido not, how¬ 
ever, agree with Mr. DiUta Chmidhnri on every point of 
detail as local pronuncintions vary in different parts 
of Mymeuslngh. Hu has referred to the following 
words 1— 

ti) 

'VI^ a;:?*, ‘wc«i for crS.'^’ These, according to 
him, should be as fotlnwa, respectively:— 

‘VtTT*, '♦tC'TI ‘VttTfl lO'* fWf 

CSS,' 'Na?l’ and are evidently printing mis¬ 
takes and i am sum that the words andare 

prtmounced tia such at leaat in ^loino parts of Myrnensiogh. 

(3) (Vol, I, Bart ‘2, p. 1, U 1) certainly 

means the Snu-Oixt. In my notes I have mentioned this 
SB an akemalivc meaning. 

(3) (p. 5) roeaiu WTOTi, j but I bold that the 

word was originallv derived fmm r|rfTl and see no reaeoq 
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to CLbange my as it mny be traced to extensioo of 

600*8 rap." 

(4) *?!« 50tc»rf *Ti' (p. 7>. I tbink my meaning ia 
right. *11^’ and 'Ttt' are oorruptioos of ^TW. If the word 
woold coma from it wooJd he ^1^ and not ?ta. 

(5) (p. lOl. The word implies both brick and 
stooe io popular language of Eastern Bengal. It evidently 
bears a closer relatiou to the word 

(61 a5T* (p. 15). Mr- Dutta Cboudluui oonLenda 
that means (near). ifi a Sanskrit word and 
means (bmast) - The phrase vn is very famiUer. 
I am afraid my critic is not oomsct here. 

(7) ‘f¥l’ fp. ^34). I iwcapt the comeciLon auggeatad. 
Tbs word means iftT (hand) and not a * stable * as I soppos* 
ed. But is the word ‘WVI* still correat in the dialects of 
MjtnenBingh and in the aonse suggested, or is it a mere 
guess? U latter be tbe ossa I would feel a heBltancy in 
ocoeptiog the suggestion. 

(8) aw (p. '27). Tbe word means ''Bania" and hence 
a goldsmith according to Mr. Dutta Choudhari, The word 
■^ifa ho'wever tneona wages of a goldsmith in [lopular dia¬ 
lect. 1 think both tbc meanings arc applicable. Mr. 
Dutta Choudbari’s stiggeation seenM better. 

(9) ‘WW*1 (p. 28)- Mr, Dutta Choudbarl derives 

the words from ^ the naroea of the two 

serpents on the liead of the god * Siva. 

(10) <p. 34) is said to be au abbreviatioo of alflW. 

Quite likely. 

(11) W«rtC^' (p. 35). Mr. Dutta Choudbari sup¬ 
poses the word *W1 to mean ‘ close/ ‘ eud,' Tbia is quite 
unwarrantable. The word everywhere means e^^ning. 

»WTn>T|* means * evening of the day.' He supports 
his queer view by citing *lWi’ (literally ' evening of 
life But there tJie word ia used in figurative aenuo. 

With reference to words -iHlq (p. 41), ^TSTtVI (p. 41), 
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(p, 43), etc., he gives mcaalngj; at a gUGa«. We 
want Tneaintigs in current uac. Everyone may give a 
catalogue of his oonjecturee. We are not tutcreatcd m them. 

(151) Heoarrects the meaning that I have 

given of as being darivedi from (mustard), Mr. 
Dutta C hand Lari and several other people of Mymensingh 
lire ummimous in remarking that re a very common 

word in the place :iiid always mean * agricultural producta 
of all kinds.' So tny moaning is wrong. 

^L3) fp. 50'( I thought il to mean (a 

match-mokor). Dutta Chondhari nays the word not only 
means a match-maker but also other daasee of men a» 
anti sans, labourers, etc. Quite so. Biituiyobjwt was not 
to write a vocabulary while giving meanings, aud I coiifined 
myself to tiie context only. 

With regard to the words (p. 42) (p. 113} 

he supposea that the suffix in nut a aepLirnte letter, it is 
tni integral part of the whole word, the meanitig of which 
does not ohatigo by tlin letter being used us suffix. 
With regard to lie oomendB that it is b contemptuous 

form of I hut itself is oontempluouii ; and the 
suffix would be ijuite superficial if il wem used to imply 
contempt. 1 believe this ih derived irr>m and used to 
give stress on the w-ord of which i-t hits (jciomc the suffix. 
The usual aignillcancc of '*11* throughout itic country is to 
imply n negative sense. But in thesi; Ballads we so fre- 
rjuentJy find the hitter used in an affirmative seosGr that 
ive have no doulrt, this in g*aTil and ^ (wan tEie 
same import as wc hnd in other places. Curicualy tbia uae 
in the affirmative sense ia not altogether extinct in other 
parts of Bengal. We have cited examples in our Intro* 
dnetion to Vol. 1, Pt, I, p. Iiii). This W is still used 
oa a sign for both interrogative and affirmative, and does 
not always imply negation. 

U4) (p* 113). Like Mr. Chakravarti the present 
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critic also commits e blunder Uj enppnsbg Umi tbc word 
mcajm nndl not and 1 need scarcely repeat 

that the word hi found so profusely lu our old literature 
always in the sense of (with which it is ao analogous 

in its form), that there is no room for guess here, 

(15) •!*)* (p. 114). The phrase cvidontly 
ineona ' iand fit for egricuUnre.' It is in uee in every part 
of Bengal, But Mr* Dutta Choudbari contends that it 
means ' plot of land which has not been leased t4i any 
tenant.' f do not Itnow if it is the local meaning confined to 
a particuJar place. 

(16) (p. 107). Choudhuri says that it means tlie 
cage of a bird prepared with split bamboos. 1 tliink he is 
right, 

(17) C^^RTtn (p, 10(1), 1 derived the word fmm wtflsn 

(lielm). The word is found used iu (his seiiiie in inimy old 
Bengali poems. CViJ'Wf wft wm^r Tltfi" ( 

by Saka 1385, corresponding to 1473 A. I).). 

If it had meant an oar, it would not have been placed 
on shoulders of tite boal-man at the time of plying 
the boat. That it is derived from is self-evident, 

[f it means on oar in the local dialect of Mymcosiugb, it 
has certainly deviated from its original import; and in- 
atanoes of such confuaion in meanings of words when they 
are accepted an toanh from a difTerent province are not rare. 
The word C^#5fn is derived from and both the 

forms are in evidence. By the law of V changing into 
*1' it is easy to trace the word from 

(18) (p. 244), According to Mr, Duuu Ohou- 
dhari it is a particular class of birds which are locally 
called 

(18) (p, 272). Mr. Cboudbart objects (o the 

meaning I gave of the word, p«., ' to destroy/ ‘ to hurt/ 
* to attack/ and frw' he iirterpreta ae ’ began to 

come.’ But t am not prepared to accept this meaning. 
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It tB a verj eommon pbraoe &ll over Bengal and I tbmk ] 
am right in aUokiDg to the sense. 

(20)1 (p. 318). Mr. Choudhari says U mcaos 

a sari worn by women thrtiugh the middle of which runs a 
striped Jins lilm b border (), Here be is quite 
wrong, 'JMf# is frequently found m old Bengali literature 
and mpoDs a coarae cotton san (facJt 
vfl^rl^—Maynamatl songs). 

Bttbu Amiilya Charan Chakravarti (P. O. doyka, 
Kamnratiu^ Diet. Myrnensiugh) has offered some sug¬ 
gestions. Ho says ‘STfiTtn< litei' is not io the Routh-East 
of Eisiioroguttj, it is the tliat is so ; VlfiltllS 

is in the North-East of Kishoregunj. His siiggestlons eeem 
to me to be gciiernlly very fair, I note them below :— 

(1) (Vol, I, Pt. II, p. 7» I, lo). I supposed 
that the word meant ‘ s house of good faaUicin ' hut it has 
a local meaning. Mr. Chakravarti says that it locally 
meaiis a Bungalow. He has drawn a picture of the 
house implied by the word from which I find it to 
be the femltiar type of a house of old school, which at 
one time was extensively in fsahion. It is a house 
or temple with curvilinear roofings of which FurgusBon 
gives the credit of invention to Bengalees. Tliie sort 
of house used to serve the purpose of a parlour, in 
Myrnensingh till half a century ago. Li otdeJX limca it used 
to lie built with brreka, but tbe^tTH ’W though it 
retains its traditioaa! form is geocraUy made wilh straw and 
bamboos. 

(2) (p, 83, I, 11). 1 find from what Mr. 

Chahravarti writes that Ilia word is not oonfined to the 
meaning “ day-1 obourer “ as I supposed. In Eastern 
Mytuenaingh U also implies " uriiaatia wiui are noted for 
their fine workmanship." 

(3) fp. 32, 1. II). ait*1 accordiog to liim 
meaiia t]ie lower ptui of a thatch or hedge. But in our 
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part of the country (Dacca), the word means a tliatcbed 
door. 

(4) vm (p. G3, last line). 1 meant 'To 
create a aoand by mildly striking the Ups with one's palms, 
three times/' 11 is an expression often found in the 
Vaisnava padaa used in this sense in connection with the 
games and sports of the boys. But Mi, Chakravarti while 
agreeing with me on this point says that in the present 
case my meanitig i« quite wrong and that 1%^ fTO is a 
sort of painting on the ground by means of powdered rice 
and w'ater made by women for ths reception of the Jiew 
bride. Be tins shown the sort of painting by a drawing in 
hie letter. It is a familiar rite observed during marriage 
ceremonies in the diatrict and in the preaent case the 
meaning is as clear as nnything, I think T must accept 
tiis meaning, 

(5) wite ^ (p, 61. I 12). The word »mt 

means a hotel and 1 gave tlie meaning " The way at the 
vicinity of a hotel." But I loam from Mr, Chakravarti 
iltat the word ba« a local mefluing. raeanB Jfvps 

(broad), 

<fi) (p, lSf3, 1. II), He saye that my mean* 

iog ' napkin ' is wrong. The word means m earthen pot. 
I have already referred to this meaoing of the word given 
by aouthsr genlleinsn. 

(7) (p, 127,1, 2), according to him is a tigress, 
a corruption of 

He oorrocta the meanings of <p. 67, 1. li), aW 

(p. 27.1. 7), fjjwi (p. 167.). 17). rfvutia (p, 1S6, I. 7) 
as others have done, in agreement with Mcears, B. W, 
Chakravarti and Dutta OhoudhaTi. 

(8) Wfvwmt (p. 20B, 1. 20), I explained it aa (a 
hanging rope-shelf), This I did at a guess. But be suya 
that It means n post of bamboos orer whicb there is a 
circular holder made of split bamboos for keeping pistes 



GENERAL INTROEtCTlON 


Ivi 

and cnoliing potu in the kitchen. He Uj \ think, right att 
the word is purely local, 

Mr. Dhananjay BhatUcbarjya, M.A., Professor of 
Cooch''Beh)ir College, corrects the mEanJogs of the words 
^ ^ and given liy me on the tinea of tJie other 

critics, 80 it is not ncciesaiiiy to repeat his arguments here. 
With regard to the word (text, p, i04), I thought 

it to be an ahbrovtatioti nf —the familiiu Enaiiipu]a> 

tioii of the betel leaf into a triaugular shape with nut, lime 
and other ingredients inside. But Mr. Bhattachorjya says 
that in MyttiBnaiogh it tneans a apecial rite observed by 
women before the bridal ceremony. Though betel leaf and 
spices ore important factors ii> tlie rite known as irnNst, 
the word impUes many things more, from the ofipdiid 
painting in the courtyard and placing of the vermilion box 
in an ausjnciouB can duum to the ninging of bridal songs 
by women, recital of metrical poems relating to nuptial 
devotion and playing different kinds of musical iDsirumentet 
prior to wedding. All these nro implied in the 
ceremony, and sometimes it requires full five hours lo go 
Ihrough it. 

I liave had a long correapondenioe with Mr. JatlDdra> 
oath Majumdar, B.L., Pleader and Zemiodar of Uymen- 
eingh, about the date of BangaidaH, the great poet of the 
Manaaha cull of the dietrioL Bangsidas figures in the 
Ballad of Konaram os one of its chief characten, sketched 
hj his daughter Chandravati—the author of the Ballads 
of Blalua and Kenarain <Vol. f, Pt. If, pp, 41-9rt and 
pp. 182'22ft) whose unfoitutiate life has been ao pathetically 
described in the Ballad named after her composed by the 
poet Nayanchand, 

In the edition of Mauasha'inADgal written by Bangsidaa 
with the help of his gifted daughter, and published and 
edited by late Ramnatb ChaLravarli, we find the date of 
the compoflition of the poem given by the poet himself: it 
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U Baka 1497 or 157B A.D, Mr, Mojumdar'f coQtoition w 
that the work was a Ttiach laiar compoaition. Id order to 
prove this he nianhals out an array of argumcote wliicb 
shows a great pairtstakiDg zeal on bia part to arrive at the 
truth, I refer to one of bia arguments. He says that the 
dates given by scholarly maaipulations of words, all denot¬ 
ing mathematical figurea, should be rend from the left side— 
if{^. But here we 6nd the ooQtrary to be the caee- 
It is not likely that a scholar like.BangEidas should 
tranegrcaa the canon in vogue in this matter. This, I 
beg to say, is not a correct view of the point. In 
vernacular paernsj even great Banskiit scholars do not 
always follow that nilo. Tbe great Etarat Cbandia himaolf 
gave* the date in the colophon of one of his poems 
as which is to be read from tbe right 

and not from the left aide. Khulsram wrote a 

Dbarmamangal poem in 152T A.D,, and in the oolophoDi 
he gave the date in the following verses"ftC* ^ 
wm wen TO» ciwtiw ^ (Bai^a- 

Bhaaa-o-Sahitys, p. 400) which is to he read from tbe right 
side and yields tbe reenU Saka 1449 (15^ A,D.), 

Similarly in the translation of Kaahikhairia, oompiled 
under the auspices of Maharaja Joynarayan Qbosal, by 
many learned Pandits, the date is put as Saka lrl4 (1792 
A.D ), to be read from tbe right side. Even in Sanakrit 
poems tbe rule wrT vrwi vtll is not always observed. In 
the well-known Sanekrit work Balblcharit, we find an 
example of a breach of tliis canon. In the Sabhar inscrip¬ 
tions relating to Raja Harish Chandra disoovered by the late 
Pandit Ajnritatianda Gupta and published in the Dacca 
TXuview', some years ago, the date given is to bo read from 
the right. So the arguments td Mr. Majumdar on this 
point does not hold water. But I need not give*here the 
gist id the whole cotTospondcnce, as his contention, that 
the l)Ook wiiH written miiitb Inter is hamal on n wrong 
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arittviueticaJ coiculation* so obvious Ihxtt it will make his 
wholtj logic crtjidbk dowQ Hko s houso of airds, as soon 
as it is pointed out to him. I tun sure, ho will st onw 
accept the date of the cobpbon tinil not brand it as ftn inter¬ 
polation, According to bis cnlculaiion,—chic fly based on 
the genealogical recorda of the family of Baiigsidas,—the 
[loei lived 30it years agn, that is to say about the year 
lOST. He eaya, " If wc follow the dale given in the colo¬ 
phon (8akn I'm?) we find that the l^k was compoEcd 450 
yesra ago*" This he ooiiBidera impossible, arguing on the 
alrcngth of a variety of reason* based tm the Facta of 
contemporary history and land jug to tlie conclasion that 
Bangsidas coulil not have daurinbed earlier than leba Klian. 
Blit where does he find that Bnngai lived 453 yc^ars ago? 
According to the colophon, Bangsi lived about Saka 1497. 
It is now Saks 1849, so ho lived 352 years ago. Tha date 
of the coloplion is 1575 A.f). and his date is lfi27 A.D, So 
the difference is only of 52 and not of 162 years as ho has 
orroneously supposed. The date In the colophon dijcs not 
show that lEwi POCE lived at an age earlier Limn that sf 
laha Khan. laha Khan fought with Maueiugli in 1503 and 
Bangsidas wroto his Manaaha-mangal in X575, wi tlioy were 
cotitomporariee. ! would not have taken so much spate 
in pointing out a aimple eiror in arithnieUcal calculation 
but the side-issues raised by Mr, Majumdar are impoTtnut 
and a, discussion waa neceatiaty for obvious reasons. 

He furtlier says that the Bccouiit given by Chandravaii 
of her fBtl>f!r'ii poverty ie not correct, for the family is ricli 
now and they b»vc a lauded properly which goes hy Ihingsi* 
das'fl ufttne in the Ooltectorale records. Hin deacendants 
were and are still rich und influeniial in the wuntrv. 
These Heb dencendimta would not nnliirnlly like to lieir 
that their great ancestor vros so poor tluiL “hi# 
siraw-rool proftucely Icokeil during the ratna," Tt may 1ic 
» (Iiifstion of prestige with some of tiis descopdantii 
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EQd I am draid Mr^ Majumdar was probably led by the 
views of icterested parties in dlBcrediting the simple 
account given by Cliondravati. As regarda BoDgeidas it ia 
quite poBsibie (hat in bis later life, aa his fame spread over 
the country « be got eome landed property. It is not also 
unlikely that the property in question was named after him 
in bis honour by one of bis descendante. Bat whatever tbs 
cause may boj we cannot dishotiove the story given byCbondra* 
vati. She had no reason to refer to her father’s poverty, 
if he was Dnt actuaily poor. Everyone reading the account 
would be impressed by her simple narration of facts and 
her childlike sincerity. The description she has given of 
her father, is so graphic that we feel it to he true in its 
detail. It is consistent with the traditional pride of aeoeiic 
life of the saintly Bmhitiins of that age and there was no 
reason on the part of his daughter to be ashamed of his 
poverty. He spumed the offer of unlimited wealth from 
the robbers, becanae it was earned by the murder of inno' 
cent men. Thin accontit, far from lowering him tn our 
estimation, adds a aoperb grandeur to his person it lily. The 
picture of ICenaram has the stamp of real history iu it taken 
from life by a direct witne^ and I do not nee how he could 
be a copy of Narada, there lieing hardly any analogous 
point between the episodes of Valmiki and Kenaram except¬ 
ing the fact that both were reformed by the inffuence of 
piety. 

The autobiographical notice givau by Bnngaidae is in¬ 
teresting. 1 quote below the goueulogy of the famtly drawn 
up to now : 


aftfr Bir4l I 

f’CS cwtftcsTfl I 

wwnft 3ITGIC3 I 
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7^ Stray 


Every MslKimedtin> however low hie poetition may be, 
has an iefitinctire desire to oontribotc sometlnag to local 
history, and ita tljia reapect he shows a great coniraet vvtlh 
hia Hiodu neighbour. As soon as a 
B4n«4^n^ror Hindu becomes a MohomedaD convert, 
lariaiBU. beooniea conscious of the diaorgniused 

condition of the older Hociety, partveipatiug in a eeoae of 
vigorous unity, characteristic of the followers of Islam. 
He oommonceH to take pride in thp gloriea achieved by 
Mabomedan armit on llieir mission of world-conquest and 
CDDBideis himself on integral pari of the whole Mahomodan 
comDitinity. There is Lanlly any such oonscious feeling 
in a Christian convert. Inspite of alt outward profesaions 
of brotberbood made by the followers of Christ, ho feels 
that lie is outride the pale of the society of the heaven- 
bom—the Whites. 

The Hitiduu are quite apatbetio to the incidents that 
transpire around, whereas even the most [Jetty affairs of 
this tnundano world are taken serionsly by the Mahome- 


dans. This interest is.clearly in evidence in bundreda of 
abort BaUads which issue forth from the Press, every year 
in Bengal, eomposed by Mnhonuidan [leasaoitgf- It may 
interest our roadern to know something of the great activi' 
ties of the Mabomedans of the rural villages in tlie field 
of local hiBtory. It is the country bards amongst the 
Mahomedans, generally ilUterste. who have coropoaed 
and presorved the liistorical Ballads shout Uewan 
Isba Khan I Dewan Manwoor Khan, Dowans Alai and 
Dulal, Dewan Firor© Khan and other chiefs of Bengal. 
But not only this, no incident however insignificant 
is allowed to liosft unnoticed by Mahomedan peasantry. 
When anythiog transpires to cause a little thrill in 
tho popular mind, it is at unoe Lrauslstcd into a short 
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Batlad wfaicb tbc platighmati and the cultiYator aing ia 
chorus after their day’s work in the field. Tbcee Ballads 
are at once printed atid sold at a price, generally 
ranging between half an anna end two annas per copy. 
It will ainuso our rcadtirs to know of the sabject-matters 
of some of these Ballads. 

In one of lliofle Hamid Ali reoountB thegbriea of one 
Yakub Alt, a village landlord of Ohittagong " reaplondont 
as the (rod Jndra. " In another, the writer laments 
over the death of Golmani, the boatman, who perished 
in the high stsas by a freak of gale- The rtligioua belief 
of these Ballad-makers, ns indeed of ibo whole Mabomedao 
peasantry, is a curious medley of Rreconcjlable elementa. 
Oolmani, the Mabomedan boatman, when facii^ the 
storm, bmeniff in thie way:—'fWcv crfim 
Cdf»lt^ (Lord Chaitnnya Ims thrown me into this peril). 
Another Ballad dsscriboji the victEsitudea in the life of 
one Golok Bahardar, (be captain of a number of ships, an 
to bow be lost bis fortune on the 15th of Paua, on hts 
reinm home from :i sea voyage. The author gi vea an actsount 
in another share Ballad os to bow MonohAri, sister of one 
Bangairam in IIj* village of Jaynagore in Chittagong, 
left the custody of her husband owing to hb persistent 
maltreatment and took a sccoihI mate. Haradayal 
Baidya sat a judge in this case. 

Tliero are historical Ballade such se fjahar Y^tddher 
Katha, dcHcrihing tlie Burmese War, ab the sequel of 
which Raja Thebaw was dethroned and exiled. Tbc 
Chittagong Mabomednn peasant keetJa himself in touch 
with the affairs of Mnstem interest abroad, and no wonder 
therofoto, thai we find a sitmiewhai long Ballad on the 
ftchtevementa of Knmai Pasha. Me have published in 
this volume a Ballad of considerable length describing 
’‘The Ftgbl at Maniptir’' hy Mokiml A hammed. Thaw 
are many Ballade on the Btarma tha; blew over the Bay, 
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destroying villages and causing Qooda during tbe laai 
tialf-a^century. ’'In Atnaliakuli '* —a village in Chitk- 
gong—says one Baliod-monger, " hundreds of people died 
but it was a great fortune that our redonbted Latu Pandit 
survived.“ Another Ballad describing a stcmn regrets 
the loss of a qutU bdonging to an old women, iBmilierJy 
called ' Gcjldir Ma ‘ who shivered in cold as slio was 
Bulfering from chronic bronchitis. The poet. lafera to 
the one tooth, the only one that she had, which she 
displayed in all its ugUnees when kmendng the loss of 
the quill. One Balliul desenhee the valorous deeds of a 
women who si ngic-handed killed seven robl)cra and also 
ft Chuukidar. This Ballad ii surely leased on facts. 
1 will give here the subatance of this interesting song. 
The Ballad is called *lT¥»s iblf ■-sfc.&l (a poem about 
Keren mhliers). Ttm auliior, Mokbul Ahamnied, publishEd 
the Ballad from ihc> Saraswati Press, Chittagong, 
ft gives an account of n hurglary iitteuipied by seven 
robbers resulting in their death In n villuge within the 
I>uUce station ol Amtali in ibe district of Rabargunj r 

* •crtmA MX t^ui ot llHrii1«rMHi{nil<H;«aiMl, tfubirSIOilb, h»iltirc 

wima HfUrdU)*') u ■ ’VilMi' hMl, miolvnJl to> xoannJl 

\m Ihft hoatt duribft hii AbMSM. Twa tS LWiiu. ditf iii4ik3 m si'dittAzT 
i. 4ti»l 14 1^4 hgnH itid liid thai ilitf vflrp Mabir Bhihili. 

< lui of ih* Imdit* nnti4d ill* gnuti uk4 Ibf bwr wf Ht |4 U|c tliwr-flCiiW 

With 4 Ifif brinjtrct^ Hip vwiujp. 9hp vp# (q w m. 

lirgA ' I'acpt ' bcwl PDDGt^ Dti LL« biidf, pod oi«rhHt4 ILp ollFw 

dut^iilp in (hv biMt ffocii «hiclL nbP thpLr fodl .ilia levcb- 

vhfc niunpPiJ hflia* u4 lUDi^imi va p titrtpcf <4 tbf ftnt itiHf bisd a] gad la UiP 
im fabMrw thul Ith^y pnrfl- ftn lu tAkp pw#^ irlipl^pl Hhpjjf Ibkat^ fwtffi 

Ifw fframd flw, th»j naUil id4l bOflla^ ia«a« La IL# fiber. Thtj ivpid 
labAt ritinppfc ud wtri tb PHPidl Llip lodJu briI if.* Xtj* 

thPi ibfj tvpd ff lih ibtUk iiitP nf Hip Udifli bolud Llia of tbp toom la irhk% 
Ihp Lwu iD*li wpfp, Inin* Rnlhiilo, pc ibpt Uis^ ftiarp- aitdi t apiiTci. In Lbi pihipn- 
tiuw |li.p lit* roLibtr#, taiipidP 41 Up Jjtiuj «f Lbur fcmrpdtw, cu^ in • 
iu Lh« lipfw. Thn ^peIIpp lalclh^ i ^iilian *ih kEip rwsf af it^ 0m 

txcblii|iri«| iUmt iC tbff voiili ifOt Nbocfind frtnu UiP I^Imjh luitBiirfJiLHj tb*j HsynlJ 

bp Arpd pt, wiihdiiE ditpfp Utilh wp«rdri wiHi Hffi-gnui. Tl** 

Wfpn u pij-i*- ihuR 144 bupiiip Ttipj 

llkP intlt <4 Uiia 4ih,rir iJiil tnia.1ii« lliti!! r fT^rajjlfi f ipp.. koddiv 
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U ^h 6 m tmS kiUKl mii |]|« hthu ebvR- AI Lh# rvpcn glC sin>v * isbAlMt 

aI (H^lf g^lhfldwl ■! IM !iaHU: ilnik tilk^ Chhukiila^* WliAi tL# 

Cba^lfiijvT muutfil ^nitf tJw bilta^i '* W* 4ia edi knvw fw^ 

ftfQ. mmf bm ■ tlftOfikL is Sa mmy ItM h«r« uad cvm lia tbi 

mar&Em. IF jva ifkiApt to eooa* cp nm mil nrv fei 7^" Tbi C^ooki^ri 

of tlw ifemi. wiM tAKPii to M«Qil tki ilfpii wUifvEpdo tha laJut 

^ bim 4ti^ ha ftitt iSmA m *|t4t Thii iWbil a ftm noullafl^akA 
in^llit Suk^Tl^aFOetar ot Tolk# *|iS**wJ flu Iba tc*n*. Tba Jadiu balA ootilH 
ULtwi %a him *&ti laiii/' WUfl liac«a lliii jwa ■« BOt * Jifloit in f 

Tb 4 ^b4ui^'iAf rfflwrini ll^i malWT 10 *>» l^aUiot Supvi^i] loa ijtni. qf l^oiba 
who WU 0 Tti* lam* ihiial mu baU mi to htm bf iba wbo 

Hid Lblifi II «u 17011 # fwikk IliaL § dwt uMaaii itrt ol i Himsiiuli. 
The t*\\M t 47 Mu f#th 4 f 4I tba hd\fm Lind iH th* Httie filltfl- 

WELb 1 Hciika i& lui band Ilia old camo lo twJL hii nlta^bm, opob wbi<^ 

IhA Sadie# opeflutS iba dw m'I roMii^ad kim. ll» |B4llei waia ohareed with 

aillil muitlora, ioalndLiig^ lltal iif lha CSwakldu', who na a Gmwmiinal weeiraBl- 
Udl tlw DiatriVI f4iJ|pa BaballUBl ruU^d IS» id Mie ladial aod 

dL«ih 4 J^t*J bbatiE. Tbaj wflTD moiiriQTii fiTati 0 nrWald of Iwo iiEmdrcd Cor 

I iKSit btararj- 

Tbeee Ballads compriw a great variety of sulijecta, 
Herts ifl an intereetiiog account of a tiger-iiunt. It is 
writteti by one CUannu Min and publiatiod io 1206 MagLi, 
by Abdul Hob from the Chittagong Saraawati Prcaa, 

^tTi* B^SlaJ f ht* asKfltjt cf a tififf who vae warotiQlt timaelT «S Mw labdf 

bacib of * Ht« i™ Halijahttf and wit at teat iniriatait fwr I cow hj tho vnS^garib 
•tbaj aiMmblAil lo wal^ him oSH«ijr ibd wan rngbitnad to m S 4 wu ia ti^. 
The aDiiiLil nn tawardi tba rirai tod mtw al tw SwEped bjf ih* fide, Et 
oMw iiau Mw a4 Ea^liaEi. TIib hiHilwn of tha TilUft Bhtltiadlibi lathonil 
tbwre wtih Uwir howi and ftmi hm th* iLins in Mw ratadliiiM ^ain twuu uicm 
IJm i-amiLa afld c^mit to fl«l|rapijJ wSsara U14 peopla mititiofc Him Tbo 

Qal]a 4 g,oM Oil dimrihiiiaf bo* bl ilia Hindue ind the llahmiAdaai 

to kill Ihi aniibal and Min* <4 ihra chMif fiuraamJ hlcq al lha riab of 
lhair MT4 f at ms* laap#d |A|a t SkuI aoia aloqd wilh UplilUd p^wi withv 

pul Lawliiir iluz^tdWiJ, whendpon Ibejtook him fora dlKlpItof kha Tir. Ai lha 

dut mmMLut ht awiritjp emt 10 iSi* tinil tad diiappaaraiJ io lh« [laluliboOTtOi 
lull 

Tbiirt wf! see llittl from highi!!’ siibjiicts poswMsing 
a world'ivMle liiisloricnl ititen^l down to I he paUiest 
IochI jnddent» wliieli utir up the fAticy of ilie rustics, tbert* 
iA nr> Aubjeel that tin.!** village-poetp do nol touch. 1 him- 
wiili me of xiich Ballnds whkii i read with llie interest 
unit pleaiuitp of a tuan wla>gOc* through o newspaper toporl. 
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Th€ factR i>f ft cft«t are ftl times fnnnd tnisctl iifi with 
legemta, but gene rally Bjxjflking they nre true nnrrntiTeii 
occasicnalty enUveiwd by a toueb rural liimiour, Tlwy 
have neither any |X)Clica1 value nornny literary grace. Tliey 
are current gnsaip#! pul iti a meirictil farm. Their plain¬ 
ness and Hnassiitniug rtyle arc their only ijiialiftcntiona. 
But they may supply a page of a muotry's history, Iwing 
recorda of MjnlemiJorary cvenl-H carrying the ititemat ol the 
moment. It is really rcgrcltable that nnr liuimod literary 
lHidie.s And assoemtinm hflve no kuowiedge of tiiia rural 
literature of Bengal which has Iweti i^rowing lihe miiMh- 
fQoms in every part of the country year after year. There 
are rustic poeta who have achieve<l tlicit literary celebrity 
over a vast agricultural arco^ so that, when they pnhUah a 
short Ballad of this kind, ii aellB by thousand* amongst 
the peasant population, and severni editions come oiU in 
the course of two or three years. Our liternry bodies seldom 
know anything about them, The ivasantry of the G. B. 
districts, particulafly of Mymcnaingh, CliittAgong, Moa* 
ktiali nnd Dacca liave quite a praiiieiivorlhj’ record in tliU 
field. 

We cannot say from what time eancily the Ballads or 
Pofa as they am called in the coun- 
■n» ifofS p*ti. try-side, liecame so ppular. The Hindus 
used to give a poetic interest to their science and iiterahtre 
by putting every matter in a metrical form to bo sung or 
meited in a sing-song voice, in ortler to effectively pojnila- 
riBC them. We have found even iiiathomntical formulae 
couched in a poetical form-—and it is no wonder tbtil hta- 
toiical mAtters aHsnraed a poetical garb for popular sing¬ 
ing. From the lime of tlie Jafakas, ibc historical tales 
miied with legendEwete often-iimes rceiUid and sung, being 
composed in verHO, My Ericnd Kevd. Siddhartha, M.A., an 
eminont Sinhalese sclmlar in Palif tells me that the word 
* Pali ’ sometimes meant the ofwliral iia’eMigeB given in ft 
! 
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prose narratiTie, Id the rnochstaiitra ire find the prose 
tales iDterfipcfsod with SJokas, i„€., Sanehrit 'vcrees. So 
that both amonpt the Buddhiete aod the Eiodus the poeti- 
eal forma in prose nafrotives were a current TashioD from a 
very early period of history, 

Now curiously ws find that poetical portions En prose 
narratives known oa Bupa-kathas and Giti-kathas are called 
Poll by the rustic people. The Buddbista, as I have just 
said, also called ttiem so. When a tninetret or a storr* 
teller recited a tals he snug aome verses at intmab, lend¬ 
ing an effective interest to Ms performance. This word 
* PoJi in tl)e Buddhist literature has that technical mean* 
iiig which corresponds exactly with wlist is given by the 
Bengali populace to the word in respect of their Rupu- 
kathas BTul Ballads. Hcuce is it not <|uiie natural to sup¬ 
pose that tbeue kinds of popular songs ure to bo traced to 
tlial ancient period when the Buddhists were in power and 
tlio popular dialects got n recognition fwjm the intehigentaia 
of the country? 

After the decadonce of the Buddhist power, the vemn- 
cularii of India fell into dtsfovour, for a time, Ewing looked 
down upnij by the Bnilunina as pafoia. The rcvivalifits of 
Brahminisni, not only hated tljc vernaculars but alao alt 
historical subjects. Aa n rule their point of view was that 
only the deads of the immortals should be atjng and 
praised. History, which lecounu hupum acts and their 
glory, ia not worth sUidying, Such accounts are lull of 
r«!ports of petty aqufllihles, party, politics, victories and defeats,* 
which while pandering to the vamty and intereats of a 
particular people ereato a heart-burning in others. So ibe 
Brahmins declared that the pursint of a history of mortala 
Bliould be abandoned in preferenre to that of the immortola 
which cicamtes the soul nnd helps iu ascent to a higheJ 
plaiie In thia way wjUiiu b few centuries of Brehminic 
revival, whatever remained of Indian history waa allowed 
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to nm into ohUvion, atid the BaJlathi, the Rupa-katiui,-*, the 
Oiti-kathas which iiekied the tales of (mman affairs* grew 
oat of favour. They were suppLujted by Use aiiponiaturaJ 
tales of Dhruva sod Prahlad, proolaimtng the glory of 
doTotion, aod the Pauranic stories which gave tire pre* 
liistoric accounts of men and gods living together and 
stiowing their insrvetiouB feats of arms or of wisdom not 
only as neighbours but even os relations. 

I therefore cuosider that this wonderful folk-literature 
of Bengal—in which the gbrj of action and not of religious 
devotion,—tliat of renunciationi in the cause of secular love 
and not asceticism for seeking divine favour, —tiie best nttri* 
buies anti rtualitiea cf human heart and intellect, and no 
element of divine grace,—the entire dependence on self-help 
and not on the divine,—form tlw fountain and spring from 
which He peotic inspiration flows in such crystal-like 
transparence froo from alt mysticisin in it,—is to Ite traced 
from the liters turn of the Buddhists, and that the word 
*Pali’ by which tlte ruatic people of Baatcm Itcngal imply 
the verse-portion of a narrative is a direct indent from the 
early Buddhist times, being the some oipresaion that was 
once used liy ilic Buddhists in regard to the motrical 
portions of their tales. 

A reference is foL^^d in many Ballade ineludcd in this 
volume, specially in that of the light at Manipur, where 
incidetittdly the de^s of men performing heroic feats in 


their fight with tigers and other wild 
animals ore on record. An account has 
l>ecn given in tHe preface of the Hati 



Kheda, illustrating the wonderful courage of the 'Dal Shi¬ 
karis.' Tlio Historian of Manipur refers to the fact that 
Tikendrajit had kitted no less that 3,000 tigers with his own 
bonds during tua short span of life which extended to 30 
jicareouly. ThUmay seem mare or leeai hyperbolk and doubt¬ 
ful. But the hill-men lead a airangc aon of life, which living 
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03 wf> Jo to feel tiardly inctinccl to crodh. TLe 

bl]1>nin:i in tlit* iit:igLlh>ijr of wild tmimulb and fre¬ 
quently comes in eontset with lila foe^. There ia no other 
alternative left to tboEfe men, poasionately foml nf Uieir 
monniainous Immea as they ore, than to face t!iu wild uni - 
inoie and bo CDgoged in band to baud fight with Ibetit at 
TBriotia stagefi of their chetjocred life. I refer to the 
following passage from anarticie by B.C. Allan on the wild 
tritiea of Assam, leoently published in the London '^Titnes** 
and quoted by the ‘'StateBman*' in its issue of February 5, 
i0'28. 

"In tlw west (of Assam) pm {lie Oaroa, who lire in tiny 
iiuniletii in junglc-eovurod hills where etuphants and man* 
eating tiyora urc so numcrone that men have taken to sleep¬ 
ing like birfls in the Iretis. They have huta on the ground 
wliich they ocoupy during the clay but at night they mount 
little liou&cs of lniDibuu built in the branches of ii tree, stout 
enough to resist the attacks uf n wild elepliant," It Is no 
wonder that living as they do, Ln un suviroizmant of such 
perilous riaks, they become hardy, iidventuroua and well 
skilled in fighting with a tiger or a W'ild Irear who pays hia 
frequuui visitations to the hamleb of men, with a greer! for 
flesh or for ll« pnKlucts of gEmdens miide by tljem. 

Besides tire Balliids publLsliod in tlteac throe volumes, 
iliem ait^ ninny otlmre that we have mostly by the 

liolp of our Baltad-coUoetors, We have 

Tiekfl lU 

»imk (j^t a number of sliort Ballnds composed 

by llie B^ts of Bniriya flJmug in Sylbet. 
Tln^y arc nut eaaclty like the Biillwlu of the rustic people. 
Tltoro is evUlentty u eWie donu'rit lu them - the Bhats 
wwe ft class of firahrains, w tki bad made it the avocation 
of their livsii bi tmnaform tlie ^cp<l^(^sof ad etirriog local 
events into the form of Balhtds immHlicik'ly after thoir 
occurrence and wlm wander about (be wniniry singing them. 
In llu! Bhul songs, w« very often find hymns to Hindu gods 
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aud guddce9L»< anil {ihi1iJ(iO[»liii:ul a-itcoiioiiii iti ibe slyk of 
scriptural writings. The metre adopti^-d Uj them is more¬ 
over peculiar and nut uii the liiiop nI niml Ballads, 'riiiit metre 
is a medley of tripadi and pa^ar, and when sung in citoms 
shows im abrupt rise oud fall in voice winch tUougb it liurdly 
produces any melody^ selduiu rinks into hum-drum or 
jarring music. The Buihulsof Rsjkuinur Babuol SiHti' 
paaha in Bukargunj and of (virtititoaha whidi swal¬ 
lowed the palatial city of Hojoagar tn the distiici of Dacca 
aic the moat popular of Uiose composed by the Biiata. 
They are abont two ccotuncs old. I have also secured two 
Biilludf from the districts of Buidwati and Birhlium of this 
kind. We have got a utimherof Bindu Ballads, the most 
iutcrestiDg of which art those uii Madan Mohan of Vianupur 
and on the fiooda of Demodiir which took place at various 
iwriods during tho last century. They arc nut at all like the 
Bhut songs, e:£Cepting for the fact that they are characlmsed 
by their obvious Hindu clement. Prom East Bengal we are 
having n t[uite considerable supply of BalladG and Riipu- 
kathas, Komotimes full of cuejnisite poctiesnd artistic merit. 
Ijcaving those that arc of indifforent merit, if we conliiie 
ourselves only to really lauiutiful and iuterestiug oiies, there 
will tie HiiilLcieiii scofic and material for onuthcr three 
voluiueu til the si<:e of this Imok, if the uervtciai of the 
Ballad-col leclorH are retained for u few years more. The 
country is full of Ballads, not only uu love-topics, full of 
exquisite poetry, but also on historical subjects. Every¬ 
thing the Bengali took an interest in, ho turncil inlo n 
song and thus all matters were jMpulari$ed am■>ttg^t the 
illiterate masses. We have mil yet hocu able to 
secnrefl) the Bnihdof Dhurmapal (8th cetiiury .A.D.) about 
whuiu I find the follnwiiig linos in the Ivalimpur inscription ! 

*‘cnft*i: ^ anwwfti »tu: 

>2mtn*R •i«ata?-9U#if^Aunn!« 

(He— ^Ruja Tibarmupal— 
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■fwayff basiifdlj turn* aaidp and bowa down his face on 
Manng his praEBes nuug by cowherds in the rural bcalilieg. 
by wanaenera in the foreatft, by «|iortive cbildreii in rilhge- 
patbB, by mercimnta and tradere in every market-plaw and 
by birds in cages taugJu by their nwsten, in their pleasure- 
buu»s), (l) that of Hajyapsl flOth ctnvnry A-D,) wLosegreal 
ttn mnefioeut works were tinee praisid in aonga through* 
out the ciuntry w mcniioiif^! in the Hangada Inscription of 
MahipuU3, i, S). those of Ytigipal, flbogipal and Mahipal, 
of which reference is foutnl in the classical Bengali work 
t^haitanya-Bbagobat a573 A.DJ in ihi« couplet 
c^im cm^ ifftme? ^ i cstt^ ^Prj.- 

Referring to the Ballads of tliesr ihrec mnniirciut of 
Uio Pal dynasty, the imtlinr Brindabrtn Das says 
tliAl before the advont of Clmitanyii, ihcao songs tvero 
»sourcjc of great unmscmeiU to the people. We have 
not Iwcii able to lay our Iiands on (G) the BalMa of 
B3tnp!il filth century) who senteinit'if liia wily son to death 
fur having ravished n woraaii, forming the theme of popu¬ 
lar songs to which the Sanskrit ivork Siiekliii Shiilthodnjc 
Hlludcs, and (7) thill of Dhimya Mnnikyid of TipperaJj (1676 
A.n.) who bniogld musicinns ti> loaiih smign mid dance from 
Tirbul fDarldwuga) b, bis ,>.ipiliL},—{8)Df hia chief queen 
Kniiittla Devi / the Bengali soiiga In proiiso of whom the Raja 
could not at first midcrstanil Imviiig known only the Tippcrali 
bngiiiigc in bis boyhood, (9) luul of Amur Munikya* (lS7f) 
D.J referred to in Ibu Ruju MhIji or n Chronicle of the 
Rajas of TipjK'Tftlk TIichc Ballads which no doubt once 
oxislcd and «f which parts -it IcubI may lie HtilJ rooovpred. 
should he vigorously seercheil, The Ballad of Slmroshfir- 
Dosti * has Ikscii loand out und rmblialitHl by JIaulavi Lutfur 

puWiilMSi, ,1,, Bi, j„i„„eUi* asui Ck 4 Jtn 

* P.1^. 

• put 

^ iJwNj tnt 
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Khabir of Tipperah, li is a mine of historic*! information 
about whtoJi I have writton nt some letigth in my Folk 
Litomture of Bene«l (PP. 136-152). I «n convinced that 
tlie BniJnd o| Mahiptil ia still ming in the district of 
Rarigpiir. I have nlrendy referred to the fact that 
my friend. Pandit Rnkilcstvar Rhnttachariyrt, M.A.. 
rrofcsjwr nf the Catcuita University, beard this ballad 
flUng in this district when he wna n eeltoo) hoy. And 
late Mr. Prnnsaiiknr Olmndhuri of Taohi in the district 
of Ortcrn, owTirr of extrOBivie [ntided pmpertv nt Bnngpnr 
nlw* informed me that he linii heard tJie Ballad sung by 
Simie of hi,, ryots. This Ballad, he wid. was a long one ; it 

took the vjllflge-riiapMMlistrt fnlftliree nights to sing the 

wJioiB piece. 

All these are no doubt imiwilant. For inspito of their 
Using mixed up with legends and ruatic fancy ns uaually 
they are. they fietierelly fumiBli us will, liiBloricjil matoria) of 
oonaidcrtiliJe imiUTrtHnce. Wc have arranged for n regular and 
systematic hunt for tlieae. Unless we shall have exhausted the 
riJffif resonrees of our couhlry for materialB to build up tlio 
social and political lijgtory of Bcngat. it will afford us no 
9.'itj^fartioi. by merely n-lying on the information supplied 
by [nacriptinnii and the meagre records lofi by Moslem histo- 
rmtiH about ihe poriod of Hindu rule, Ti js'ihe pcopb who 
with tlwtir iiatuml insight imo what is truly great and noblij 
in human affairs, apprccinte and record, inspitcof all 
crudriifss and inflccnracies, tlse really grwtt traits of human 
charncter. The Ballads ol a oountry show the strong points 
and the peculiar (]«nlitics and graces in the character of a 
particular people, and tht>fie who discard this raw mnieriah 
cojiduing their attontjnn only to iJie broken Icltor of on 
inscription or tbe faded carvings on some brides, and puntic 
the frivolous and tiie wortlilesB, in tlic tame of scientific cn- 
ffuirtes, are nn better than those seboohnen wJio in the 
medlccval age wroto coiJtrovcrain! voItimcR nn aiich topics a« 


Ixxn WENKRATj l:^TT^ODl■CTJOS 

" How mnny fuiriM tian dapw on iTie point of a. noodJe? " 
WUK «ll rcflpt'Ot for llim* Acirntifit liuoUrig after 

tlif day or moil til of ti ptiriirulnr year or some socli trifle 
witlj tlif’ (loggi'il Kiirtl of an Arctic cxplnnir, unneccsssirily 
limiiiig [loHy things into monmntoiis [irohlemat and with 
many apologies for my bluntm'o.s, I w'oiitd prefer tlic study of 
o rural Eoltad to lint atirvuy of monuments of scludartiliip of 
sucli imtiiinnrinri rewnrcliers. 


iLLOATaATJOSa. 

Tlic pjoturei given in this viijiime have nil been drawn 
by Mr. Biswapati Cboiidliuri. M.A,, excepting the fiontw- 
piecciiheoneof Bangamnta and Hajondra Cbaudiiurij print- 
et] in tri*ooIout, wliich I uwe to I lie artist Mr, S&tfab- 
cbnndm Sinbn, 

TJie photogrsplu; have been secured at great pains from 
the distant villages of Nonkhali and Chittagong by oiir 
indefatigable Bn I lad-collector, Mr. Aautoah Choudburi, 

Munaf Kari's pond (p. 100) beara the name of that 
redoubtable Daniel who disposed pf the suit brought by Amir 
the merebnnt against BLoU, the abduoior of hie wife. 
The Kam bad named this pond after him and the battle » 
still containa the relics of his liouse. The ueigbbourhood 
of the pond is called 'Kaieir Para'or the ward of tite 
Kazt, li is siluAted at the village of Soronipara, under the 
Police Station Double Muring in the district of Chittagong. 

Tlie pond of Bhelua (p. lOG) is tlie memorial of 
the imfortamite girl Bhelua, dug where tbe borne of 
Bholfl stood by the order of her htiftbaml Amir, in oider 
to appease his grent vengcanco whiob did not cease even 
after be hail killed him and destroyed his palatial buiSdinga. 
ft is close to the FniiArtali aUtioii nn Uu* A. B. Railway. 
The vUilora are often reminded of many a tale (jurrent in the 
air about tlie poor girl, as they oliaerve the transparent calm 
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of tho water of the pood reflecting the dark blije trees 
on tlie bonk. 

The pictures of elephanlni^apture (pp. 111^ 129) were 
taken From the actual aoenc of * HalLKheda * during iiotne 
past yeai-ii. 

The cannon (p. 239) beloiiged tn Rijendranorayan 
Chaudhuri. Ft is broken in part snd meftBures 20*Xl8''. 
The great earthen wall which auntitmdefl Rajetidranarayan'a 
jialacc has licen in recent years cut down in pari bj' enteir" 
prising peasants for agricultural purpoaea. The cannon 
waft recovered from underground when they were levelling 
down the mound, ft is in the village of Sindurkayit 
in Pargann Balmpur in tlio diatrici oF NoakhaU. 

Rayendronorai/an Chotidkuri'# ponit (p. 239).—This 
pond belonged, as its name impUGs, to Rajendransrayan 
Ghaudbitri and is also near his old palace at the village of 
Sindurkayit in Bahupur. The large tree on its bank la 
called there *" Acbin Briksha’' or the unknown tree. It is 
said that tlie bead of the unfortunate Rangamala was kept 
hanging on one of its boughs. 

The relics of the fort (p. 239), which should be more 
properly described as a big earthen wall, lodkatee the secure 
poeiticD of Ralcndranarayan Cbaudburi's palace. It was 
once a huge construction. 

Ranjjoniafc's pond (p. 279).'^U lies about three miles 
from Rajendranarayan Chaudburi's pnlace ; the space once 
occupied by this great pond may be still traced, though « 
great pari of It Iuib been filled up and converted into 
agHciiUurol fields. The pond, as will t>e seen from the teat, 
WQS dug ai the cost of RajendraaorAVan by the Burmese 
leader Rama Magh. TJie unforttinnie events connected with 
the construction of this pond nre fully rolcilL’d in the context. 
Tt was thiii pond which caused the tragic end of poor 
Rangamala. ft k aaid that on the bank of this very pond, 
the head of the girt woe cut og by Chand Bhondan. 
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Tile * BalUd-tingtr and Ai< Party ’ appended ta tAe 
—This picture was sent me last year by Muasbi 
Jaaimuddiu, one cd our Billad‘OoUec(or&. 

TbiS four spedinaas of workmanship on paper, wen 
obtained from Chittagong, from the women>folk of tlw 
diatrnst. These were executed by the gTeavgnnd'moiherfl 
of tbe present generation of adult woman and miut there* 
fore b< between 70 and 80 yeans old, It will be remom* 
bered that in tbe Ballad of Kajalrokha (VoL I, pt, 1) on 
elaborate reference baa bee'n made to the culture of fine 
arts by the women of Bengal. These are very imperfect 
specimetiB but their work, 3 to 4 hundred years old, are 
eimply luperb. I have got a " Kant ha *’ (n ooltoo-bed- 
ding) on which the Kadhalcriahiia lilu baa been given an an 
embroidery work by a Mabomedan woman which ta 200 
years old and very One. But the older epecimena 
are atill better tlmugh I bave not been able to aecun the 
beet oDea. 
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Tile Imlltiil rtt NrniijnrmR js oTidcntfy wttEcn by n 
Mnliotnwlan, tliougb T do not find the iwtno tif tlip- [xwl 
tiiiywIuTc iit the eobphnn. The ehnmeters nre nil 
^Tuiiomeilfln. bvii ibe wliole pooni is doftely priiieated 
by Hindu tlioiiijlit, Rbnn'iiijf Itcyond doubt tlint n cntliolic 
spirit or osaimibtiuji of miitiKil ideas nnd n ivurm ^sytupnthy 
hulwistfd between liie fiinduB and tlm Moslems trlion ihb 
ballad was coinpoRod, The jKiet I'orers to the Iiolinesa yf 
tlw Oimgcs (Ciuito VI. 1 . m llwiigh he innot the only 
MnhtTtneilai) to dij so. The SatiRkrit hyumsj coniijMiijed 
by Hataf tvhEui in honour of (he Oanges are well Nnnwtt 
in Ihe eoiiittry. The iHXSt of ibv pni^ent ballad not nniy 
speaks of the holy river in termis or irf|Wt, liut a].,* 
relers Ut the ^mictily ol tljf ifilitin lenteii tCniito VT. 
1.36), Kanfii. oTir lx<loved row-herd, was ilie xvinijol nf 
love even wltli the Maiicinie<lnn 9 i, an we find J( in nld 
I^iigaii literature. Mutoernu'* Jlcsleiii jmets wiote rilmut 
llttilhfl-Knflliitit fove in ihe lixtct'nth nnd the nm'itUNairh 
<fentDries, siidi itfi Naair Mabitiic'fj, .^yrtt Martinta, rakir 
Mahib, SIml Reg, Katiii, Shvik Uil, dheik Fnten. Sheik 
Rhlkaii, Akbur Sidui, Syed Alivftl, i‘ti’. And w** are niji, 
ltiffeton', Qurpriseil by the re>.jierifii 1 rnfi-renee njutL* tn 
thin ]Hic)n to our pHstoiol giHl of L-ovr. Rut is it not rrtTlfer 
strange that the ,^^osl^‘lll pod ahoiilil jxiy hia jT^porlfnl 
compliments lo fbfryo fMrtbfin/it ? iCflliro Vt, |, W 4 ,( fi, 
the dtuiitni'-nide, tmwever. thm' tirr rttany Mjiliufiu'dan;^ 
who still Slug aongs in iionoiu uf U'nli. And i kfieiv 4 
iiiiiistrel. itLimed ilOJ Malimnd. nhri hud Mi'g-iniseil a hand oif 
siiigen^ ill tlH? distnel of Tipfx'fah ami mode jt his avocaiinn 
of tlfetosingMiiigsc of his own coni post hon in prnise of Iwli. 
The exf^ijiKite onng by iiiui. with lliv 
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line “ ^innsi m 311 ^ ** siiji ritigs in my ear!), 

tlioiigh I beard it tnure^ Itiau forty yenr^ ago. I have got 
iiith me some olci Bcogali mnDuscripto of the poeais of the 
ManasacuU in the Latul-writiiig of Mjihomedftinwpyiats, lu 
ICattem Bengal, there are professional Moslcjo aitigera who 
sing sojigfl of Manasa Devi. 

Tlic two great tfomaiiiiutieH of Bengal—the HLtuliis and 
iJic Moslems—once thus joined their bamla with each other 
ill iIidIt feetive ccreDiotiies, apparently participating in 
their mutual Iwliefs tvitliout losing regard for their 
reeiHictivo creeds. At Cliliatarpur in Central India, I found 
Bindiis orgntiiaing regular bands to tnka p^rt ju tlto 
MoUurnim ceremony. Many MaJa^mMlaii Mtuiques were 
there founded and am siilj majutained by Hindu Eajas, 
Our Bcugalt literature b full of references to this happy 
slate of fiision of ideas and of tnutnaj participation in the 
festive joys of one another. 

In iliu face of all these evidencct» what should I say of 
the present bitter feelings that are rending the very heart 
of India ? We have already fallen low in the scale of 
national progress nnd if the two sedious do not unite, 
the oxtirpatJon of the rank and file of rndiatis will be 
the inevitable result in no diaiant futtire. The glorioua 
people who had fought on the plains of Kuruksfaetra, the 
invincible Jadtia who had .tsaouibled in the shrine of 
Pravesb were extermiDated by commiinad and family- 
diwenaione in pre-bbtofic days, and the same scene 
will be enacted in this Gangelic valley of ours-Kuir ruin 
would J)e far more nccentimled now by the ciroumatance 
lhat W6 have been enh-cblcd and have degenerated a 
Inimlrcd tiniea more than in tboae tlaya of India's glory. 

Tbe happy age when peace in communal matters was 
gaining gnjimd In Ihe past b infallibly rBSiicted in 
these ballads which form a vajusble record, not ^o]y 
illttnunatiog pages of our oOseure social history but 
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Also indicatiDg the Uoen to l>c pursued by us for hringing 
about union und peace sgam in this vast country Inbabiteri 
by people professing diverse mligUme. 

Tliis bollud, though aliort. te futl of utiif|iio 
interest. It obviously presents some poititG oJ lUlTerence 
from those composed by the Hindus. Though uo due 
would beJieve that every woman is chuste and l.dantC' 
lose in Tljntln homes, yet the Hindu conception ol 
feinmine ideal is very gtiardcd pnd eciircely iillows of the 
portraiture of a lawful wife in love with anoUiei' tnun. The 
V’aisnnva songs have a siwcial sunctity attached m them by 
the allegory of spifUtial bvc, and hence they should not bts 
brought to Iwar on oiir prestuit topic. ]3ul rarely in onr 
vast secular literature of the past is titere nu instauce 
of a woman hound in lawful wedlock, nimiitig astray. 
The Hindu poets did not like to depict wliai (?€emed abhor¬ 
rent to thorn from their own ethical point ol view. Ttie 
air of our iiterature is assuredly stilT and puritanic on 
this point. 

But nevertheless we cannot bbme the morat ntaodanl 
of other peoples who view matters from a di He rent stand¬ 
point. The Malioraedun comtimnity—its Jiiarature and 
ethics—arc permeated by a spirit of far greater freedom. 
They have been e^rpooents of liberty, and from tlte very 
outset haw warred against traditional cuetoms and ortho¬ 
doxy. \V'i! hud this ballad composed by a Mohomedan, 
mode pleiiHlng to us by a nisii ol fmah air, breathing free¬ 
dom from orthodox notions ol scxunl bve. A Hindu writer 
of tliosc liays could never have portrayed Mttnjurn4&, doing 
full justice to her ns the Mostem poet bus done. The 
former would have siilketl in anger at the tliuiiglit of 
a wife running away from tlic lawful custody of her 
liUAband He would have poured forth volley a of ongcr 
at her cmduct, condmnued her by quoting verses 
from Imly scriptures and b^ bringing in an array 


e KAbl’tiKN fiKNOAL’ BAl/TiADS 

of tvptcal iitBala of Hindu women like Ska and Sftvitri Kv 
way of contrast, Tbcolog) and tmailioimJ faith would 
blind Jum to thi' glaring fad tliat nhti wa$ a mere child 
and thot the miirrkige was inhuman to Uic mkreum 
from a (.tom[nonsense view of niniters. bTc would eompkte- 
ly ignore anotlier fact which would appcnl to all people 
except the Hindus of the nld school that in matrimony 
womati hmi the pcfwcr of cJinice etjually with man. and 
no one, however sirongly equipped with the sanction of 
S[)cial authority, hnd the riglil to wreck another's life. 

The chief merit of the abort ballad oonsistB in tlie 
autlior'a doing ovcnfiaudod iuaiict- tft alt pjirties, He cftatw 
a pathetic interest for the girj by describing her sorrows 
with which every right-minded man should have sympathy. 
He condemns tiie snake-charmer for marrying ttiis pretty 
girl, laying stress on the incongntity of the situation in 
the moat striking manner. But neverthelesa he mnkeB our 
heart Iwal in. sympathy lor poor ^fauir's Borrows, wi palhe- 
tictilly dcBcribcd in the last pan of lim Ullnd. Though we 
condemn him for ttie wrong course he adopteil, yet he is 
not altogether shut out from our compaMsion. A wild man 
was he—this simke-eharEner, He bod all along shunned 
women as he held the sex to be treacheroiia. Yet at last 
lit? fell into ibe trap and was wret'ked by the soareB of a 
woman whom lie tuid loved so dearly. Providence had 
thrown her in his way—anyJiow she wab not there by his 
own seeking, it was ti saintly fcjeling of compassion that 
had made him take iiur ciiarge, fallen as she was in nn 
utterly destitute condition His suhsequenl career waa 
chalked out for him by Fate, and while charging him with 
indiacrotioit m not thinking sbotit itie girl from the ptritii 
of view of her jiaturnl feelings, we cannot charge the man 
with cnieUy or as doing anything from an evil motive, Tlie 
poet has compared him to a dcvil^to loathsome dung—hut 
nevertheless has given sueli fine touches to his ncathetic 


PREFACE TO MaKJITBMA 


7 


feditigft IhAt tow aids the etui we feel our heart moved to 
extreme pity for him. This vliowa the great power of the 
poet as on artiat. Gnmiy pcsaimiaticr the srakcvebaniter 
has a lovely feature in bia ebaracter—his dtildlihe 
faith in the innocence and parity, verging on vrorship. of 
Maaiiirm^, was practisiug all along llie charseteriatir 
iricks and canning of her sex on her dioHiig Lvaband. But 
ilia romantic love founded on implicit trost in her character 
ratsea him far aliove the level of and aoriliH attach¬ 

ment of a henpecked hnHhand so strongly oondemoed by 
Tennyson in ftuine^eie r— 

*' 1 hold thiii [Hsn ibe worst of pnbtic foes 
,WLu etiiisr far bis own or children's sake 
To Mivt ilia liluod from «canda! ler« tiiu wife 
,Whon> hv knows faliw obidH and rnJa the bouse." 

Bold and free is liie utterance of the pfa*t when he 
says ibal one whr has loved baa rcsHy lived. A life not 
ennobled by love is state and llat (Canto V, 11, 34-36). 

This compliment to iove be |iays in the rase of a wife 
whd boG been untrue. It sbotta that be has transcended 
tbe limiia of social tradition and seen tnattehi ifrom a liigbcr 
Btandpoint, At same time, while calling Manir a devil 
(Canto HI, 1. 33) the poet does not condemn him to a 
place in hell where a devil should go, bat in the last line of 
bis poem, be has confidently staled that tbe misembleman, 
the inhuman monster, wlto, lotterti^ and trombliDg in his 
path to the grave, wrecked the life of an innoeent girl for 
seeking bis own comforts, is nevertlieless etrUtled to a place 
in heaven because of his great, love. 

There is no verbosity in the tale and the poet draws 
freely from the iitmosphere of VaiRoaTH phraseology^ with 
which tlip very air of Bengal was charged in hia time. But 
this point I reierrs for fuller treatment in my Genenl 
Introduction. 


& easteek eekgal ballads 

Tilt hmgusgc, though occaaionally coarse, b fully 
expressive, Biud brevity gives tbc ballad a unique intereat. 
'llieiie ie no theology, no propagnndisin in it. The poet 
like B true ciiild oI Qoture has vrarbled inveetly tbb aong ol 
love. I am mire 1 have marred the original beauty of the 
]>oem in my translation. But no apology, 1 trust, ta needed 
from a forciguer writing in EngliHU, if he fails to reproduce 
the original ehartn of a Bengali song. 

From the language of the poem, it aeema to be n pro* 
duction of the sixteeDth century. Air. Kagendra Chandra 
Be, who aupplietl U, refers to the local tradition that the 
atoty wna founded on fact. This* song waa at one time 
very popular in ilymensingh. It wna fatterly given up 
cibvionaly heemise of the opposition of the purists who 
considered its tone to be unheiltliy, and for a long time he 
could unt'secure more than a few ^raps of this lieautiful 
bathid. A peraistent and dogger] search has, however, 
iiUitnatdy succeeded in retjoveriug it. 


DI.VESB CnAXCtLA Se^t 


Manjurma 

(1 ) 

A ^oDderfuUy cleTpr man waa tbia Manir—ibfc auntie- 
chamierwbo lived iu tJie vnia$o of Kanir Bari. 

Caaea of soake-bite, given up oa hopeleaa by cloetorai he 
cured hy ojtorcisings, ioenutatioue and by ihc power of 
hiamjatic touch. 

Adept waa he [n Gfi4nfa tore and when be sprinkled tioly 
water from his magit‘ basket paid on tlie hotly of ids 
patient, reciting myatic words, the man bng given up /or 
dead, would stand up and walk. And hia fame went on 
increasing all the more hb lie charged no fee btit offered his 
gratuitous service to all. 

Should any one out of gratitude offer him a meal nr 
good drink, Iw would not touch it ; nor would he accop; 
even e betel or bctelnut from tiny of his putieuU. Saint¬ 
like he did hia benefactionv free of charge, not accepting a 
eou^rre in return. 

Cases came to him of snake-bite where poison had 
vitiated a patient'a system for mauy long monthB; hut such 
waa the power of the healer that lie who hnd come to him, 
lK»rDe in a litter, went away on loot, a full and healthy man. 

Even when he faileti to cure a man, Manir would make 
his power felt some way or other : for the patient, totally 
benumbed,* wovild nt least utter a few words before ho 
expirwl 
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Infallible were Llif cLarme and to tlii^ every patient bore 
teBtimony* In ihia worlil^ eanopied by a sky of llmitliiss 
expanM, manj cliariuers lived, but none dared mateh bis 
lance with Monir of Kamr Biiri. 

A oclibate wna he and lived alone, tiaving no wife or 
children. So deep-nwted wub hts prepdice ngainat ttioiflen 
tbet not otto of thcin be believed to he ime. He ahhorretl 
ev^Q to took at one of the fair bck, (LI. i-lti.) 


(a ) 

One JamiladdL a Fakir, decrepit and hoineleas, 
Uv(>d ou the in a iniaerahio cot with a Uttle 

dauj^bter—left by bis dead wife a* Iter last token on eortli. 
Unlucky wae the baby in losing her mother in infancy. 
But the liereovcd Fakir stayed in the cot day and night 
with the child, shedding tears and nursing her with eare> 
Oni' day, the Fakir, while strulling by the hank cif tlie 
Ganges, was bitten by a venomous snake. Quick tike 
lightning, the venom spread from foot to brain and the Fakir, 
though a strong tuan, tell down on the ground flenseless. 
Kith and kin he hud none to share bis mieforlune. So 
for a time lie lay alone on the hiuik of the Oangfia. 

Sotuv- frier.la came up at ijiui and carried him to bis 
hnuee Kiindreds of snoke'Charmers and healers of the 
couniry^sidfi flocked to the spot at the rep*^rt t tliey applied 
all tlieir charm* and skill to bring him round. 

A long applicHtiun of their healing art-^the rubbing of 
the Uiily and the hlowing over it with their breath,—the 
uttering of incautaUom and muntrur—all failed, till the 
healers !Uit down ealiaiisted bun;;ing down their head in 
shame. 
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At this crisb tliCf romeuib«»d Manlr, the most ftttuous 
of them ail, and five of Ibem lorthwitL went to his house 
and brought him thither in haste. 

First of nil did Mooir try lo exorcise the evil siiirit bj 
mnitim of a fiievo sanctified by tnanfres. Then did he try 
hia tnagio liasket and marty incantations and cLarma 
ae^iuired from the (judMfrt lore. Closely attending his 
patient lie sat for Itoun together and applied all his chanue, 
till he exhausted all bis ekiU. 

Bow strange it was—the man who liwl never foileii 
before could not show any success in this case. The Fahir 
was doomed to die and who cotild stand agamat the decree 
of Fate? The venom of Ibe reptile slowly spread over the 
system and eventually the Fakir succumbed to ii. 

He ifl dead—he is relieved, but wee to the litllo child, 
forlorn and helpless 1 The Fakir's death was a death-blow 
to licr as well. Who would now save the orphan from the 
dangers that lay ahead? There she lay a helpless orplian, 
crying, beautiful as the full moon fallen on ihe earth. And 
though spcctatora there were in plenty tocry "alas I alas I 
none came forward to feed or nurse her. 

Alas I How man y are there in this world to show active 
sympathy to one fallen in diatressl The world is self- 
seeking. Oh my friends, none cares for the sorrows ot 
others t 

For a time they jntiod her all, but it was mere lip- 
sympathy. No! one stayed hot all went their way at last, 
and the fairydike little thing lay weeping alone. 

All wont away, but not Mauir. Ho could not bear the 
sigfal ol the little thing in distress. ti was still a baby, 
subsisting on milk. Manir thaughi for a moment and 
speedily ilecided his cooj^* Ho took up the girl in his 
attna ond came straight to his homcT 
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A rara idao with n heart full of love faraNwasMitnlr,-—- 
the snake-ctiarmer. As !ie had tioue ia his home, neitlier 
wife nor ehild, thU girl became hie oJil^ care and be doted 
on her in his tonel^r home, A s^mpnlhctic and kind soul 
like Manir is rare on earth. He tniraed her with aflectionate 
can. 

Aa we said hefore^ he had no truat in wuniankinil, 
" Treacherous are tliey all, " be thought. Hence he lived a 
bachelor, not wiahing to bring one from the wicked acs to 
rule hia house. PoaaiiuiBtic and full of bitteniesa, he did 
not even cast his glance at any woman. He had a mosque 
at his house where he allowed no woman to ooroe. If ever 
a woman crossed bis path, he returned home, stopping hia 
intended trip, for the sight of a woman he took ns auguring 
ill for his purpose. (LI. 1-W.) 


( 3 ) 

Youth has dawned on her and often did she look askance 
ol the way-side impelled hy desire for a companion, 
natural to her age. 

Nuntly did she perform lier household duties, cooking 
meals for Manir nnd doing everything that lie needed. 
He now enjov'ed the comforts of home to which he bad been 
heretofore a stranger, and In hie bnely house ho thus 
thought of the girl and of himjieir. 

*'Three-fourtlis of life have I passed, and the heat and 
passion of youth are gone. I never married all this lime. 
No child liJivT I got to adorji my lioiiic. Declined as 1 am 
in the vale of years, ihena ia none m do the nursings 
and the services that age retiiiiroa. None udl) there be 
to look after me and oook my meais when 1 shall be disabled 
frt>iiL {ftiing m. 
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" I liAve always ImUxt believing them to l>e 

wicked )is 0 class* But niiy Maninrra* Heeros to be im 
eiceptiou. T have renred her up From infancy witit affec¬ 
tion and care. Night and day have I kept a close wsteb 
over her and observed her movements* Sllie is chaste and 
pure, and to this I can anenr. 

“ She has now attained her niarrtageahle age But Ww 
can I think of living at this lonely home, sending her away 
from here! Woe to toe thjtt 1 brought aiuither nian’s 
daughter to my liome and contrnerted affection tor one who 
is nobody to me. But my affection has grown and there 
is Eitt doubt of it. I have built tlic image of a god with my 
own hatuls, am] U it all for throwing it avi'ay with my own 
hands I* 

" Womankind is untrustworthy and treacbaroiis, save 
this Maujur[n& of mine. The plant was uuiaed by me 
till it hai» grown into a bloawtning and fruitful tree, and 
are the fruits to be given away to otbora? 

** 1 do liere resolve that to no other man shall I give my 
own MaDjUrmH. The bamboo plant that bus sprouted forth 
of itself in my bouse will Itc employod for tlie ptirpoae of 
the house. From infancy unworda 1 have broiugbt her np 
and 1 will not give tier now to another man, I wiU 
marry her myaelf and keep her in my hoino." 

On one Friday of the waxing uiooti when the time waa 
auspicious for tnorriage, Monir hod his bands joinctl with 
hern, ond the ceremony waa gone through with due ritos 
as laid down in the scriptures. 

He bad grown so old that he trembled while walking, 
but she, in the full bkwm of youth, looked healthy nnd 
boaiitifni. 

It was Bs though a charming fairy was by chance 
united with n devil, or a bud of lotus* glorious ami bright 
thrown into a heap of dung. 
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wept imd titought, " Hi'iw foiild I know that such 
a cnid tiling wan written on mj luck? Like a tradesman's 
sliip laden wilb cargo, sjuking iu the midstream am T lost 
in the depth of sorrow, Oh j this grent cnlamity was hurled 
by Kate, all Linfliiapecteil, njicl aiidiicn has Ijecn the blow/' 
Tile beautiful one thus cried inceiisanUy, thinking of 
her coudition. (LI. L36.) 


(M) 

Hasnti waa a young man, Imodsorne nnd nccomplished— 
H fellow' of decetiL taste who always carol for fashionable 
habits and attire. The youth passioimtely loveil Miinjiiriitft 
from his young dnys. 

Thev wrre in !ove with eHcli oilier, anil hoitig close 
tiinghhnnnir they often met in tlie vjlJugc. Manjurmit 
tlmught the day lijat it aho did rtot *cc tlir youth, and the 
^mne was the raw with her lover who pined away the live* 
long tlay, if hu caught no gliinpw of Ihe voting woman’s 
lui'e. riny-fellowa they were m-n as eSiilrtren nnd kcpl 
company with each other iu every little act they did, 

W hen youth camt!. the freiing deepened, ami pnvoicly 
Umy met, i‘!spressliig their piiasiun tu eaclf other, ami no 
wite knew of iliiur smet lm«. Miiiijurnin lied chi’riiilieii 
the hoiK' tltiil alic Wuuld Imve fur Iter husiNiiid and ii 

similar Impe hud lurked tu the mind oi Haaim too. ■J'hey 
had often lual in secret when Ihm wa? none at home, and 
tlie girl and hrr Invrr stNike out their hopes and fears freely. 
No nlM^tmctiuii seemed lo thw'art (iietn. So lhi;y had pafised 
all their curly life in n .Ireainv ji>y all iindwlurbcd, ft 
was sirange-jiassing aimnge^tlmi the uM fluake-cJittnuef 
Hhonld at such s Lime tuko a laney tn rniitry Iter. Thr«* 
fourth» (d his- life wrnj g..m; and only nmj-fourlli lemampd. 


MAN-TURMl 


U 

Aotl yet tlie Faie^i had kept in ^tare thia great blow for her, 
Bmotbering all lier Lappme^. ^laujurmSr cried uight a»d 
duy^ as ahe jxinttercd over her rniaerable tot. 

Bhe cried and 3<iid, None, aJaa, is them to eittin- 
guiaji the fire of my grief, ITow can I Lear toy lot. Tint 
tire iTiituolderv amt hnrm lay Ixrdy arid ^iiid. Thi^ 
h uman Life Lfi a rare hlesaiug, but to me ii Imfl grown to 
be aurh an erii Umt (lie sooner 1 die, the lieiter for 
me. My hopes are tww alt toet, and what good is tliere 
id draggin;; on Uiio nii^rnble exisionee^ (Hton dn I 
feet inclined to tie a pitcher mitnd my neck and drown 
myeelf m yonder river. How often sIho do I wisli to 
end my life with poison. Tiit sight uf a forest draw* nie 
and t wish to throw myself into the uioutlia of ligerE 
ami bears. And when T see the birds dying aliove, 
happy and free, fain w'onid 1 wander with theiii in the 
sky, free from niieerie.< of tlie earth, 

’* rnlortunalo am 1 fiuiti my birlli. 1 cannot oja^n h> 
otliem the secret pnin of my heart. For him who b my 
deareat w'ould I turn tniid. None know's how deeply I feel 
for liiiii. Fur hia sake, t am ready at this moment to give 
my life tip. My heart ie laden with nnsupportahie gnef 
when I see ttiy lieloved playing gnhis Hute to beckon me, or 
sitting on the bathing-ghat to have q glim[>se of my fnec'. 
Oh, bow tenderty does the mund of the dnte apjioal to my 
heart. What a heart-rending tele of grief is tinfolde^l to 
me by the pathos of that nmeic. As I bear his songs, rny 
eyes glisten with tears. Dear is he to me as Kann whs to 
Bodha. How oniel ProvJdeiKw who luis iMpamted us in 
this way and hrought about this dire sorrow. 

“ Nights pasa as usual and 1 S{)eiMi them weeping : dayfii 
puss as usual and I spend liumi sighing. 

“My mind i» no mure in the work ol this iiom«i 
of oiiTB. My ivhitic soul yearns for a sight of him, 
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and my eyes ftne ever strained to see his face to ruy heart's 
cootent. 

" I sleep, hoping to dream of him. But alas! he does aot 
appear even once in my dreams^ II is the fear of scandal 
lhat is like a thorn in the path of ray happiness, 

'* Eroui my house I see him seated on the landing-ghat, 
shedding ini^sant tears. Tlie grief of tins I cannot bear. 
Like silfuit fito, it corteuines niy heart, 

** Should any one ask the real wish of my mind, frankly 
I would tell him tlut I woald like to leave ihia land for 
eTer and live with him In tltu depths nf jungles^ giving 
up the society of men and all that la lionoiipahU? in their 

<LI. 1-50,1 


f S) 


Ufic day Manir was called to aitcnd s case of anake- 
bite far away, ft was a jounwy of thrw dayn from his 
homo. This was a good opportunity artti Manpirma weni 
to tlie bnding-ghat to let know her fovnr by signs Iwr 
heart's secret wish. 

That evening he bad resolved to put on end to Ins life 
if be could not have a sight of Manjurtni. Hi* o>^ were 
swollen with tears. 


Bo had come as usual and looked arauixE with thirety 

eje..^ H. MW evwrthiDg « Wore mv. iho |«,e|v 

fo« .or» erghl 1,1 wbiob hw eager e;n roamed ,« e|| rfie,'. 

Be IwcniDc hopeleas and desperjite, not sipitkc her 
come and lumped Into the river to drown himself. 

Juat at that oioraenf did thv fair damae) arrive at 
the spot and dragging him by her tender nrms brought 
him to'the hank. His life wns th,,., „vod. Closping 
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eaclj otJjer liy ilitir urtua thfjy netwrnrti home^ huppy 
beyond moastirt'. 

Evening had jiasaed iiway flnd Mnrifimiill Uitiugbt 
her lover to liei' liiiuit! With soft rait* anil linndrcd wavs 
of lore abe made him sit oa n cunliion. She nifortHl Jiim 
fine elu'm, ejflikeA, ^nd oooM curries of diJt'eiv'ii.i 

sorlHj sparing no paina lo make them of gnod fftivniir and 
taste. It wns, tusii \vcni| witJi the IiIoihI of her heari 
tliat uht* made ilw'tn'^ prepaTniuins and olTereii them (o 
her lover, him eouiplotely en[tturc4l hie mimt by r 
thouaand wayK tu irliidi ^>tnicti arearfept. 

Tliey spent tlie night in pIcsBam eonvcrsaiiori, ^d Uu, 
mgfit teemed to them to lie full of the joys of paraitiw. 
Three days nnd nights they s|»em mcrrrily and nn tlic 
fourth they met again and disciisiHHl thair (xiinla at fuli 
length. They firmilv noaolvi;>d thus, " No amre shall we 
live in tills ciira4;d land. Lei us go to a iliataiit. far 
diatairt plnoe," In the deep hours of ninJit, the loveni set 
out for oenntries nnknown and «irang&. 'rheir patii lay 
through jungles and forests. Like birds they Few into 
rcgiooa not know'n to tlienit—as if a pair of parrots hfiil 
cut off with thdr beaks itie chain that had bound tln!iii 
to a cage Itivera atid canals oFcml no ohatmcticin 
to them, deteniilni-d as tlwy were to go. They tiud awav 
with thfl ewiftnesB of ill! unuw dung from ific string of 
& how. 

Thiriuen rivem iJiry had cftiMK'it amt seven seua, rill 
they went far, !ar away. Her country she tiod abu]idom'>fi 
for ever for itie sake of oitp whoni she hi veil iiluive cvirv* 
thing in tlio uorM. 

Love, my friend, is iietter than gold. U ahutild be 
tho only object of caro in the world. Love i* dear as tfy. 
neckJaco of one’s lireast. Even if one dies for the sake 
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Iff iDve, tl»«t dentU sliould be mure «ivetcd thotj n dry ami 
stale Ufa. iLl, 1-30.) 


( ; 

Manir kail now returtied komr and he eallnl nlouct 
for kie wife. Alas! where was Arstijnmiii tket» and tvlio 
would give response to liis enlt ? 

He tried to open tbo floor wldeh wns dosed. Tkrotigb 
tbe crevitses in line mud waits be peofxid but tbo botise 
looked empty like a dictate plot of bnik He neitber saw 
lier nor bejird her voice. He forcibly otiened the door and 
cried aloud nt the top of his voice, Wlicn all searoL 
proved fniitlesa, be sat down and wcpt> 

*'Alas/* said be, where lay toy enemy bidden sU 
this time who has carried my ManjormA away, attracted 
by her beauty and ycnitb ? Alouc J bud left fier in the 
bouse, ijuite unguarded. The wicked timn found an 
opportunity to take her ofT. Slie whm rhasio arid good 
and to this 1 can swear. With tender can* T had brought 
her up, Never did I allow Iter to go to the public road, 
to the landing gh<tt or even to the house nf my noigbhours 
alone. With my eyes fixed on jo} idol did I lielp her 
to grow to womanluxxl. Oh the tiitskirtutic ! wluin did 
the wild liger onier into my lonely Ijliusc tu irorry her 
away ? 

“ rtikesiialingjy can f asmirc all wbu ivoiild ivenl tii 
know tliiit islu* is blamelct^fr, ckasle and of a pnre and 
fttncerc imod. Tbe wicked ninti b to bhiniu, wkn forcitiK' 
rarrit'd Jurr tilf. 

“ Mniijnrinft we# loihi- like lilt* kn'’kt stars of my 
eyes—the tti>wn ami perfrution of woiiumkind. Dear 
Of luy Ufeblo^ and llic t ijry fOiil ol eiunjiiuf and Adellty 
wu fhs. 


ShakjubmA 


lU 

If it ifi Id}' Ftite tbnt T lio more boo lior, 

iliia lifo of mine ivltl not bo wnrlh living ui all. Wbore 
is the junglot ^'tninr i» Ib^i wild furvsi, into tho reciojiHcs 
of which 1 ahatl enter sBekmg liur ?*' 

Mad he turned in despair. And seeking her whom 
lie loved with all his might hi- wandeied about in fuiosts 
uuddalesj towns and villages, asking thinte whom he 
tnet on the way; '* Bid any one of you aee my 

ManjurniA? " 

lu the forests he asked of wild beasts and of tiie 
birds that sat on lofty trees, *' Bid any of yon see her 
going by this path?” 

He looked up and saw the sun blueing in tiio duv 
and the moon spreading her beams in the night. To them 
he said, *' Ye are the angeis in chiirge of day and night. 
Have ye seen Manjtmnfl am! can you point me out 
the path ?*' 

*' Manjunnit, bebved as tho dark paitri Kujjalof my eyes 
—ManjurmA, holy os the stream of the Uangetf—Mr.njurmft, 
dear sa tlm ribe of my breast^—llanjurtnil, worshipped as 
the goddess Durga—sacred as the ehrinc of Kasi—pun; 
as the Tafon leaf dedicated to gods—ManjujtuA to me 
Wits a coveted thing tike the moon of the sky, and precious 
as the flog of victory carried by the gods. 

'* Be she in heaven, in this earth or in tlie aether 
worlds—lie «ike in ttic abode of the gods or sliides of 
giants, I Bhiil]> seek her out at any cost, any sacrifice. 

“ I liave soiighi for her to the depths of the forest, iir 
the recesses of hills nnd mounts. Now shall I plunge 
into -the depths of rivers and seas, to sou it she is 
there.'* 

Cttcring tlic!% words, Manlr the healer, rati fast tn 
tlic liank of the neighbouring river ami jumped headlong 
into the midstmim. 
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He dill »Joi rise fitjjn liitf ujiit'rjr M ilmt day adc) 
iiulwd, never njjuin, Hu had !iivut| tlie girl und for Imjt 
ftiike died,, and it ia ^tiro tiiiit Im fiuitid n.jiliico id tieovnui 

l.>ecwutjf lJ^^ had loved thu bat on® wtlh till lijq soiiL 
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PT^RFACE Tfv COFFIN-STEALER 

Thh Ih 3 ballHii, wliich wc ^ot from iLc jllUeratc 
peasantry of CLictagong iu the {mmitivo dialect ijf the 
dii<tri{.'l. iH'enihtiig ntml stinplicity unadorned by any poetic 
tniditian or art. The dialect ii a form of old rrakrii ant) 
though llw chnracters are nil Afnhomedan ami the author 
liimEolf end the minstrclB ivlio sing this song evidcnllv' 
Iwlong to that community, then; ia no pn.>pondcraiice of 
Unlu words in It. The i^prinkling of a few w'ordEof Arabic 
and Persian origin presents no dMeully whatever to the 
Hindu readers, as most of them haw Iteen aeaunilated into 
the Bengali language,—specially into the dialects of Eastero 
Bengal, Tiie spirit of ntral life that pervades the poem 
and the archaic Prakrit words in which the halM U com- 
|)ofled give to it n unique interest^—not only Ui the philo- 
logbt Imt to those who have a literary' turn of mind. Teroe 
and brief are the deacriptiuns, and the author's style is 
free from all attenipta at omameatation. The eketchea 
ate vivid and lifelike. Unlike the ballad of Nt^om 
daooit, to which the present poem bears a striking ana¬ 
logy in its aubject-matter, then? is much poetry in ihia 
ballad, and its univi- aimpUtity iajiot marred by fantastic 
legends which we find in profusion in the other hoikd. 
Like the ballad of Eenaram, it ie enlivened by a touch 
nf life, Kenarnm, Nixam and Alonsboor^—the chief cha- 
racterK of tliree of our liallads have certain undoubted 
points of nffinity, Niz-amk life, however, ia pervaded by 
sitpcmAlural elemenbi wJiicIi kceji it above tinman sym> 
patby. Like the queen ^Maynamati and the H&risiddhA, 
Kiaam ia a tlieologicai conreption, a product of wild ultra- 
natural legend, which overpowers llic masBcs with a 
mystical awe but never wins thdr reverence whicJi 

IS 


24 


EAJ3TP.IIN BEyOAL BALLADS 


D tnj{! swiiin cluLtDA from Ihe «in){iil4!'})ca«a(ilrr N^izatu ia 
rt-'formcMl by s mii-arlc, hnt tint so KenaniTi: and ^Tonshoor. 
(U course, Mon 9 hoor dreamt ft dreans, by nf iiyiiicli 

ihere cfljinj « cfuiiigy «ver thf Kiiirii of his life, ' Biii the 
droam is certainly JU)t tuiytlimg toiractUoiiB. ICenamm anti 
Muiinliuor WI'JV n;;iveil by thr.‘ pi>wer of failh and real rejicn- 
tanci* for their tFins. Tlwi aocoutii of Liieir rofornration 
aliowe the saviiig grnl^<*^ of trust in l>iviiiity, and h full 
iyi ti s;fii[jle apjKial tbnt Deeds no theological comment Co 
expliiii) the L'XtroortUtiory turn which their life latterly took. 

In the life of Moti^ltoor, refortnatinn camo all on a 
Buddon. and in auch a strange mamier that the dramatic 
eifeeC of the tale Ix^coincB almost overwhelming. He hod 
already dug n boto into a rich man's mansion, opontMl a 
chest full of valuable niiiclM, and wus nlMUt to fly away 
with the lM>r]ty,—when strangely came the falcon's cry 
indicaiive of che approach of the dawn, The morning 
prayer, the first rutnui;;, imwt be oflered. Wbethor be 
stole or oommitted robbery for earning bia livings H 
tnnttered not, hut lie had taken the solemn vow of offering 
his namm five times a day. This he oould not avoid and fte 
was praclking it ever since lie had dreamt tlm dream. Tho 
vnhiaiile booty was near him, hut he forgot it altogether.— 
nay, forgot liLmself, The^ purple iu the horiston, aeen 
timmgh the Hrindow, gave him the unfailing nntico of the 
dflwu. and tlie voices of the inyffaa were heard by the 
Dneoit from a tieighbouriog wuw/jd, ami to these, imcwi- 
sinouBly und in automatrc'rosjioQse, he joined his cry with 
all ihc form of hia voice, ‘‘LnKlahu lilallahn." The snddim 
cry made the landionl awake and ♦he men of the Dacoil’a 
party took to their heels. Bm he, roused to Hit sense of 
prejierving his unalterable vow, heedless of the danger that 
lay Ijefore him, end of the dire loss of ihi* riches that Jiad 
almosE come to his hituds,—loudly uttered the liol.v name 
of Allah nnd said hin nawer. The scene h supremely 
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Ommutir. TLt kM hcoiic in ivhidi tin? FiikSr riitiif* ki 
vbit the ffr!iv& of Ayorn Hibi and disap]je--ifs fiko s pluintorn 
urU'j: pid. ItiA respects In it, nok'eiiiiiat«'.R the great 

Ilf hiiij iinfiEe reuitndaibii. 

Tlte ballad Jins a good muiiv ptte«Agvi> i>r greui fioeiic 
liOAuiv, Tho iisardi nf tJii* (nilimtiuin caitjuig tlip iiride 
through rt Tnoati'lit night n Ucie tin- inrxinheFtms Iwkcd like 
handfulii of white Ludu of Mu ihitiivii by sonic (hil* from 
(ilxive (II! ihc enrlh, is de^onMl m r. chamiirie nnd 
piciarcsijue lotigimge. The run in htupid covirso 

deocrihiug ihe gmocful motion of llie palMiijuin and th& 
arrows of tho gtrl-wifc parted from Jicr parents, 
(Canto rn. LU MO.) 

Monshoor wna not altogothor wiihovn some noble in'- 
slitrcts iti him. If he iiad inhoriled the wirked elouieota 
of tme wtio Imd fathered litm,—Ihctetrihli^ physicnl feotoreB 
of Ludhagasi and the grim factors of his wj(dte(l churoetor,— 
there oertiiinly ran in Itia veitui the hlooif of a rirtunns 
maiden I—the victim of o demon's htet. The rpiiet gmoft 
of bis mother niio ilied a iragic death like a martyr niiisk 
hare tain deep in his »otiire as a latent force, helping the 
development of his spiritual riaitire ai an opportune moment 
in such a strange manner* Something of a niartyr'a 
patience in bis nature is displayed by the manner in H'hieh 
lie boro the assaults of the people on his person without 
uttering n vrord, la il not strange that in spite i^f hta 
great physical strength, our hero of a bimdred fights did 
not sliow the Itriixt Jnclinatiui) to retnlinte, norevoji to make 
nn altemjit to ewapn* from his rriticol position ? From 
that time forward liis virtuoits nature was ahowlng signs 
of litidding forth and his great paticitcc in miircring^ was 
tm index to hiu comiog Irunsfonuation, (Canto VI, LI, 
«!*%,) 

With elegant [ioetical pnKsageii interspt^ivef] in iiis narra- 
liou,-^pr<!gnuut uilli a deep rcligtooe meaning—tho 
•i 
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history nf a flitiaerV psyeiiological evolution hUH Wn t(j|d 
by tin? Tiwtic poet jti u jnastorly wiiy. Tbs tteflcripliana of 
tiw hills and the forest-Bhades—of the adventurous life of 
the traders, and llic Lilly people—posseas n grent interest. 

Babu Asiitosh Cboutihiiry, our Baltad'OoUector, got 
this ballad from three uton :— 

CU Sbekandur Oayen nf the village Haidgaou ; pulice< 
StutiOD Pattah. 

(3) Alwar Rabim, popularly known as Allia Andlia, 
of the village Dboral, Poiioe-Stotioii Boalklmli. 

(3) Tsisu Pagla—Ghar-chakiail ro|icc*8totion. Koto* 
wall, 

Aflu Babu obtained only a few parts of this poem 
from Nos. 2 anfi Ji. By far tlje tuost important purtion 
of Lbe ballad was secured by him from Sltfikandar flajcn* 
Shekandar is a professional rbapsodial. He was ones in jail, 
being convicted of theft. "But hja present career is marked 
by marvellous spiritual sseal. When be explains a rcligioiia 
subject, tbe masses listen to him with rapt attention ami 
take him very nearly for a saint. Wlien Aeu Babu 
sought hie help m the field of ballad, he wae taken by 
Sliekandar lor a spy from the Exdae Department, But gra¬ 
dually his feuira were dispelled and Asu Babn'a real mission 
was UiUirly made clear to him. At this stage, Shekandar 
opened to him his whole heart and rendered to him a 
cordial help. He has composed some wnga dRsieribiiig bis 
sufferings in the jail. One of which rutiB thus 

" Woe to me 1 my gnicioua God has become utigrocioua. 
The sufferings of prison-life are hard to bear, ' Imroat 
All and GoJab Habi are my bitter enemies. Owing to their 
intrigue, my iunoGeut bands are bound to chain." 

Wlien A«ii Babu bad the present ballad recited by 
Shekandar Ooyen, he perceived that *tbc atoaler of coffin’ 
bad some elements in his natiire which appealed to ttiis 
mtmttrcl moat. He sang it with lus whole heart and in 
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a manner which etirrcd up atrangfl emotions in the liearU 
of his arnliimce. Niuch strcBi: ha» tiecn laid in the iinlljid 
on the oarosdtness with which Moiiehoor DiUii his Jtnmaz. 
Slickrtmlor duily puya it as tinieei iis the bem of his 
tftle, if not more. A» he rctiitCB the lioly formu}® he 
strikes hb hcQii o^oinst the ground out of a reeling uf 
ptviroiind devotiun, so forcihfy tliot a fx>rtion of tiis fore* 
tih'JcR hfls formed into a knot, 

Bshu Asntosh Cbtmdhtiry gives the fntlowing furtlier 
account of Shekandar,—At the houne of one rTibarsn 
Chandra Siitradhar in the r'tihige rarigTAiu under the 
Policc-statifln of Patia, I heard Shekandar sing this neiuarb- 
able balhul {Miiitinttously for eight hours in the night. 
About four hundred men of the peusant-cloBS Jiad aosembled 
there. The performance was held in a wjuarc pled of land 
having four bamboti^'peiles on its sidcs^ At the heps e>f the 
poles, four kerosciM: lamps wtie hiirning like torches. 
The whole airnospiiore was coveitnl with a dense smoke 
iasiitrrg from these lamps. In tltc lurid light of these kera- 
sene lamps, iIh' minstrers figure rtppoared half-hid in 
smoke. He had a Mtripeil turhim on bis head. \ oort of 
toga hang from his shoulder down to his feet, with the 
badge of a crescciii tiiivin listed in one uf its sides. In one 
hand he held a ’ rknowro' to drive away the Iliea ami insects 
drawn by llic lamps, mid In imulher 1 i;im 1 tic had a pair of 
cyiiihtth wliioh hr played, producing a jingling sound. A 
drmniucf tint licliinti him and a few singera aang ilic chonie. 
The \>iid.‘ ol Siiukmular rvwc ftir nbovc that of other# ntul 
the audience listened n.j liiiu with rapt nttentiou. To- 
W'Ditln the iMirtli of tliia court, an iTun]KJtit, with an iron ring 
of tlifi shiipcof the cn?i>ccnt muon o\'er it, was plHnlttl mak¬ 
ing u pielQrast|ueshow'. The stick was calk'd the ' * 

* Snifli matpinl lH*t lli» ’*<**• ' imrirtrs » FrtifV ft>f 

ffrtPi »n Awtijc UMil- Uui "• tl'*** E"! If"' |ir<(N '* lit 

KikliEiruti^n, BtH'k 
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lLk a tvw gur]:titd:ii uf hnn^itt tiaveriit 

folds. WltMt ffjH‘k‘diu1tir vvns. dingiDi’, m liim'a lip ujurlifd 
tljc dflfd with liib ht'itti H titHj'k of iteipLvl. (,hi Ihu 
yroutii] 1 j! v a oaii lilkn) with rito nnil other ihing^. I'liesi? 
i^Tere Eneani ii9 ' ‘ or olIeriiigK to tin* (.!»«. 

Huuliu; mil] Muliumwlufis still oEfcr tIu? ‘Hhnni' in 
Uoikiui' ijf the (.Iftiii, Hill the tijne im^ ci»i}}g<><i. TJie 
Molins iinvr issiK'd u * Prifipij ' Itrinktljug nll cUesoa of 
wiDgR w * Hurain,' irilh rtiiotEitiuus from rbligjp^ua tc^U. 
SvMi b wrtiiin ilijit ihis duo of vuigs will no muie l>c 
aung ju tla* rtmmfy-siffL*/' 

it dhatild Ik* etnU’d horu Lhiii tlu* MdioiijiijaitA U!»:i| to 
aiiig Uiu mt! uf fla^i all over iSetiad, i,|iei;mJ|y in the 
JucaJiliiis iifsr the Suodnrbiuis. 'Hie fight of tk* (iiwi with 
IkhfthiJi Hoy* the ggdof tlw? Ugors (attim tlw* niibied or tljis 
Ga;:i*«o)ig. MAiiy Htmlii wTitm iN^mpoaotl ilieinoiigiil 
iJjikflhui Hoy mu] i»nio»gsit tJiijso tLellai-nmugjil ufKTiBhnu- 
ram. au inhiibitaiit of tin: village NiniU, ehouhl k|.u.mtnoiit- 
ly noticed. The Mnhoirietliiri ivniers hiive L-qlled it '* (he 
Gazir gilii *■ jimt in ilieir vewloiw tla GaW\ gets victory 
over Guk’ihiii Roy. Sotiie ol thi3ii« fioiigtt hrive hwu pnli- 
iiahed l»y the [wEisimtry cxJUUumH] iii Ihe ntrnl dinln-k of 
Eustowi m-iigul. Trulh mil! legend have mixed fiuitasti. 
cully ux till!, carious aong of ifa. (Jaai, hiH xvt uro tiiU at 
r-«aiml concerned wUh it TJie tkw.song i«x,niie ao 
populnr Unit miirxv halkiLs sung |.»y ik M.i!wm«]an 
miiiitrtrU, Ihuugh tlifllr subvert'mat 11!/ b alftigether 
diilejcnt* m- iiidiuk^i Hitliin tk- (kri-songH. Tk 
n-iL'Oii is tliiit iho minjJtrdft w faiMj i-biei auhjcii ivm thb 
lighi I.f the riiizi bocrniie Hudusidy naBociiitcil with thb 
tlijil l.vtieHy IV}t:iIcier ihcv amig felJ under the 
tatesory of tJic iiimii ^u\i\wt mi.J weix- iletiuminotfd 

Hft tfflzi-Koug Itb not tliefefore stmnge ihnt thb baljml 
of Minislioor, ihn tlneoif. ,s cnilcrl us xueh by tlie tiU.i(-e. 
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Of Ibfl two otLfrf fting^n w'W helped Asu IkhUf AJwjir 
Enhim*» vcwlou h rary imi^orffct. Hf recites oiil/ n 
liiimil [lortjoii of Uic metrical ol tlii«v wjrf', giving 
tliL* HiMt df ibe mHjor [jurt d titc hwUmI m pT.we, hs his 
meiiior; fi't'^ucmly fB.ilfi him. 

Tiijiu Paglii, Ufl hiii umui! iiiiilctiicj, is ti <rrn7,jr feUwW. 
who ^rngtf (his b)iJla<l quite well in ihc incid iultuvuly uf hia 
diitcitfic, hut when he gets n jdapK* wlii li* rmtiiig the -iouB, 
till he somctiiues does, hia song iKOomen an imvihim'iit isilc 
full of ^mid imd fury, signifying iioihing ” 

The Beene of Moiuihuar'h Hctiviuce lay in tlw JuJIy 
IrarU of (JhitUgoug. Chiiitepfir of the liuitud ia ’Utiiiitci] 
tm llie hunks of tJie Iviinuni which in u hiwtich n( the 
liamufuUi, Tho village ie njlhn) lIio jurtsdictiou of tlie 
Polioe-sution Itenguitiii, The nuuuj iif Cliintapur \i9a mtw 
fiiightly tiecii ultcWKl. it is now cttllcd " iMkahin Njcluuhi- 
pur," The native vitluge ul Liidlut, fHlhtir (.d Afou&btxir, ie 
CtLzuhgrnm, now known ua GaitaJia, whith ib not fnr oU 
froia tUhntapur. ,\sii Bnhu in ouursc nf Ins trip m recnwer 
tbi' hulkd paid u visit to itlJ tlu^- placed. Tint river 
‘Tiiega ' iiientiooed in the hullad w nnothcr truneh of the 
Karriitfulll. The paddy ficldB on ilic of the Thega in 
a locality iituticd Dum-duuuuiu-pttru (('unto I, Id, 
are Btill hmious for their huiiiiier eaipN ; and the furcAt nynr 
this river is it reserved tract of tlir (•ovonituuiii, 

Uliittagotig iva^ furTiierly natrird aa “ Htinnairii 
AIuHuck.'* The Hiu-Uiads or ihu PonnguesiC (fniiu 
Armnda)cmce plJiyml an imjwtiiut purl tii this hilly Hiatrict. 
In the 113th century 3d ukttn da rum referred to Ihcgreai ilread 
in which tlteae llanimds, iho Portuguese pimtes, were held 
by eiitcrjirising traderu whit uiadc sta-voyageB in the IJov of 
licngHl, On iltfi weat oftliudiBtriot, the piraicB, prtuciptdJy 
tbn Portuguese, were greatJy a-ured. and lire dciiue forest*, 
inhabited by ihr Kukit., the Murangu umiI the hilly iribcn 
Wert! no Idas dreaded, \\*iih u view to tiave the t^ourury 
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from tbe cnprit!kiU5 attacitjs uf tlnese wild bill-trilifi?, the 
EHiidti kingti of Gout lini) at one time bud rMourse to 
«CDdttig the H&Jsnrisot the t’unjnh to go t-o these ninumniii- 
oiis regions still RiijUli* there. Large i!iidinvtneut» of hind 
were made to them for keepiitg in eontrol the uon-Aryim 
tribes. Thew HjiKUiie \vlni eaiiic iirijicitjsilly fnim the 
i'linjah and {lartly from Allnhahnd atill dw'cll tn large 
nuniliera iti OluLtoguttg and arc pojmluriy called ’* Hnxart- 
Ivhottiis,'* Hasiari meutifi leader of a thonsfind suldim. 
They now own eaicii^iva latidi; iti CtiiiiHgong. Luring tliu 
decadence of tJii' |K)wer of the Mahnmedan Xnwabs of 
Munliidnhad, the flawirta revolted, trying to throw off the 
yoke of deijetwlfliiw. The Kawab found it nacenaary to ^lond 
a large troop under ^fahaaingbi to qneit this robcIUon, 
flo brought to Murshidabed eight chiefa uf llm Ha^nris 
Ixntnd iiiehiiii) and they were all thrown irrto the fihagi< 
rot hi to meei a watery grave. It k probable that during 
tiu: latter (airt of ^loaleui udminintniiioii, whcji a sort of 
anarchy prevailed in the district, Iht noiorioua daooit 
Mnnehoor with his band of rubliero carricfi on his depreda¬ 
tions throngbom the country. The ImtIaH in its original 
shape must lutve Iwtur composed in liml iiaut: alioiit the 
middle of the LGth eeiitnry,^ 

Liki:»it On.is'Dru gnv 

I 114 ^ 1 . AiltUrtti ffit wfiti *Fn»P oJ ti|i nti^«ntl* ibU 
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PRSUMINAJIV IIVMSS 

ObcisaTiioe t» ray lenrD&i) niidri^niie. I pay my i^Bpccls 
to my eliiorit nnit compliments to rny junior?. I itdmii my 
ahortcomin|i9. Mony an emir ! rany commit, but kindly 
bear tvUli me till Ifniiahtny I itee aroiinil me olH 

people, men nnd women, from wlmnt I expect an in<lulgetii 
trentment on their cliilrirtm would do, Kvery one cairn at leil 
a tole relcTOOtly, nor mn one exjicol everytliiioj fine and 
foulllcs'^. I pntr(*fiit yon, therefom, my triorntt, lo piirrlon mt> 
if you dtHCOver in my rxmipofiitKm nnyitiinii inolegant or 
fnuTty. 1 fiiive lint trtmUod mimic ns n seienct*, ao I may not 
keep time while T ibiiih 1 tmve unirl nil tlint U 

ueceeaary. No hirtlier pro!iraimiry wilt In* Dcednh I pmy 
to (tod tliat Hr may liH]i me, ond I l»i*gjn nty Immlde 
berc. (LI, 

(1) ('itm sA. ri*K F.Mfiv ortmi Him TfiACTfl, 

In the eastern limits of llic Mir district of Chittagong, 
there is a great liiil. where lieosts of nil kiiida rove in 
wildertieas, TIm* itmgfe is deiiM' niid in its impanelrohic 
depths tigers, leopards, eloplinnts imd wild biifFiiloes have 
made tlwir fitvoiirite wsori. The Mrllier eoRt one goes, tin? 
higlwr lire the (Wiiin. that one's eyes meet, Tfii^ ponks 
oconi to touch the rory sky. 

In tin? Jifjirt o| litis forest dwell the hilly p^ipte of 
Arekon, the rnnkbawas, ihe Miirtuigs /md the wild Kukis 
in It perfect shite of midity. Tliew wild people wander 
nhont the fnrrst like the verj hnilnIces and tigers. If ihcv 
happen to meet tiny prison of Chitliigoiig nr of the lower 
valley tliey stah him wiitKnit mercy. Thv Jiuntiins and 
tlw Clmkiufts live upon their hu'ourilc fooil * yoiijAttrlii' ; 
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tliDV constntct twivstfiried hoti&es with hnmboos, an^ in 
thl^3e hfiighta irviiEle of bamboos which thay calt ‘ rnucJioiijr ’ 
lltcy livf» will) a aenAC of ac^urlty nml case. In ih^ 
valtnys at tha foot of the hills the laixl is m fertile that 
il)c earth weiiift to yieW jjold. Rich Jiarvesta of various kinds 
of pia/<lHy, cotton-plant!), the lusebna fruits called *mar/a’ 
and ' cfii'miM* on the soil, and thr' wild pixiple come 
down with these products to the markets in the down- 
cutminea where the [wople of the Talley flock to purchase 
them. (LI, 1-lG.) 


(d) Tint Tbadeb in Lovn, 

There was n nmn in the hilly regions named Ludhagai’i 
who traded in bamboos mid straws, ft was a prosperous 
business that Ludha conducted with the help of two boat- 
mtai. They once came to one of the bends of the Kama- 
fulli, popularly called'£ainc 1 1 a,' and murching upstream 
crossed the c.'inat of'Thftgerkul.* Thtw they proceeded 
to a village Of CTiiltagoiig called Dtiui'iiuomia where they 
purchoacd « goofl t^nantitv of rice ami rotton. They bad 
oonatrtictetl their kitchen on bunifiooH and made themaGlTCS 
happy with food cwkird then-Dn. The whole of the ifay 
they spent by hawking in the viilflge path. In the tiewity 
of the canal, there was a stnaU seltleuietil of the Jummas. 
For a few days the tiar-i r 'wred his Ison I near the landing- 
ghat of ttw canal in that locality, 

L<idliagft):i was aitroeled une day hy a strange apectaole. 
A maiden w-as going lo the paddy field. Her api»earance 
was striking. She wore a dark coloured Umnii' and her 
eyes cast sidelong glances as she w'utked. The gold car- 
rings dangicil oil bulb 0 idcs of her moon-1 ike face enhanc¬ 
ing its ViCAUty and grace. It seemed that two pomegranate 
f ruit )> were Mir lobursi ni tier breasts, and a goldnii string 

i iCJi.iifiii u or tii^ fiiuu* 


f'OFPlX-STEALER 


33 


n^clwl flbiinn to her lovely ncek. Tli* garlanii of tlflwera 
roiiml Uor chignon ujovecl in a wavy danee, tniichod by 
the |)lMrfivt She ««» smiling nil along, tlnittgh 

alone, cvtdemly at flome wwl IlmugKt imtttrnl Tn 
youth, and Uint %mije wnic i$ii nweet that one I'riiild puv 
hia whole life for its |iMw. Her fnllnpr lluriiilhan, a 
kwal mcrchnm, mid Iwr timne was DiL'nnft-piin. The gif| 
WflB engaged in liddwork on Ike bunk of tlur TIrga; and 
LiidJingHKi, JKaiwJ on Ihe banilHti structtiw-, gnsted wonder- 
ingjy at Iter, Ah iiltfiii m he IwJujId her, fits heari Itent 
d^kkly. ^ 


(3J Tim Tioeh asd tua I’anv 

0 Tiiy niidicnre, listen to whai lianajnixd next, riio 
girl enme U* Ihc ennal for a luiili. Th& evening vvas in’iir, 
and atreiiks of the ntstr’s ruya were still s|jarliltiig ui riv>wn 
ffl. the tops of the tr^ea. The Gazi eniue down from lijs 
hanil-oo-fient and approached tlie girl, Tlwn.* ivjis n,. 
no prelimitino* bm all on a sudden, from Iwhind 

her b.ack, he dipped her with tiia arm tightly, ^‘t^nck will, 
this sudden ilmiger whirl) came like a hlow/cjuuma liNiked 
Wtind and screamed aloud. rnidJia was ^wie «p to the 
of the moment and tied fftnl her rnoiitli by Ins towel. 
Hift next action was to take up his pleasant hiinlcn on hh 
shonldcrs. ft was ihr old a(ery of the deer caught hv iho 
tiger, I’erfwjtly Itelplo^, sin? sited ivar* withiHit hcJitK 

ttlik ift rty iibini, I * - ^ 


(4) At tht Hia-flK uf riirr 

Tbi fJazi crossed the ornuil TJupga jutd lame to ilw 
Ivaiurhii, ^ The girl had cxbaitsied Iht tears nnil liiy un* 
txinwiout In an aUerly desilinto siato. They cam,;* now 
ft 
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to the midslrenra of the wirle Kjimaful!i. The water lay 
deop for a gwat cspanst And the fiaii tried to eonsqle 
the dinuieased maideu bj many a gweet word. She, (lowever, 
liflietitd not to the fair words of the devil anti heedless of ifieuj 
bemoaned her lot. The tear^ tlmt ran in streams from her 
eyes seemed to increu:!^; the volume of the water of tlie 
Kainchn. For four days Ukv paancd thfough the great 
river, nud on the fifth, Ludlm retumcti to tii.ti own village 
Gaxali witli the fair Iwoiy, 

She took tlie vow of fasting, and the lovely colour of her 
cheeks faded day by day. Htte neither ote ftny fond nor 
drank water. Her condition wtis verily like tlwi of a deer 
put ti>U) ni) iron cage, I j 

(5) CHEtiaa'a DfiATR. 

O roy audience, hear what happened next. After a 
time it was observed that sbn was Her r>wn 

breath seemed to he poison to her and she felt a feverish 
excitement throughout her My. Her colour once bright 
as the ckampak flower now became dark and sooty; and 
there was no more any stgit of beauty in her. The' throe* 
of child-birth completely overthrew Jier. Site had not the 
strength to walk a few- jiaoes, ami if ahe attempted to do so 
alie altppeii her foot and fell down each time. The day of 
delivery ,irew near, and in (it lime alie gave birth 
to a son and immediately after Imrt her senses. Alas, she 
had auHcred tmmcnBoly, hut could bear no more. Jt is a 
p.ty that she could not see her parents at the last moment, 
jhc dietl dter the birth of a wn. and Liidhagari found 
lumself really m great trouble with the unlucky child. 

(LI. 

fl» T«i! erorLKri Chti.i> Tt,»tt!(Fi> jnto a CoFFtK-smtiea, 

Like ibe cub of a ferocious leopard, the boy began to 
grriw, The whulc jiiiiglt tract of the east Ih^ roved about 
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like n young viigabond that he was, Thi'j' cnHecT Jiiui hy 
tlu! itiiuii.- oF MoriHlioor. From inrnney u]j, he Isecnuje 
mitiatoii intti the life of wickedtim. Tlia t^oloiir waa deep 
black 4pd hia cyea ftery red. Wiierevur he ivctit, there was 
aure to he fracai!. f'ometiiiifia for ttw whole day he 
remained in tiie forests atid nt times ciitiic lioiae, Kolnxly 
was there Imk after or cv'eitm(|i;in; nlionl the ini)lli)erlB»a 
nhild A tom rug he wore mood his waist and bis body 
^imilt tJic repelling dineil of n hulfithj. Fur the whole day 
lie was seen to cJiCw something and looked like a eow 
rnmirMiting, When nnyhody eww liim on the fop of some 
tree, he wis sore to mitfiske Ute lad for a monkc) owing to 
hia liig junipa and dark colour, Kobody w'us there to feel 
rorntiasaion fur this wiJil Ikiv. 

Smv trtinapireil another event to ttirn the fate of ihiir 
latL Hia father Lndlin |n.>rceivcd one night that one of hia 
«nVFi in the jmsturea wa^ seized bj it tiger. Hn iiimie* 
diaUdy ran to its rescue with a big rlub m hia hand. The 
tiger heoine fiirknis nntl leaving tlie cow aeizeil Litdha, 
thre^v bnn diiwn and drank hia life-hluod Thus died 
liudhrt, paying the |ienaUy of hts wicked nets in life. 

Free frotn restraints, Monslioor'e career Inrcttiue wilder 
ihi;v by day. He had no houie, no proviuion a mi none 
to call him In* i>\vn. He mixt'tl with the wicked luds 
of tile locality and soon liecatne tlicir leader. On iho east 
of hib native vllhige Jay motho high peakn which iihoimderl 
w'lih binuboo-grovcs, fine ciuics called lUe ^affnr, and the 
sjwcies of straiv nauiud ufif. Tn LbLs Forual Munshoor 
wandered about duy and night. TJie I'eople of the iotmlity 
considered him tnure like n iiger or u buffalo tiian tiinn. 
His parenW' were dead ntid tin* fiiihcr had not left him even 
u bui to live in. Jungle wrp bis Iminc. and lie aoon 
eked out a living.—one natural fen aucli a wild youtli, — 
ducoiiy. T!o bwriimf! n coiifirnicd txtbl>er ip n Abort tirne. 
lie fdl lio eumptiiictidn « lifii he murdereil n man in cold 
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blfHxl. Hp often dug llw plinth of a pereion's bouse luid 
brought out by tho hole^ be Intgo trunhn and 

cheats vontftining rielies* But ihis was not 9II He 
eoruraittcd many more heinous crimes. He often dug 
out the graves of tbe dead and wcuring tho cciffins sold 
ilierii ill the market. Whenever Jic got u report of someone 
being buried, be stole into the grave by iiighi nut! applied 
himself to digging i(. He dug out in fact his path ui hell 
by fio doing. Hia eyes blmied like two suns and Iiis voice 
ronred like iriimmer-cloiidn. He eniued riches by Ills 
wickwl trade and felt no pity for the itumceut men he 
killed ; but luvisJily did he distribute these riches atnimgBt 
hil* r!Oairadr!!S. 

His fame spreod far and wide. People Uwk him for a 
devil and hvhl him jit dreud, Some siiid MonsliDor Wita 
fond of cjiiing human flesh, osjwciftlly itiot of corpwjn. 
Others e;iid iliut no demtui |ion.^med the phyrical atrcngT.li 
I hat lji‘ did. II in party liccjiiui’ large,—recruited from the 
vast tnict of couniry nt the ffx.t of the Eastern hills. So 
greatly was ho dreaded that the young children crying and 
fretting, iiecnnic at ooet? silenced it tftey lieard tlic uotue tjf 
MoiwfK¥.>r, the Coffm-HttNiler, (l,l_ 1-H.j 

17) Thk lliiinai I\ab’I'V, 

Tbc night was Giuiling with mooiibeams uud a palnu~ 
'jiiiii wiiK pussing by the lultsidc. The riiuonhcuma looked 
like handfuls of white Ac/fi-bmtw dung on the piiljimpnu 
from above. Merrily did ilir puliuiqwiii paa^ by the aide 
of lhe]M;ak. Monshoor, the daooit, twreoived thni the palan¬ 
quin must Udung 10 Home hrithi pist married. He poiidtrcci 
over Ihc matter for little time und then hid hiiuHvlf 

Wbind the screw.plants lliui grew Ly the ddc of tlw 
Kuniiai euiiaj. Merrily did tJie palunquin puss, eight 
carriers Iwc it. From within u smuid of uail was heard. 
Tim iii'w bride veak iu-yUig in 4 Igw tone, reumnibcring 
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her niotilHir and father, froiD whom ahc was juat pHrled. 
Stic wept os she thought of her lovely yontiger brollicr. 
Al timea she was i}tartle<i hy the aourifl nf the beetles, 
bn asking under the grasses. A mild southern breeze w^ns 
wnyiog the pictun!S(]iie cloth that i:overed tlie palainpim. 
The moon shone in full resplendence so thiiL night looked 
like dny. Belli ml the sere w-pkuts lay ihe dneoit silently 
like a tiger about to hmnd on his prey. 

The palanquin bearers cws&ed (he fordribfe stream of 
Kuriuai in slow paces, and then they approached the grove 
of Bcrcw*plants. tSuddenly like a tiger coming upon a 
flock of cattle did MonsiJiuor jump upon the piilniu|uia, 
Tlierc lie gave out a luiiil yell. Ihiiuf thought it was a. 
wild huffalOt Olliers iiiisinok the hhiihI fnr that of si tiger. 
The carrim left ihu place in all haste to save thoir livea. 
Miiiishoor Ali, iiuw fully the inuBUr uf iliy sitiiHiidti, ii|»cned 
the doors uf the palnnrjnin, with ease. Tlie new liridi- 
cried out in fear saying, * O my (.tud,' Without any furlhcr 
ado, the robber snatched off ihc necklace from her brenel. 
He took awny uIbo her noKe-omnment, the ' nu/ft ' and 
gulden cnrringb, Ami tluui there tvos minthet jump and 
tile dacoit djsnppeared inln the demte forest. 

The party of the bridegroom now cauif near the pit Ian- 
quiD and W'cre greatly moved by this mishap, Tliev saw 
the young bride's doso bleeding 1 lie blood soiled her 
nch garments. The pnrty in ilcep sorrow cauio to the 
bridegroutn’s iHiiise. When they all suvv ilni hricle, tlio 
festive isoiigs turned into bitter louKUiU. <LI» 

(fit IjiE ij.tri T,yt.E Avv rr& Hnuorii. 

Chinlapiir m one oj tht.< jjiM hcnutiJul vilbig^h; m ibe 
cuuntry. Msrii m Iiuhh' nillj two slanting rtud^, and 
otJicrs with Imir, apitcurcMl in nov>j. giving ihe village an 
uir id aJHiicncc, The lands on lioih biilcit id the rsital 
Kurntai yielded gulden iiorvoat. The |icu»nitb used to get 
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twu for 4oiriTi^ tin; sofds. sn ibat iu tho coufw 

oi ji year they rcfi|ie(l ilotthlr hfirvt^tti. At iittervala one's 
iWrt WBre glmiilcnod hy the sight of the beaiitiftiJ Letel- 
plaote:. AxitJi's Iitoiflc fuoke^) pnrtifuliirly pictwresque und 
benutifiil on thi- hmik of the ivwmwi. He hnd five aea,. 
going vessels—the A«»viaj«s—muyred on the hank. Tiw 
nhole vtllagr fesjioeu^l him ns it* ii^ader, He cunied the 
products III the so it to Kitsrts long niiil Mpioni every vear, 
niul hrouglit fioui ihiAse places putties filled with silver 
coiim. He was in fjirl vm dever in hioiness. The Jurainfl 
Jiml the rhakuiits said that in the wimJe eonntry, ihert wns 
aol uitoLhcr lijiiier ns honest n» Arini. HU first wife hod 
died nod at his lonicth year he had injirried iigfiiii. The 
name oj lliis Jmly wna Ayerii. f hope my midjenoe will 
hear with me, if I take ti Utile time in dfUiCriliing her lieanty, 
Her Uee wu» wj bvdy that it fflscitiflteil tvon women, not 
t%> speak of men. When she siiiiled. In-r face-Wramo lit 
up with a lifluh. Her u-vlh were like !i t-tniig of ^ienrlh. 
What sltuJl I say iilmm her hoir ? I'liey \\x:n os black as 
they were long and reached hor very ankles. 
Her c>e*hrows were curved liko ttie rnmljow. Her 
liujhs Wert* leir dihI syrumetricnl and deemed to Ik- 
soft as tlie ffmj«p«dH(d, Wtien jibe walked, aho 
looked like tin* bird Khnnjan,—her gait was w playful. 
'When she had attained her youth a halo seemed 
to eiiumaie from Jier liwly diffusing love and light. 
Aaim was rwlhcr declined in the vale of years. Possessing 
this youthful hidy he fell himnelf Jnippy beyond all measure 
On the day of marriage, AyTerahibi bad loat her noac-oma- 
ment and a little flesh from hor ear w-ith the earrings. 
When Ariiii tilTwliouau-)y touched her man aud ears, 
caressing her with nil nfiidcrncss, the ‘hj bride became 
nvenvhelmed with simiiie find hid lici lace into her 
hushiunl's ba-«si. A/im one day said, ” Wlicre are your 
earrings and uobc-ornomcnl?" hhc smikd with tears 
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in ber eyes and said, "On ihe darof my marriage n black 
leopard etiocked me and seized the ornaments^ anil alter 
tliis act, it lied lo the Eastern hills/’ 

Tliiie dill liuslmnd and wife had many a mcrrv 
conversation uti 3 topic whuilj tijid C4Su&&fl a deep ^v^QunJ 
ill ilioit inintld in spiti^ nl nil Jh^nioroiis reterence^ to it. 
The Uuubarid was deeplv Kt[aclied ti> the wife. 

(Id. IhHJ 

<9J Thu [’'artinq, 

December, Lhe cold Eseaiioti. had already set in. Rice in 
the Acld^ was rend^^ lor the reaper’s scythe. Azim resolved 
to go abroad for trade, tie wraa to go upaireant bv the 
Maioni, The tnotlrer wept as she tenderly held Irer son by 
the band. "How long, dear etm, will you remain jnvay? 
lou are like the staff to an old mnti. II I dp not meet you 
for a Bocond, my heart beats m anxiety/' 

The 5«iroiigo (iioat) lay uiixtreH on the landing ghitt 
while he bade farewell to her. Azim glam'eil ut ihp face 
of hiB wife again and again. At last, he bade her adien 
with these wordy,—" Life of rny life an thou; 1 crave 
ponnission tti go and stay abroad not iikiPc tliati three 
niontha. On the eJtpiry of that time, I will meet thee 
oncB more, my love." Like a pigeon with broken wings 
Ayerabibi WTithed in agony at parting with her lord, 
*'I will not nlbw yon to go atvay by any means/' she 
said; "how can I live without yon? I do nut care for 
riches nor for all that you might bring by Irude, My onlv 
joy is to he near you and anltBfy my thiraty eyes by looking 
at your dear face night and day/' 

Azim said soothing wnrda to his mntlter and wife, and 
having calmed them by sweet consolation, he started on 
his trading ntjaslon As he proceedcil towards the jjliot, a 
fly was buzzing near his eye, Srnne one sneezed as he 
bad just steppeil oiil of his room, A snake wur observed to 
pass from tlip right to the left. He saw also more ill 
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timcna ; in ttic paih lay a now with Lorti^ broken, &nd a 
titUe diild of a mUkmiin v,'&& hroaking liis pitcher of 

curd, A fishcmian wus crying over Ills net which had got 
LMitungk'd with ii wooden [lolt in tiie river, Tliw women 
were swn. searching lire from the huir of one another, 
uiiil a (iHirlh ivai£ ob^ervcrl going to the river tjkai with an 
empty |jitcl«ir. Adin saw all these ill omem*. Ho did 
not w’i»h to lUviiie tlio wil) of irod. Rut iiaving token h),t 
rb|)aHt prepared by h|s niuther iuid chewing Iteielo that bis 
wife ftad offered him, merrily did he sing 'Atri' songs and 
steered lits course up the Muionu (LL 1>S'2,) 

(10) Tnit Rtkriei,, 

Tile fobimr Monwhoor wus oil along in tlie {|uest, anti 
nvniling liiinaclf of the present oppartunity, he paid a visit 
til the villugG Chintapur. Be catnc lo the house of an old 
woman and plessed licr hy calling her ' aunt.* "1 am a 
Faktr," he staid, " [ wont to put up with you for some 
time," Re spoke many u sweet word and the old woman 
felt a real liking for him. Be besndes made a present of 
many edibles to the woman and hidtl rtdigious discnsslon 
with her now and then, to this effect*^*' O my aunt, I 
do not aiLach a pin's value to the things of ttie world. 
My mind ia bent upon the happiness of after-life. You 
««<? that I always wander about the bank of theKiinnai. 
That is beenuse I like to meditate upon tlie ways leading to 
Heaven and I am <.5t)m0nt with my life of a Fskir." Truth 
and miirutli, lacia and fiction, he ini^ed together in bis 
prolific Bpeechcii. Hui his real object whs to aetsse the 
priw that he had once let go,—the Lndy Ayera, wife of 
Ay.iui, 

iSornc days passed m Hits wmy and the old wotuiin was 
the more pleiutid with him at* every day he provided 
fowl-curry at lu?r dinner. 
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Nofr> tny brethren, hcHr trbat took plane on a pJtrticuIar 
dey. It was the bathinfr time und the sun was just over 
the head. Ayerabihi hail just hnished her oonking, and 
being free, titok * pitcher in her arms and iveot to the 
hething fAol. She had put on a bodire of satin with a 
dazzling colour and through it glitUTises of two pomegranate 
fruits could Iw seen inviting the bees. He observed this 
from some distancit) and his heart lea])cd out to have a 
touch. 

She washed her fair Umlw and plimgetl her head for 
a moment in the river. The bwr, seated under a liitof 
tree, was watching tier movemem with close attention, 
■‘0, what a sight Imve I seen! I am faaciniited- My 
mind ia apeli-bound. If T can ever meet her and win her 
love, it will be tJie crowtnng ftut?ce*s of my life.'' Tbc 
rubber stretched his eyes to see her going home back with 
her pitcher, and when she was out oI sight, he l>egan to 
ponder over tliG course he tvaa to adopt oest. 

Slit had jusl Jighled her evening lamp. Her household 
work was all finished, April bad jnat t'Oitio in. tike 
waa perspiring in heal. Her mind was engrosst^d 
in the thought of her IniBbiiud. The three montbs 
tliat he hod fixed ure now over. She was feeling llw 
agony of separattou. In tlie comfieldB, far into the heart of 
forests, there wiindcrcd tigem, InilfaloeA and otlier ferocious 
lieaats. She liecixme deeply concerned, as she thought of 
her husbamrs odveoture. She indulged in all kinds of 
fears, and when her grief was great flluf sang a fmorirtn^t 
song. 

“ Youth has |uBt dawneil on me and you, my love* 
cannot feel the longings of a wouuin's heart. Tlie 
fiowers have bloomed in onr garden and the fragrant} has 
spread far, and these cunse me nothing but pain as you 
are sw'ay. yoi' have dealt with me, O my lord, not like 
8 lover but like a cruel enemy, consigning my heart, at 
i 
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you hav(j doni*, to the flue of ^jp&rotiou. This consumes 
me dfty and niybt. Ported frutn you I feel no fiteoituru 
in aDfything^ nroutiil me, You promiseil to reium after 
throo mouths, Iiu6 now I see you played u trkk on 
me, (^vor tlu? fuD-biown flrinurri the bees hover with 
their little dark wings. Tlioy drink honey hspptly snd 
from yonder hr^nch of the tree the bttickhird miiddens me 
with its warhlfls. My fchiuj has a door oti the esst and 
the Houtheni wind enters it witlioiit oh^rudion. How 
plensunt is this time siiJ how hsppy I would Iw, if I could 
onJy fioe your sweet face now! Were I a doiver, my love, 
nml ytm my bee, how happy would have been qur 
union. If you were fiere hy iny side now% I would 
hove f^ffcrcil you s sweet Iwtel and surrendcrod my 
youth nheoltilcly lo you ;uhI both of us w‘ould have 
liwtt no happy. If ever you come buck again, I will 
make a fupa by my flowing tresses and bind your 
feet tenderly with Uiem iKv that you would not be able to 
leave me again." 

With her reveries in th;.- ■drain, she came lo her 
lied- Tliere were two couches cfoso together and on 
one of iliem she *k*pt. Then did she dream of her lord 
and was ebarmod by seeing his lace Uiough it was in her 
sleep. Sho breathod Iioiivily, lost as she was in profound 
slumber and Jior breath eomided like that of .1 furnace mildly 
heated by the blacksmitfa. IJutaidc, all was deep dark 
and the nigbl hud uow advanced. At this hour did the 
rubber Monshoor with a spade in bis hand make a htde into 
the plinth of her bruise mid enter it. Being in the 
room, he iighteil a candle and on the coiich he snw the 
betiutiful dnrnitel looking tike ii fairy. Her hair and 
dollies were all loose. For a few taotnetits Monahoor 
kept fttnriDg at her without fieing able to move his eyes 
from lliAL picture of the sleeping woniatt. Then did the 
wicked man lake the candle dnae to hor face ami ahe 
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awoke with o start, ttexnbliog. It wiw flif if * epark of 
firs had fallen on a gimpowder inaga^itie. 

MoEMhoor said. ** Hear me, 0 JaH 5 . I have turned a 
Fakir, giving up ail worldly pleaeiire for your sweert 
sake, [f my life is the finuftmerit. you ara tike the full 
moon in it Yield l»» me your youth, nohle lady, and 
ABlisfy my great hunger for love.” 

She cried out in great rage, like a bomb bursting. She 
loudly cnlled her neigldiours. The robber had lost all bie 
tsense ju tbe madness of his iJassiion. He Ktill ntood tike 
a Blatue, gazing at Iter with Ids thiraty eyes, unconsoioua 
of ovoryUuDg else. Men and wumett with and without 
arms came flocking to the spot. They canght hold of 
Monshoor and liad him Iwnnd. Sohm* kicked Iiim, soine 
gave blows with their fieia- Tti fact, (■veryoDe of the crowd 
av.iiJed him.'iell of the wcoiiiOD to serve the guiUy man 
with blows. Even weak men and children began to 
pull liim by the hair, anil there was none who did not 
play the hero by taking part in tlii*! general attack. The 
last thing they did w.’is to bind bis neck with n rope and 
pull him through the rough hilly path like a benst. They 
thus brought him into a deep forest, but the victim pre¬ 
tended to be a dead man and did not show the least sign 
of life. He lay inert and them was no breath in his 
nostrilfi. People, assembled there, hanged him by a rope 
on a tree. 

It ia a wonderful talc, my friende. Wlien all people had 
dispersed. Monsboor Ali opened his eyes, and looking on 
all sides be perceived that there woe none near him. 
Then did be slowly take off tlw rope from his neck and 
climbing down from the tree hegan lu walk in alow' 
paces. He was »o thirsty that bis very life seemed lo 
run out, He reposefl for some time in the shade 
of tht trees and nest procecdtHl towards a Idll-fotiutfllo for 
Bllaying his thirst, (IjI. l-lOlJ.) 
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tlJ) Thk Ijast SLtiKr. 

Some iLiuc passed in tins wn)' and Ayerabibl had a 
must Luiliappy time of it. She fell u x'ictim to remitient 
fever. Her youthful churns!> nnd her lovely face lost all 
iLeir attraction. She tvajj confined ui bed, and when she 
atlempii'd to rtil fur n while, she niitik tliiwji all e)(liniifittHl. 
Her ftnsielies like lier fever slowly eonsnincd her and 
uut a duy ivitliUi n whule inuiilb had the fever any 
fiiinissiori. Her «ornmA siie could not unfold to any one, 
nor could she hear ilietn. She luincd this side and tliot 
aide on the liieil rootless, wliik* tears droppetl from her eyes 
WTretly. Her head aeheil so severely that it sccnied to 
hutst, reopio who came to see her gave lliLMinaninmna 
verdict tiuii dejitii wiis in stgljl. ft Is the grave for which 
she had to Ijc ready srMni. 

When her eoiiililion nut an entirni, A/irn enme In the 
laiiduig y/f(ff of the ri'er in hiH large 8iitangi. Frnn- 
ticnllv he cnieri'd his lioriie iitid saw Hint the lady w.i.a hr^ntli^ 
ing her last, Mollss iuid Khundknrs were present there 
reciting texts from Kcripturcs a* their Inst service it* the 
dying. A^iiii hurat into n Imtd lament, ssytug " (t niy 
kivc. arise fi'oiii your lied nud speak to me. laing have I 
given yovi pniii, Hmv w'oiild it lie fmssihlo for me u> live 
without you ? All my riehcij, my lioine, and yooda arc to 
me now withoin any vnlne it was ot nn iinlufky niomenf 
that I hud gone for voyage up the Mnynni, The result has 
heeu that I Jinve lost Ike best «r my rkbss. more vntunhle 
than my life itself. How can f live in this world without 
you? Who would 11 he me when suffer iiig from stings of 
*01 row. 1 ? M'Jio will i-inlurn'C me and aaauage the pun of niy 
heart1 Ijutc no iksirtf to enjoy my ricfn-s uithiHit voii. 
Till* l‘i“ w-oHil is iiiy lj>j|iit> iiniY nnd J do imt know in what 
forest or dejiik < 1 ! jungle I shnil hide myself in order to 
sudor my norrowjt alone Mlicit Lnve j carncil hy trade, 
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but I Lave no ilcsire Ui cclifib ibc fruits ol ray life’s labour, 
t can OP more ttiink of i^lisLiiij] the sweet Ivetel tUal gmws 
by the bank of iLo Kurmai. VVho wU!, iifter the day’s 
work, tuoli nl me with a smile which has hitherto liuotbed 
all my [jam? These two conches which nre highly prized 
by me, rciuinding moof your aivccl fompEiny, will remain 
now for over vacant. It seems that my *tba have broketi 
and ray heart has ceased to l>eai/' 

Azim luuiGnted in this way for a long time and his eyes 
bct’aJiie awullet) with tears. His friends and relatione 
tried to console hira anyitig, ” Life and death are in the 
nds of (jod, anij one who lives in this world must be 
prepared for both uval imd woe," 

(imdiiully, lier breath etjased and she IjeCDine n lifeless 
corpse. They made her tic on the Iwl with her fane to¬ 
ward the west and recitod lioly texts after having wushed 
her face with water. They bathnl the body in Init water 
and sprinktiid on ii roac water and attor. They iKsrfumcd 
a new auH with csraphur and made her wear it Next 
did they cover her with a hodii'C and her taco with ii veil. 
Then the Ios<t prayers went said and ihcy curnijd lier im a 
litter to a raaidan nut far off, I'Jie neighhuitrs, rpla- 
lions and tricuds were nit pre^at and she was huried in 
due form. {LI. t-60.) 


(1*2) Stuafou KxfKftiKriCfc. 

The night was deep, ft seemed i.hat the pervading 
darkness wu» s;)eaktiig through the iMitiml of the li«et1e. 
The iiotorious rogue, the stealer okofRns, suddenly apficnrecl 
ut the tiiaidan. Krme wns Uiere with him. Kr had a 
Hiiiam and n apnde in his liandK tn dig the grave. He had 
reedved sound besLing tike other dny and ihi? psin of Uis 
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chest htid not yet ahatw!. Yol so gr^at was bis attach¬ 
ment fur the girl tbai he appnred tlieK- with uii evil 
motive. Wlieti the grave wan dug, he ivns surprised to 
ficc the dead woman nil fresh, sleeping like a fnjn’. He 
9tood and gaW at her for i-niie lime and then out of iiis 
old habit he caught bnld of tliu lujdioe Eind putted her Hoih. 
h wag (jiiite an asl of Proviilrtice, niysterhuia .ind m^^cpli- 
cahle the dead bi>d}' mnveti nit on a auddeii niid showed 
Mgris of life. He in a relentlcaa spirit diaggeil her hv her 
doth Imt *uddrnly he was seized with |ix;k-inw. Like a 
lee hovering over u dover, still aitnicted hy the tvoimm, 
he began to walk round atuJ round, losing all [wwer of 
speech ; ntid blood cume out from hia mimth in iineeaaiDg 
Ktreama. He then lost Ijip couaciousnm and fell rolling on 
the ground. A stupor seized liie IxkIv ami his eyes clotsed os 
if the visinn of deaili before him. fie fust all sense 

of pLvfiieal [win and remained inert for a time. In this 
strange sleep the dacoit dreamed a strange dream. It 
appeared lo him thst Ayerabihi left her grove and cams 
near Liui, She waved her hand hy way of blessing and 
said, t.ih Monshoof. ihiuk uf tlir life tlmt incoming; 
the pain of your heart will bo removed. From lo-day 
leave your wicked profession, say your ueuni proyers to 
God. the fiomur, and observe fast and vigil as our rdigioii 
bids ijts do,** 

la his dream, be imconBciniisly clasped his liMids jmd 
mildly said, *' How cart 1 make provision for luvself and 
my family, if J do not frtlluw the avocation by which I 
have been earning my living all my life? [f j die without 
food, who will arty the Naiiirtj? What inher proftsssiori 
tan I adopt leaving the ime in which J imwtndcy'* 
.\ycri* seemed to in reply. "Une duy yon will W put 
to great iroitble and iLcn ynu will jxirceinj the troth 
.if wlnil t have BJiid Otm will rqumtimcc oome to 
>wv mmd, he sure. Yon riuiy go on with your wicked 
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treile, I do not request you to give it up, Bnt pramise 

tu toe ttiAt you will hov ibe five times a day 

wiiljout fail. No ono is yours iii tlie vrorltl. This 

world is untrue, people ftry uinJ of ter trinkets hot tlio only 
thiu^ that is true is eored for by iiuue, Wjtli tlio burdou 
ol the evil of n iifelimt on yonr head you will have to 

walk your way ii> llr<]L If It is iinpoesiblc for you to 
leave your wirked iiroti.t.ViOTr, you muni say your oatFm? 
fivo limco a diiy,” 

Kvni in ii[^ alee}! he uoddel liis head in n^wnl nitd fuiid, 
" T pmmiBe to you, nnlde Indy, that five times o day T will 
sny my rieuiar wUliHut Ayerabjlii disopi^icuritd 

after this attrl | !)r Thcoif Itiy iiuivtttxrUMiB no tile- 
ground. fl.iL t-dfi.) 


(ia> RFFOOMATtt'S, 

The falcon made its ^nm sound. Mouehoor ctune baeb 
to bis ^etiRts, tit thit apju'osrli of tile dnwri. Klowiy did 
Ills dreaiii eonie to his rccoJIc^iioii, and looking nour him Iti* 
flaw the dead Imdy of Ayernliibi lying opt!ii on the grave. 
He ru«e up vvitli haste niid said iht nttnwf due in the 
jjiortiing. Thai Ut** brat net of the day, Tlten In- 
covi'j'cit the grave with t’jirih and slowly reiiiroiMl to his 
hoLitie. 

He Wamc oltogctlicr a changed moii. He Bcnrtely 
H{ioke oitfl rcmniird always plunged in dee|t ihuught. 
Sitenlly did tlic dainii gu tn the riDiglittourUTg Mnsjid 
and biiy the tifHiiirr hve Uim"* every day. Men id his 
piirty Clime to liitti every tuiw iiiul then hut could not 
divine the niUhc of iJiia rliaugo. tikune siiiit, lua laitit 

illness, lie liiis lost lih Mvt(aMivdtiit*a.v ol Rpirit,*' AtudlrtT 
remarked. “ Nm I ha I. I’nim the day Iw was lieiiteji. In? 
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han b 9 t bis schsm!'*/* TJjey tliscusacd tbi* iiialief amongst 
iiwmBOivcfl hut noni; U'aa eaiisfied with any of tb&so 
$urtnieo(i. One day (Ley aiinrwafliwi liim and said, " Tiisteii 
to ufl, OIj tnflsmr. we are vprginj; on stnrvatiDii owing to 
your pi'ai’ltrally giving np llw profesainn. You have w 
long provided for ut* nnth tiic eate of A fatliLT. Now, we 
are ruiiUy rc4tiu'(n1 Up aorj pligbu/* MonsliiKtr uaiJ, “ My 
friends, be ready. To*iijglu we iinict star* uii our usual 
mission of Jiiciiiiy.'' 

li> ibe nigbt tlioy criivacd the p'onal of the Ivnineiia uihJ 
iipprojtciivd tile moiitlx ol llii? Cifaiibeh, *rbey saw a rich 
mansion usd nwiulvdd to try thdr liirk by entering that 
hoiitw. tt watx a ingtil of the waning moon ; impetietrahle 
dArklH^att perviich^l all sidesi. They avoided the front gate 
ttinl ftp|)r(jaohod by tli* back-door. For a time tliey appJiod 
tbeir to tiin wiill in order to Lear if llw inuudei! of 
the bouse were still awoke. Then‘ was, liowever, no sound 
and it was rertain tbol everyone liiere was enjoying sound 
sleep. The rfibijera put their heads tugetlier for devising 
meon^ tcp get into ilie bouse. Some of them remained 
eoneonleil near the outer gate and others iiiaiie a hole into 
the bouse !}y n Kimnti. The leader Monsbnor alone enjtei^xl 
till' house, 

I'he nmster of the iiomte and his heuiitiful wife lay 
asleep on u rich imiucL, over which a etriptffj liurlnin was 
gently fluttering in the wind. Near their heeds tliere lay a 
big iton safe. The nihlier-chief struck il with bis band 
now and Ibett, Tlie mailer and Jiin wife were sleeping 
srmndly and the otnmd did not seem to distoKi thimi. Now 
did tbe reiblitr bring ou! some keys from jiin bundle mid 
with llie help of oru' ofieijiwl the safe. He (onml tliere beape 
of gold, vabiablo ornaments.—eight sorts of tlietn—nnd si.iiuie 
shavvlA. He slowly brought oiil liie rtc;)i eouteiits of the 
«ife iind arranging tiittn in pmper order lay meditating 
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for a while. At this nioiuent the falcon %'itli Its scream 
iniUcated the itawn. Ail i» hejita did Monsboor rise iip 
iind 5fiw through Uie wiadow thut there ^v:v3 no star in the 
sikVf but the uostera hori^ott diapluyed a faint purple cnioiir. 
The )>iri1 Kun^ul iras sonnHingt from u tree near by, iia lay 
of the morning. The voice of the Molhia praying together 
wiiit heard from the Maajid of the villitge. Losing all sense 
of his environtnctit ^luldcnly did Monahwr cry out, “ La 
Kliiha ilirtllfiha," joining hia voice from that distance with 
that of the Mollas. 

It seemed that the r»[il>er hud pracitcnlty fo^t ail thought 
litoiit hia situation. Lie said his niorniiig rtutnuz owing to 
.» habit that bad uuw groun iinhs pen sable with him. 
Men of his party licanl Ids voice and lied auay »n ali 
haste. Then loiully Hid Mnnshoor sa}, ”,lfhh ho Akhar/* 
Hia voice rotused the mnater of the hoitw frrjm 4 leep and 
he was surprised tu see the strange spectacle, Monslioor 
bad in the nicnntiftic dutshi.>d hia ndirtiu nnd the lord ot 
*he house m strange hewiltWnietil came near him qnd 

fell prostrate at Ins fret, saving, " Who are you, sniirt ? 
Tell me ,iml save nic from my lATplesily," MoiMthoor's 
Voice Hid not trendde wtien ba said, '* to this world 
mme is the wicked pmlcsaion of n dacoit. I earn 
iny livirrg by theft ami dacotty. I have entered your 

home by a liole made by my Khniiti in nrikr to commit 
robliery," 

The lord of the house viid, '* It is atl fnlae. You cannot 
it. I pray to you to take rno into the lUl of your 
disciples arid f ahall be a aUvent yonr feet.** 

The tuaatcr of the house alter this short speech made a 
po'sent of itie gre.it riclies tu Muti-^liour. Mon^^hoor brought 
wealth to his hrnne nml distribttlcd it nmungsl hia 

’^bburs. Tliocii wiili the hag whidi j> I-'jikir carries on hia 

’’h'luldcm, he untercii a dct'p jiinglr 
7 
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Muny a montb, many n yeari pnsatd awl iH'IXidv heard 
a^aii) of this nolorious cofUti'Slcalcr. Ai bug interval 
tbe\ fiaw n Fakir loudly otbring Lis prayvn* to Oral aitd 
disappcnrinp in a strange mrimier, Sinma ?aid ihnt they 
aaw him in the great rauJilnn paying hts salutes to the 
grove of AyerahiU. tLI. 1-7-1,) 
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Bhelua 

PflEFACK TO BeEI-L’A, 

Iti the nCfonil volume of Kaiitcm Bt^ngal wi. 

Jiiivfl indutle<t 3 hutlail o! Phdnft ivhkbf I jAv Uere, 

Vi uJm^eiUor dtfft'rciK Itoju tlm biillod of the iinie mime 
,<ilrig to It« (iubltfheil m\f, Biteliui U the iiumt* of n heroitir 
•tl more than ime tala njid diti ituthiiiru^ of nama alioviy not 
utifguuil iMir rca>lers. TUe iirv'ioiii ImUjuI Ii.is iiotJiiii^ lit 
oimmuu ivith thoao pjevalejit in the Eastern pan of 
^fyrlli!ndno jn tSyllmt ol oUk'U tlie liemine Blu-liui 
to lie n lt‘j;eoJai‘}‘ rather tlom an Liatork'nt figure. 
1'lit‘fe bnlltiiL; slmw ns siraiigf ett^toma and luiinnet!* m 
I it h the rule*) lit id cam that govern Hiiiitu homes are 
iii-ire ulU’u hnttoiirecl lii lut'ach than la oWrvami* and 
•viinuui an' (oiiiid ituliilgitig in a -ipirtt id btitude, on which 
die tntlua»ii (j of ihg I'ibiJtii'Uurtttao, ihg Koch and other 
hill-'nhcs jsf elugrlj marked. I Juivc dktuiiieii thirsc jxdiiU 
HI m_v yfeJ.tce to the halldd ul Hheliia puhlkhed in the 
‘Timd volume ami I iieeil not dwell un them agalu. 

The ballad oI nttehm |jiibUshi<fl here Las a distinctly 
hi'Sorival origin. Wc [lavciilhigcthcf gut four vemoas ol 
i-. three of It liich ,u\'printed. Tlie first version waa jnilv* 
by t{;iT(>u|iitla, which I munuoneil in. my 

ill I^Dli, Thia (metti is .i bulky volurac 
Hid till* ,iiithi?r in his oagerttcia to di 3 |il.iy hia little Icanntig 
uiiirred the aimjilieity of the ortgiiiiili tind given via a 
ivl.rul tain I'oriaiating i>f ■'iromc clettuuitv til the Indigenous 
'^llad, drstoricd by village pcdoulry ami vulgarkin ivhicli, 
Hnoften, pjma for wit in the eyes al tbo riistica, >V 
^ fc flatr jn the printisl editinus til these liulLids the 
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truth (.if tLt‘ dnyiug, ‘'n little is n dangerous 

Uf'jtt'nrs ujoro forciMv. \Ai- dismts^ ilit ixiem of HaTnidulla 
wilb ihjf obiim itiioii. 

The oeM iLiIp lolil hy Mmifbi JWjt/cmnlj was jniblUljtd 
aMLt IJaitmliK IVv-sv. CUurtlinrtit, about the year 

ly2ti. ir liai nlit'inptcd 10 jiroserve tijt* of iLc 

ongiiiiil Inili.ul, tbuugli in mi aUriil^'ni form, But tilicreTcr 
tbe jFfdaoi (oudjes (i rustic soog, his affec¬ 

ts I inq^ s.[ul vtilgmities are sure to k tu tvideuce r and 
llmugli in ilijf. tlion pi'cn siiclt ilcfecis nrt luiieh less than 
elfieviliflue, Miiriiilu Mijaxxeuinli ii nut altogether free froui 
tile cbarnctcmtu-hlpriii&he& of a bjJbd-pubhsher. I vi ill 
(WnW one of lJi^ citu-iupt^ at hiimaiir The yoiiiig bi-ro 
going to take bwvt ol his wife \iLo doc? not 'ivkh to be 
k'fi licIjMitl. WIik'Ii in u soiucnliat Efiui inood, couiem- 
pJntirig iliL* ih'|ianiire of Ijvr hn^tpaiirl, slit does no; cflrrv out 
his order to bring n Inth’ fire far smoking, her itinducr irri- 
laies! biiji and bi- Jicr sttcli a biuvi m'itli the pifM? of his 
hnhbte-hvibblc titat she fulh senseless on the gnmnd. 
Taking advanthge of ln‘i uiuvnscioiisneip?, he leaves her and 
goes, on a voydge. Thesr authors every now iind tht^a 
introiUKP cpi^iKlec qj this nature for displaying their 
humour. il IS riinou'that Biicb mcuugniitiea and [icner- 
sion of ivU ar*' tfildotn Foiirid in llii* bcUei- tiass of the rural 
hnltiulr. The iiulettered [Hiasams use u far greater art in 
Iiatirllmg tin p.ijitiL of tb«h nJiirativf ihun the^n- writer>> 
ivitb.i Miiatliriug of the Bengali nlj biibti. 

The third vtreitm writ ten by one MiiUiiil Ahiucd, an 
jrilinliitnrit of Xay n»ara, P O (injrn, in Chiitafroiig was 
pnHii^liPil ai the ,Vofff:fif(h Vunfiu. it puffed ihrougb a 
sixth editioti nbniiMlie tear Ut'ii Ii is shorter than the 
IKK-m of MNii^bi Moa/reujali and kis iIm- rharncierism- 
deleeu of ifie priiiuij rec«iiston> of ,tn old hflllnd, 

Btii the iHieiu of Bheluji yvUkh is ptitili5.}jed heiv h ii 
goiiiiine old hafbd, nikm down by Balm A-sutosb 
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t’hoiitlhiiry ivlit'n i;«eitod by -triiiif nkl iiitiv$ti«h It jkw*- 
thp simple »f 1 rural lu'd hiis Uvuic of iho^ 

inc<>ngriiittf-5 moi'keJ itt tin* prini^d ver-ioiit. lift rleijcrip 
lioca are (hih ic nnd it'? ^nuitu drJ ttihtu'. !l is besides 
ib^oliLiuty Irce Ironi :iM iiMeiijiiit lUJiter. Tlie p;itlio4 
t-roalMl l»y tbe ;)c<'oiint Ilf rbe love-Liru youth, playing on 
hk charmed viotin.'ivhich out I lie tiuiuo of hk Jady-^ 
love oKen as he itppik-i the Imtv to )!• striii;;. proiluces o 
lady happy elfeet by it~s lytteal itjipea I. AiJ that is 
true Httd licaiitiful io loie Itevoiiujs vivid in the sketeh of 
the Fakir with the violin in lii'i hand und Lears in bia eyes. 
Madness, fast, viyil and 'vanderiiigs due 10 a most rotuiintic 
rorm of love have Iveeii tuaile reniitrkably rtTvetive towards 
ilw end of the poem. Wars, vnyajici on itoftiiy seas, 
of the wily, aduiinidtrulioii uf the {vazi and 
(he anarchical L-riiiies of ttioie day^ jtre so vividly 
brjnglit out in this nan iiioti ihut the hical hUtCHfiaik 
uijihin^jto find nutennl for wriiinx the sort,il narrative of 
III' prnviiice nonld liiid ntnple in,liter from ik-sc sketrhea. 
Ilvre the p[>i 2 t'^ joiisi’e of humour is jioi it all bfmited ns 
■ve fiiifl II to be rJie i use ui pKntvd ii.r^ioiH, When the 
11.udservant is- ismmii’mined to -ev fhiii the young 

ni' rch.int's lirijjert ire <>it off, she rientes a etiniio siluti- 
:ivn by Wr Uuiuoidiii icikjt’t ih.il ttie nmtx'hntii has got no 
.iiiA'i’t in hi^ IiqohU tCaiitn \ T, I, Tlio descriptuoi 

'f ihe oil] Kitzi nml his lutl for the fair wx is another 
iii^iitncc of the poet’e pew^r to ('mate a scene of luuuuiir 
‘''wo XVit, It UJn In a pevijnnf ui' miiiiirkalile beauty 
d'-vs nhehta crave her hunband to 'tny at home assuring 
hifa that slie would sell her tiiijn, mpffni-Jtn Unr^ hanuU, 
htirlfua, Siieiif dfiitu, aurritigit .iiid vitliiT orniiinetiis in orilcr 
U* ,ible to live jn eofaforl with him iCiinto IX. II. 
n>. We iK'tii not doubt the siiuefity of these women, 
iihia ,j|;icttcjilly did wlmt nbeluil showed faersidf willing 
In ^^ol. t, Ft. Tl. p, 75). riiu love of a Beirgnli wife is 
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iilv a^s ill 1‘TjHpQa;.- in tJjt'ftc hoHads ainl ihp charm jmd 

tlie mdita-invUl ihai the Bengali hiii»ban(I Ijfis contstnnilv 
to face, making liTm a Jioiue-slat inn jndh'jrlvial, AimitH;r 
poetical Bt-ene whidi recalls a W^uiifuJ pr.:^agc in the 
hallnriof Smiff O’ol. if. Bi, M, p. lo;, ciipturts our lancv 
by the rej»Iy given hy BLelua mihc rrpori of death of her 

hiUfUnil. Shi- nncls her bead to express Jier diebelief and 

’’Had anrevif Udallen my It-rd, this wjcki-d man 
says, 1 be r«] fiigo of Lteir uii mj Ion-hen ,1 would havegrowi, 
pale, my heart by it^ secret ln-atings would liave conveyed 
to me tb,: repiifl 1,f-forc any Jtirorniaiion reached me from 
oniside, Mv eyes would Iinvc fell a iteujor imUcating 
the evil- tOamo i->. ij, 73^. The Ullad ts void 
of all superfluity and is told m out bryath, cansitig no 
tTc:,risornetiess Of luojirjTony. KbcJ, presents us will} 
some skt'lcl, or utber of an alJ-nhwrbmg interest, not only 
dealing with rtdevam loi icfl m regard to tiir mcidentv 
or charflfier- de^ni^d. bi,t mimw-Iiing conicmj«ir«rv 
history Hiifl ^firia] txmdifion fn tbi? ballud niotte m 
find the herii ri^utit lu ,v gr*..,, « pn^totnence «s ihr 
heroine; nay, hr wim. our Joving regard oven mure thnn 
the htiwino by his extruofilinnry vinnt-5. I sbalj Imre 
refer 10 one jwiiit ilnn strikes me in fcg.ird 10 the course 
he took 00 bcarine that bis wife wa. dend He due tbe 
gravt- aiirl ffmnd it enmainini ihu ciircnse of a blaeMoc, 
htiowing this in Ik- r> foni play on the |,*irt of his si*iter 
dem w,th the knowledge of his parents, he aUstatru-d from 
lakitig any step by wa;‘ of rclnliatioii, but left home «s an 
ascetic ]0 grief. In western homiMi such acts of forLiear* 
ance could not have U-eti expet ted. The wrong inflicted 
hy elivts ntid those who nre near end deitr to «s is .nffered 
m Bilcnce iii Hindu «nd Moslem brmic. m this country 
undtu the chflsieninc influence o! the joim-famiJv eveiem. 
The ypnth \mir Im-cd his wife with nil the might of bil 
Boul bill he iliii-s nul iJeM-t^e the censure whieli his aister 
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on liim, of being a henpecked husband. His TOrdu, 
** My blind tuembles as I lift to my iip« the fi>oii not 
earned by me/* and lus resolve to live l>y lus o«i> eornings 
show that in npite of hia tender feolinga, lie waa full of 
maft fiiline strength of ohoraeter, and >vh&n (Canto XVI, 
II. 'I5HIG) his wife asked him to fly awny with her from 
the clutches of the wickcil Bhola, t lie same man tin ess of 
his character made him give the reply. *' No, wife, I am 
not lliK son of a thief.'' All this clearly allows ti tower¬ 
ing character os great in the dignity of manhood ns in 
the inherent einotioniil fclidtios uf nature on which love 
utampcd ita own eweet mid abiding seal. 

Thie tale with all ib pueticsil escelkncc is baeed on 
au historical event. We find traces of the historical 
side of the Iwillad from a hook written in IVaiaa uamed 
TeriJt/a‘-/Jiiim'di hy Hamidulla Khan. The incidents of 
the Ink are aaid to have taken place during the reljgin of 
Nasnit iHlinh.son of Hoasa in Shall (aistecnlh ccnluryh In tlie 
Persian treat!iw we find Hip main facts of the story written 
in an abridged form. The ‘Char SiMh^ar’ (the lhk£ 
Bhohi who took nwav Bhcliin> is pmniinentiy mentioned 
in the IVmHi.i-ffamfdi nml Uw war between Amir and the 
ahdiK'tor of hta wife at the port of KtftfiiHj b fully deacrilied 
in It. I tliink the account given lu this Persian work is 
antUlcd to credit. Babu ?»roach an dm Clmiidhnry liaa 
aW written ionie uotea on the history of this hillad. 
According to him, the events hapiJcned in tliv reign of 
Nasrat Shah, He, however, gives the name of 
Adaichand to the merchant called Msnik Sadagtir 

ill thU haliad. He also refers to llie fact of a large poinl 
known as B/ifhiar Diy/ii being excavated by Khola under 
compulBion as a pimisbnient for his alwiucting the girl. 
There U fimdamontally very little difference in tlie 
history of the tale traced from all ibcae difTcrent 
aoufoes. But Puma Babu stmina his imagination too far 
B 
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m kiB attempt to ideolifj A»hkhan,t {a nump he get fmra 
aome source miktiuwn to m witli Chand, tfjc redogblalh* 
merdiajit at Ujani. .vbo ia. after all, a !e(*e«d«rv cliaracUir. 
Pursulug his {&my tv ak]) still further, lie cuosid.ra BLelun 
to l« Qorie other thaa the mythical heroine nohitlA. This 
le^hlienab : for, while iwsijfmiig the evoms to the reign 
of Shall (IGth century), be brings a tnyilKjlogk-aJ 

and prc-htstorio tale to hear uibip the Uipifni of an' liistorical 

pcrjDti^ 

Tlu! historical m>4vot iIk- ballad ii dearly proied by 
the gMgrophicjil iRference* in U which show that tho 
nieidetiH of the tale arc ronfined m u particular locality in 
theclietnctof Ghiiugong. All Hie WJlada give the same 
refRren.cs m regard to the dwdtiug pbecs and where- 
ftwuts of the chief clinr.ictcrij. 

The poit of SallatJiir-Hip homo of ,\mjr, the merchant 
priiici--jFti(| ilounslii-a in the smalt Llond ot MoliiahkhaJi, 
At erne time this port was in tlie hands of the Portufieuae 
whose power decayed tvUh the rise ol supremacy 

N» tlmt place in ihc sL'twciiih oeiituiy. The homo of 
BhejtJ.i s parents. Tdcn^aimt iv now known as Tdya Dwip 
llattindH Qt the junction oi the hmibliri mid the Bay within 
the Pchco statioi. of Attwara. Bhob, the merchant 
hved in the town of Mrttom which b not far fmm the 
town of Lhmagong. -rhare the tuNiork ,wnd known as the 
Bailor Diff I, SUIJ ac :i eymM of immUinted pride 
mid rightly descrv^l p.uOBhmciit inlhctcd mi the miaercam 

wJiocuidiJ lull fcjnciuui) aniniafa tr» Heep |iv the m 1 rtU- ' 
sound nf violin lived it, «-y*«Ijiagar wiihm Vhe pirisdicboii 
of the Police stminn Hniigunia, a tiiound atiit 
out there as the where uoca li^^.d the famourrill 
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used to hold Uiw rtjiirt, 'Hjp liill) rniigcf of Dehann ineti* 
tioTted in the halSmi stralchcs fnms thn fiiinition of lire 
KarntLpliulli nJoity the southt'i; i> tonAifl of file liny, iind the 
rffMfti with itit head like a spade that it thf 

Diune. ovoiloolw tijc aiitiini of the ftii/Mnrfd/ufli oi it8 
base Iwcnty miles froTit iIk* t'nvn <il Chittiigoui;:. A little 
to the noTth^^flfil of this hill fies the dreadf^ winripoot 
tiBioed /wjfc where tl»e tvtrbulL'al wiiiot« of the 

Samaptiulli move with terriMc tote« ami eonstnoily revolve, 
croiitiog R wild, eirculoiing rush- The rivcfB moDtiotied 
in this hollad anj the fftldrin nr the !i iru^^ithnlH, the 
Sotikha, the Shwiiti or tfic A'm’weti and the /dtAiiniwfi—all 
of them loo well kuovn in ChiU''^oo^ piuro ilisti 

a passing notice. There n nmntinn of a vilhge-stTeniii 
which used to he culled Uie Otiishtr IS U now' 

known as the Tijer pr>rf, 

Tlie whole of the district ef Chillagoog is full of 
historical associations of iti» favourite heruine Blielnii, and 
the gcogruphicol notCK given jilmvt'. laDTerirll) uiltstHii- 
tiutod by every liv1liid-wnk-r, pn^vc iuryontl diothl that 
the poem relates U.i an hislorirnl event over vvJiich the 
drop-scene has nut yet faiten Imi which is cherishi'd in 
loving memory by ihr rtiroi pcopK' of the district down 
to the present day. Populur fnney is, still at work, bring* 
ing out new receiwioiw, giving new furnis to tbo tale and 
the few printed vorsiona nad this one which never saw the 
light before are not the only poi-ms conHeiTnied In the 
holy nnme of Eheltia. 

In tome versions of this pucni not yet |irinit!il there 
is a wild play of iTiiogination wiiirh, i nin giml i<i say. 
does not damage! the simplicity of the prcsciil liollad. 
In one of them, Bholua ia made topas^ iliroitgli ^Ktraurdi- 
nary ordeals for having Iti'cd for some tltno in [he Jioiifu*n 
ufBholathe inerehant and the old Kc7i. BIh‘ i>: tiniflc 
to undergo the fire ordeal, reipiirijig her lie put within 
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eighty umuuda of cuttuii with Uii* sajiU' qiiiaxitity oJ clari- 
fietl 1'uif.L‘r tti iici as cornhiiatifali! <ijid ihun tire u act to it. 
In Otliei^ orJeals by iron an* irUrodiictd, not a wliU Jess 
crtiilfl <ir iiUra-DaturiLl than the rtre onteal. These onleala 
lire not novel features lu the ofii literaiiire of Bengnl. We 
have sticJi ihiiigs in the ntcoiint of the dowager queoa 
Mayiuitttnatj aiiit in ihoye nif Kliiillinja ami Behula. There 
la a ehtits ul Imliaik u-|iiclj deals wuh the supcriiaturDl 
higemls 1)1 Tuntrik nml e*iutcnc pintlitea. Tlio ^Ifni/nrintunh' 
song ts the typieal baJlnd of Hi.n but the less iimbi- 

lioiii* }H-iWiiJtB iwi* aJwnysahnlefl by thefesuJt of their own 
observntions of imiuiv. uiitl llir l-aliaiU of their ef.mp.>fliiioi, 

nrc' Uw geiiin of purest rny scTentf in the nirel literature 
of Ijeiignl. 

N*ow I atii going to give n short history as to how this 
hallml WHw colleeied by Kahu A^utoRli Choudhury of 
Chittagong. 


Owing to tho lialind being imbltsliDd in a distorted ami 
jibritl^d fern, by Munsht Jfozzemali of Tipperah nml 
ftliJiiabj Mnkbtii of OhitUgong. the older and the more 
geiuiiiie versiufi in the indigenona dialeet which the tin- 
lettered fjeasiiiury of Chittogong timl adjiu^m localities used 
to *(ifig m bygom? times \m grown warce, minsttelfl 
hodtogit by far an oaay (sale to commit tc memory from 
the printixl versions whicJi are availahle everywhere But 
Asi, Babn. whose :scat in the pursuit ofhadads is an- 
^Jiggtug, could lint for obvious reasoiia l>e aatbfiod with 
thm-i,rmted ballads. '• M.ny a he writes to „.e, 

II Ti F-nrf Bbctuur Dighi 

IJie I iiJiiirtah SUtlmn on the A. U, Ry., its cryataJ waters 

proving-ui irresistible insevnm ton te mv ejea. Men and 

wotiicn lyho earn,- to fetch wafer from it told strange storim. 
al)Out Bhidiin and the whole Wily m lull of romantio 
1 m JttimiH a Hint thi. ill-fmej pair Facta are often found 
iiiiMid with finrry m these traditions bnt ihev aJ| attest to 
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Ihc Ailnuriiig Ictw ur U>e pcajilc for Bliplun wliich 16 d€op* 
rooted in iheir iiiinrl. Aii old Molm tinned tin inld tiie, 

' Even now, dear sir, 1 can swear In >011^ peoide wirae- 
tiuies !iee in Itie deptii of iiighi a j^olden iKint iippeariug 
froai tlie pond with Aoiit mid flhelno ^nted on jl etn* 
braeiug ufliJli oilinr.* '* A^u Babu got frujiiuenU of tbe 
origitiat ballad from -febnl Hosscin of tlu? villnge Bagiiaii 
(l\ S* Umijan) and froiii Isunul of SatiiViiirglint. But these 
were sc nieagie that no coniiecled slurv emtid Ik.* made nut 
from tiisffl. *' But,’ wrii 0 !« tins jndefnDgable btitlud- 
buiiter, i Inpfwned to lent 11 tliat I be whole ballad in it< 
original form is known to iin old ntitmrfi of fhe village 
Poiuhrn fl’. S. Bnngiuna). i iimui.’iliiiteJy atniied for 

Pombrn rmd met fhis ttld nirtn who eeemei! lo me to he n 
reniArkalile p«rr«on. Ffn ts sevonly years o)il and liis mutne 
is Omar* He \i. getierally cnllifil ttmar Vtiidya «r nnwr 
the physician. He is a dentist of flu: old aclioo! niid 
eonta bis living by (jiuiekery. Abiinliitoly without nriy 
knowledge of letters, hie uieraory at thia old age ia a 
wonderfully striking Llniig. Abuiy bnlinds be wiu repro¬ 
duce from memory from lieginning to the end and he plays 
(HI a violin wIUIr singing them. It is difScufl to say 
whether the vioJin or his voice is the sweeter. He lives 
in a wrotduKl but mid be couJd not give bis cbiliireo and 
wife belter tbingstban glass bmccleis.—«c poor is he, But 
be has pluied the cars of bis violin with nilver. Seated 
ill bia Liut overlooking a hillock revered with rich 
green, bo told mo his life-story w-liich is full of intereatand 
ia flti'ungeiy palbetic. fn hia caJ'Iy years he hn 4 lung hair 
and a girlish grace; lie nacd to dunce and sing in the [iiirty 
of some fumoua minstrel who sung the country ballads, 
Hia leadiMr in iniiifie, tnte Eusin All, npted to take Jiim tn 
the Inba wliere the dancing boy cnpiyed much favour with 
the Olinkmns. the Kiikie and other bill tribcii. " On the 
I'Sth of Octolier^ Bf 2 H, I mndc him sing (he ballud 
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yf BJjelun whidi be diil frtiui a p.u. jo 12 a.m. of tlits next 
day iiices^&ntiiJ^v, Ocvnsintinlly JiJ^ voice rose hi|[ber tluiu 
tbf sound of bis violtn nud ihe potbos erenied no great 
tlut i could noi restrain my teiirn m Tliis ballad of 

Bbelua may ve/iiy k cdled u gift trom the ffmniniti of 
tears tiiat Omar had mode lo flow. When be sang—’ the 
Fakir playod on liis Twlln ,t„d played be abed in* 

ccasimt tears ovcrfloiring bis direb' (Canto XV || 

iG-: 2 l». ii Kfloied ikt hu liiimdf resembled the here of 
bb tale.” 

This bnIJttd b snug by Mohatumedan women of 
ower dosses os a bridal song anti liebngo to the doss 
knowD in tin- coiimry-.si 4 e as HanhaiH song. The word 
seems to be a corruptioip of the word ^Hbofa imaidenly). 
The life uf disstc women was considered formerly 
an a fit subject for ballads to be siuig durjiig nmrringe 
ceremonies. 

I bavf ulreitdy said Uml many vereiona of this tale 
w^re current in Ibe country a few years ago. Sir George 
Grierson quotes u paasage u« a spcejim n «f iln- Xoalfbali 
dialect in bia linguistie survey d India, wlndi is evidently 
taken from one of the viTsions of ibe ballad of Bhetun. T 
quote it below ;— 

mil ^ 

in^TO? ^fira 

cwwt C?^ ^rpt ^•T’tPtnr iFTtr 1 
?c*re ^ Etfirifcjo PT 5 tan 

fllliliw I 

J!T5 orlVsnn ^ ,^i 

crT’fca <1^ ^ , 

wtfiw innrtJsT m 

^n’TiiCa ^ wf^ar ( 

c»rtuTfl Ti«Tf,»c? Jifim n^.i 
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ftllTSRJ nfin Stf^ en I 

c»f^ ^ Ttcy 5W I 

ftcsrs enftnr r^sh ” 

The lingijlsiii: putiiilintiiiefl of the tilalcci or Noukliati 
mul Chlltaguiiu piiiwMii rimn}' iiiterestmg furmn, Tlie 
luttet* * * iiftefi tAkefi torm uf ‘ ? * in Euat J^engat 

diiilnctfl- Bill lIu' ooutrur}' of il b ^eofceljf aetn, Uexe, 
however. In ' c*Bnp1 * we lini} nitiuir a ruir Inatsnee nl 
it. Tile (iroriiHe na? iif ‘ ^ ' for * * oinl * 5 ^ for ' & * is 

lu eviclotfi'u 111 till'' '^ii.iiill jMiisiige a» wfill hs in the 1 hhT>' uf 
the text. 
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I 

TUu port III Stiilnpnr n town, tin U« 

West iH to bo liojird tlk< ifoiif (i| tlie seu. Qu the 
«but^? lie aiirbtijrt'tl !ilii|iK niiil iHiJita of vimauw tkises )iiiil 
unit [Itc sstilore »n({ boniLuen nre frequent I v betird lo 
^nmil tlidr liom in thv Hittidmlii nf mtwi are buny 

th(i re—soiling vaHoti'^ nfunlbi in their Bhoji.* ^i] bond reds of 
purcluifiers cfoivd tlii'n- fur ^hopiamg, Iltutdrede of men 
niv: ^en walking in Uit- matit fondit, biisv ivitb their own 
occupation, not rJirnig Jt iut for otberii. The couoiry 
Utiitn nre intiuiitei'ulile. Front fnreigii purti* are jiourtng itir 
continiinniily* sbipts laden with tutrgo. They rui^b over tbi! 
sea with great uprour, uttd tvitU llmir aaila itiifurlial in Ibe 

The port belongs to a iiitTcbaui Maiiik by uttme. Hia 
Emuae the alaide ot F<trliiiie, atmiiiiding In rlcEtea. On 
the bank of u rivor iiinUits bti» tiejiiitifiil roat-buuee, where 
tJiu tnortbnnl frviptenUy iiiettiU Em time enjoying the 
pleasiuit riTcr-brijezo. The luinae EsnitcK with the light of 

vhundoliora aud disfHilUng ifn* durkness oE nlgtit. 

I'he merebant «*njoy> liuiiTed pm|)erttetit ninmally fetching 
liiju many 1n(» of ru|)cea nitd many mure are ciirncd by hie 
i1nnri»1iiiig tfaile. Ue liati a large retitnic of Mjldiem and 
troop H revtiitnoH^olEwlors and olfiCorB. J^akirn and 

ixiui' nitin are ilalK linl iniuptiitiualy nt bi^ licniNe und 
vifiiturii high and low daily call nu fniii to piiy ilieir 
rrsiitcta. 

(11 
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Manik lus ^ uon resplend^nl ns tti>e mortn, His niune 
is Amir. An diEipositioti iu^ has mid n libernl and 

liiicbre mind, Skillrfi iii fourtt^ti aru is Iil*, nnil a rnrs 
practical knowledge of wnridlj nlTitirs lie juifHvsses, He 
has liioroughly mnsterCil the Quamn mul other 'Simid scrip¬ 
tures, Mnnik waa right gUd to have micii n sou whose 
reputation Ixad spread ior and near. With his wlfq, stin, 
rtitutuiis ami depcndviitSf the mifrehaiit wits having a 
happy time of it for many years. (Ll.''i>2d.) 

ll. lllTiTOO IvStrCBSlOS. 

April come and with it the geutle soiitlieTn hreene, 
Amir expressed a dealre to go rtbrojd fur hunting. He 
went to Ilia mother and said, *’ To-morrow f miaet go for 
hunting in ilie muruing- I wnnt the ship ' Kiiladlmr.* 
Captain (toural Dliar ta hi iicconipiiti) mi'. ?oij shouU 
ktiidiy secure mo, dear mol her, the ennaent of nay father/' 

.VfntllfliT 

” April t* not safe for a jourtiey hy sca, itty child. Thw 
munih I eunnol aJhiw you to gu by tJio ruijgh 9ca. Yon 
are iiiy only Hon, the only lamp uf this kiuac, priiit'*! 

ihu Idack psim in a lady's eyes ami dear os a rih of my 
lircbst nri thau, my darling.'' 


A Hiir, 

** Tiy niy life, yon rmisl give mi [icrmjffiiioiJ. The linu; 
U tlKirt, Make yotiraclf firm. My hUafriBsa will urjw In* 
to viuit foreign laitdH for timle. I nm ant i fnntrer thtiT I 
slkiidd U' xit imitte plonghuig lonilt •), i-ot -uit ( tlm 

son of a hslmmiflt* ih.ii niy «nrk will U,* iidth Ui* ima* iinif 
ft rthiiip roiU hy soiim ui-jii eLiiiiil nr rivigr. I nm n trader Uv 
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birth. A trader has iwi hotac other thao the sea. Be wp, 
niothpr, Go not detain me. I crave your pemtik^ioo 
M'Ubout dnlity." 

When tile molhcr and the son were i fttlting iu iliJfi way, 
MauLk, the uimliant. catm: to Hu* place. He lieimi tlieir 
canverHatidT] and g/ivo speedy urdcrs for gottkig t he sdiips 
ready. 

Tlie aailors and the captain lieeamerciidy, (laurel Dhar 
himself Utok charge* of the tii-lm. Saik of various ookntra 
and pattonis, curtU and ropca, anchors ami bamhoa poles, 
(fuel's) were earned to tbu ehip, I'mviBhm tlmt would last 
for Imlf ii year was aula'll, Arrtiwa, Ijows, guna, gtiiipowder 
and hntleia weretitken Jn abmidanoe. 

I’bfi ' Kalfldliar' ship was mngniJicent ti> look nt. At the 
helm stiHMJ (rniTral l>har hicuiielf, Manih the oh} morchaiit 
carac to see the ship going and gave tlitfse diiectionrt. 

"Steer the ship car full} keepmg cloite to the coast aa 
far a* pjtmibb. [f yon iipprehcnd high winds, atoer tht? 
ship ivilh care, t place my not\t dt'srer In me than life 
itself, in your custody. Captain Gouml E>har.’' The tather 
placed Ids Imndoit the atm's lifitd ntid bifissfd him a hundred 
times. Amir paid his resi^ecU nitd aslaatns to his fatiinr 
and then wont on iHmrd the slUp, ordering the captain to 
start with all siMM-'d. 

The tnimpet stMinded, ami "ply on" w-qs the W'ortl 
heard on all aide*. The awhur was enmed to tlic ship 
and Ihi' suilors cried " IMar." S|T«;dtty did the ship 
march ihrougli tho dt^ep; ihc footbem wind wa* fftTonrable 
and ilu* »uih were all uriforlefl. '1‘bo ship plied l«jr oourw* 
with a siraceful molittn, luid true to tJu* niQBlcr'fl word, the 
oapiatii kept to the coast as Far na possihle. 

4iu(V. 

" Hear me. oh caplntu. We umat go into the mid- 
iitream if only to have a look at it, Do not JUre a coward 
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cviJikiiiiioiiAl}’ rling to tlie coaiit, Do not fntir lorn ibe 
liclm nnd steer tbe ship fitross ihe niid-Bkcam." 


Gaurat Dhar, 

'* Retnemlwr, yoiini; lord, the ciiuiton {;nvoD bj your 
father. I loiiiit take tUe umrsf. tlinl is eafo and 1 know 
my business Tvell,*^ 

llein^ young in years, the merchant atigry at his 
wonb. He himself ran to the balm and turned it towards 
the mldK>ecan. 'I'ha ship went briskly on to the mid-Bca. 
It[sGod‘« will, bFClhrsii. fJiiman agencies ar« of no 
avail. In the mid-sea the slup lost its way. Tho rough 
w'iudft blew, making a rnouning Eoutnl and I he iirew could 
not as(%rtain if they were fnlluwing the current or goitif 
against it. The aaile were about to be root. At. one 
moment the shiii secnied to rtae so higfi over the waves :is 
alm(v(i.t: to touch the sky and at the next it wohl ilow'n anti 
seemed to liescend to tla- very bottom of tlie sea. Tire North 
and the South, the East ami the West were all confused, 
Tlui ship run swiftly over tlie deep, und no one ctmld eny 
what direction it Uiok. U wa« all whirl ami ctitifusioii. 
The captain of the ship waa stunned as il strack by 
Umndcr. Some cried for the help of Alin ft anil nthera 
of Saint Feristhn, Tn the JUimitable deep the ww'es 
aasumed a tmrible shape, Soine of the crew nnd snilorx fell 
flat on their bucks nnd others felt Tomiting tendencies, 
fkiitie trii^ to stand up and nwled und Fell on their sideii or 
backs. The roaring of the Jina made Amir the y<umg toer- 
ohou* tremble m feur. Hu cried out. “ Tf we can reach the 
sburr tliis time, T will jwi) a (.Iwnannd Rujaios tn llu- Dargn 
of IjokJ Kali (.saint). The .^ilors am! kliittaiihirs mijed on 
ineoetaul t'rj of' Badnr.' Rnl the stum helmuimn Oouml 
Dhar was immuTci), lie l«M the helm tinuly und ihinkitig 
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of God and His mercy, atcflred the aMp towards the North. 
The ahi]) Hew like a bird nod after a day the eye^ of atf 
were ijbtEdenud by ilm sight of land. 

A m tf, 

*' My broilier flfournJ Dhar, yon have certainly got angry 
at my rashness. Now I ask you to lay the anchor on the 
eastern nideol the hind tliat in in view. We ehnJl land 
there and go hunting in tile forests, I cannot ace the land, 
it ifi so misty ; but it appears that wc are near aoma hill 
which evidently atioimds tvith bensts of prey." 

Gowruf Dhar, 

Wait, my young lord, wait just for a day. U aeemN to 
me that we am near the hill called Debunga, hut H is certain¬ 
ly nul so uesr as it sewms. It is at a considerable distance 
even now, and wk eJinl] have to walk a bog way. Look at 
the red aim of the evening. It U sinking in the sea, paint¬ 
ing tin' crests of the waves with iUi golden rays." 

{LI. 1-94.) 


in 

They caat anchor there and in the morning landed fo 
hunting. Thu young merclmni went forward and nea 
ctime Gotind Dhar, In front of them Jay a beantifu 
garden of Aowers. (tn the trees sat a [uitnber of pigeons 
No one will, I tua afraid, bdieve me, but still it is a fee 
that one of tin* ptgHina reeilod the hymns of Ktdma and 
tbo sacred icnplutes. Struck with ssloniBhrwmt, Amir 
thought that he muel by some means or otfior secure this 
wonderful pigeon which could recite bopcM from the nacrcd 
Quoran. liui the bird wm v^ry ipiirk anil evaded its 
puraiiiiiB each limf by flying away from place U> nliu^ 
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Gourol Dhiif appUed glue to tRch ol the locality and 
bringing nett from the ship eprcad them over the gard^. 
The young rocrchaiit lay oonocalcd behind o tteCp ■watching 
tlie pursuit. The bird was fatigued and attempted to tty 
away from the place. At this stage Amir aiaied an arrow 
from hia bow and struck the pigeon. 

Kcar the garden in her r 0 «i*hnuae aat Blieluathe beauti¬ 
ful one, and the bird, struck by the arrow and eetzod witli 
terror, ttew on to her breast in ogoniaing pain. 

The girt fomllfwl the bird with care and wept sayiug, 
“’Who in that enemy of mine that tioa Btruck my pet bird." 
She began to beat her breast, crying again and again. Oh, 
my dearHitaui, oh. my pet one, who lias struck you dear?” 
Hearing her Jumcitt, Ijer maids all hasteuod to the spot. 

(LI. 1-26.) 


n’. Who was Beklca ? 

Stw was the only aUler of seven brothers. So Ijeauii- 
ful was she that ehe looked like a nymph of Indra'a heaven. 
If one came to ««* luer closely, sbo appeared like a statue 
inada of gold. One of her many charms Jay in her sidelong 
glances, The stara of her eyes were so lovely that they 
looked like bees tilting on full-bluun lotuses. When she 
smiled, lier face was lit up as though with lienveiily light, 
Her curly hair luuched her very ankles and her handt and 
feet were fine as though made by ii wulptor o chusol. Her 
compluxifin was of tla.- ripe banana fruit and the lace bore 
the glow of mounlight and the purple of her Upe reminded 
oruj of (j«nrfJi«fj. She liad pussed her twelfth year, but 
not yet her thirteenth. She lived in a Jure mandtr house 
Slit apart in her father’s palace fov her. Her fatlicr 
Hanohor was a rich inurchiuil who hail recently died, 
leaving seven sons. The town was called Telanya, Thu 
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of Blx^hra wn<i a iucky wooicut justly priilod 
Jit'rM-lf on lier ecvfijt e<iiii3, all ucicompJuilied amT liftndaoiURj 
niicl also on hor dauglitar wlui was suck a pnrngOD of beauty. 
The rncillier kuld BkdiiA iteartr tkaii life. 

Thu city lit Tclnnya was a small island surrounded on all 
sides by tlie sea. There the so van hruUiera had built 
magnificeui Iwuaes. On the rjoast of the sen they lud 
raised a tower two hundred and forty feet high, 
BbeJuu treivt there every day and spent hours enjoying the 
wu breesHJ. On the west the wares of ibo sea were diuteing 
eternally and BhehiH every day enjoyed the Huperb sight alt 
abne. 

At this moment of life when all was happiness and 
peace, suddenly came Amir the young merchant and 
ktlled her pet hirti. The whole air rang with her 
lamcntationfi. Tears dropjx.'d froni t>er oyes imccSBantly, 
'* Oh, my dear Hirsni, oh my lovely bird, where hast thou 
gone leaving me and wlio is that rogue amougst men that 
has killi^d thee ? May divine wrath overtake him and 
thunderbolt fall on his Jutad,'* iTrie<l she and tlie agonv 
of her heart gave her no rest. 

When tile brothers heard that BhaJua wo? grieving in 
that way, they hastened to tlie tower mid nuked her the 
cause of tier earrows. 


J?Arfua, 

Tins pot pigeon of mine, Hirani, has been shot dead 
by some cruel man, t have not lioen able to find out 
the wicked fellow,'* 

TIa’ flcceu brothers wen- aflame wilh rage. They looked 
tike a mng.iajTie set oti fire. They made iinmedialo enqni* 
ricH anti caoic to learn lliai u tiwreliant from n foreign land 
iiad done the foul deed j 
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V, PtTsaflHMKST, 

TWy ciuut! tio ihe sett-ccMist wtitt saw tiiii slup of Amir 
aiicboreil Uierc, 


The Brothefe. 

“Who are yoti and why have you dared toJullouf 
You sfjCEu to lie a downright thief or rather 
one whose husineae is to steal and rob in the tocalities 
where yow cast anebor and land." 

Goural Dhar, il»e captain of the ship stepped in and 
aaid, 

** Hear me, brethren, Tou need not ejuarreJ over thia 
petty matter. We are pmpnred to give you proper oorapeH' 
satiuii for the pigeon/' 

The Bcven brotlicrs indigmmtly mtorted, " Yon have 
dO wealth with which you can pay for the pigeon/' Amir, 
tilt merchant, came forward and said, '*! cate not n ^traw 
for your threat, vnin feJlowa. The pigeon I liave indeed 
killed. Ho whatever lies in your power/' 

replied the brethem, ** what we can do. 
We will presently arrest you and Mjnd you In our prison/' 

The bretlicm ordered tile ship Hatadhar to lie dragged up 
to the coHat. 

Chotui.—Oh yoursg nwsrchitnt, your Ufo in iR dai^ger. 

l*roiii lUl didos soldfi^rs add armtut cntitn fiKshiug 
wid Ihoy t>onnd ilu^ yotmg EURrctiaiit in chains. 

Id this prison ihoy kept him. putting nn hU hredsl m 
picee of rtone itvoigtiin^r seven miiunclB. He wos in n 
wiry plight ond tl m?ji]od tbfit his rtbs wore nboiit to 
break. The ytsung nzau oried nioud in piifn, aarinir. 
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'* Oh. my father, oh my miitber, where are yoti now ? *' 
His sorrows were great. Tears from the eyes of the 
voiith who hnd never abed tears before* The sight made 
hsbea of the waters, the beasts of tho forest and even 
the inaiutiiftte trees melt into tears. It seetnod that the 
rery stotie on Ids brea'si melt&il in sympathy, Oh my 
fothcr, oh my mother,*’ he cried agaiA and again, ''' had 
you iieeu oiy ottiiditiQiii you would have drowned yoorselves 
In a river, Yon would have turtieji this city of Teleftya 
to n heap id ruins or simk it in the sea.” 

The hmienl of the ruiirdiianl drew tin* notice of Mamu, 
the w'idowed mother of Bhelua. Slu; wag very old and 
with the help id a Blttfr slowly came near the prison and 
began lo listen to Aniit'a lamentations* She beard 
theae words, “OU, where is my father Mnnik, the mercliant 
and where is Sonoi my motber’/ Atiw! you have no 
knowledge of what has happened to your dear wn," 

fn slow steps did the old woman approach ilMt young 
man who oppeored like a, bandsome statue of gold rolling 
on the ground* Stu> look pity on him and asked, 

*' Where is your boiue, young man, and wJio are your 
parente? ” 

diwir. 

"My home is in tlic port of Sballu. My fallwr Manik 
f^ndngar is u wrll-kimwn ojorebarit there. My niotlicr's name 
is Sonni, I cun it* for hu ruing and here arn ) in this 
plight, n# yon sw, wilh dwith staring me in the? face.” 

When she heard thb, the old woman hurst into teafj, 
/Mid fisirl lo her sons, *' Take away tbo stona from my 
darling'^ hrouflt You are alxmt to kill the funi of my ow'ii 
giatcr,” 

The stone weighing seven tnauiida wan reiimvcd and the 
old mntbcT ivent direct to her eistCT’a son and embniCTWl 
him* 
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Sh^ ttaid tif hff sons, liot knowing who he ie, you 
have ihitu [niuiished hito. I have ii sister who w'os luarried 
to n merchant in llie furt ol Sliafla. My jouug ^ister^ 
the conataiiC f^mpanton ol my uhildiiood fflurl dear aa life 
lo tno^ ia Soiiai, iliu iiioiber of this boy, whom you have 
hound in fetters. Sec, dear aoiid, the beautiful colour of 
the lad has grown pale. The W'cighl of the heavy stone luw 
well nigh broken bis riba. Now you must procure him 
good medicated ot) to be nihlicd over hia breast,'* 

They w’flrc /whanied at the words of their mother and 
with claatKtl hands begged portion of their relatiDii. 
Highi gladly they exchanged emhracea with him and 
anlaomcd hiin, calling him their dear cousit). Re was 
acaied on a couch and n rich Imnqiiel wua made ready for 
him. He WBs shown every kind of hospitality. (LL 1-72.) 


VI.—MAURIAOti. 

Chorifa.—Cry "doy and Victory *' now. 

A maid came to Bheluii and gave her the information 
that the merchant wlio had kiilud the pigean VfM arrested, 
iKiimd in fetters and led into |insuii> 

Slic was highly plcaiicd at the newa and said, 
"It is atl right now niid my wish, which must be earned 
out lit once, is that the Uiind tlmt abut my pet bird 
dead should be siiorii of its hngers, You arc to bring 
lliii ringers Itcforc nii‘ so that my grief for the toss 
of Hiram iimy be assiiiigcd to mtuc extent." 

Nowtlai iijother Rix>ke in private to her scvcij sons, ** Von 
are to attend Hirionsly to whiit 1 am going to tell you now. 
The raarringc of Bheliui should lie imuii'diotely arranged, 1 
mid my sister arc Ixiund to tneh otbiT by n vow that if she 
poE n flfjii mill Ittdjiughtcr, they should l>c manied, I am not 
10 
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going to Jiatt-n to any ubieetiun in tlib welter, God bejud 
wlmt we two sitten. procuised in Hia lioly name and tins 
DiUBt be carried out*'' 

Saying tins, siig fooked at her aona wjtLijtg ttugm to 
apeak. The maid-aervam sent by Bbelua overlteard this 
part of the eonveraiiiiun. 

Going to the outer tpotus, she saw the Uandsouio yoiini} 
man, looking glurioua like the »ui>, jjcated on a eourii. Hjj 
was richly attired, wearing on his head a cop worth a 
thousand rupees. He wore a ridi coat, made of the 
preeioua stuJT of Cashnien: {atjowJ), 

He was robed in a fine dhtifi and his ahtwe went rich 
Chimse. Slie waa charmed with the haodfiome appeoriuK® 
oflhe young mercham and thought that Pwi deuce had 
graciously vouchsafed auch a groom to BheJua. They could 
not expect such a one for her even if they apcul lota 


She came to BheJun and said, ''Surefy, it must be a 
Retake of God, He has not given the young merchant any 
finger. So saying, she burnt into a loud laughter. Bhelua 
was slufiefied by tint ooiiduci of the servant am) did not 

i]nd<orBtftuy tii6 lusiuiiiig of [^er remark, 

Tl« «=«» Lrotl,«r. «gai« callrf a„ ih„ j.„u„g 
They eiUfluiDisd him and embraced him atl tenderly. 


The Brolhen. 

•' W. j«„ g™, p,i„ bj. 

)PO^ brigut. Ton must marry our dour oisior filiolua TIloi 
mlj. Iha. ,.o can offer you My motfcro.^ 

S,r,‘7 « |3iomi« (« lU, marrioEo and U.e 

words of ibc two iioton were iieacd by Uio greet Judi/e 
wbo site oreriteed." ' ■"“** 

aodt’l' r" ” “^“kinffover Iboaate 

enJ « loot eooKotod 1. the pro|Xwol, Tlw eoepiei,™ day 
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and Lftur ware fixpd, when wilti due pomik otid cfllal tb£ 
function wns coiebrnteii. 

The Itride and bridegroom gaw miibml consent ijefom 
tbe Kiii^i who rande them recite proper venses from Llifi 
fiflcrcii Rcriptuwsfl. After tbe v'crsca vrere retUed. the bride 
and the hridogroom were sJiown their room. The union 
woA like that of tlu> aim and the moon. Xi.ovtiigl;' they met 
cacli other imd witre bound in sweat embrace, Tiicy spent 
ihcir Lours in bappinasa all the time, "When the marriage 
WA» over, Amir iniide prepjtralions for returning home. 

The wives of the seveii broLhora now aaecmlded to 
roim the bride and beficek her witli ortmnmnls. They fir^l 
combed tier beaiitjfiil, curiy hair and over it spread a net of 
pear]-strings. She was made to wear a AiiiiaiJi arfitmd tier 
ncfk oTiii a nerklucc on her breast. She wore a nnse- 
ornament and rings on her eiira. Hn Iter nnna iviie was 
made to wear fomwi toro/ and on her wriatg u p.tir of 
golden braceleta. Her hair was srented with sweet nttiir 
and on her lieod waa placed a crown. &bc wore nnkicis on 
tier feet. How wonderriil dh1 she look when she was 
fully decked L Thus rolnid and adorned with ornametUE, 
she slowly advanced her steps and merrily did ibe omaoicnts 
make a jingling aoiirtd. 

When bjddiiig ndicii, tbe mother wept and said, "Oh 
Qiy Aon, tny darling, I place the treaaiire of my lieart in 
your ciiBindy. She is held dear by everyone and waa the 
jici girl of the house. With groat aSociion and tendeme$.v 
hove T lirought her up all thc«» year&. Yon must take 
every care of her and if-ehe does any svrong. you arc to 
(mnlnn Lor for her faults. Do not allnw tier to touch 
cow-dung^' for it wilt soil her (dotlies. Do not allow her To 

^ mimmUf Iflmfc r» Wi l» hut4lir 

tiiAj* 0if Jn ■r1iilil!|t|;, UhA ihijl erriapirritllJB q/I luiPMi, 

c^Lilv^Ktittli. ThSi <tulPE« It bniitf .ilviii up im UFtm* 
|4B| t>ic4mig i* r4tAii^rt4 imiliippfltilh]# fri twiim. 


76 EaSTBUN BENGAL BALLADS 

rhil!^ in iLe kitchen ; it wiJl cAnse* her hurii%« Eto 
not allow her to fetoJi water from the river ; it will give 
ffum to fuyr i^ist. 

** Hera do IplnCf tn yoar cure tk- fosttattre of rny heart. 
See that she enjoys evciy comfort fejjanJing her iJitily 
meals.*' 

Amir salaamed his mothcr-in'lavr Miuiai, and having 
Isiardcil hie ship wkh h»s kauliful Imde, onlered tbu 
captaiu to set out for home. ff i 1.701 


VTI. A Tvneu 8ISTEJil-l^l■HIJ^vp. 

Amir hnd n <twter namstl fUvofa. Her hotly wfw » 
men-akeloton covcroil «ttU sltin, 'rfn-re ivaa hardly any 
(Itjfih in it. Hie wa* of ^ pale yolbwieti eoloijjr tvjthoiit 
any ^ign of blood, jler urmn ami werL* covered tvitli 
profiiHP tmir, |Dat iis we now aivl then wo in the nikle sex. 
Site wjia twenty years old, but cunomiiv ejntjgh tliett; w!i> 
oo Bitai of yoiiih inkr, Sk hmJied lik .1 iximegraniiio 
tree that hire no fruit. Her eyes wt'rt; bug and sparkling, 
tn a word limhi did not a ul the lovehueas thnt 

nmtully klougi to thy youth oI her wx. tihn kd a Iting face 
that lotikod like th« oloiiily or JaJy and 1 here was mil 
a penaii. u, the whoh, worlil witli whom «he was on tumiv 
of amity and peace. Ht-r ivonLi wi-rti hitter like the 
jnico of rh.rafo pliinpr.* Kk o.e.l l.i give wicked tuuvrpro. 
lation to the simple ntlrrnnri> nt oiher», rtnl thiiv picked 
up .piariuk The servants of i[ie Umm shfw*b with fear 
when they Imd to approadi fhva|a. tic.ri wty. luH 

gall, and her breath poisonous. Ib-ucf it that no «,iror 
came to seek tier homl.. liiapim of ,J| tW. .he w.a . 
|«t child ,.r the Imaw. Tk niotlHir loved he,, nxm^Uig lier 
hmnlrwl faiilta ond tlw fnther spulh-d bur by indnlBUDW. 
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r? 


At tlijs time n lifav'culv Mry sepimHl to come iIompH, 
fying to the bou&e of the tnert^hnitt ami it Iwniiue rnciioiit. 
ne it ^rere« with a hejivetily light. Tlie ciiizctiia n/ |iort 
Shinlln whiHporeil airu)i}gst tliemfielvos, " H(>w lucky ia 
the merchnm Mtiiiik rtiiAt. Hie liPim* now la ht n;' with 
goldoit mixtiH-hcnuts," 

Aiiiir't tnether wo# right gliut tr* get the hcmitlful 
duughter-m-luw at hat bowse, sthc muentltorcd her aistcr 
^laiiiu uiii) the prnmtac they lind tnnrh^ in wucli olJior in 
chiliihood. The old riicrchenT. vviis happy beyond ujeuenna 
mill ao were thti kitiAinen and tlic iieighlHiura. Jhit n 
£ra of jealoui^y Icmdli^ iti the mind ul BifAhi. If 

i hcrv be an umunrricd si^tor-iii’law in the hnul>l^ llie new 
wife can. Jinridly cificct to lUid petnx* ol mi ml. 

Sonic mfinthet pii&sei'l iti liJi[i[i{iUEHtB^ but evil befell 
young Amir thtough iiitrigniiig Itivulit. In raptures ol 
delight did he spend Iiir dnys, caring noi for ihu world nr 
it;> concurnat wIkmj Hi vela one iby Iippnnictii<d her tiiutlmr 
and cciimBcllcd her thus ; 

*'Tlic «hips arriving nnxirinj unllic river loiiik mnl they 
lire getting niaty iiixl rtdleii for wnnt of inie. The rowers 
iind Bailors are gctiitig their pay every uuintliwuliniit fWiJig 
uiiy work. My biotlier tB a hi!ii|M‘eked ftml, piiiHlcring to 
the wishes of tl)« new wife und cares not ns to how tlw 
vmrM iit going nn. Tina if* the ctir>H< of nnirryitig a 
hemitifiil wile. I!n liia time like n nTniian within 

the ro nflmi s of ihe hotlBe.“ 

Slw went oit hur.r.ing like o lly, iiml tlic mother 
hega» slowly to realise the truth of ivhtii bIic siiiil. 

Tliis i» thn way ‘if llic world, tii.v frieiiib. Tlw hui 
who yields hiiiiiwlf to tliu fosciiintinn of lus W’ifo lo>eii tbo 
favour of htn |iareJtt». 

Amir stwot his time in pli'Ufitre in thu i'i>iii|miiv of liis 
wifiv ilftvn ilifi Uk piTdiUis nml aktor |■cLss tHwriug 
•Tinarks •III his mode uf life. Nor diil thu enti hen:. 
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Otie dHj Amir's rimtlufr charged liJuj in iln^ 

way ; 

''Listen to me, tad, Ifou are aimk in the lowest pit of 
pletisura. imd have lost all scase at duty. The ajiipit are 
lying mtKired on Uw river gbai and are being wasted for 
want ol iiife. The ro’n’ei'fl ami aalloni art? receiving 
then- pay every inoniii without doing any wnrls. 
^ im tin not care iti know where yoiir ships are, 
Dnmageil and wasted are our gofwis in the (tore rooms 
nttacbed to this house* If (Wm an emperor docs not seek 
to increaM his inctime but spends trom his treasury, it 
becomes exhausted in lime, li a young man loses 
hie head over the t harms of a girl, know that It means llm 
nil n of his fortune. Yon (mre compramised the hunour 
umj prestige of your nobie house, You have ruined llie 
oummert-iftl trailitiDns of our faniUy, eittii^ close hy your 
wife and ruiidltng hep day and night in this way," 

V\‘heii .Amir heard these words of hia nmtiicr, he 
remaitusil sUent with rlownoast eyes, his nund was harrowed 
with stings of reinoriie and pain. He ahed tears silenttv. 
Like otiR situck by ihuuder, lie heeame stnnned with grief 
and blood began to flow rapidly in his veins. He began to 
reOeet thufl. " This world ia vain. Vain is the affcciion 
of parentB. It was nnly a few days ago that my mother 
wept bittoily, thinking of separetiem from me, whetr I wna 
about to go a aUori white forliiinting, butto-dny she diarges 
me in this way. I foel as if my body ja on firo. The 
stings of tliia iniiuU I cfmnnt lufar,*’ 

Thinking for a time in this manner he came to ilu* 
house of Captain tiourol Dlinr, 




•' Hear me. my own Ooutal Dlnvr. We muat immediate¬ 
ly atari from here and go to the city of (.tjjaiD for ^radc. 


BHELIfA 


7J* 

Tl« slUp tnuBt ttiftile reftily by Uieubjming of to^moiTOW, 
Cull tho roTvers (ind sallurB and unke prcpo rat loud/' 

ILL l-7t2L) 


vm. FAnEWEI.L, 

Charrijr.—^\Vho is H that baa roused me from sweet 
sleep, dieturhiug my dreaina of Paradise ? 

BLeJua wns busy preparing meals for bstr husband. 
She iilled a plate with iAitrma, grapca and datca ami mixed 
llicm with a very fine species of rice—the OnrfAJtiimat, She 
cooked Hirjiff with the milk of cocoanut applying some 
sugar to it. She mi near the threahold of the room with 
her preparations, wailing for Amir who duly came there 
it) Ita? evening. His eyes were swollen and he looked pale 
and inoroso. Bhelua wandered and cast her glances again 
uiii] again at him in nn incjuisitive way 

diwir. 

“I aoi nni enniiog a pice. How long sbuU J jtpcnfJ 
time iH tins way ^ You iinint la.- p repaired ror parting, my 
Ixiiiutitnl wihs Jf uur saving !« exhausted ewkI we mo nj& 
dim'd poor, tiviryoiio will cry woe unto m. Wlthnut riches 
one iinilK .me'e bt Imrd to Ifear. Sii*‘li >« He world. Be 
ii inoiJier or father or even one'H bekived wife, rm onr carea 
for till.' luart who esTti* mot und trad«:i his life idJv, ^^y 
niotlwr's snem and angry wonts ami my aister'a dorjEtun 
(lave limiine unl^jirsble to mv, 1 find’ j| jmik>s8,ble h, 
day In tin' hoiine, Wliut i*rtn 1 sny'^ I um the inoii uu. 
lucky of nicn— I have roardvttl m li'av< ilus citv tiwio.rmfl 
(uoriiing. I will go to L’jjain for irud''. Nnir. my ilsflp 
Wile, rome up wiih a vinile to hid toe ndiMi. 

\A'ltt;n ebr houro tijutie wvril» of Iv.'r hii<vli,jr«l, ifir plalf 

of fell til tits t<rrn(mi imliiafdinifi fMm ner iiiijid, 
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SJic wopt wild 'taid, “ My siensK^M run oiil nt Uia thougliL of 
|>ttrtin^ fruin y<iu. I am jmir {n<i Uiril .mil lujw can I live 
iviiltiitti yon ’* Wfent is wy fauji tlmi yim ivjsb m ixi no 
cnifil ■* TJiis liousM.' will hv tt'ift M for niy, if you leave it, 
I’rsi-vtreil am I to go with my ilcar hiiabanil. Wherever 
you Would ^< 1 , t tvniiM be youf eouipatiion and slavo. 
Pray rlo tint gu Jiliiiiei my Iwtoved/' 

Amir. 

** Whrrr will you go, my ilcar? Von are a young Imu^e- 
ujfH, Oow auu ycm iliiro a journey through the liigh eeatt 
when tlw iv»tir of wa^'e* ileafens one 'a cars. Ko, no, that 
c:nmoi lur* Wait juitiently for a little time. 1 nhall try to 
return hniiH- early us gwu) Itieii will aljuw it.*' 

That uight was u night of hrewellit. They lay boiitid 
in each ollu!i'» orms in tfluse embracje. The tnerchoot 
gove her ninny sweet bcteU. ond tlie night passed in conver- 
sdtiuu, Itt the iiioniiug, v'iiiing Amir iioeatae bound for 
dintniii shores. 

Me caiiic to ilie ghat aiiil eftllbil uloud tljo fiailore and 
roivprA. Stnne ot tlitun uttered llie tiume of Allah and otherfl 
of Bndnt.' ft wtis lid.- Tuoiitli ol .hmuiiry auiI tlie cold urn 
very severe. Tim ytmiig nnudumt eaiiiB on hoard the ship 
and rirdored the e»pt)jirj to winrt Witli the ftjxiod of Ughtn* 
iug the Khip imircLuJ .nr, piiuv^ing the very breast of the 
nea; tlit* mwors ritwitl oh and poor BJielua caught the 
ttoumi fn>m her riroui. 

A Ihiek inlet linil cnrereil tlm nky and tlio captain was 
at a lo«s (M diseoVi'r the way. For four days tlrcy lliu^ 

' niiiu .* < enfrupirtrn wf II* .rerf n»ir*. 1b nJJtrjuiiittjr, il^ •Ubjtt #*;!■» 

)• V ss.al frr +ii* W» lkii» aiibS jDiiincM ut lU kijul 

rr'i ■wi r*js» O.M.J u ii.Jt^fib It» tMnUi.,, ih, Hnn hu 

ill, Mti ul ■« Jilt. IM.In., o* fiu* &ili«l.]r imjil,, miliKOs 

» ^fm.jiiroB it lU ■ciif Uir* Itijn «r ill. frul tli>.IJ).,L lu in f „ |,r„ 
MaliurriHitcia* •ipucral^it ^ |*yr_ 
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^'£nt on wltliDlit knowinff itio direction they n’ore liiking, 
nod cm tiio expiry nf the tinir tlie IrCAutifii) eltip caine (n 
0 Inuiiing ghnt. Ttir ceptninj iinulile to sec thingpi 
tlihmgU mieit cried iiutlo s niait nianding there, *' Wliat in 
the mme of this port ? ^Vhoee juriedtctimr is it ? 

Tiie raiui in I'hiirgc of the boat buret out inUi a 
loud ttiiighter ijnyittg, "The eoilors of Amir'o ship have 
lost tlicir head/' Said lie, “ Goural Dtiftr, my cxjiert 
ruptaiii, iijiiiit know thal thiii » your own pctrl uf ShAil 
Y ou Iinve rcturaed lo your own landing pbni." 

The merchant lootied ckiaety oti nil nidee and wai 
greatly aahiiniccl to discover that il wne hja mvii jairi when* 
they had arrivcjd iigaio afKir four days, nnnhlo to know it 
owing to the mist (LI, 1-5^). 


rx 

At night slowly like a iliief Amir west to Ills house 
and atca.lt I lily did he enter his oivrt l>cd*roout. The 

aoiTowa of Dhchia at parting with her dear hushund fiasa 
all dc.Hcriptinn. She had not touched any food these four 

dayn. She had wept the whole dny and was now asleep 

ill deep sorrow. She waa dreaming a dream in which ahe 

saw her dear lonVa face. 

^Vith some besunney and fcoi^ lest it should attract tiu’ 
mdicc ol others, Amir sUiwIy knocked at the dour, tlncc, 
Iwtciv thricC did lie call out hut got no reply. Rm when 
!ic called n fourth lime, she became awnho, nihbed her 
rycK aiiiJ ‘'iit up in her btnl. Distinctly did she now catch 
the voice of iinr liiiahand mid iiuiatly removed the bolt of 
rhn dinr. Mndrlcned with }oy, did Amir embrace ber and 

ti»li restored to life like a Ash that had lieen draw'ti 

out to the bunk atiil again Aung into Ltic water. 
They tcuuiinod fora tuno lockeil in cbwe entbraco iind 

from ilc Jrcyt'A dropped incessant tears of toy* Htifiliia 

It 
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threw hersell into the tMtsom oi her lord, wiitl made it 
wet witii Ijcr teara. Slic raut mnrod, ** I have known 
sorrows duritig these four long days that I cannot 
describe. A htirniitg fire seemed to cons nine me day 
and night. I had no sleep in my eyes for these days, 
n was for the first time to*duy arier these long hours of 
skvpleas pain thal my eyes had closed a little. Severe is 
the bondache that I nni aufforing from. It seeined to me 
lliat I would not K- able lo kur this Ufe deserted by you." 

.1 ni I r. 

Besr tip with it a little while when T state my ease. 
My parents nre angry with me. How can 1 stay in this 
hriuse faeiug their anger ? No right have I over my 
faih'ir % richer, and cursed w*iJJ be my life if f cannot earn 
tny own jiving, f hale to sit idle and etijny my father’s 
earniiiga. My hand ^ ha Ices with disgust when I touch 
meals not Dimed by mo." 

Ai these wnids of her Jmsbonil sjie fell at hb feet and 
Iwgati n> cry saying, *’ Do not go, till my lord, leaving me 
ulniiB in this house. My Sujti (im ornament for the arm) 
I will sell and Jive on iia price for some time. Hoa't refuse 
un eiirncsi reqm-Bt. My scven-fitringwl nofklnce 

1 will sell mid the prict^ will keep us going for some 

time 

" Eflmesily do I reqneel you not to goto foreign lands to 
court dangers unknown. Tho string itf golden beads (CTTt'nif 
•T^l) that adoma my uGefc, I thaJl #cll for your uske 
am* this will make na live in comfoii for a little 
time more. Oh my beloved, oh jewel of my Iieart, 
do not go, 1 pray. For yoiir sake nIiaII I sell the gofdeil 
liraorrleb (ewfi^a) of my hands and this will make 
IIS live in oonifort for a furtlier term. Oh my tteloved, 
oh un dear mu-, yon too, f know, are mad for love \ 

Mhhkim «f s.i|ir(t« *«it . SiiJ <0 
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do Dot go, my hansuli (tbe gftrlMnd of go]d> 
mj car-rings sbalJ J sell for ynor sake and thus live in 
comfort for a Little time rnoie, 

“I>o not leave id©, my love. My vnhialile Sadi and my 
gold-embroidered cb odder abttll 1 eel) for you. This 
wil) maintaiD ub for a further term. 

“ When all these sources veil) fail, I wllT beg from door 
to door and thus live together but, oh my deanisl, do not 
talk of parting." 

4miV. 

The night is drawing to a close. Hav© you got 
aiiytliing to offer tn© ; I am ©o hungiy t 

She had fruits, A'ltormo gud utits in the room with 
which she filled a plate and offered to her young lord. 
After taking his repast, the inercliant went to bed. 

From the Shimul tree, tlie osprey sounded its aolomn 
note. Amir knew from this Uiat tlus iiighi was o\er. Tit© 
eastern sky becanje aglow w'ith puipic light, and birds on 
the neighbouring trees sang their morning notes. The 
Btara looked dim and faint like lani[>!i with oil gone out. 
The happy night was thus gone. Bhelua lay mioonscioiu 
in deep sleep, ..mir was afraid that there liad already 
l*een delay. So be hastened to the place whore bis ship 
lay anchored. He caikd aloud the sailors and within a 
few minutes tlie ship was let tooae upon the waters of the 
deep. 

Now hear what transpired ne\t. The young ineTcbant 
Iiad gone sway, leaving the doors of his room open. When 
he went away, Bhelua 'wns In deep sleep and did not know 
of ti. 

In the morning Bivab rose from her iwd tmd mw that 
the doors of hor sister-m*lttw‘R room were kept open. Flor 
mind had airewly lieen embitiertHl by tiispieion. Now 
gri m doubts rent her mind. She tore off her own hair 
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In gtvnt mgc, Tli^rc Iny [IhEsJua like n nijm}ili of 
lieavcn oaloep in her bed. Bivala^s brain iras Llie Jevirfl 
workalinp. Fur n Uine aLif w;t» ut n loea to decide wbat 
to du, Boimit ilie uiulhcr-Jo-iii-w of fiLcluo, r^uie to tho 
fipot tmd etiw that Bhchia waa stiU steoping* though It 
was. high Lime to wiike. 

Tlie f row frum Uie roof of Uie limwc erowed and cm her 
Ikk 1,V hod rullcn the streak); of the morning sun. Her 
Hwitel tln?acii uni* Him tiered, and BIteliia, with eye« still laden 
witli stec|i, awoke and was startled to find BiTJila statiding 
near her with a sour 


Bftrolu, 

'' Otir wicked ivvinnn, llmii hast Itrtmghl infamy on our 
house, [will tear off nil your curly liiir one by one. It 
is only four dap Uiat ray hrotitcr ban left Itome. Who 
wii$ it tluit revelled hen; all night so that pur sweet sleep 
has tkut broken w lute in the morning to-day. 

BheUin Iwwcd her head tow and pid weeping, *' My 
husband cauie hure last night. I can nwvar by diu Quomn 
kind tilt: sacred 'irriptiins tlmt ite nlonr ia tny lord. A 
seconil mail 1 du not knoiv/' 

Tlie wliute Loii^ was astir at this ataUunent. TJiey 
aaid in one voice. ", How is it that yuur husband curae? 
Only fuur dap ogo bo set out for foreigu lunds.** 


Bhtlua. 

•’ I do not know iraytlang except this tJuit 1 luive :itwkeu 
the trutli." 

Kobudy Ijoliuved in her words. Bumc suggcateil Unit 
site slioiiid lie nubjecteil to wine cruel pHniabments. Others 
said, " A pit should he dug out in a neat pinca wuiitHtecp 
and she uiubt be thrmvn Into it and bitUikiga set on bar," 
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8oQflii ibi matluLT-iu-bw, liitorvenctl nt this hiuI 
bt!r be tieutud ns b aen'oiil uf the Iidiim! 
to <ii> iDPuiLil w'erk." 

Cftf)ru**^-Oh ill lack I 

Aji u OKOiial ol the houAe sUe wgrkcd aight oud <1ay nnd 
had nnly twe tnealfi a ilay* Tiie ainter'indiiw cam^' to 
turuioiH her with tbc’ wcApoti of licr g^baTi> tociguc evLTV 
tiiac. Tlu! baju (nnmment ut her the necklnce, 

tbo llarae-ailoitred «<?(, the bwceJets, ilit hnwjwli 
(the gnldcii urtmitieiK of tho Dcck)^ the golden 
pendonU of ihe ven were All taken uwoy one by one. 

Iti the moroiog ^he roao and cleaFOd the dung of the 
cowslied. Then she act hBi'seif to dvist the compound of 
the houae. She cleajiscd the roam nnd brought n'iiter from 
the riTST, covciiDg her bcmitifiil por/iau aa huat aa filu' 
eoutil with torn clotha. Om; dny Blvaln ordered her to 
grind Light pouuda of raw chilly. In deep anguish Dheluit 
sited tenra but did the task all the same. Her luiiids got 
burnt witlt the atriugent spice and her henri palpitated in 
great pain. Over and above all these, Bivnla tthonemd 
nbuBcv (in her, 

She wuH a^rcely given any meals worth the name. 
Night olid <lay she wept- Bui when sho w!i£ alone in her 
room, she sang the haraniashi song to assuage tlie pain of 
parting frum the lord of her heart, <LL 1-llT.l 


X. Thk Bajiamashi. 

"Tbif new yuiir hoa come with April hringtrig fresh 
lieauttea of Nature, Alas I where ia tlw huahojid of my heart 
gone f In my own home, 1 am an one hoineiesa. 
none here tvhom t can coll myiowti, Alaal 


EASTERN BENGAL BALLADS 


WB 

ui^ jou rctnming of what s^as art: you countiog tbo 
waves whi3n I nm piumg away for you here? 

' ’ lii May tbo fruits arc ripe. They htmg froiD the boughs 
of to.’eg. Who will, aloe! hU tfie l^osket withtnangoea anil 
jacks to present them to me. Had I lieen a bird, oh my 
love, I would have gone Ayitig to know your wUere- 
abonts. 

^ow it ifi June. Tlte clouds are pouiiog fresh waters 
on hehla and tivem. Oh my love, a tom cloth I wear and 
thal Ib wet with my tears. None U there to whom I may 
o[ien my heart, mid my grief is not such as eun be told 
to others, 

tn .filly, the peasants are busy sowing seetls near 
swampe and marsliea. f)a sneh a day did yon hid farewell 
to me, leaving the doors of the room u[>en. Tliat 
iinfortiiEuito day £ can never forget when my sweet pnirot 
cut till' chain off its feci and Jlei1 from the cage. 

" to August, the rays of the sun are piercing and more 
flf> lire the words of my aiatcr-in-law Rivala. T go to the 
tanding ghat to fetch water and often do I cost my glntunes 
At tlie river fully awoflou and straia luy eyes in the hojiu 
of seeing luy lieloved come again. 

“ III Bejitcmbcr, the moon smiles bright in the sky. In 
my heart 1 perceive the tender call of tove sweet like the 
Bound of n Ante. Oh my love, my colour once so fair has 
faded. There is none who cares for me. ft) my dreanis 
I see you ind nay heart bursU in grief when I awake to 
And that it was a mere itrcom. 

InOctolier, llw milk within rice is thickoned und takes 
the forni of seeds. My mind yBarn® for you night and day. 
The flower of my youth wii) cro long fndc : before It does 
80, will you not. ray guy bet. pay rue a visil? 

fn ^?ovemU!r, the rioc in ttm fields becomes ripe, AUs 1 
w' ajX! host tlmii gone, oh my love, leaving ono who wna 
BO dear to you- I am now a sorvani m the Uouve ntid they 
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(to not §iYo in(‘ ciufiicmnt food toappcaec my hunger. Grind- 
ing the stringent cliiUieSt my bmuls ham got burns. Oime, 
O lord, to see batr misemlilc I nm. 

*' In Dcccmlx'r, the buingcolii is tmhearnble without job. 
Benntilul end warm blankets, their inside iiilod with warm 
cutton, I had in plenty. Tbej hjiTC taken tliem all away 
nnd given inn torn rugs (konfkdt) ini their place. 

In January, thi* bitter cold attacks mo with redoubled 
severity and cmiJEiea iLe very tigers to liowj in ilieir wild 
liomeft. Seed T wy how itiifieraldy da T pass tlie inonlli 9 
I burn chareonls in my Ited-rooni and thus warm my¬ 
self a little. The inclemendea of the seaflon may be put 
up with, blit liow can I bear the tnenta]! angoish which 
burns me like 6re ? 

" In February, tlie couthern wind blows, tlie cuckoo 
aingn, causing me unbearnblo grief. Oh when will luck 
smile on me and you will come back to meet me ? 

" The year has draw'n to a close and it is now March. 
WlrtTf and when may I find you is the one tlioughi of my 
mind. To whut shures, to whut port, hast ibou gone for 
trade ? Who will IclL tua (LI. 1-4J?,) 


XJ. Un tha UivFjt Bask, 

One day Bholna want in slow steps m llie Hveraido fur 
fetching water, ft he was all nlonn. Shu was weak ft.s 
she had no nicsis thiit day. She walked Llirongh the 
Village path, iicr Jcit eye felt a ttfinor and lier faroast 
Wat in fear, indicating the npproach of some danger 
unknown. 

When site came to tlie landing ghat, she felt an nu- 
controliable fear and began lo cry loudly, Oh my love. 
Uy this strv^im have you gone to foreign land. VVhy did 
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yon noi take me wttlj you os I liiid prayed ? I am vreuk 
and L-annot bear tUe weight of thia heavy piUih^r Gtkd 
willi waier. You left tuo in the custody of your mi n ?tf r 
nnd bister, diiat see whal phglu iliey have put me to/‘ 
She reoollcctjcd the homo of liei' childhood. Sister <it seven 
bfotUers, slie wiia seldom required to do aoy vcork. She 
im^d to pvit OR » r/rnddof cnihroidored with .^old. A 
hundred mnid-servnoU tlieio were to carry out her most 
trifling wishes. Now' Is slie Ibe servant of Bivola—atas! 
Jiow liordta Iu<r lot. Yuluidde douches she won ocenslotneil 
to sleep on and now Iter lot is to live in a cowshed. 
Aceostotned to scent hemdf mth attar and other i>criuiu(», 
now slic ttaa her body iyitig aoll&fl with dusi and mud. She 
used to live in the secuiv confines of tlie inner apartments 
where even tht* sun and the moon dared not Jinve n peep 
nt Ijcr face. Now> alas ! it is her lot to come to the river 
glut I for taking tvnttrr witltout a conipauiun and ilirongh 
tlw pablic road 1 

'*OJt my dear nierchnnl, oh my Jove," mod she, 
come and behold your dear wife, aent to the rivet glut 
tike a tzunLoJ to fetch water," 

Slid placed the pitcher on tine hank and got doivn to 
hnthe. Her luxuriant hair so pTOfusn OD her head waa 
caught by the tide and it seemed In require iKiine effort 
on her iwrt to gather it togetfinr and free it from Uio 
hdid of tUti strung niirront. Wlu-n aim roue, her Imtr fiiU 
Ui liCT feet and she mnained standing in the suo for simc 
time for drying it. (LI. 1-32,) 


BnnnA ttir AfBBCiiAKT. 

Now I am going to describe Bhola, tlie imrehant. 
lie hud irnvtilled to the fmrl of MaaU Bandar. Theie he 
had utEcd iu» «bip with cargo and woa retUTniug homo, 


BHELUA 


Ifc had journeyed hy laud, tind croafled rivers njid 
i'uuhIs and wue now near the port of Safln, 

CAorus,—Your youth tn vain, oh maid. 

Coming to tlu; loDding ghjit, he eoat hi« eyes on nil 
sUlcfr, nnd vpied a danieel of surpnaaiiig tieamy who 
looked like a fairy fleBceiulMl on eurlh. “Wo ol! Itijow 
that there ia ttie nuwu to tlie aky without ,'t peer, but how 
Ktriuige it is that we ahould dud amdher sliimug on the 
riverside," thuft refiected he. 

Mod with n desire to i^ecure tlia lioiiutiful one, ho 
dificiis&ed with bb OKllora aa to la>w' lie could cany out hia 
wicked end. 

Who, ulaa! ton fight with Fate 7 BLdiuiwiia forcibly 
carried oO by Bhola. 

Ttu,' ahip dew ivitli the sjieed of tiglKuing and unfor’^ 
tunate BUelua lay stunned with grief nt tins miw- danger. 
She bent her head iigaiusE the mast till it bled. She 
attempted to drown herself iu the river inii the roivcra 
caught hold of her by force nod pruvoiited lier from 
doing so. 

Cftortis. — 0 GeiiI, how unlucky is the girl) 

** Oh pigeons thet fly in the sky, iraveUorfi of the illi¬ 
mitable expanse arc j'e. Tell my love, it ye see him any¬ 
where w'hat has Uopponerl to me. Oli river flowing lo dia- 
Uiil latida, yen niay chance to meat my Jove. Tell him nil 
about my aulferingir. Oh waves who are in pcrjietiml 
hurry to see new ahuree and are dancing in gtitx?, ti<|] him 
if you happen to miwt him, that ptnir Bhehia will tto more 
be nllowed to seek bis nwiMjt embrace. Oh ^viodB hlowitig in 
tlu* south wlio viflit the whole world in tlie twinkle «d mi 
eye, give on account of thia miserable one, if you happen 
to meet him. Oh bad luck 1 why did T cnnw to the river 
glut 1 Tho wicked Bbola faae seized mu fiiiding me all 
nione,'' 
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Bliob, tUe merchAnli npijraachcd ttfr and said, 1 am 
here, oh beautiful one, to tel! you ilmt I am goiny lo take 
you to iho city of Kattiuii. I am tlie master of a large 
profrerty and have a house nhich is like a palace. I am 
going 10 marry you under the A'jfru syaiem and 1 shall 
spare m. pains to make your life happy. Like a flower 
bcfiring in its bosoin a BiVL-et treasure nf hmiijy, why should 
you live aluJie ? t ttiJl give you a conch of gold to rest tui. 
Pray, do tun waste your youth ill vain l>«l consent to niv 
nujuflal and you will Isc ihi* happiest ol mortals.*' 

She tiegao to w'eep as she Iteard these worda, **Alaft ! 
Whore is my Ijeluvcd Amir gone, why did I imt die before 
listening to these foul words?" 

When Bhola heard her mention the nami; of Amir, he 
said, Bidioc iinf, oh damjiel. Amir died the other day in 
llic port called Mash Bandar Wo wore all fircsent nt hta 
funera] and he was burftHi in our prmnoe. Ii h no use, 
sweet damsel, bmenting over him now. Come with me 
to my houfle, and you will rind me just the man tor yovi. 
Yuur vk-mbr body will Iw covered with gold omamnnEs, 
tor your duiudrafnTr (waist Wltl ] will upend a bkh of 
rupees, Fic. yonare wearing a torn rag. J will give 
you a ftifdirrhnri tbluo-coJourcd smtii of the finest quality. 
You will Lave gold oniniiumts for your nose and cars, and 
ytnir tietkJaco will be » string uf the lorgeal tiearls 
to be found in this aide of llo, Lxnmlry, Vmir handsome 
figiirp has charmed nw am] yna mu si note that I have 
known ytrar real valuo as a jeweller knows the jirire of his 
jevvel. Wenllli. ridw^ .'tnd all that 1 hove I will offer ymi 
and 1 mil .‘ui fdr nil cmmcciion wilh mv oUter wive«‘hv 
divorce. Hilt, sho,ltd you like ii. they will !«, vour maid¬ 
servant-, miJiiBU-riiig to your cmnluris. When you will 
*tymirmcaJs.ibL 7 wilt wiish yoat hands.. Your mealk 
svinc6i.M«l of (mr ehii-kem, curry and class rice rnllcl 
the Hitnmhi. In tny inner armnmimU is a smiling 
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floiver-garden where tou and myseU uiU delighifatly 
ramble in mornhiBa and cvempga, Dt» the second floor of 
my paUce 1 have a reat-tiotiBC to enjoy ttm breoze. 
There ie a golden conch in that room, on which ia apreada 
soft mtlk-wbite bed. We slukll both be very happy there. 
You mil prepare aweet l)etel 0 and put then) into my mouth. 
It is very well that the young merchant Amir is ilcsd. 
Ton will hnd m infinitely better Imeband in me.‘* 

Bhelaa did not set a cotene’a value to the words of this 
licentious wretch and began to reflect thus witfi Iier head 
bent low, *' Had any evil befallen my lord, na this wicked 
uisn flays, the red aign of luck on my forehead would have 
faded. My heart by its secret beaticiga would have 
known of it before any infonuation from outside bad 
reached me, My eyes would have felt a tremor indicating 
the evil." 

She took her firm resolve, and cared not for what the 
reeult would be. When Bholo approached bar ogBiEn with 
bis wicked proposal, her eyta wore the purple Lite of auger 
and became like a flaming Java flower. 3he said. "A great 
mishap ie awaiting thee, vile tuon. as thou host dared carry 
me by force in this way, Tlis evening tamp will iwi more 
bum in thy kmae. Thia ie iny curse aod for immediate 
reward, liere do 1 kick at thywvalth and all tlutt thou haet 
to offer.” Bhola reiorted, ** Thu bee does not leave a full¬ 
blown flower, becaufio Ihene are thoms. Know me to be 
flucli B bee maddened by your clianna. You ate now in my 
clutcbea and there is no escape thw time,'^ 

One night when all ware in pndound slumlitr and the 
ship lay moored on the shore and only the anoringii of the 
onramen were heard diattirbing the geiUTnl silence, did 
Bhola approach the cabin where Bhclua lay in her bed. 
He felt tlrst tremor of heart which all siiuiere and 
oriminalfl eiEperienc* l»efnre doing n Ml deed. The girl wns 
indulging in wild tlioiighta^ there was no sleep iri bt<r Dyna 
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She !ijtd perceived tht* wickft) metive of Bhoia. So wIhso 
D l (SUdi an htiitrof lugbC she saw him ataudlng near her, 
Bhi- wiia gremly frightened. She felt what the deer f«it« 
when oiiiglil by a tiger. 


Bhufd, 

(-otnply with my wiahee, my love. Look hut once at 
me « itli a smile and yield yourueJf m my loving einhmce 
and ! pray tJjig to you on ti«nde<l kiiiis. Whv Bhould 
you Ih> ctinfllttiitly under iho shadow of a grief? Jfe tightly 
counselled mnl fulfil the earnest desire of tiiy mind/* 

Saying this at the impiiltHj of a paadion that surged in 
his soul, Jh? advanced towards Blielua and tried to catch 
Iter hy force. She retreated a little and tried to lull the 
wicked one into patience and hope by u device, 

Bhcltia, 

** J will now open my mind to you and toll you the 
truth if you will wait a little while." 

BAoia. 

Tell it, oh love, tell me wliat it is, I am dying with 
impatience. When will tliegolden Jiour of luck cotno lo nio 
and tile mooo of heaven be in my pos,4e^joti?" 

Bhdua, 

" How can 1 mil you now? You mutit fiml of all take 
n vow in tfte name cf God turning to the West like n true 
Moslem that you will net as I will ask you. Then only can 
I frankly tell you all that is in my mind." 

Bftoh. 

■* Yea, I do liereby tske the vow. Know rue as yonr 
slave. I will carry- out vuiir coramnnd at all costs," 


DHELUA 


Oi:i 

Hl' tooli lIic lioly Jiuiuf of Giod oud looked expeeiantly 
lit the daiuBfil for her fovoor. BLolo xias verily like u IjuJI 
drptwn El roiie in the nnee by itn master. SJoii ty she 
said now, " For six moutliE yon rnust nul come to me. If 
you viulnte my wishes, know llinl t will ooitiniit suicide by 
drinking ptiisou. There is no doubt of ihia. 1 will die it 
you ftpply force. During UiOFie montlis J will fulfil tJie vow of 
iibstinence (iddaO which H ie ir.cimibent on every ^fohem' 
tuedan girl to Ji^ on the death of her hiiNband/' 

Like a snake under the touch of u cfi»riner's wiiiid, 
Bliola lieni his bend tuw\ left the jilnce, yielding to a wild 
train of thoughts. (LL 1-136.) 


xm. Ajf AccoDWT OP Ajiia. 

In due course the merchant Amir came to tltccity of UjjAtn 
and rcape<l torge ptofits by his trade. In fact, he became 
master of lakhs. Fortuno favoured him nnd by her smile 
the outlook of bis trade took n gbnous turn, so that if 
he touched a handful of ashes. It readily changed into 
gold. 

The more he got, titc more be caveted and in the course 
of his trade, visitod Mitsli Bniider, Emmense wore his 
carniiigB jmd be made many valuable ornaments for Bholua. 
Bin heart leaped in jor on account of bis wottdcrinl 
success in trade and be forgot for a time the sweet attractions 
of home. 

Some months passed in this W'ay, One night he dmamt 
n bad dream. His lieari bent <piick nrul be fottnil imi rest. 
Becallml CaptainOoiiml Dluir to bi^ ptesence ami said 
■** Be prepared at once; take what iiiciriey will he wunu^l 
for prcpiirations iiiiil start ai atioc for Satla,” 

The Bhi[> was imchorcil off the shores of hrjdiii', filnwJy 
did the youug mere hunt appioudi the faoufiu. Eutcfing 
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hom6f he saiateJ bi$ patx$iiiA. They not say a worri 
bgt their silent tears indicated some eTitthet had happened. 
At thie moment came BiTsla uho sald^ yon have returned 
now after full one jettr- The wicked Bbelua is no longer 
in our homo. Marry a lieautiful girl atid be happy, tlad 
Bhelua lived now, a great dieaater it W’outd luve Iseen to 
tlte family." 

fie could not undciatand anything, fraiu thia report 
nirf eaidj. Wliem is my tieautifnl Bhelua gone ? " “Be 
cooLheaded." answered Divala, '* it ie only three days that 
»lie died." 

Amir was, as it were, struck by thunder nt the fell 
news, He trombled and wa.a about to full down. 

Cltoras.—Oh what an evil luck J 

Anur. 

I 

“ What shall I do wiLh my riolies ? My trade and iU 
attcceen have tm ULeaniug for me now. Alas 1 w tie re U my 
tioautifiiJ Bhehm goiiel^ Wretch iLal 1 am, my eyes are 
stjll insaliato. I oould not aatiafy my thirsty eyes by 
feasting them on lierto my licari'a contoM. i catmol hetur 
lo live without Iior.” 

Limientiiig in tltis way he made tmrptiries of Biralaj, 
*' Wliare is ihc grave of Bh^Iua? ” 

Btralo. 

“Otrtho seashore bft’> alie been buried. ' 

He haBtened to the npil And saw n new rfrave. Tliere 
be roileil in the dust nud IwgJiii ui weep btttnriv 

■■ Oil my Bhelun,” criwl Im, ** i-omc mj Wwit, h 
the cold earth swiieier than my lioswm. By my lifi*, arise 
from Ihi? lowly l>«l, my iHiloveil. if you will not. take mo 
to you," 


BHELtJA 


9E 

Lamenting in tbis way for n while, he be||an to dig the 
grave and to Iiis great wonder he dlacovered the dead body 
of a blaok dog in it. (Li. 1-64.) 


xn^ 

He left bis liouie, bio riches and al), and turned a Fakir 
fur tove. His gold-«nibroii]tired ea[> with tbs setting of 
jewels in it, hia ailheu robes, the hinifi, Ids palatial botiEe— 
all, all lie aliandoued and turned an aaceiic. He wore 
a very ondijiarT coarse cloth, Fronj his shoulders hung the 
beggar’s wallet, and a tom cap be placed on his head. 
The mad Fakir wandered in unknown paths, lamencing 
bitterly. 

Canak and rivers lie crossed and came hi a ptaoc called 
Cbakria. Tliore were many forests and aiualJ hills In tha t 
place. From there he travelled farther eaet nod crossed the 
Sankha. Thence he came to the bank of the EaUiSba. 
" Ob my pel bird, where bast tbou dowm away,” cried be 
again and again, and like one whose wits bad completely 
run out, wandered through many unknotvn regions till lie 
reached the river Kancba. There were no more any tears 
in his eyes. His head was unateady. Oo a sudden impulse 
be leapt into the canal. It was the third day of the 
waxing moon and a high and strong current was running 
on accoaot of the flow*tide. The mad man was carried 
headlong to the north. He crossed with great difficulty 
the whirlpools of the Kamaphully and reached the mouth 
of the lesamuti. He was pinched with severe cold and 
liegati to shiver Bat bis destiny would not allow him to 
stop. He marched towank a place called Rajanya, in 
the district nf Rajanya there was the village Syed >*Ggar 
and in that jdace lived a tnuaicijui tiamed Tara Haritir 

Tara Baruis ptvwer was wonderful. If be played on 
his violin, the river ran against the current, changin|F bef 
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coiirae to liBten to th* ewcet muaic. Tlie wiM tiger becaine 
lanie, the deer forgot ntJ about the trap laid for it, 
and the veiiomoiia anako ben I low it* uplifted hood at the 
fiotmd. 

Our young Fakir come to him and applied for being 
admitted as his pupil. He gave him an nccoiint of bis 
diatress and all that he had suffered. 


Tara JJarui, 

" You hflve come to the right pboe. Muaic will afford 
you ft BOjaca which you will vainly awk elsewhere/' 

Tara Barui made a violin for hla luve-lom pupil. The 
body of tbs inalrumcBt was made of Bailan wood, lu 
ears were made of fine Manpabao nnd the strings were 
prepared with the veins of DatSg snake, TJic bow was 
made of tlie wood of Nareba. The violin thus prepared 
was wonderful to Wk at. The aooompljsbed artist'a hand 
tvaa BO gifted that a» soon as the liow ivas applied to the 
f^trings of thu instrument, it gave out a aweot cry cailiog 
' Bhelua,' ' Blicloa/ 

Cnmiodful of hunger and thirst, and heedless of pliysiral 
pain, from door to door tljc young Fakir wandered playing 
on hia violin and a» he did so, tcara cannr forth unceasingly 
from hia eyes. In storm and raiu he wandered, bin body 
all wet with flbowertf. In the Beorchjag rays of the sun, 
be wnndered about, ex|) 08 ing himBcIl to burning Iteat and 
iJi severe cold ho walked with hw liody trembling 
like a banana-loaf. Tliuii travelling from place to place 
towards the west oiir Fakir ciuno to a city called Faitsbog. 
At the foot of the hills there was the pass called Khoolishir 
Dhala, On the west of this pass Jay iij^ beautiful 
city of Kallani adorned with many ffijc buddings and 
H**'-'*^*^* (LI. 1-48.) 


bhelua 
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XT, Im the House of Buola. 

Tbe flun's rays affarkledt on ttuj creata of trees sod the 
day waa drawing to a cbse, M that hour of the day, Bhnla 
who was profligacy iucarnate came to the room of Bhcliia. 
He liad a sweet betel id his mouili and his l)oar<l wiis acented 
with aftor, Slowly he entered the room and said, " Now* 
your term is over. Six months have passed imd you must 
rememlter your promise bow." 

B/jefuo. 

" T have known do peace ol mind. You roust excuse 
me, good merchant." 


Bhob. 

"Ilisnol for you to seek pardon. I ia?g H at your 
hands. What good, my love, will you reap by playing 
deceit on me m this way "f " 

Just at this moment, the young Pakii wearing a torn 
tug stood at the door outside and played on his violin 
which cried ‘ BbeJua^' ' Bhelua.' 

The be&utifut one was startled at the eouml am! Bhola 
said smiling, "I beg of you a humble boom Make 
yourself merry. 1 have settled the dale of oiatrisge, 
it ia to lake place to-morrow by your kind consent." 
Just tiron was lieard ngain the aweet wunil " Bhciua" 
from tins vioUnr. The sound filled BheJua'e mind witJi 
n strange emotion, and she could find no rest. 

BTiolu. 

'*Kow tell me, dear, if you agree. To-morrow you must 
recite the eacred word of leriptme. The Kaei will be culled 
in to Diiaister to tbo fonctiou." 

18 
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The iJiaJ Fakir was phyitig on his viotin again anii 
again. It seemei^ tiiat some one wa« sweetly frying 
calling BUeliia hy her nnme. Blie came out of the bouse 
and aaconding the roof cast hor glsnce on nil sides. 

A torn rag lie wore and moving tn and fro, played 
on Ilia violin. His hair vms brownish tmd bis beard bad 
grown long. He played on Jiis violin, nnd as be played, 
he shed inressant tears. 

Bbola stood behind nheJua and anid, "Now T wait 
for your answer. Give me tile pleasing word of coospiii.'' 
Bhelua vms liatening to the music of violm, unmindftil 
of everything else. The word that came onconsciouBly 
from her Ups was -‘Wait/’ She was closely observing 
the Fakir and now slio knew that it was none other than 
be. Her eyes were glisietiiDg with team. 

At the reipiest of DheJua, nhola gratrted permission 
to iUp Fakir to occupy a room in the house. (LJ, 1-30,) 


XVI 


The Fakir took his meajE and retired. He had no steep 
m Ins eyes am) no rest in Ida mind. At a deep hour of 
night, Bhchm mildly kncwbed at his door. There was no 
response. She thought that Du, Fakir had fallen asleep. 
She again gave a gentle stroke at llie door and said in 
a whispering toriE, " Dpea tbo door, my lord/* The mad 
Fakir hurried to the door and tlmy met. ” Oh mv mer¬ 
chant medBhehm and bound him in her amis 'Team 
fell incessantly from WtL her eyes. Like pigeons tliey 
clung to each oilier locked in dose embrace. Not a won) 
^ped their moutbs hut llieir eyes shed copioue tears 
She was overpowemi with an ctnoHon iospired Uv extreme 
happmeaa and extreme sorrow, tml will, outstreldind eves 
l*y fiiCt? of iier Ini^btind, 



•• Bheluii WM Uelauln^ to the nimio of violio.'* P, 88. 
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A litUe abniihetlj BbaluB fell at his feel naif bhImUhI him, 
She gave h full accoimi ef beraelf, of all tlial she lia<1 
suffered, 

*' In the depth of nigiii ;ou paid lue a visit aud left 
the doors of uy room open vritbout telling me iinything. 
Your sister Bivula suw tbe doors of my Ijed'roojji open nod 
spread a seandal wbidi caused me great vvoes. Your motber 
and sister routrselled by the Dcighbours had at fiiet driven 
me from tbe bouse and on a second thought gave me a 
place there as a maid-servant. I cannot itescribe the 
oppreasiotis to which I was subjected. I was sent to tbe 
river ghat iA bring water all alone, anti when returning 
borne with my pitcher full, I was forcibly carried off by 
Bhoia'a men. I have been living at this wicked inan'a 
bouse, and all tbc time 1 have avoided him on one pretext 
or other. But it breaks my heart to LeU you of my present 
sittiation. Triday next i» the dale fixed by Bhola for our 
marnage under the Xika syateni/' 


Amir. 

My mother and sister told me timt you were dead. 
I dug the spot which they pointed nut to me as your grave 
and found the corpse of a black dog in it. The world lias 
Kinoo seemed to me as iiel] and hence I took the garb of 
a Fakir and have beoo wandering simtessly lliroughout 
the country.” 

Bound in close embrace tlmy passed the mgliL iu conveT' 
sation, weepiug ns they talked. Bhcluasaid. "The night 
will be soon over. Let uu fly away from this place at once.*' 

Amir. 

'* 1 am tl*e son of an Itonesi man and not of a thief. 
I entmot agree to go away like a tfalcf, stealing vou as 
Bhola did.“ 
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The crows wrero crowing iui<! ilic goy noto of 
cuckoo was heard. Bhelua did not contradict iter husband 
ttnd went away in a pensiyo mood. 


XVII 

The Easi (Magistrata) of that town was an old inan 
named Munal. In the morning of the next day the 
Fakir filed a petition in his court. 

He was ecaied on bis [/adi, loisiicely smoking bis 
winding pipe, and bis constables and peons were assembled 
there, awaiting his orders. Tbi* Fakir aaJaemed him and 
stated bis case a* to bow Bholiij t!ia merebant, had forcibly 
carried bis wife away. On reading the petition Kazi 
Munnf got angry and instantly issueil a ivarranl for the 
arrest of Bbola. 

The peons and constables carried out his orders and 
brought Bbola to the court, Tlie Kaai threw a curl of 
amoke from bta mouth at his face and said, “ Is it a fact 
that you have forcibly brought the wife of thin Fakir and 
ore going to marry Jier to*day ? ” 

Bkola. 

“ It is 0 Wee charge. This Fakir is a mad fellow. 
Wliat do I know about hb wife? He is a very wicked 
mjui. On the plea of playing on the fiddle be visits the 
bouses of people and seduces their wives if they are 
beautiful.'* 

The Eazi was ninety years oSd and had only ten years 
to complete hie centenary. He bad not a single tooth in 
bin gum, but still did not lack lu sweet words to captivate 
a woman’s heart. In bis youth he was notorious for his 
licentiouwieBa. He had ouiraged the honour of hundreds 
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of wameii, Kow Uib bod lny, Eio to sajj roculy in iLu 
grave t yet bis nature hud not impnoTod a Lit. 

" Now I have necurod a flower in full bloom mul full 
of honey," thought the Kaxi and then upoke mit, 

I order you, umrcham Bhola, to bring iho woman here 
Hi ODoe, If you can prove that abe ia your wife, you will 
undoubtedly Lave her hack and J will send the Fakir to 
prieon for seven years," 

BboLa went ttome, and inatnicted blieJun aa to what 
she shoula say; then' she was carried to the court in a 
palanquin. When she came out, people ware dazzled by 
her beauty. She looked like a fiaali of lightning, fallen on 
the earth. As Iw cast his glance at Iter, the liazi’s head 
was turned. He said, "Tell me, dear lady, without fear or 
shame, which of the two men that claim you is really your 
husband." Bhehio replied, "Pray, bear me, nobto Kazi. 
This mad Fakir is tlic lord of my henrl/* 

The Kazi got very angry with Bhola and drove him 
away from his presence. Then be called the Fakir imd 
began to argue with him in this way : " You are not the fit 
man for this lady Tins you must admit for the sake of 
truth. A dog cannot expect lo he eerviid with clarified 
butter. Now listen to me, you Fakir, that play an the 
violin. It is the hoe tliat drinks honey from the flower. 
The worm lives on grass or leaf. So you too most look for 
what is suitable for you. You are not the proper peraon for 
BbeluD. If you take her to you, tome one else will osiry 
herofl and you will come to vet me again, In^ this csourt 
there is a heavy pressure of work and I eannot attend to 
your complaints every day. Leave Bhehia with me. She 
will he hnppy here. I will give her a golden couch to sleep 
oil and aha will have proper meals and raiments." 

The Fakir heat his breast in despair. Alaa, the heart 
of Munnf Kazi was hard aa stone At a hint from the Kazi 
his constables and people forcibly drove the Fakir away, 
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AliUi wliu caii Oght wiili lut'k ? Bhetiin het timf* 

weeping 111 tht; Louse of tlie old 1^^ . Blie^d uot tuke a 
morsel of [ood iiar n drop of wnter iit that house, iiihe fell 
very ill and was eouhiied to bed. 

Mennwhile Atnir urrived At the ]>orl of nnd told 

hiB father liis sad story with tearful eyes. The mother too 
heard everything and her heart wSii about to hrouk in 
sorrow, 

Manik, the merohnnl, ordered CAptaio Gouro] DJmr 
to propare a navy of fourteen ships at once, saying, 
‘*My soldiers and fat/jidfs must go all and they iuobI drown 
th&t sinall town of Kattani in tlu^ dtipLliof the sea/* 

111 the port the cry rim, "Get ready.** The general of 
tlie army Uumedly prepiired himself for the encounter. 
Hoiue of the soldiers run forward with long ejienrs in their 
lunida. The JJorlL-Western BOpriyR were oonapieuniia by 
their long moustaches. A p;irt of the army hud guns on 
their shoulders. From their waivt-belts hutig sharp awords 
uoveri^ ntider abeiitiis. The fnfhtals were there with their 
long hoiuboo poles and laitiies. Some took clubs huge as 
posts in llieir tiatide. There wiia no end of roiit<'SaIdjers. 
[ji all ten thousand sepoys liiiirchcd tn the fietd. Fourteen 
oI the ahipa were ready on Ihe slioros at the cummand 
of Captain (ionml Dhar, 

The ship named ForAaii went ahead ; it had in it a 
library of the Quoran and its cenitnentnries. Neat went the 
ship on board of which woa the merchant hitnaelf. Tlie 
third uhip, the KHltjan, carried guns and cannon and the 
fourth, the fifuncimarridaf had a stero of ammunition of gun¬ 
powder and hullflte. Thou came the ahip Gimdliar im 
boarrf of which were the splendid rutinup ami luldiera of 
Amir. The sixth ship i/onraiuiff writained ntiui annttl 
with hifhieit. The North-Wes tern sepoys were on Imard 
the ship fitfaniq/ $iirirfcir, The ship fifuB^^or fiif, the Shark) 
carried Uic inslrumenta of war-muaic, tlm horns, tlie big 




loa 

dniaiB ntrd (alfors. Tbe ninth vbip etilkd tho 
was lilted with lathies made nf bamboos c&llcd Bairaha, 
Tbv next ship Han^mala had in it big targets, a^vurda and 
doggera. The ship Hafichor contained ft store of food tlisi 
would fast for six months. Tlte next one the dirJ Bntd 
cnrriwt mnny Iona of very fine rice and th® Hrimiur wus 
filled wUli tanks containing drinkable wafer. The kat of 
all Lakflti Dhar tW, rbe abode of the goddess of fortune} 
wTis Tiianiied by Captain Goural DUar tiitnself. The four- 
leeit ehipa marched with great uproar, and tbe dnima and 
horns sounded a nolo of w'ar which deafened the ear. 

The soldiers raised the cry " B«dar," The eea^fish 
and the shark lied away froni tbe oonrso foibwod by the 
ships. The winds blew and tlic tHiik, fully swolleti, made a 
tracking sonnd. fn three days tliey rcaelied the port 
known 08 fCattani. On reaching the ahoree, they fired a 
ennnon. It sounded like the thunder that comes out break¬ 
ing tbe very bosom of the sky, (IJ. 1 - 114 ,) 


XYIII. ThrEkd, 

The Kazi Miirinf was frightened at tlie report he re¬ 
ceived and cfllJcd at the house r>r Bhoin, He said, " I hare 
l>ec» put to great troul>Ie on amumt of BbL'Iun. She is the 
very nymph of heaven and is in the bJnom of youth. Old as 
f am, she has rtjeeteti all niy overtures. She is in lov® 
with you. I aboutd like to Eicnd her to you- Bo happy 
with her.” 

rtight glad was Bliola at these w'ordB of the Kn^j. He 
tlxuight that after all Lite girl had come muod and lieon 
fntviumhly inclined towards him. The Knzi BRtd again, 
'■ i?I» is very ill. During her iJlneas, she speaks of nothing 
except you and want* to ece you again and again." .luat t hew 
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TOM tiGard tbe thunderiug rtMir ol Ihe cannoti from the bcb- 
shore. The drums nuct the tabors raised o wildly confUBCd 
sound. 

The Kasti remimed the conversation : " I hear that Amir, 
the merchant, is coming to take Bbelua/' At this report, 
Bbola wavered, for a abort time and then ordered bb lufbmb 
and aoldiera to be ready with arms. The constnbiea and 
the peons of the Kazi also became prepared to face the eitu- 
ntion. '* Be ready to meet the enemy “ waa the cry that 
was heard tbroughout the town. The generals with daggers 
hanging from their waist-iwlta and targets in their bands 
assembled to defend tbe town of Kattani. 

Thousands of stildiefs now oome to the battle-field and 
a bard contest set in. They struck tbe drums and tabors with 
Jong sticks, and the confused uproar of the soldiers engaged 
in the fight made even the earth tremble. The army 
of Amir came up with a dash and from their guns 
issued a volley of smoke, covering the whole sky with 
darkness. 

The big cannon of Amir was fired and the Imiteta ran 
devaatating the land. So dark it grew that one could not 
say if it was night or day. Many men of the city fdl in 
the war and loud laments wore beard from tbe cottages of 
the poor and tbe lowly. Some lost their hands, others 
their legs. Some again feigned to be dead and hid them* 
selves amongst the alain. The sea itself began to tremlde 
in great cammotioti. It looked as if the fair regions of 
God were all going to be drowned. For soven days ttse 
battle raged with great fury and on tbe eighth the com¬ 
bined armies of the Kasi and tbe merchant Bhols were 
Ciimpletely ilefeaied and they made a precipitous retreat. 

A vigorous warcb was made for Bbola who was caught 
after eome time. Amir passed the iTcntenee of death on 
him Goural Dbar slapped tbe Km on the checks. Already 
his life was alaiOBt ojstinct with age. Qo roll^ 
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on tbe ground in nn uaoojiationB state and than lay like 
oan dead without sense or breath. 

Tbe yoting tnerchunt called his soldiera and sudi Ton 
have now one thing to do. This wick^ Bhdla was my 
enemy ; thougli I have taken away his lifoi my thirst tor 
vengeance is not yet appeased. I want to set up a nuimo- 
rial of Bhelua on tbs aite o£ his home. Do you 
ffcatroj his bouse, wipiiig away every sign of it and 
there on that unholy groimd dig a big pond. It is to be 
called after my wife's name " Bhelua’a pond/' 

After this, Amir went to the house of the Kasi to nee 

BbcUin. 


XtS 

Bhelua, we have already Stated, had fallen Ul at the 
house of the Kazi. She had been reduced to a skeleton 
and that bright complexion of ber's had faded and beooma 
hlaokisb. In deep dejection she had given up taking her 
meals and her head had gone wrong. At timcfi she cried 
like a child and at othem burst out into an unnieaning 
laughter. Often did she babble out an unconnected tatu 
or sang a tordmiwfti song# When Amir saw her, she had 
become stark mad. 

In this condition she was brought oit board the ebip, 
Amir aaid. “ Alael for whom have I fought this hard 
battle? The hud has faded before it bloomed. Scarcely 
was the roof of llw house completed when Providence has 
destroyed it by fire. Before water has sprung out, the 
pond dug by me has turned into a desert/' fie clasped 
tlie bands of Bbelua in deep affection, and tears fiowed 
from his eyes, but tBhelua did not say a word. 9he only 
stared with an unmeaning goie fixed ou him. 

The mercltant returned to ptjrt Safla, having adiieved 
victory in the war. There was a general illumioatton 
14 
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in the town by the order of hia parent and n warm rcca^ 
lion was accorded Lijn by. the eitizene. Ladies of all 
descriptions, boueewivee, widows and neigltbours come to 
the merchaat'a bouse ; some iuuig festive songs ond otltcrs 
cried '*Yictory,” The orcbcslm was piftycd at 

the landing gLnt and tlic whole jdtioe echoed m the aoimd 
of drums. People crowded at the landing step. The 
fourteen ships hnd returned, and one of ittein carried the 
dead body of Bbeltta. On the aea sliore a grave was dug 
out and Amir was seen wandering mght and day aear that 
spot. He had lost nil appetite. Not a word did he utter 
to convey his mental anguish. Every drop of blood seemed 
to have flowed away from his heart and his eyes showed 
no sign of tears. 

On the night of her burial^ Amir saw aevcn faiiies 
descending from heaven. They called aloud for Bbelua 
and lie saw her rising from the grave and flying up to 
heaven in their company, (U, 1-30.) 



" On ib« uigtit cil lier burin!. Amir saw tikVtin rairiea 
trom hcmvini/* 100- 
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PREFACE TO TllE BALLAD OF HATI KHEDA 
OR ELEPHANT CAPTURE 

la aa addresa dc]iTer<5d MahaiuAhopadhyaya Htiro 
Praaad Sastrv as PrtMident of tlffi eigbtli awsion the 
Bengasi Literary Conference hold at Burdwan in 1916, 
Ik referred to Bengali elephanls aa one of the chief glories 
of the province. He quoted chapter and verse from many 
scriptures to prove that the Bengalis were the first to bring 
these beasts under control, and found a system for treat- 
mfiot of their diseases known as " Hastyaurveda *' which 
is traced to 4lh ccniury B.C., if not earlier. The author 
of this work PaUkapya whs a native of Ep stern India and 
lived close by the river Ixmhitya (Brahmapiitrti) in a 
□wmutainoua diatricl which, after long cemuricE, has still 
retained its fame as the iirincipal seat uf elephants io 
Bengal. Abul Fu^I wrote in tlw Aiii-i-Akbari that the 
best types of okplijiiivs in tbe stall of the tireal Moghul 
were those recruited fioui the liilJy ranges through which 
the Brahmopuire iwaaeil. Palakapja, accordiog to m 
ancient legend, was half man and half beast. His father 
was a Riahi imuied Slunu Gayan, evidently an Aryan who 
lived in the mountainuuti regions from which the Brahma¬ 
putra flowed to the bay. The legend aays tliat hjs mother 
was a Bbe-elophant, no doubt a contemptuouft designatwo 
given to a person of some non-Aryan Iribo. \^e are 
familiar with such nomcJiflaturea, given by Aryans 
Ui hill-people audi as ' Banare' (monkey b), * Nagas ‘ 
(sej^tsy, etc. M, Saalri aaya that tlic medicinal treatise 
compiled by Palakapya though written in Sanskrit bears 
in its phraseology and metre traces of the influence of a 
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(Uultft \Tits noil-Sanokritic. In titc Uulladif un 

claplianlH, whuch have aecuml. we tiave foucid inciititin 
of tvo Noii-An'(ut experts, DUundii and Mangh, wIhuji w 
may take to be tiic desceiHlnnte of a mce of people irho Xfiiie 
Ifaf kmuroeD Ol PtiJakapya on ttio motber'a side, dwelliog on 
tlie bank of the LouhitjO' Tbey hare atili retaimid tbeir 
ancient proficiency in the art of capturing elephante and 
healing tbeir diseaaea. Even in this age vhen scientific 
methods hnre undoubted appromt and circulation all over the 
eiiliglitcned world, it is to be said to the credit of the 
ay stem that Captain Caldwell and his coSJeagues who arc 
trying to develop the method of elepbant^pture have ac¬ 
knowledged the enperiority of the Indians in the art; they 
are coming out to India to learu the accreta of the ELoda 
from the Indian hunters, some of whom were alratdy 
employed by them to train their own people in Africa in 
elepbant-capture. These elepltant-capturere of India were 
the first to invent the Kkedn, and after the lapse of many 
oenturies, tlic superiority of their system is not only acknow¬ 
ledged but it ie being adopted by scientific Europe.^ 

Tlie exact geographical area of tlic lands where these ani¬ 
mals are found is stated in the ballad itself. The hillocks 
lying to the cast of Chittagong sre linked with those of 
Tippemb, Manipur and Burma, forming a long mountain* 
ous range which may be said tO’trace their pamntage from 
the great Himalayas on the north. Tills vast tract of biUy 
land covering thousatids of aquaie miles is the dwelling place 
of ferocious tigers, beam arul rhinocerosea but piincipally of 
elephante. The natives of tbo country called Kiratau by 
filaiiu comprise various tribes »ucb as Cbakmaa, Jununiau and 
Magbs, who were at one time the best hunters In India, liv* 
ingaatbey did in tlic iuipuuotrablo jungles infested with 
tlW iliuigerotn foes to Imtnau life. Titoac billmen bad 
acquired the art of capturing the animals by iugenimis crafts 

^ fa* Ifti jtfjgifiriPt bT 1W< 
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'which tiujir Peptotation ispreatl Jar ftHd wide over the 
whole of India. Ttie Chittagong Inintera euccefieluUy en¬ 
trapped not only tigere and bears but eren the dreaded 
rhinocemsen. Three metiioda wde generally resorted to lij 

iheae hunters for eaptuling dephan is, W., (1) the fifrcde, 

tlie Portal and f3) the Pbatuui. 

Tlic Kbeda.—The word Khed<t in Bengali aeem« to 
liave been derived froin Khedan ** to drive.' Wild ele¬ 
phants are driven by stratagems into an enclosure wbere 
tliey are imprisoned. Tlwae tncloaures are called A'bedtt, 
This method of capturing tliem by lending them into Die 
A'hada ta atUl in vogue, and our present ballad denlawitli tlm 
enterprising adventure of a bunler named GoUutdan wlm 
with the lietpof n Magh nained Monglu drove more than a 
hundred elcphanta into a Kheda in the first part of the 
nineteenth cemurvi 

Tlu’ Portal hunting is an tngcuioua metliod of capturing 
the male elephants wlien under aexnal animation by setting 
tame female elephants 1^^ them into places wiicre the 
mflJjuia or drivers can eaaily chain tlwm or otherwiite bring 
them under oDoirot- The wild male elephant in the rage of 
aexual feeling in called Cooitfld and tiie tome feinale cle- 
pfianlfl are called Ktinfria^ two or three Aimlfia ore set to 
entrap one Goondd. 

The third metliod ia Phanoti or hanging. His an equally 
clever device. Tlie hitnB female eiephanta are ied into deep 
jungloa wliere t!»ey contract friendship with femaleeleplianta 
of tlie forest. Two or iliree Atmbi; sometimes bring with 
tliam one wild femnk- elephant from the foreat. Tlte driver 
watohea tfie fit time and thn>w)i n long rope in the form of a 
lialter, which ttie wild animal following ita habit, swinge 
with its trunk to and fro, and ilia watchful driver aeeka the 
cqiportUQC moment to put the rope by aome clever device 
round the neck of the animal. Tiie elephant ia thtia made 
to Wfior the halter of slavery' for life. 


lia EASTOBN BENGAL BAIiIjADS 

Tlie Jiuonuod. tlie Cliitkmatf unU uUtur LilJy tribes luvt 
rrcoiiim^ to various otJicr iitrange wnya lor huniing. A cen¬ 
tury Ago Ui(>re livc<) a iribe in CLiltngong oMued 
htIio were expert hunters, ilofc lu Bengali means a large 
can. TJh* root from which iIh> word lias been ilenved may 
lie tlic* same to W'hkh our faniiUar fAoht tu traced. The 
dah hunter UHcd to place a targe nuishal or toroh on a big 
ean anil ailvauce with it towards the wild junglea in dark 
lughta ringitig loudly a bell with one hnnd a!) the time. 
All unperceived under llic sltadow of tlw can, went forth 
another man with a sharp ecimitar in hia hand. The Round 
of the belt and tlie sight of the torch in ti» dark forest drew 
a number of ligem^ hears and even rhitKiceroses to the spot. 
The strong mnn with tlie Rcimitar iu bis linrul suddenly 
came out and killed the animals. It ia Mid that the Do/a 
hunters often fell ytetinm to snake-bite. This class of him* 
tern ia no longer to he found in Chittagong. 

The tiero of tlie present ballad Jamadur Golbadan con- 
atmeted a Khcda in tlw valley of Garjana, so called after the 
trees of that name with which it alxinnds, and suocessfaLly 
carried on bis adventurer capturing a targe Diinilier of ele¬ 
phants. His son Ochhi Minltr who died only five or six years 
ago at the age of sixty, was an equaUv enterprising hunter. 
He is tlie hero of Bnotber ballad oumpoaed by Makhut Ahmed 
of the village N'onpara (P. 0. Gujral in Ctiittagodg. Tliia 
lullnd which wan printed and piiblinbed some years age from 
the Snrnsvati Prew, Chittagong, gives a graphic ucconnt of 
the advenlurea of Ochhi Miah. We learn from it tltat Rai 
Nil-Kripto Kunda, a Zemindar of Chakbaaar in Chittagong, 
defrayed the expenses of this raid on elephants and appointed 
Ochhi Miah aa the leader of the party. Among ihis hand of 
hunters, Clioudliiiry Mnfizulla is said to have been a very 
conspicuous man. TJiey at fii»t appointed five hundred coolies 
at Supees ten each a month and equipped tliemMlves with 
apeata. guns and sworda, taking ample provision of food-atnlf 


PEEFACB TO ELEPHANT CAPTtnftE ITS 

with thctQ. 3ikdar NaEier Ati was tlietr guide in the jungly 
patli. They forluiiBtely met» B^fagh luiined Dhunchi wlio 
had an expert ktiow'ledge of all matters relating to w*i1d ani<* 
male of tlie neiglibouring foreats. Tliey entered tlie deep 
foreat. Sum] Mia, the jamadar, Sames Mia and Abdur Bnz- 
zoqiie were also on the aleit. Tliere were also other clever 
hunters with litem aitch aa Ha ham a) i, A^gat Ali and Abdul 
Jalil, Tlioy kepi the torches hurtling on the elevated (loitiia 
of tla- Jiilly iuiid. The Magli Dliiiuchi Mia, appointed on n 
jBiy of Rupees twenty o month, selected t!ie spot where tlie 
Khffla wnt> to be eourtructed. ft was a locality close to lla* 
fountain of Bhandnijnri in Bunjaihalia. Tl^ number of 
elephants they caught was forty-five. The author giv« em 
animated ilescription of tlie caiHnre of elephanta ‘—iiow 
some of these nniuiols died in their attempt to escape: from 
tlic Khf<ia : liow tin* wei vigilant Magh Bbtinchi was nt 
last trampled to death imder the feet of a wild elephant; and 
above all, how the wlwlc tieighbourhcod of Itie Kheda, 
fornicrly a waste laud, suddenly turned into a erty witli briab 
tmdf', all nblaze irith iimurocmble lights In tho comps and 
sheds, which made the nights bright as day. Many Kuro- 
pcons—tile Commissioner, the Judge, the Magistrate, many 
Bengali Babus and Mohammedans had gone there to behold 
tlie grand spectacle. The ballad m its exmduding lines gives 
an account of the sale of the elepbante—the principal buyer 
being Mobaraja Suryyn Ksnta Achartya of Mymenaing who 
IiurctiAHorl nearly ttie whole lot for Rupees forty thousand- 
The elephants were made to cross tltc Kamaphuii cud tlie 
Kuukiijji and proceed toivards the north to tlie h^t of Garang 
from where tliey W'erc taken to the [lalace of Uie Maharaja 
at Myroensiug. The other bnllsd. which is published here 
for the first timt*, was composed by the iUitorato peiiSAiitry 
of Chittagong about a hundred years ago. Who the iuitlior 
of the ballad wao, commt he traced, but Bahu Asutosh 
Choudbury gi)tl^re<l parts of it from fl} Majbul Almied, 
IS 
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(2) Amir Hnnzi of Rajaliat (P. 0. KarigudJa), (3) Makmn 
All of Agartaln^ (4) lUiktn, h ijilt-mnn of tbe Juminia tribe, 
native of Cliiimri, (5) Bnau A3i uf village Karaidanga au<l 
(ft) AH Kliau of Chanatsao (P. 0. Fanchalasb). 

The great pairiR tiikcn bjr Mr, Choudhury io coUceting 
wnipH from tliese sources, involving very difficult jciiimcy 
into the interbr of tk* jnugies, cmuiot be loo bigbly praised. 
He viiiited tlie of Rcngnlbalia, Rriinati and Mabianj 

juid often paased a whole day witbuui any food, 

TJte Klieda of tiw present bnUjid wps constructed within 
the jurifidiDtion of P. Bhtuu tn f^bittagong. Babu 
AatitusbClioudhury hiiH sent mr n niapot CoakBajcar sketcln^ 
ju 1914-ld, wliich sJtowa tJw esact position of tlic loeaUttes 
ineiitioned in the ballad. Tlie jteak Kliamataug fias been 
itientioned in the hnllad allying to the cat^i of Gurjania but it 
is really to tlie north-west of that bill. This, however, is no 
nusiake. On enquiry it has Ixseii found that all tlie hills to 
tlie east of P. Bamu nrt: pojmlarly callcil by the general 
iiKtae of Garfuni. Tlutse hills timy k> timoed from it vil¬ 
lage called Chakrnarkul. It is evident that Ciolbadan con- 
'•imcted ht» Khu’da on the wipti of Khiimiitiing ntountain, 

Tlie bHilad is full of life and nnirantion. It is composed 
in rapid versca, ull in brisk nietm, su that one might 
funcy Ifaoi he heard the very rattling ^und of tlie weapons 
tmd iiupkuieuts carried by tin; hiuiters. The description 
is vivid and nwift—witlioiit any su per Quit iea, TIk- 
interest that lUo peasantry felt in ilie ontertirisiiig liunt 
for ckphuiiU ofteii invulving a risk of life, lends its 
iiitcnse exciiement to the audience of (he song wlm feet 
thoir hearts throbbiug as the verses are recited, des¬ 
cribing tlie auimatid chase. The languago in which tbi; 
ballad b compos©! ia of suprcuu? interest to the pbilologiat, 
Tliougb evidently written by a Moliamincdon, tlicfi: la no 
obtrusive dement of Farsi an or Urdu words. The ballad 
is composed in pure Bengali of Eastefn Bengal in it» original 
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Prakrit form. The eooiitry ndapa, the pccnliaritics of 
expre.<iriou anil a ^alaav of iniliganoua idioms and phrogea 
nbiio^titcly free from Samdcritic influeoce, showing their 
clearest affinity «?ilU A.rdha 3£agliudic Prokril-^ll combine 
to give tills liallnd ti JinguiHtia imporlaivce wliicli will, I am 
Biirc. receive due approcidtioo from sohoki's. 

This ballad whm vctii lo me by Bnliu Asiitosli ChoiuJlion' 
from Cboudhury Pnra Lmio, Tarujikimiutidif Chittagong, on 
llie 3ri1 of April, 1£)27. It coutains 43B Jlnca, wUicIi 
1 have dirided into 10 eimtos. 


lUNKSHCBAJmns SttN 



TIm C«ptaF« qI SlsphattU 
1 

My olKiBauco to Aliok anil, nexti my respectful Balams 
to NpUu At R grent distance, the sky shines wiiti the light 
of the *(UJi and t!ie tnoon, Ittaumenible stars, besides^ vran> 
der about like in the rest expanse. How wonderful 

Is the Ivind ilint dug the great ocean, ilie Jlut^-ing nversi 
und oonatructed tiw great sandy banks. Wonderful ia the 
hand tliat dug but wth iiml heaped it to form liilla, and 
that jwurs rains from the sky with roaring sound. Won* 
dertui is tlie skill with which the bands, tlie feet and 
the lieadfl of men and antmala are made, and strange ia the 
art that conceals tJje tjw in life seed and invf^ta iTie tree 
with leaver, Tlwro is tiolliing that tlie Lord canturt do. 
He can nt hie will lum the surtiiy day into a dark night. 
At a Iwre signal from Him the monarch lums a fakir and a 
man of Satanic nature turns n saint. This life and this 
bonne with it-'i acciimulAted riches are not of any real value, 
riiey are tnisteady ns is the water on the leaf of the kocAu 
plant. The day is not far oil, my friend, wlicn the last 
breadth will ho drawn nnd with it all will be over. Death 
with a wnnd in his hand stands waiting at the gate, Why 
should you, my friend, sorrow over this house (body) soon 
to be dcserieil. After death tJjc day of judgment will come. 
Oh 1 Allah, oh Lord, forgive me for my sins, fLl. 1-9*3.) 

n 

Oh ! my Mend, listetj to the story as to itnvv tt» de- 
plnnts are captured, Tlie (ale in a wonderful one. No bigger 
animal lives in the world than the dephant, H is snidthnl 
rf«> young one of IhUanimal lives in tlie womb of its moilier 
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for/nil eleven yi-uiri; bofm-e it is Wlwii tiw wild 

aniiiinl itmrfi in tliv foretils, tiyfrsimd bcatv eii* frightened 
nud tliej' fly avny in nlaijn. n^t llw timr of >1 m‘ iloliviTj* of 
tin* yoniig one, the innther Iwf hcoil n^faliwl liiHu sn 

vcbeuicnlty llint (tliey lrv?iiilikv Tlie Jeg^ of im ele* 
plmnl fine like big |HlIaT>i of a godown. If ti nmn owing lo 
Ills ill luck falls in Uie wf«y of n wild eJepJiinil near a liill, 
the Kuiinal look® likn ibe veritable dofttl) tvitfi a war* 
rnttl in lii»i liamU tin two large ears are verily like winuow-f, 
its two lusks nre like two fully devclcjjeil nulisliefi in tlif 
moiiib of January, and ila imiik look^ like the 

husking macbine^rf^tfjli. It always Araiks with its Ijeod 
lient down. Cnnridmiig it?' giganlie wfie, tlu? eyes ««■ 
too aninil audits stomaeb looks liken big ininit»t. God 
is tn bp tUmvkeil that this large ujiinial has iwo puisII eyes. 
What a danger wr»ulil ii Lave- lievti if iIm* inigiity ek'idinnt 
ciHihl Nit' it* own va*il wlf ! 1-1(1,) 


MI 

Lj ihc deplhs of foiiM tlasiM'lci*hnids wander in Inrge 
Iiuiiibers, lieu oateh hold o( Hiem, rumlrurtliig Afii'drt 
and hy other hy ♦lint yf their Lntolligcuce. The fooi- 

»iqis of the Wst» ore lo W sw-n in rcgtilar older and IIjp 
banter with a weaiion in l\h hnild piirsnes llieni to the liilla 
where iliese bulky animals Jive jnid from where they emne 
down tn tlie valleys. 1 liiive lu'nrd necotmt^ relating U> 
theBp wild animaU from old men mid women of ttw 
countryside and lam going to rulnic them to you, 

TUere is a hill on the punI of Chittagong wlnise [leiik 
touches the very sky. There live the wild Kiikie, the 
Murings imcl oUier wild trilip* in linitpinef*. On crossing 
tliP limits of tlw Knki hill one eomw tn i\ deny* forejd where 
tliere are tnUlTees, bnmbou grove? ami long rpcds imd ntmwft 
of various sltPfics, This forest eorere ninny n mile, Thant 
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seems to bo tio cod or limit to it. By day sod night impe- 
turtrablc dtirkov^ pervades this cxpaimvc region. If one 
starts on foot from one cod of this forest, lie mjiy expect to 
reach the other in six rnontli'^. Elepluinta have this 
clioractenstie that they always livetogctlicrin hirgo numtiers 
and where they Ui'o there no hoar or tiger is to be aeon, 
No binl dan.'^ fly in tlw sky above tJie ground trcHtden 
upon Uy tliciio huge dwellcriii of the forest, tn the 
tnnk< of till! locality where ilu> clopliiiDis aport, no liih 
is to be faiind. The elepbants out of Hboer pleaauro root 
out huge tn.vH'. Wliat aim 11 1 say of this <11 am a 1 niKi illimi'' 
tnhle forcal? For thottaands of miloa there are no other 
umniaU to bo aoen. Ou the sontli of Ihia forest lies n. pUoe 
knotvn as .\tiil>aphaJiiuK There dwell tlie elephant*hiintcre 
of the Bnriiieae race, plying their irade with courage. On 
tlii) Qiirlli is llie land known aw Pohaiut Pari bo enlied after 
tlic f&iry*likc Manlpuri female dancers who dwell there, 
and oil Ihcenst h a detighirui spoi wliere the w'hito elphanto 
drink water from the frawady, (LI. l-i24j 
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Onoointlie month of Kovember when rice grew rii>e in 
the hreexe tluii blew in tlie pastoral fields^ the roar of tlio 
olepliants was heanl from the tops of the bill Karal^dear, Col* 
our disappcaretl from the faces of billmeii who apprehended 
the apptunch of these formidable destroyers of their harveats. 
The Jiunm^ made their temporary slieds om bamboo plat¬ 
forms and the Boogalees retired into the very receseea of 
tljcir forest houses. TboBe whose homws lay at the foot of the 
htlU conaidered thoLr lives to be in iaiminent danger every 
moment. The wild onimnls meantime destroyed their rtpo 
poddy in ilw eostom awamiw, Tlie plongh-inun who had 
hnpwl to have a rich harvest of migar-cundy found the pUnto 
all eaten up, U WM Giid'a boo urge they ’ though I. Large 
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tracts of laods whicli tlie^ IumI l^rought under tlic plougl) 
lookodlikc « desert. Meiijr of tbem found tboir smiling fields 
of brisjel and radish tiKfrcileEsljr smothered and others cried 
having lost their harvest of wheat. The wild animals not 
only destroyed the field j>roducts but also materially damaged 
their landa trampling them imder their huge feet. Thom 
tvas an old u'oman jintned KaiVfiantr jIfA. fHic laim*ntcd the 
loss of her kidney iNjan nnd tlio damage done to Iwr fields. 
The peasants struck tlieir heads nith their hands and 
lamented that no iiroTiaton was left there for tlie coming 
year, so the ohildreti and uomen would starve, 

Chortitt, 

Kjcpoeeil to liie rain and fiunsliine w'e plouglicd 
the lands with enre. Tltene wild animals have destroyed all 
our hopes. We have no money, no house and we wenr 
rags. The oniamentii of our women Itave liecu mortgagiHl 
for purchase of agricultural implements aud licavity tn- 
debted arc we to tlie hankera. How can we eapect to clear 
the debt ? Our granai? is witiamt rice. ' How shall I 
feed the little darling, twdvc montha old,' crieil one. ll is 
due to ill-luck that the wild elephants have mined our 
proapects. God's anger tioa ovmalcen us study.*’ 

Tlie peasants i>egaii to lamcnl in this way, Tlte tulU 
tribes known as Jumma and Chakma fell into great distress. 
The cutters of bamboop and long grasses faced a eevera 
trial. Near the sltKpes of the hill, the ways were deserted 
by men for fear of these wild beasts. 

The tigern iind tlie beam all fled awa}' frum tljc forest 
and the birds ceased to fiy in the sky. Tlie terrible animals 
then moved towards tlie eouth and pursuing tlw [sitli at 
tlie foot of the IiiN came to a place uiiincd Dul Bajara neat 
the Cliiimti liiJI^. The men tltcrc hr beat oT drums 
annoimcrd the advent of this terrible scourge, from the 
eastern hills, dreaded as death. Tlui report npraad far and 
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iicAr causing coosttintstioii to s)L But h fpw maj flocpptly 
chfihfihcd tbe liop« of ciipturing tlicBO auimalB by cot)- 
Btruotiug Khedn, 

Tlte land iidjoiniug tlw fountain is aahy 

itnd Bonip piioplt' liogiin to couatruct licdgoe on selected 
ploia to bo ultiiuately developed into A’JkJo. Some of tbe 
ImtitcTH made JfAcdu in Dul irajam, olliers in tbc slopes 
of tile Oinmti liills. Near the river's the Koctolaiig, 
tbe SnbUbmg tind tbe Itlnini, elepliaiit-liimtera wIjo 
were atrangetfl iliere, ttutideieil tibjui to seize the 
unTmals. 


V 

Far to the enstof Kagbnxar near the inouthof tlie consl 
Baglin Klmli, there is a dense and impenetrable forest 
Tall liarjon tiiccs wliose heads touch the shy are to be seen 
there, as if planted by divine himda in grovet* and it tahes 
a persoti half » day to go round them, Besides ilic Gaijan 
treesi tlicre ate Jnrul and Gambbinia and c’uncs called the 
tiftitak* In this deep foreal there, nb ve Lave nlready stated, 
is s particular spot vUich tbe Uuniera s^elccted for con¬ 
structing a Sheda on. Tluw ia a fountain of salty water 
and in llie month of December the elephants flock in the 
neighbourhood of it. There is another fountain close by of 
which the wnier is sweet like the milk of tlw (xicoanut. It is 
called the mitlwi Hihuni or the 4^\wt Bpnug, and on the 
south of it lies the country knotvn as Bosliaug (Arakan) 
wltere robbers tvander about and stah stratigero if they find 
an opportunity. 

Now, my friends, the tigers and the Maghs (tlin 
Burmese) have the same spirit a ltd tiiey belong to tlte 
name country. If the latter get in tboir hands crooked 
knives of tlieir peculiar make, then woe betides tin? un¬ 
fortunate wayfarers- 
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ClOM to t-He pliu?e of these GariMi trees once came grest 
flocks of oicphouta. The deer, the Gojof unfl leopords 
of striped colour uil M away in fear* There were huge 
(mrpeuts in these hilly places, wlio^e mouths gaped wide at 
the time of inhaling hfeath which hlew like gale, it was ro 
poisonous that animals fell dead as tliey inlialcd it. The 
huge tails of these wrpenlaley ou one aide of the biU and the 
heads on another, so Taat was llieir siBC. They awalloued 
goats and other auimaie and were called Ajogar or the 
fiwflllon cr of goats. These auimaln uudcriiiood that the huge 
clephauta were coming and forthwith retreated into the 
big boles at the foot of tin? Iiilla* Tlie jaeJ^la remained m 
llieir rtwaw* under ground and did not gi*e forth their 

yeliB at the usual Imura for fear. 

In the month of January, tlw jatmAar began tltoae 
operations by wbieb the elephants were to be cajitured. It 
ie a wonderful lute which, I hope, my friendfl will bear with 
me when I relate. 

Long ago, the Chittagong limUera of hlack colour came 
to> tlwsp hvlla of Garjan trees. They wanted to oonalnict a 
fCAedo T their leafW waa Golbadan Jomadar, This man 
was a great wrestler and iwssessed huge pUysteal atrcngtlt. 
He commanded the respect of tk‘ people of bis community 
aitd was known for Ids sagacity and fore^ght* His fame 
had spread far and near as a groat capturer of elephants. 
Even the beaTs and tigers of the forest, it ia aaid, respected 
his pre&ciiee and paid him salenjK. 

Id his front and liclund him were fifty coolies of whom 
some were t!<juipi»rd witli spears and othore with guns. 
They irere aceompnnieil by a rhotiiidor who was always on 
llie alert aiid knew* how to guard against danger, Tliey 
look with them a large number of apados, aies, ropes and 
strong cords. Ttiey provided themselves with sufficient 
fioe, cbilliehi and oil. Tims equipped, tl«y arrived at the 
slopes of Garlnn tre^s, 

Ifi 
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It the biting cold of JAtitiitry, They treaibled as 
they advAUCcd. Not a word manated from tliflir mouitif: uii] 
even tlK! soimd of tliofr brcatli wa» not l>oar<L They crossed 
Hmnti fiiltnciih nnd mounts. They siirtnoimted oamUs, riTorg 
und innoy a fttopo in tbift wny nml when they n 

fountain, they cooked rice near ti under tlte shade of some 
iree. t^ome of ttiem Buffered from pain all over their body 
for they had no rugs or warm elolliea to protect thorn fiom 
ootd. Some of tliem suffered from bowiiel complainte ae a 
result of eating ttvc Hiba fish, stuffed with salt. Some 
beoomc reatlm and regretted their ooming to the strange 
land where death stared them in the faccj and othem 
cUniog theniaelves on thoir hiiga and baggages began to think 
about their homes. One of them said, "Aloe I wo have dug 
our own graves and we are to blame for il. My little boy 
still Bucktes, BO helpless is he. Wlio will pmteot him? 
Who will, alas, provide ray family with food and repair 
the roofs of my Gtraw-boiiaes. Tempted by the prospect 
of capturing elephants in the Kheda, we have brought 
ruin upon ourselvea. Kow happy was i when at home, 
I have pierced a spear into ray own breast and with my own 
luinda. The jack hangs far above on the bough nnd before 
getting it in my hands. I have besmeHred my Ups with oil,"* 

<L1. 

vn 

There ia a lieautifu! vlJInge in the coimiry of the 
Chnbmos named Chammemku). There live the .Tummsa 
and the Clmkmaa in smitl huU. They are a strange people, 

* TH# If #tkrs ran * wtw «tiaf ■ iaia*fMU.«wH. 

Itnm Ifl «U a« tfcftr utt&tlwTH ta pnilacl It (fw tO* «| Ui« 

frflL Whffl «B> il tee coKf af me a— If *q^ Mtar^rfa*, hal MW hi 10* l«|f n«, 
p*iipte Imptf biv lb« ^iv ftbfab t#r*n tb bit Im ibt 

\lma tl ^ woflt * Uf* ‘ k vHf !■ plmm ^ tfa# 
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tbcir women withoiu uti[l nn? void of any eetme of 

abaiiie: they roora atHiiit freely without n^raint. TJicy 'vear 
a shurt valltHl Ivbotaa wlih'li ii^ iml Inuij enough to cover 
their Iwrty, being only Iwounil it httlf rtibihtlootj. They Jin! 
not jo the contJXil of their piifcnts nr tlieir brothers. They 
cover their breai^t^ with ii slri|i nf cluth called ]»iuijn and 
do ool fiiini to liide their fare with veH», Tliose women ol 
Jiitnmns and ChukmaK are ah!4ohik'1y free and iiotecl their 
own husbands without Uking tlie coitwnt nf their yaitnti^ 
II IK strange tlial women do tiot Jtl all eniti or fear 
their men! 

There was u general uniongsi tht^* Chuhnim^ nojiieit 
Munglu. He wan n great iiiun and hk no me wan kimwii all 
over the country. He had a large niiniber of ttmennd h«lfa* 
loce in his sheds and he pueAes^cd a VMt filol nf amhle Innda. 
His inuome from the sale of ]/nlfatr canea alone nmoUJited 
to a ihuusaui] nipccs a year. He had grown very old and 
bud no teeth in hia gntna; but still he liked to chew betel 
Icavfti, which tm did with the help nf his lootlilesa 
gums. At the time wtten the iiicidenta id our story iMcurred 
be wti8 eighty year a old. 

Golba^in came to the house of this Chaknia-gcsaernl— 
Mungla. Mnngla told him. “I know where the wild 
elephantb live, for 1 have nit my Ufr wandered over the hills 
and 1 know well the paths inthispttigly land. I odvisa you 
to slay at my house ivith your uion. You will have ptooty of 
rice grown In my own lands and there will be no wajil of 
vegetables in niy gardens. The women of uiy Iwuse know Jjow 
to propurc tbickenoil curd, ubii'li.lf siiuee/.ed, iIoca not yield 
a tifop of water. Live in this aiuntiy-hoiiie of mine for a 
time and t aasiirc you tliat you will have plenty of elephants 
osa reward for your enterprise at the lime nf returning 
Louie, 

Goibodan was right glad at tlte worda of Mnngin, tlie 
Chakma leader, and had hia temporary lodge llioni. With 
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tbe old (^haknin general ihcv n'lmilor^d aIwui in tlu! fon^l 
Uiiliking an to when elophaiiit would Ooiuq, 

Nights and dfiju pa$s(^[t in this wuj' till n long Lima was 
ovof. There wns no clue ns fa) tJie (ocjility of the eleplmnfai 
JinU Ciolbadnn was greotj nlarnioil. “ 1 Iirvo ooiue to a great 
dlafameo,” tiiDu^Ut ho, the Itisses mvolveil in this journey 
will be rniootia, Uy creditor wilt seize my proporty, house 
end all cind T slmlt iiavo Lo live the etirscd life of waut hid¬ 
ing myself from others like a thief in oiy own country," 

He was ibinkiiig id this strain^ seated under the shadow 
of a tree wiwjn appeared lo him an informer wlio said, “ Take 
heart, my friend. In the near forest u targe number of 
dephants b hathing/' Instantly at the words of the mnn, 
Golbadon rose from his seat and accompanied by his Sirdar 
proceeded towatds the BpoL. Tltey walked slowly in great 
fear, so slowly tluit they did not hear tlie sound of their own 
fuotsicps and of ton did they hide themselves behind the trees 
for lear of lieingobserved. Presently they saw a large number 
of elephants drinking water from llmfomittiiu and for u time 
Goibadair was at hia wit's end lo devise a plan for catching 
the aiiiiiiiiU. After sometima be came to a ileciaion and 
explained lib plan lo Hu- people of his party. They put 
their beads togellicr and consulted about the schonac of 
Golhadaii ; tbeir next move woa lo proceed to wards ttie hilt 
named Itgarh, Xext they w'cnt ahead of the fountain, near 
whicb they saw tliii signs of elfipboiit’e footatepa. These 
were fresh and there was no doubt tliat ittose elephants 
Lad come there just a little liefore. The Sirdar said, 
■'No doubt the anitmils ore Lore. We will anyhow catch 
them, f mlUadaii took heart at hie encouraging words. 

TIk) coolies arrived Itiere with the Chowkidor and the 
Sirdar. The latter gave orders, " NW advance, my friends, 
and cleverly catch bold of the aoimaR” 

Two peakfl of hills appcareil in the eaat ond west, and in 
the south there was a delightful slope. l)n the north was a 
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fountam; the slreiin whb fluwitig hut the water waB not 
prorufic, Tbe Bmail slope would laeniture about an 
acre. Near llu* fountain was & deep aliade created by 
banana anil other plants. They perceived that it was thfi 
b jm“n" pUtitB that bad attracted the wild beaata and tliat it 
was in tlie deep shade that lliey must bare linen lurking, 
Tben did the coolies go to the forest, cut down the huge 
trees and brought tliem to the slope, .\ftef this tliey plnut.' 
ed the woods and niade nn enclosure with them, TliO 


huge trees were jdanteil at the distanee of u cubit from 
each. Each of thetw trees measured ibree cubits in circum¬ 
ference. They were planted deep in the underground and 
thus a regular fort was itiwle and tliiB in the oountryaide 
people called A'hcda. Strong ropes were often used 
^r binding lightly one pillar with another and liuge 
blocks of wooil were tied with the pillars crosswise. Though 
thb fencing waf strong enough Ihey put a large mimber 
of wooden supports fititn t>chind, so that the pilbr? might 
not abakn when pushed by violent force, 

Golbiulan said, *' But 1 ain tiot yet mirc, Pusii, my 
brethren, tlicsc pillam aud try ttwir strength. It is not a 
child's play, l^uw that the ferociuiis and wild itnitnnls 
will apply their whole strength in pushing the pillars. So 
OUT Kked^ should he a formidable ojre with power to 
resist.” 

On the north and south of the KbfM they propare^I two 
doorways. Above them lay two huge doota made by wood¬ 
en blocks tied with strong ropes aod these were placed 
hundred cubits abovs the ground, Tliey could ho 
brought down or lifted np by means of a targe pulley. 
TIte two doorways were made along the same lino. 

Inhere wns no knowing from which direction tlie elcpbanta 
would come. U it possible for men to make any guesa 
as to the strange movements of tlicso animals ? The Sirdar 
said, *' Do out loee time, nay (rieuds. Just walk slowlv 
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anti BiienUy and gradually surrciuiw] the animoU, Sgme of 
3 ' 0 <i aluiiild [iroueod towitrdB the north far beyond tJietia|a]ia 
ftirestff; mid a tiulc to ibnt easl of lbi» pliwo you will find n 
|iolk'c by the side ql the Kliiida^-hlistli (cuunl), Those 

of you who would go to the eouth must come lo the Dhcba 
to serutirijiit: the plaoa and see if lliere lie imy nigit of tiie 
ireiul of clophntkta. A large nuiiiber of men Is to proceed 
toivurdB the east, tt ie Mfell knowu that it b the favourite, 
pliu.-e (if the elejilitints, I reijiioat yon to guard yourself 
against danger as you are going far off. I warn you, riiy 
friende, wlieii you will have reached the enatem hills you 
need not go further up ; there you have the pruspecl of 
meeting the auiuialH but beyoial that no seereh is 
necessary. (LL 1-94.1 


vm 

Tlic simri day of winter ixuues to u close ne rf abruptly. 
Wbt-n Uhi pui'ty had readied the Garjaniu liilis, darLnees 
thickened on all sides. The eitqutrero hid themselves 
behind a Inse and walked cauiicmsly, If they caught the 
least sound, they retired inuj some safe recesses. U was 
a very dmiBe forest and they tried to find ooiim: means tu 
catch the elephants just like a hshennau who wamlem 
about the bank of a river throwing his uet here mul iboTO. 
Near the KheJa oo the top of the hillock tl» ChowtidoTS 
kept watch ; some of them had made a sort of house on 
Ibe boughs of trees and inU-ntly looked around from (hat 
seeiire aliode. 

Those of the people ivhu had gone to Khamunjmuda 
lieard the iwnind of elephants in (lie bamboo groves. On 
hearing the sound they proceeded two luJles more townrdH 
the cost and there stopped. They bad altort acobbarda 
fastened to tbeir waiste. They scarcely uiteretl a word. 
Their limbs wum almost paralysed by liu! cold of denuary. 
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Many Icuves had fallen on the ground in winter. Tlicy set 
fire to these. Their short scablmrds iht’V had faRU^ned to 
their w'nis^ts And they scaroely ottered o word. Tliey wimned 
thenrHdvee hy tl» fire prtidurod by the leaves and wotMls. 
It wnf? II (lurk night and the cold wind wptg blowing rroin 
llte north. Tlioy had wl fire U» llw forest uo the lojis of 
the hitlH. The tall bamhiwa now and then hegnti In Inirpt 
by I he fire, and smoke isgiwl from the liandwo groves ax they 
were slowly biimi. Tbn elophnntH na they heard ihr ^nind 
of the bursting of the banthoos were ulartned. They rame 
a lUlle to the east and evidently perceived that men wen.* 
porsuiog them. The fire on tho top of tho bills now 
become fully itblaze tlluminoting the sky. The L'lephnnta 
now took o northern eonroe. They lifted op thsir triinka 
Odd ran witfwut looking bnhirKl. Tliey did not atop 
until they hod reached the banka of the Klmda-khnfi. 
They asocinbled Ihero and atayed. 

In the meantime the Intnters were already stntionMl 
there. Owing to the bititig cold of January some of them 
were drawing their tolnaceo'ptpo with il) their force. The 
forest WB9 imponetrablc nnd the darkneea r»n less so. 
Some of tbem Itnd slretehed their legs and were repenting 
in that Attitndc. tltbenr were half asleep taming on their 
aidea. Some were smoking while otfrers sontebed tlie prpcn 
from their fmnds hut 'there was it ailenct) which nobody 
dared break. Jnst at tho time they liearil tbo meUiog of 
leaves and their surprise was great when they heard the 
voice of the big nnimaia. They immediately stood up 
nil in haBle and began to cry elond in order to threaten 
them. 

Tlwro tvns all confuRton and every one raised am uproar. 
Some were aomiding their horns. Others were striking 
aplit hamboos against one another which createil n great 
Ronnd, Some were shootiog up locketa but to spite nf all 
their sound and fnry, each of them felt that it was a eroat 
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tnomcnt ot bb life, iiipolvmg a eeriotift rlak. The moro 
ilevoiit of ibe ptiiiy began t© scraam out their prayer 
< ); otbera began t© ring a brnsten bdJ with all force 

and a few shrlokerl as the kukh of the Tipperah hitle use 
to do. 

At tile risk tif their life and not at all caring for itj 
they devised various roeana by which eventually they Bucceed- 
ed in turning the elepbantB from the direction winch tliey 
were following. When the ant mala turned tbeir face 
eofltward, they were alArinet! at the sight of fire on the 
billa. The huntera drove them from Imth aides Bud they 
were obliged to Luke a sou them direction, llicy broke 
with their tusks huge branches of the trees and hurried fast, 
wbilo the hunters, rcmainijig behind filled the sky with 
their loud damoure full of absurd abusea. 

'* Oh hqge animafa open your large ears and listen to 
our words. If you go astray, know that we will set fire 
and kill you all, Be all attention and listen to what we 
soy. Do not take a dgzag course, that will be riiinoos 
to you.” 

The elephants did oot understand tlto dever device of the 
hunters. They approached the fountain and then prooee<1- 
ed towards the Khcda. As they went on their heads struck 
against tall trees and for a time lliey knelt down mtd 
looked forward with their small oyea. This ie the 
characteriBlie oI the ebpliuitn that they seldom trirowl 
from their oouree ; tlioy follow^ one direction and never 
deviated from it, 8© whoierer trees and plants fell in 
their way, they either broke with their tusks or tied 
down. Within tim fChcdn many bananas and plantains 
wore planted. The fioh cannot know tlie net spread for 
catching it. The elephant also c!Ould not understand the 
purpose of the vegetable plants grown there. They were 
all delighted at tt» proapect of a lumptuous feast, whlcb 
was rwfly a device to capture tboifjvbole race. Gradually 
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large flocks of these aoitnelB ceme to the doar^way of 
the Kbeds over which end far abotw tl^ ground the gnards 
were wntching sU alert. Tlieae guards felt ibeir heart 
palpitating and were breathleaa in fear. They were holding 
the cord of the pulley without oiBkiog any aound. 
Gradually the elephanta drew forth with their tronka the 
tender Icaree and brancbea of the banana plants and after 
a time, they ware found all within the Kbeda, 

The wild male elephants were clever and tried to 
turn back, but the guards all on a sudden let loose the 
cord of the pulley. The two door-ways were thus 
iDgeniously closed and many elephants were made 
captives. 

The East waa lit op with a glow and it was understood 
that the night waa coming to a close, Within the Khedslay 
more than i hundred elephants made prisoners in this way. 
The hunters and the oooUea all assembled there and guarded 
the eocloautt! on all sides. They had hundreds of torches 
in their hands, b^es tpeara and arrows. They sot firs 
to the hills. The wild elephants in great fright began 
to move wildly within the enclosure. Alasl they had 
no path by which they could make their exit. When 
they realised their aituation they oil Bcreame*! together in 
despair. TboLr voice made the very hills tremble, and it 
seemed as if a great flood was rushing in with a tremendous 
bat. In restless pain, they began to cry and the whole 
enclosure looked I'ke the field of KBrabsla. 

The wild elephants began to strike their heads against 
the Gssuri posts, ilas I poor animals I tliey knew not tbu 
device to break the pulley. If with their trunks they would 
pull the msebinerj, the whole thing would give way in no 
time and the eudoaurc would break | but tha foolish 
elephants did not pull but pushed tbo door-way further back 
with thsir heads. With their trunks, they could easily pull 
down huge trees but without doing tbe Eame in respect of the 
17 
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tvoodcD poles of the eooloauret they simply^ pushed them bf 
means of their bead and (he result was they were entrapped 
the more in itu* net. Like the butlook whoaG eyes are covered 
nith a piece of doth, ■«:> thnt it wanders in n circle round 
the oiUmachine over ngniti, the atiipid animals repeated 
the same course of pushing without improving their 
aitiiatinu a bit but making it worse each time. The 
guards wore moving about on all sides of the Kt>pd a 
and OB soon as the olcphmita approached tho enclosures they 
attacked llmm with tbdr long apeois, Wbos unable to bear 
tliepain, they pushed the eudoture again^ the guards set 
dre to the rockets and threw tlietn within. These bursting 
inside the Khedn caused a panic among the lieasts who 
now helplessly shed sbowera of tears from their small 
eyes. 

Then the hunters commenced tlieir play with their fire¬ 
works. The rocket wont high in the air and the 
another kind of firework, burst on the ground with great 
sound and light. The deafening roar of the fireworks made 
the animals etuuned with fear; same of the hunters fiimf 
their guns and others threw bombs, tn great fear the 
elephants kneeled down ami than rolled on tlie earth. 

The night slowly passed away and the sun like 
a red ball appeared in the horiKOii. At the 

sight of daylight, the dephsnts began to jump. There 
was TiQ trace of the plantain trees within the euclnaure. 
They had trodden down the eiraws and the grasa. 
which reduced to dust, fiew up in the air. They then 
ttUflcked one ojiulhcr and it was a terrible sight to 
behold the mad attempts of over n hundred elepbants 
within that small compfiss. It ajcmetl that the Kfieda 
would not bf silting immigli (>< hold within it the ferocious 
cmimak, 

Tlie Jatnadar Golbadan now (elf the approach of » new 
danger ond tliough it was severe cold, ho began to perspire 
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ill fear. He becHiue greatly fllnrmed stuI ontercH his men 
to bring A frcah supply of hantlfi from the viiluge, *' I want 
another five hundred strong young meo. After the day n'UI 
hoover grim night will epproarhiui. li will he » terrible 
trial,*' be said. He ordered them to gather wooden alt jjdoe 
of the Kheda and heap them up tor making e fine, if necoe* 
aary. "1 want/* lir said/* a tliouaand tcurhes to bo utiido 
with toga. Theae, you abould take care lo see, iiin.Ri 
not be wot hut dry and combuetiblo. When the night 
came and tbu bunters were feeling their oydida heavy 
with sleep, they beard a great «uund oamitig fruiii the 
oaatflm Mum, The hunters advanecKl with torrhea in (heir 
hands and were alarmed to soo that a largo fiuck el ele¬ 
phants stood very near them, ft they wmdd nppmftch a 
little imarer, there would l>e no hope of their lives. These 
wild ctephauLt were slowly advancing lowarde tltc Kheda 
The informars gave report to the Jumndar of the great 
danger that was near. Their very skin ^^eetned to humt 
in fear and all of them trembled like banana leaves. 
Outside the FJieda there was a great uproar made by the 
wild elepbants who were coming to meet their comrades 
within the Kheda- Lt those wild animala would break the 
fenw of the enclosure, it would be all over with the bnn- 
ters in no time. The MabainmadaDe began to offer their 
prnyere loudly and the ilindiie cried,"Jai Kaii“ (Victory 
to Kali); tha Bannese recited. "Para" (Oh Lordl) 
ami called on Nlrauiana to save tliem from the danger 

At this juneturc, tha himters again opened lire and 
threw bombs on all aides. They lighted bundrode of 
torches which made the dark night apfkpar like day. They 
made a bugn tire with the itoikIs they had gstheied. The 
flames tohc high up in the air. The wild atiimal# outside 
the Khcda took fright and fled away into the forest as fast 
as their heels could carry them. 
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Slowly and in great nnxtely on tlie part of tbe huntere 
did four days pass* The ebpLattes became totalfy GxhauBted 
vritbin tbe Kheda, They were witliniU food for nt! these 
days and tbcir strength utterly failed them. When U»y 
tried to move, they oould not do so hut fell down on tbe 
earth rolling. The huge male elephant who had led the 
flock inm tha enclosure! evidently abowed hta great disappoint¬ 
ment and grief r for team were seen streaming from both of 
his eyes. This Qaonda elephant now bured the earth with 
bis huge tusks and fell down and died. 

Next the Jamedar brought ten tamt elephants and made 
them enter the Kheda, It was a wonderful sight. Bound the 
Kheda they constructed another encbBure, Within this 
outer Khada rowa of plantain trees were planted and a new 
door-way was made. Tins door-way was just enough for a 
single elephant to pass. When one elephant came out to 
the second enclosure, being attracted by tbn eight of the plan- 
tain trees, the door closed. Two tame elephants wore set to 
escort the wild one that had eomfl into the seoond Eheda. 
The wild one fed itjjclf on tbe plantain leaves. Ijcedtess of 
anything else, and now listen, my friends, bow this wild 
elephant was gradually tamed and bound. 

Beneath the stomach of the tame elephant, lay a driver, 
covered with a linen, hiding himself oa best as tie could— 
careless of his life. At a signal from tbe driver, one of tbs 
tame elapbanta came forward and pressed tbe wild one with 
all its power. Another tame elephant then came io front and 
with its trunk pulled the wild one in a friendly way. Beiog 
pres^d by tbe two elephants, tbe wild creature could neither 
move this way nor that. Those animals were flufficienUy 
strong to bold in check the wild one, enfeebled by struggling 
and famished for four days. It was thus reduced to a state 
which made it impossible for it to move on any side At 
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(his stage came the driser, thanlrs to bia skill and bravery, 
down from tiU retreat under the stomacti of a tame elephant 
and bound the two feet of the wild one. Thus tl» wild 
animats were captured one by one, and the success ol the 
Kheda was achieved by the hunters. 

Highly satished ^th the result of their enterprise, the 
hunters again assembled at the house of Mangla, the Magb, 
Thickened milk and curd of huflaioes were kept in readt- 
tieas and tliey feasted on them. The fame of Qolbadan now 
spread far and near. He had captured more than a hundred 
elephants whose price was over a lao of rupees. 
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PRETACE TO THE BALLAD OP AYA.NA BIBI 


The of tb^ bnlkds, Jike (he pnecipitouB path 

to tbo surumit of a bill, is sometimos wonrisoiue. Even in 
tbp best of the bsllads wo sometimes find the drst cantos 
stale and monotonous. Bui gruduatly weniiing our way 
through tragic situotions, we come in sight of reaily c!iarni<' 
ing scenes of extraordinary poetic value. This is true of 
Ksmak, Madina and Mahiabs) Bandhu, the finest gems of 
this ballad-literature. The story-teller gradually reveals 
his poniir of weaving hts plot so as to render it into a 
thing of beauty and art. 

Ayana Bibi Is one of such tales. Tlie first few cantos 
are not only monotonous ljut even repelling. We have 
there the anxieties of the mother and the losses and crosses 
of the young merchant clainaily detailed in a rather diffuse 
story, not alwaye relevant to the point. The tncidents 
of the first part of this ballsd look like wild plants which 
should have bee: uprooted or pruned by tbe gardener in 
order to make the whole thing o leiicitous prodoctton of 
art. 

But gradually the charming art of the poet comes into 
pfotnincnce with hib exquisite ahiU in delineating the tgn4 <tr 
suseepti bill tics of the womnn's heart, ubnwing Itself in its 
full bloom under severe trials. The Bengali women of the 
ballads hutv generally one striking characteristic. They 
arc often as blythe se skylarks, singing their gsy note of 
light humour when the smile of Fortune is on them. But 
wlien put to triah tlicy dieqiky the adamantine eircngth of 
tbetr charocier imd all the liigher graces that adorn human 
niUnre. 

\Vc see Aynnn for the fir^t time in the liouse of her old 
lather, full of rnaidenly shyness and grace—a lovely and 
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Ceodpi’ woiuflii facing a lotnantic situation which is s 
novel experience to her. Tile pain ia, however, home 
Mcretly, For a few isho enjoys the ^west Kunstune ol 
gtXKl fortune. How BWiciare her worxls Uroatbed inn 
wlilaper lo her ItiiKbaurj in which she ftske him lo bring her 
an ornament, LL aL'ciitcd oil or n .Vi/jinhen Se'/i rium the 
market fVinH. 1-12). He hriiiy^ tliem with mi ex- 
ultam linpo dreaming of the jov of Rceing how lienutiful 
Khe would look ivliL these (VUf LI. S-10), This mminds 
vs of li iimilnr situation in Mulnia, during the short-lived 
pcriotl of her iiuptinl b tppjnesa. The siinihine Of Purtnee 
enpywl by Aymm Bihi for a little while is swallowed up 
by darkness for ever I Hler tragic end i,<i marked with a 
true dignity of MU*W'crving love which dt>es not flicker for a 
day III dpi te of the iniquitous tree tin Ml t iiiid unjust condeiu- 
iniliuuol her conduct by Rocivty and, the cruulest cut of 
all, her huBband's Bijceniiibing to llic social tyronny. When 
she cofm‘3 back and seca Iwrold home, the t«ithus created is 
oven itiure npiJcaling than Uint of Enoch Arden in his last 
hours of life, w lien he visits liig own wife ami children in 
the htmjte <if Philip, iO toiirhingly diM:ribcd by Tennyson. 

The woman never returns m neck the favour of the 
man who Ija5 taken tnmihor wife, iibaiidoning her for eier. 
But her undecuyed lovu ever burns wiihuut a flicker and 
she leaves such tender memories behind her ua to produce 
their sure efrccl on her miforltinaie husband and make 
tlio ooiiifortB ul his newly wedded life bitter as worm¬ 
wood ui him. Like Dewan Dulal, he la driven mad by 
temorse and sufTera for ever the pangs of bis wrecked life. 

Ayanu ns a ciiarming vmim of womanhood, and like 
Kanchiimmila of the Dh^patpat^ she becomes a towering 
flgurc towards the end of the story. \Ye can never forget 
these women of Bengali ballads.’ Their sweetness, tiwtr 
great Buffering and abiding love are virtues of which any 
nation could be proud. Hindu and MosJem women 
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deptctci] inottr ballndn nr« erjimUy iinb](> in fhb renpeet and 
flhow their sistcrhnnd in tlie conception of a cnminon ideal 
which shows tlic glory of the country in wtiicU they are 
Ixirn, far aliore ell cotntntinsl narrewticsa. 

The ojale typo is decidedly lower and only serves as a 
background, in onler to bring out conspicuously the whole 
wealth of feminino virtues by contrast. The character of 
tJj|a] ia a complex one. It idiotild not Ite said ilmt at any 
period of his life he lost his great lovo for his faithful 
wife. That tie took another wife was not due to his fnliing 
under a fresh infatuation. The fault is not so rench indi¬ 
vidual aa racial. The Bengali lose.'* hU dignity, hia honour 
and nil sense of restiecl, when lie stands on the brink of 
giving up his present easy life, not daring to encounter 
a change in his; HnuHtlh ccuirsn of life. IJjjal mirely 
loved his wife ns wartniy ns any Iiusbanil did. He 
wandered for a time like a licggnr in (|upst of Ayana 
Bibi and passed through nnheard of hanUhips. But 
when Itis wife was imjiistiy cmuktnned by society, he hod 
not the )>oldncs!i to stand by lier and defy the authority of 
that most irraUunal hydr«i>heailed niiioBtar—the community 
of which he was a memiter. From Khnlluiia of tliK Chandi 
poems down to Malua of the ballad, wires have 
been banished times wilhont numWr for no fault of 
tbeira by the most irrational and nngriicioua society which 
inatend of cenniog to the rescue in Uic hours of misfortime. 
ns every other weiety docs, luw utiIy helped their precipitous 
fall into the very worst pit of despair and misery, tn the 
renmte villages of Bengal many a Sita and Mulua still 
weep their lot in silence, being given up by their kith and 
kin, because aonic one has touched titom by force. If 
Pjjal hnd opposed the 8oai*'ty lie WMild have to give up 
his friends and sufTof the iKHiiility of hia kith and kin, 
making hi« life at Imma imiiear.ddc. Neithar a aotiM of 
justice nor what ia higher than ad nther considerations. 
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Ibe love ead &atiotity of tiuirried lifBi (uuid tuako him etroog 
enough to siaud hy his wife in ihe hour iif her perilotuj trial. 
Yet wfaiJe ooittleniti him fur tbia great drawback, wn 
raighl take a ocrmpassioiinic view of his weakness. He 
was never an extroordinnry man ami we cannol expect 
from him any extraonliDory sacrihee. Moat lusa of the 
world succumb to cunaideratioua of persomU comfort and 
easy life. Tina might make us feel u little sympathy for 
such persons as UjJaJ, Chctiid Betujil tnid lyewim Duial, 
ioapite of their weakness, tltuiigb such weakness verges on 
villainy. The wrong they did wua nloncd for by their life* 
long roowrsc and sulfering, and let tis not be too hanl upon 
these men who, after nil, were not without a (oiich of 
higher emotion, uml noble leelitigs. 

The ballad of Aynna Bthi woji tsuilected by 
Chnadrakiimai De aoiiiotiine in 19:15, 
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MnhiDUfl rjjnl, tiicrrhant, oti the historic spot 

owce ucciipied by the great nierclwuit Chand. tjiEten, tny 
frienda, lit iJm tilury of tlijh I'jjal, tire irero of my toJe. 

When 0 mere chilli hia fathot died iind he waa brought 
up by tlie FosteriDg care of hU widowed mother. He had a 
tislcr who grew with hiru under tin* same alTectionate 
care. 

Their hume ulood hi the city called tJic Natayat) Kbal; 
eloae along this place ran the lovely stream of 
Bheraniaitii, Tire h<>ii!;e wua very Ireautifuj to look at ; ita 
walla were biiill hy split khngra plains iirtiattcaJly joined 
and the roof was made of line win graaii, They were joined 
by the thin herb known in the oountry-eide aa jundhi-ipet 
so called from the sweet stnelJ of the plant. The lop of the 
houie had decomiotis ul pearJa which reftecteri »ho rays of 
the auti and glittered alt day long. 

It was a crowded hintae, riill of relfttione, kinamen and 
retinue. Wealth mid power, men imd cbildroni bad contri¬ 
buted to the glory of iba joyous home Of the merchant. 
The fat her of ITjjal died leaving this beautiful home for ever. 
The smiling hnure. ito precious and dear to lilm^ lay 
Irehind, when tlie master passed away trefore hi? time, 
with an ineatiate desire. 

However immense he your (ULlace or groat your power, 
ye Riorialrt, do nut place any hopes on tlicm. The grave¬ 
yard near the h&nktr uf the ueiglilKiuring river yaw'tis with 
giiptng iiiontU to receive you. Where do the great crowd 
go, after the diapereton of the iiiurket ? Men go awny from 
lliib world like birds that tly away after temporary stay in 
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night on the bougli^ of some trees. The big m&QsioGB, the 
temple (^-AiiilKtitudfl—-ure niJ left behind, nnd he who prEdeii 
himself on these, never voniEs hack to ciK|iitre about them, 
nor about hia beloved wife and chiidnen. (LL 1-18.) 


U 

The widow felt Eier deati bite conilEtion and with whole- 
heurtud iiffeciion doted on the little child Ujjal and on her 
little dEiiighter, A oansolatjan enme to her mind at the 
thmiglit tliat when L'ljal would ooitu! of age, the bug night 
of lier tnisfortuDGs migiit come to an end, and she might 
once more be pennitted to see the dawaofhappiaeaa. Aa tlio 
prop is to the blind man, thia son ntnl the daughter were to 
her, her hope and strength and the solace in her despair. 

The hoiU drifting in the sea by the freak of wind seemed 
at East to he gladdened by the aiglit of the shore. The widow 
now found a resting pince and consolation in her children. 
Two years rolled by and the son grew up little by Uttb. 
AViien he was tliree yeorBold, be was full of glee, smiling and 
playing. The mother’s hopes waiied high as titc lively boy 
increased in years and ever more did she look forward lo the 
future in eapectation. 

Thus wna addetl dny imto day in hope and joy, till the 
j'oung LTjjal reached the nge of ten. The fond mother stored 
her little goods for meeting (he esigencies of the coming 
years, and when her son had nimpbteil his sixteenth year, 
full of bo[ic did she instruct him about his business. The 
bouse and the fertilo lands aronnil now engaged his atten¬ 
tion. He purchased bullocks and took up fanning and 
agriculture as his occupation. 

In October, tJjial cleared out the weeds amf by the end 
of Noveml^er he l«gan to plough the lands. He got some 
wort cioufi by hired tabO'Unjrs, supervised their work and 
himself did s good deal not despising to take shore in such 
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-work. In December tbc plaoLB shot tip aod they looked 
promieitig, being pUbted in rowe in five big pbit^ of lend. 
Be tvetcbcd tbc fields with great pains end when Biiuttcn 
with toil bt returned Jitniiu ofier his work every d.iy with 
sweat dripping down to Jug feet, the kindly mother ivea 
sorry to see that bur dcitr son still so lender in Jiia yctii-s 
bed to toil so hard. March wus tlie jurvcgt time and the 
hopeful youth with sharp scytluj in Imnd went to his 
fields all lying on tliiji borders of a awomp. He hMik some 
hulloeks with him to cflrry the goorle, and reaped the paddy 
thill wea ripe and reUiitied InIIlie with it, The rice vene 
busked and tbc chnff wns cicored. 

This first fruit of her lioti’s Ulmur the mother pristrd 
above everytlting cJise and bowed low mcdituling <Jo the 
bounty uf Saint hftklnr whom iihe knew to he the giver 
of tliese gifts. Slie placed tlttin next in tiergraunry ; from 
the cart ghc took her first Jmndliil and reserved n for offer¬ 
ing rmni to Pir Mfidiir, Now for the wliuJe year tluj quea^ 
tioti of provision was solved and the iiiotlier’s smiJe was now 
an index to lier soiil't oonteutnieni. showing how relieved 
she waa from worry and indigence into wbteh she 
bad sunk since the doalh of her dear lord, for had not 
she spent many a day fasting, anxious to make pro vis Lon 
for her obitilren V " May luy son live long m happing 
and health, and nm> he he strong as an irtin nul to hear 
tile strtsss of life," she iirayed to God night and day, 
iind she spa»ad the iipisor part of imi wiiH filling it with 
rice, iinii prmntst'i] ^o'nnr lo lli« piivi, if her prjvers ww 
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How n-e^rifiomely tedious m the long ejay of Xfny, jmd 
Ilow abort is its night ! As soon as one ^mts oW'ft eyes 
in sleep it seems that one liears the aieps of (be Dawn. 
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The lUHiigOi ihs hJacJtberrj' l»ecejiie ripe afid the erows e«w 
[rom the bqi»gli9 of trees. Bow happily did the mother 
dress the a^el fruitB for tier son and >vfien he nte, she a&t 
near walchitig with eyes gliatcnltig with tears of jay. 
TJie long Mny at lust came to an end ; the mother was sorry 
that a]je eoiild lint arrange for her ann’s marriage. In thia 
month the birds hnild ihejr hlilhc nests on the trees, ntid 
how glad would .he la; to give the tad a happy Imoje with 
a bride, like these very Ijj-da wIhi Jive tvith their motes, 
liul May pnased and ,lie ojuld not nrrnnge the match! 
Then came June ecoompftuJed by the Queen of j?eBsunB, the 
Rams. The inctKjiam ruin*, marie the rivers :vod canaJs 
overflow. It was only the other tf«v that Hit- rivera 
void of water ami dry. To-day they are full, and tin- wave^ 
run tnrniihuoiisly in n rurions spcNl. This la the montlt 
wlarn merehants go mit m ilis.ir„n .rmmtries for trade, 
uooh how the 0 ails are Hving jiiul the Ujats rushiiig agoinsl 
the current favoured by ihe wind. Our timrdiijit Ujjal 
wants U) go with Jisa carao U* foreign knda. 

\yit JHe hiisy wiiJi voiir buLii^eliiih) work, good mother, 
but stop for a iiioiideiit, grant me pertniBsion to go out for 
trade," said he one day to the dating old Udy. 

In Qlann the mother threw tn.':ty llte work «J)e hod 
taken in hnnd, flow eonhl she part 'vith the jewel of ii^r 
heart, " f.lo not," sho said. " go to foreign land^ ; be at 
home and earn your living Iroui here, riow rim I Injur to 
live without you ^ " Tlie young ninj) ilicii pu-titrefl <)| hih 
future pnwpwts kdorc Ins moiher. but iihe wa« not tempt¬ 
ed by them. All iH-r^uuaU failed. Ha was, however 
tirtn m liifl reaulva nnd wttM tliiii hv would out ihr 
next day inspiO' ot bis mnilmr^ uiiwiliirgnesH. 

A oarpciuer ww eallfj in and the planks \,t the 
were jointed by strong pjiis.* He „trm'k iliam with & 
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strong hamtn^ to cxomina tbeircoodhloti And coloured them 
black with juice ot mangosUn. The roof, the cohering 
otid the upper borizontAl timber were placed ja their 
proper poadtion. The ropee were made aa stroog as tliey 
could be. 

The mother aroae from her bed early iu the momuig, 
cooked meaU for her non aba>il to etart for foreign lands. 
She sut near liitn when he ate. When the sun had not yet 
reached the mid-aky, it being eleven dattdaa after tlte 
dawn, he prepared for bis voyage at the auspiciotie moment. 
The mother provided him with a good stuck of safi rice 
and vowed to offer ainni to the pire on his enfe rettirn. 
Bhe stored fried binni rice in the Htore’room of the boat 
together with curd prepared at home with huffalo'a milk 
and many other dainties besides. 

She turned mad with grief in parting with him. 
After bis departure her eyea showered tears like rains of 
June, Blm fell on the ground and cried losing all self-cott' 
trol. Alas! bow can 1 describe the feelinga o( one who 
bears the child in her womb for ten months I Her ofTectiun 
is uvtch as no one eleo can make even n distant appranch 
to it. 

Wlieii Lho banka of grant rivera ciiimbled iIom'h by 
the force of the current during the rainy months, her he art 
beat in fears for her son gone to the high seas. Wiien the 
fbod was high, and the rivers chafed witii their ficbee 
whirlpools, the unfortunate motlier w'oJIccfl to and fru by 
tlw* rivar-alde madly, and tike a potter's wheel knew no 
rest. Ill at ease was ehe and could scarcely remain within 
the four walla of her house even for a few motuente, hut 
nOAouHl wlwfB the current ran np-elrcatn in high wind onil 
the boats with sails unfurled made their way in great speed. 
There, she fancied that her son might bo coming to meet 
her once more and assuage the pain of her heart, t'or six 
mODths not a day did bur eyes beoomu dry. Not lecetving 
19 
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anj/ in««9}ige froiii her t»OD, &he pnsaed all this time in the 
agonjr f)i Jier fmra nod onxities. (U, 1-51.) 

IV 

Kow mj aadiencp wLii havt? asBcnibied twnr UHtem to 
what to the young merchant m hiB iraditig 

voyage. Hie Ixial bore him thioiigb the 5 tn?Am of Dhera- 
matia to tlw nortLcni country. On the right was the bend 
of the river known as Shivar Bik. The parlihjr tpf llie 
merchant Ujjal said, *' I^ook here, young man. The laat 
glimmer of evening is fading. Thla place is a piuturious 
resort of thieves iind robbers. It ia not safe to ply <mr ships 
here, Otlier inmotra of the boat likewise udvised him tn 
stay there at night. They said, Let n» not venture a 
journey through uninhtihited treetit to-mglit.'' Here at this 
bend is a village close by. Let us stay here lomighl. There 
was a big HijmiI tret nn the bank whose hmncheal^nt down 
to the water and the boat was bonnd to its trunk by njpes. 

rj>l went to the village for bringing h little fine. It 
was a sandy bank and the yoting merchant slowly proceeded 
towards a cottage where an old DLun was siUtiig alone. 
He was in a pensive mood and from tlie corner of his eyes^ 
a few tears were glimmering in the setting sun, Whan he 
saw Ujial, he called the youth and began to give an account 
of liis life, He had no »ion, Im: fisid anti had only s coiisln 
wbft lived in the village. All bis lands, his edds and 
ganiena were swallowed by the greedy rivrr near hja hut. 
He wag old and unfit for work and them wn» none to 
help him in bis utter destitution. 

”1 take only n eiiigb meal a day, and I am afraid IxMter 
days will uever come to me I f have got a daughter," and 
He he touched this delicate point in his topics he could 
scaa'ely suppress a rush of feelings and bin voice was 
choked. Controlling hb feelings ae best «a bo could be said, 
■*8het« to me what a prop is to a blind man. She is of 
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marriageable age, bui wUere can I get b groom fta* her, 
ftlwoltrtely helpless aa T wn? I sbelS go to the grave with 
this deep wound in mj' soul that i Jenve her entirel}' help- 
lesa. Ad he said Uua, he was overwhelmed with grief and 
could iioi say anything more. Here comes a change over 
the apirit of my tale. 

Ttie dninseJ Ayana had just stepped into the compound 
III the cottage with her pitcher full of water. She saw a 
stronger sitting there. Her cheeks reddened'at the sight 
and slie drew tlie dying ends of Jier Jia^f cloaely round her 
liody, and titongh she had apparently intended to enter the 
liouse, aiie felt a check as liw stranger sat by in the coin* 
pound; she did not know what to do awl was full of per¬ 
plexity, .She had just stepped into youth and Uj|aJ thought 
that he hail never seen a more handsome girl in his life. 
When ho saw her eyes, ho tfiok his own eyca away, 
suppressing tlw desire to nee them again. lier lung hair 
ill moat reached her ankloBand the charm of her per^an was 
ecarcoly hidden by her Wi. At the sight of tlu? maideti, 
t))e youtira mind felt a strai^ attraction. He had seen 
many a ehampak Dower in hia own village and he thought 
alic was the prettiest of Uietn all. 

When introducing liimaelf to the old mgn i he gave out 
the iiutDCB of hU partots and mentioned that of his native 
village also. At this account the old man aaid, Votir 
futhtT and my humble self were fast friends, wboo we were 
tpiite young." He entrea toil the young man to pays visit 
to ilim on lij£ b&^k. 

Now L’jjal wanted a little hre nud tlte bashful maiden 
handed it to him in on earthen pot, Whilo giving it, 
she coat her eyes on him and the four eyoe met. The 
youth's soul wfw), as it were, sold lor ovar to the tnaidon 
at the; firot sight. He marched next day towards far East 
with tboUght» never turned Inuii the vvajon Ito liad witncsaod 
on iljai sundy bank, (LI, 
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When doing bcr housebuld work wha‘. was it tliat made 
dear Aynna shed lews 7 Wbo b the thief Lbat had atoleti 
tier treasure? When atie waa about to light the eveuiog 
lamp, silie stood like a statue forgetting what she waa about 
to do. When she went to the river gliut, ebe forgot that 
it wua for hathitig that ahe had come there but stood gazing 
at the stream, if alie saw a bout coming site fancied that 
lierchanco her lover might be returning in it. Why did 
tbe girl throw away the water fcoiu her pitcher and over 
aguiu go to Llie landing ghat with the empty veasel? 
The bathing time was past, hut she stood on the aboie 
gazing on. Weak she lind grown and a pallor uiark^ her 
checks. No one understood the pang of her heart . Seemt 
grief hoB no cure. A sore disease, a heavy debt and grim 
ixiverty—are evils winch absorb one's mind and afford one 
no rest, hut none of these is to he compared with the psnga 
of love felt in the hret bloum of youth. 

The ship of Ujjal, the merchant, went eastward, running 
against tlie current. The mortyhu rowed it day and night 
and after having gone hvebends, tliey set sail under a favour¬ 
able wind, hut this windot the east was not good for health 
and ilu: utHrchaijt lelt (everish and was laid dowiir'-'hia prin- 
cipa] malady however was of the heart. When be closed 
his eyes. La saw' before him the image of Ayana Bibi, and 
when lie opcoed them again the same image haunted Lini 
still. In Ilia dreams, iit iiia wakeful state, Ayiuia Bibi 
becniui: the soli- object of ins thought. The fever was more 
or tese a pretoit to lie down niul follow the tntui of his 
thought iindiijturbeil. After thnaji mouth-'* he visited thu 
porta of eastern countries, f^or n time the tiansnctieoa 
wore of a doubtful clianmtcr, At times he profited 
and at otlicrs he lost, but in (lie cud lie lost all that 
ho had. The gootls tie lutd purchased with the savioga 
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of many years had ki )>e ^iveii for leoci tJisn ttwir 
cost price. His purlner said that the merchant had 
not only loat hb but his hood also in Uie transactions. 
After six muuths, he wat* liound homewant. 

Tl^rc was that ileSightfnl spot under a large Hizal tree 
whose leares rustled the livelong day as they touched the 
stream, which the morchant reached again uud he ordered 
the ship to be moored tticrc for tile otghi, \Vlien it wa^ 
duwu. Lhc merchont cxprtistwi] his desire to stop then fur 
the day. 

He went along the auiidy banti to the cottage. It was 
empty. Et looked like a cage fnm which the bird had 
Qowii away. The tnerchant wandered about antjulr^ 
>ng about tlic inmates. He saw near the oot-—a grave, and 
tike a mttd man anxiously asked the uoigldaiurs irdorma- 
tion about the old man. He learnt that tlje old man had 
died two months ago. The only sign of his existence that 
he had left in this world was the grave. In replies to his 
on{]uiriea about Ayana Bibi, some said they know nothing 
about her and others epreod evil reports. He stayed there 
llio next day sIho but hta doubts were not cleared. 

*' O my partner, tell my mother, ' Your son Ugal is not 
alive.’ If she makes further enrjuiries tell her that her son 
has been drowned in the Great Eastern Biver. Tell her that 
Ujjal would never again visit liis historic iuime on the 
site of Chaud's palnco.” 

Like a mad man Djjal wandered about the villages and 
went from door to door begging alms. Some were kind 
enough and gave him a handful but oLheie abused him. 
Some asked him, *' Why bavo yon turned a tieggar at this 
youthful age? Some people thought there was a reason 
for thia, whilst others said there was nniu;. From one 
village he went to another. When the young bouse wife 
w'as about to give him alma, the old motber<in<Iaw' oa irw* in 
and said, ‘*Kol nol you must not show your face to the 
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youth.” Some even openly saiil, ” Thia lu 4 is i love-lorn 
young mail.” The goldtimiith knows his metol wlietber it is 
gold or trinket; so does one, u-liu lies one^e own experience 
in Jove, know'it in others. 

Young Ujjal spent there days in begging hut got almost 
nothing. 1.66.) 


vr 

The evening was lading with its last glimmer in the 
viilagG pathway. The young men was going from om 
village to another, The awoke issuing Irtun the lieortbs 
darkened the bamboo groves. Tile cioivs aivl the cuckuot 
flew to their own neats and tiie village tmth could nut be 
traced in darkness. Ujjal Maliiuud thought of apending 
the night under it true nod then of going at daybreak 
bcggit^ as usunl. liegging was mally 110 questiou with 
hiiDj nor hunger was tt that drove him front place to plaoe.^ 
dix long months he a|)ent seeking Kis dear Ayana Bibt in 
this way- Matrons of the village houBes sometimes look 
pity on him atid ofered him meals in the daytimo but it 
was uot infrequent that he nassed his days without any 
meal whatever, (Ll. 


vn 

With the wallet in his hand, the young Fakir wa» 
crying for alms near the gateway. '* Hurry up, good friends, 
give me aims ” 

A girl i;ame out from the liouse with a plate full of 
iLlms. But aa she looked at the youth, the plate fell down 
from her luuida, Wbcti eyes mat eyes, they were full of 
tears. Only once ahe had seen him hut the impressioti 
could not be effaced in Ule, "lam not a beggar, dear 
girl, and you need not give me alms. It ia for you that 
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I hftTe Ukea this guifie and been n-asdering &em piece to 
place. Si* tnontbs have passed and weary am I. 
People of the world call me mad. It n not rice that I 
WMt, Dor money* I want yoo, deerast. U you agree, I 
will go back to my home with you. 

Ay ana Bi6i. 

" I am in my uncle's hotiae. My father ia dead. For 
these ei* long months I have been apending my days, 
weeping and crying in vain. I am living here in the 
house of relations who are not close to me. Take me from 
here and I ehatl go with you wherever you may wish." 

Tha union of lime and betel is a go^ thing. When eyes 
meet eyes, that is a happy meeting to he sure. But when 
heart is united with heart, that is perhaps the best of all 
miiona. One who knows will' surely say that bve ta 
the beat thing in this world. Though a man may die for 
love, there is no reason to regret, for the best end of his 
life has been achieved. (Ll.1.22,) 

[Prose,—The girl was about to be forcibly betrothed 
to a BOD of the uncle in whose house she was slaying* 
Bjial absconds with her and retume home and marries 
Ay ana.] 

VIII 

Uijal was going to the market. *' What am I to bring 
for you, my beloved? " he aaks. 

Bring for me a hair comb made of mica,** she gently 
whispera. 

Through a short way which cuts an angle with the matn 
road, Uiial went to the market. He had promised to bring 
ft nose ornament for Ayana. It was called the Niutbatok. 

The young merchant was bound for the market again, 
for he had promised to give her a aodi called the osmofitora 
(atony sky). 
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Cjjal thought ID this strniit, ''TLIe with llonier^ 
de^ignn tnlertmt'cn in tt will ill Iter so uicel^. She 'will 
W'car U sod go to batbe in the river with n pitcher of water* 
I will wuU in tite piiihway for the pleiu«iire oF seeing bow 
liniideome ^io loohs in her new 9^4i." 

Again the youth rou to t!ie market. It wait for bnng> 
ing ^ated oil for Ajana Bibi. 

As the evening lamp dispelR tlu* darkness of the bouse 
and briglitene it, so this wife hnmght light end joy into 
the houae. The niotlier and tlie aistar were exceedingly 
pleoaed and the joy ol Ujjal knew no boundfi. 

Kow the youngman paid attention to the dutiee of hia 
houAeiiold. In December he mode himRelf biiay with the 
phinta and in Jantiary he watered tbom. Ay an a prepared 
curd with huffalo'n niilk and ehi! offerixl it to her husband 
when he sat to ent, Tl»c mother had token cere to pre¬ 
pare fried bitrnt rice amt s!ie served it too. Fatigued with 
held-work iTjjal returned liome every day with sweat In bio 
browo. Ay ana with a fan otood near and gently fanned 
lilm* Tlte cool water of tlie river offered by her renovated 
hie encrgieB in the scorehliig raye of the (tun. Along with 
labourer he did very hord work every day in tlie held hiti 
there was a sweet snuile in hig face that indicated his in¬ 
ward joy, few be woo ever more pleo-sed that Ayana wn» 
now his own. Like unto a creeper Itending at the gentle 
hreexf, yonth had given a modest grace to lier gait. Tlie 
sky-eolnored *tuti that alic wore gently niovet] in tlie oir 
adding loveliness U) her ltdodsomc figure. (LI.1-37.) 

IX 

May drew to an end. Tlte mangoes liecame ripe and 
hung from the boughs of trees. The work of the field was 
finished by thia time. Ttie new wife was overjoyed to 
dress the fruUa and served them to her bnsbond. The 
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night was an Inyful and short that the couple did not know 
how swiftly it paaced away* “ Uoo't leave Uit bed but 
rest dearest, a tIUte while more, tar the night Las passed 
away so quickly that I have not tasted my full share of 
ioy/' ' (Li. 1*37.) 


X 

\[ay passed away in this wuy. June looked like u water* 
nymph. The nymph paid visit from house to house with 
clouds looking like her pitchers, Seated in the sky 
she poured water from them into the plaint;. The deep 
murmur of waters could he heard from rivers, ponds and 
swamps. Oh ! whence luie this overflow in its innd courEte 
suddenly come over the earth? The Bmall j»rid, the fields 
are now all tinder water. Whence have come tliese fiigb 
waves with foam in their mouth? The boats of the mere Hants 
with sails unfurled are seen rowing against the Htream. 
The partner came to I'jjal and said, Half of June is 
over. What are you doing my Iriend ? The season for 
trade will soon posis away, 0 you do not earn when you 
have the vigour of youth, yon will regret in old age." 

Hearing these words ol the partner, trjjat called the 
carpenter to repair his ships. 

The old planks wero replaced by new ones iibc! they 
were joined hy iron plates. Sails were made of new 
clothes and he became ready to alart from home. 

Djial took leave of his mother and his sister and then 
wont to Ayana Bibi and said, “ O my Ayaua, dear as life, 
grant mo leave for six months. I am bound for a difltnnt 
country for trade. My mother and atsler are here. Live 
with them, awaiting my reiurn with patience. My mother 
is a mother unto you and my aiater is not a whit Itas your 
own aistcr. The good neigblx>nr» we kind to you and 
they are like your hnithcrv and sisters. Be happy with 
ilO 
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ihetn. After six monfttis, if by Grid's grace scd blesainge 
of the saintSi t an so lucky as to get my lost treasure 
again, 1 will onee more be happy with you. For six 
months, I will be fiying like a bird of the seasco in regions 
unknown. Don’t think I shall forget for a moment roy 
loving wife. Dear to me you are as my cye-balU. 

Ayana 

" Youth is not like gold^ silver or any other metal 
of the kind * if it breaks, it may be repaired. Youth 
once lost, can never be repaired again. Do not go, my 
love, during this short-lived youth. 

"You see this flood of June. It knows no bounds, 
maddened by its inward joy, but when October will come, 
there will be no trace of the flood; it will subside. Such 
is youth. Stay my love, so long as youth lasts. 

"A woman's youth ia precious and abort. It decays 
after its brief period of joy and ddco gone, it iiewr returns. 
Do not go my love." 

She lamented w this way but all in vain. 

On Friday the merchant offered atant at the moaques 
BOB preliminary stop before Btarting. On Saturday his 
boat left the shores of home. At the time of parting 
Ayana said weeping, " Swear by my life that when the 
clouds will roar in the sky, you will order the boatmen to 
cast anehora. When night will approach, the boats sluuld 
not be rowed. Do not, fur my sake, Ob my Love, go to 
the regions inhabited by the barbartauB, the Eookis and 
the Bhangors. Within six months, you must return home, 
Alas I whet treasure will you get by trade 1 fbottor than the 
joy of my company which you reject 1) 

He went sway leaving Ayana at home. (U, 1-73.) 

The ballad is incomplete here, Evidently some 
paBBOges are tniaslng. Tha singer here narrates them in 
prose, 


aI’aNa istjll 
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[Prose.—" The partoer returned with the messiige that 
lljjal was drowned in the river. The boat eapsizedi and 
many of the crew coutd not be traced. The surTivors gave 
this iofonnation, ao it could not lie dialjelievcd, Ayana 
beemae maddened with night she left home 

witltout telling anything to the inmates of the house. 
She cried and wnndered iihoiit in ttic depth of forests like 
one Imnne. She chanced to meet a kind-hearted man who 
tuck tier to Ids ttouse. Hia licvctL tons made a great searoli 
for Ujjat and at last fouml him out lying in a precarious 
condition on the sboul of a river,—eompletely broken down 
by six months* illness, Ayuiin returned hoini' with her 
husband, 

lie graduuHy regatiied his Htrengtli and l^an to work 
in the field. At this iitago the villagers raised a 
troublesome question. They said that Arana wns absent 
from home for six months. Nobody knew where she 
had gone. After much discussion on the point the 
dcoieion of the community was tliat if lijjal kept hts 
wife at home, no raerober of the vUlRge would drink 
or eat with Jiiiu, Weak aa i'jjal waSi Jic Lost his wits 
Dt this juncture, ntid resolved to banish his wife to este 
himself from cAluiituy. Uu ihe pretext of going out for 
trude with his wife, be came to the sbuali of a river and 
leaving Ayana in ihe lonely place, w'ent sway. Thun 
shandoned hy him nhe wandered about in an absolutely 
forlorn atato. At thie lime a bond of gypsies esiled the 
Kurunjias, visited the place/*] 


X 

TiKSfle Kurunjias were a strange people. They lived 
in Imals und went from plnco to place for trade. Their 
men cooked meals and did hoiteebold duties and their 
women went hawking in villsgos. They sold spicc and 
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other articles ood wandored from one muiitry to niiotlifr. 
In fart it miglit be said that in twelw mont^ they visited 
thirteen dimes and got plenty of knowledge of life in 
the awampA and inarBby slopes of l^astem eonntries. 
Their men were idlers who seftroely came out of the boats, 
but the wotnen did trade and all their outdoor work. 
They rowed their iwats night and day, and once liap]>en{!d 
to come to the shore whore Ay ana was wandering. They 
were looking out for fuel and chanced to meet the young 
woman there. 

*' Who are you, beautiful one, and what country do yon 
come from? Why do you live in this jungly land alt 
alone? *' Soid one of them. 

■■ I have no home. T have been hit hard by Ilestiny. 
I have no parent, no brother. Like a weed drifting In 
a airean], I roam about driven by Destiny. Providence 
haa sent mo to this forest-land. ^ bard is my lot that 
if 1 happen to take slteUer under a tree, the sun sends its 
scorching raya through the leav^ end burns me. So hard 
is my lot cb&t if I come to the river for drowning 
myself, the river dries up, 

" I find no sharp weapon to kill myself with, no hole 
do T find to hide myself in the bosom of the earth.’* 

'*Come with me, dear one, you will be litke my 
daughter. 1 shall be like your mother.*' 

Thus did Ayana find a resting place and went from 
one oQuntry to another in the boat of the gypsies. But 
though the gypsies were willing to render her oft help, 
they could not trace the place of her husband,—the historic 
seat of Chand the merchant. She took spices on tier bead 
for liawkjog aa the gypsies did. Teara rolled down her 
cheeks, as she sold them in viilsgea and towrss. To 
every one whom abe saw she put one and the same 
question, trie,,—" Will you tell me, where once stood the 
palace of Chand? Which is the path, which w the river 
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Unit would lead me to lliat deJir spot? Sholl T go up 
the atream or down U U> find the place? 

Some said, *' We remember Imviug beard of auch a 
plaoe." OibfljB said that they knew nothing about it. For 
three years she sought the home of her husband to no 
purpose. 

Once a Lerdflman who was leading a Dumber ot 
bullaloes gave the informatioti. "Thirteen bends of the 
river fmro hence and you will find the spot once occupied by 

the princeW bouse of Chnud.'* 

The sun had set. The houaewivea were lighting 
llielr lamps. She pul the same query to them. The 
CTmiea had moored their boats there at her retpicst, 

(LI, 1-13.) 


XI 

Id the mornlog she put on tlie dress of a Kurunjia 
woman. She put on a striped sfa^) of juU* tightly wund 
bet waist in the fashion of these gypaiosj, and her chignon 
she mode high-topped. She wore a necklace of small 
(tunja beads» and on her head she carried a haakot contain- 
iog the little things of licr trade. The Kunmjia women 
in ft long row' accompanied her and then aba visited ibe 

village for selling these things. 

Yes^ it waa that favoured spot, the luatone town 
of Cliand. The ttees were atatwling aa they did befotn. 
The crows and tbs piflcmte had built llieir nests fta of old. 
But all liopes of home and hearth were bst to the girl 
now. With anxious Hteps full of hoaitauoy and donbt, sho 
proceeded towards tbe place which liaiionne her homo. 
Her heart Ihroblied, and in her tremor her fetrt faltered nt 
every etep. 

Tlirec b&d passed, sod sigfliB she tViIs there. 
The bouses were standing which once she called her own. 
She had ooioe to see this Ijome and the face of her dear 
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huHbaoil ttftar tljroe Jonu jeare. She gently wped awnj 
the tears of her ejen with tha tlying end of her Wi, but 
who waa there to feeUympatliy for lilt! nnfortiiiiale one? 
at one end of tha oomptiund tlin haw the mendi plant# ahe 
had beredf planted^ now grown le their full lifight. The 
bouB«, the doore whiclt nluj uinfJ to dunt and okati with her 
own Jiand# daily #tnod ih-otn qij before* It wah now litfa the 
neat of tba bird bahtit, wUith it weaver with cart but whicfi 
gives it no Mhulter during the nuna, The Imuse and ilw 
dear things were nl) ym 1>eforo l)ut the dewrs of her owu 
home were shut for ever again.*! Aynna. Mahmml rjjsl harl 
utarried ngnin and was happily i^pcDditig hia doya wiili hii* 
new wife. He had sbunnwl fxior and unforignttifi Ayaiia. 
a# though she wuru hin niieiuy. She siw bar oo*wifn wilh 
«• baby in her arms, henlthy imd bright. The tnr^tlicr 
was fondling the ehild in a spcirthe mood. 

^ ITow erucl in the fate of tJij^ unfortnnute wuDiait*/ 
\Vliens is yiiur hoiiiL' gono and the dour thing# you lui-ihl an 
well? Leaving all this, why have yo« InrnL-d a gypsy and 
tire roaming vngrantly in ihe viJlag,?'/ Whose daughter art 
yoti, ob girl? whefe !» your hoiiifi and who arcydur parents? 
Uy (Jmt, give us iJjc aii^wt-r. We have not seen yoo long, 
blit no inatUT, it Hisjins that you arc ihe girl for whom 
wc hay^ft ton nlwdding tfoir* night sml day time bog 
yitiirs/^ Thu.- said Ihi* mulitGr-in-lnw and ttiatcr-iU'-bw 
w })0 wept at iwing Ay ana. and her own isyew too ilreaniwJ 
in tears ns stm heard iliom, 

** 1 hate no mother, do rnthcr. It )« owing to my 
rniel Destiny that i have bst Imih of them. It ie duy to 
my bad tuck again that I am a vrmnlering beggar. But 
Imw ia it that for mr you shnutd li« weeping too? I erv 
becauac f ace that you are so much like my deait toolher 
I nm reniimltd of my chi id hood a. ? wiv you. If playing 
under the tdmffrtni pitttda. my Wdy «oi wnkd. mr miiihnr 
wnrtld gently hnwh away th.; ditst lejib 












■* There ie nobotlv to fsol for uie, 


V. t.n9, 
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»a4i. If I crifld, she would ootn* ruDmng to me I Kow 
I watider from place to place crying night and day but no¬ 
body comes to me with a word of sympathy. Thew was a 
tinte when il I lay on the ground for a little while, she 
would come and affectionately take mo up in her arms, 
But jufil conceive my intense pain at the thought that Ihere 

is nobody even to feel for mo.** 

Then she took up her articles, placed them in the 
basket and with tears that did not oeaae from flowing, 
gently wended her way back to the boat of the gypsies, 

, . i • 

*' If it ia really Ayuoa who came to see ua, E should 
rather beg from door to door and live with her. 

"If it is really Ajana who came to aae us, I will 
leave this accorat society, so that T might Jive with Ijer 
undisturbed. 

" U it ia you, Ayana. who came to see us, do not go, do 
not leave os and gp again to djatant countries. 

" If it ia you Ayana who came to ihb, I will father go to 
a foreet and live with you though branded and given up 
by society,*’ 

When the mother-in-law cried in this way, Ayana threw 
behind her back the curly hair, all disbovelied, which she had 
bound into a knot \ alic look ofl the basket from her head, 
and cared not for it. Like a mad woman she ran into the 
boat of the gypsies. 

" Row the boat as swiftly as you can, it is the haunt 
of robbers; *’ cried she, "speed on, let us go to some other 
country.'' 

The gypsies raised a hue and cry lod swiftly rowed 
their boats. The city of Chand was left behind and the 
boat flew off like an arrow into the mid-river. 

"Alas, my home ia gone, and lost art all my hopes. 
My awn-'tuy dearest—home baa become another*a. What 
happiueas ia now left to me that 1 should drag on this 
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miMrFibje existence ? Theje is not so much ejMoe in this 
house as n'ould provide a corner for me. If the ties 
of iove bad noi been broken ttiua, he could have reoJised 
whiii 1 have suffered, 

“ Oh ! the birds and beasts of thin city hold your 
tongue. Do not brosthe out the iofurmntioD that I have 
come here. Should he ask about me, tell him, ' She, your 
enemy, who caused you a lot of trouble ts drowned in the 
river.’ 

“Be happy, my husband, with that beautiftil baby 
in your arras, Be happy with your new wife. 1, the 
ItnFortunate one, have seen your face atealthily and my host 
wiahealubve 1>eei] fulhlled. 1 will not come again, and 
my only prayer now is that you msy live in happineaa. 
Beyond this I want nothing," 

The current of the river in June flow like an arrow and 
, tite beautiful body of Ayana wa.s seen doating on it. 
No father, no mother, no brother bad s^he. So if she went 
to the strange land where she could not bo traced, there 
was none to seek her out. 

Chorus.—The merchant Tjlal cries for the lostone. The 
gentle breeice whispered to his ears the tregk talc, and the 
sky now and then spoke tu him in the language of the clouds. 

" Seeking you, 0 Ujjal, she the unfortunate one, had 
come. She was net a Kunmjia nor a f<p.*y. It was she, 
your unfortunate Ayatia who had come to seek you. 
The bird had conic to seek its own nest. Do not 
doubt but it was she—the some face, the same nose, the 
aame handsome figUTC. It to seek you that she had 
come. Ko one made a kind enquiry, no one ashed her 
history. She came like a dash of Lightning and like light¬ 
ning she disappeared into darkness." 

The merchant iiiaddened with grief asked everybody 
whom be saw, "Wtierc is my beautiful Ayana gone? 
'Which IS the path that she has taken ? " He turned a 
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fftkir and wandered about from place to place. From village 
to village he went with the aelfiiame enquiry. He roamed 
from foreat to forest with the same question on his lipe. 

The stars of the aky became dim losing their lustre. 
The flowers that had bloomed faded away and for the 
rest of his life Ujjal, the dear soQ of his mother^ became R 
wanderer in foreign eountries. 













the ballad 07 EAUAL TEE MEBCHAMT 













PREFACE TO THE BALLAD OP KAMAL 
THE MERCHANT. 


The balloil of Kamiil the morchaDi, La one of those tales 
of the cruel treat merits by a stepmotber, of the borb of her 
eo>wife with which every Bengali woman of the older 
geoeration was familiar. The story related in this ballad 
UlJies iiimnny poiota with that of Dijay'Basantu popularis¬ 
ed by Eangul Harinath in hie modern veraioo of it 
published by Me*«art. Gurudaa Chatterjee A Sons, Calcutta- 
So popular was this veraioa ai one lime that by the year 
1013 it had passed through fourteeii ediiiotui. t have dealt 
with thia story at some length in my " Folk Literature 
of Bengal" published by the University of CnlculU 
(pp, 173-78).* 

I have already referred to the fact of some of the 
Betigalt ballads beijig rather irrelevant in their earlier 
cantos, ft is said of our great poet Kalidas that while 
reading one of hia masterpieces to a dower-woman who was 
hie great admirer, the poet pereeived that she was mit quite 
pleased with the beginning,—upon which ho remarked that 
bia poem was like a noble inountaini the ascent was steep, 
requiring a good deal of patience on the part of a traveller 
who would resolve to scale ita glorious summit. The 
same, 1 beg to repeat, is true of some of tlte fiiieat of 
our ballads, Mahua, Chandravati, Bbabna, Dhopar Pat, 
Manjurma and a few others posausa an all-absorbing intcreat 
from the very outset. But many of the nest are maned 

* TWr* m lunj pfiAi44 lUi akotj it* 4» vtHM 
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the defeot to wbi&b I have BlbidDd, aacl tbe present 
b&lkd is Abe of this letter dess. It Ems, bowercr, a 
mediocre poetic ratue. Tbe descriptlosa d the riches of 
the merchabt aud the virtues of his wife Sunuigibi are 
stereotyped and oomiuonplace. But from the time that 
ahe falls lU, the iniereet becomes uudagging. The pathos 
created by the misfortunee of the child run and their unhappy 
nuTEe Maiphtila is full of touching appeal. The baraitte^fti 
which ta one of the recurrent factera in all Eengali hallids, 
has some points of remarkable poetic merit ■ but as much 
of Its charm lies in the unadorbed beautiful language of tfw 
country, I do not think that it has been preservod in the 
English renderings The sea voyage, another inevitable 
factor in our ballad literature, gives us some interestitig 
information about old Bengali trade, and tlie account of ibe 
various religious rites performed by the bougowife, found in 
this poem, onfolds the inner life of Hindu bomea. The 
character of the nurse Maipfaula is a bold conception and 
typifies the devotion and unfaltering fove of a wo man in 
an aitnospbere of villainy and unrelenling cruelty. The 
rest includsng Suranglnt herself ate traditional end 
coramonplace. 

In this ballad we come acroaa a rare case ur which a 
Hindu wile U guilty of adultery. Eacapting in a very few 
instances in aome Indian dasstes of almost pre-hieteric 
ant [quitjt the £olhasari(#dgar and the PuncAatentTu, 
Hindu writers have seldom delineated an imtme wife. The 
story of Dijay-Besante, popularly known in tbe country side 
as Bhlt>Baaanta, is the original from which the present 
ballad has been pertly copied. In that stoiy, however, tbe 
etep-motber does ail wicked things, not sparing tfu moat 
heiDDua oontrivances to kill the diildren, but she is not 
faithlesa to her husband. The present ballad-maker has 
introduced an innovation, repellent to Hindu taste and given 
the psychology of a married woman’s heari in love with a 
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etrauger tvith coiiBldenilsIc foTCfi, tbotigh ahd U bj no inenns 
made the object of the reader' a admiratioo. There ia another 
ballad called J'lralam in which a Hindu wile ie described 
aa cootririDg the unuder of her husband with the help of 
her loTer. I haTe not been able to find out the names of 
the author of an^ of these ballads, bnt I ehalt not be 
snrprieed, if tbe authors are found out to be Mualine after 
all. A third one of ihie oature will be found in this 
volume, Tbew three hallads out of htmdredfi that we have 
opllected give portraitares of unfaithful wivea, though 
□one of these women is a prominent eharactor in the 
ballads. We have found many Ajuia Kareninaa in 
Buropean literature. The Spanish ballads bristle vrith 
instances of diskyal wives, some of wIkud are glorified, 
In Ruasiao literature, we have perhaps the most abnormal 
and repelling types of such womud. But the Hindu poets 
as a rule have abhorred to delineate infidelity on the port 
of heroines. We find m our literature itrlriguiug women 
of the worst sort like Durvala and Matithara, but an 
unfaithful wife is a rarity. 

The present ballad seems to have been a production M 
the Eighteenth century, when the ethical standard had 
fallen low. Jt was an age of love tales such aa fTammi- 
kutner emd dkaRdreftonlo ; but that the court influence of 
Krialmanagar should have spread down to the peasants^ cot 
seems somewhat strange* though the banest village^poet 
has used a good deal of caution in keeping his style abo|g 
reproach, avoiding eroito rituatiooa. The tanguage of this 
ballad is very fine with occanonal poetic flashes. 

This ballad was collected by Baba Asutosh Chaudbuiy 
from Chittagong on the 2Tth August 1925, from many men 
of the rustic villages of the district, principally from a 
washerman named Rabachandrs who is abaolutely 
unlettered, The city of Basantinagsr described in the 
ballad is said to have been situated on tbe river Ksieba, 
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The Karntphuti is caUed bj that name by the vitlagers of 
that diatrioi. But I do not agree nitb Aaiiu Bobu tu 
belioring the ballad to be an biatoricat one. He baa 
attempted in bis oorrespondence with me to identify the 
villages mentioned in tlie ballad, with aotne of those amall 
iaiande of which mention is found in the copper*pIa(e 
inacriptions of Damodar Deb (Saba 1166} and those 
described in the Rajamala of Tipperab. f think his theorj 
is strained too far. 

As I have already stated, the story related in this ballad 
occure so often in tlie oumery tales and folk songs of- 
Bengal and it is so [nmiliai tbrooghout this pmvinoe that 
we cannot believe it to have any historical origin. It is a 
folk tale, puiT! and simple. The ballad-maker has only 
retold a story told a hundred timee before nnd after him, 
introducir^ aonie iimovationa and new features. Every 
singer who repeats an old song adds such thinga to his 
material. 

The ballad of Kamal the merchant, contains 872 lines 
and I have divided it into 18 cantos. 


Kaih&I tbe Morchuit 

CD 

Ob thf) batiks of the river Saictia stands a cit; nained 
Basanti and hare lived Kamel, the princely’ merchant. 
He tvas the master of a palatial house, a two^atoned 
building, 'wel]*protected bj walls on all sides. Around it 
were gardens, and the front^gate was grand beyond all des- 
criptioD, In the outer compound was a latge tank with 
welhfaniU ghata of brick and mortar. Ships, sloops and 
sbampans be had without number, and equally inunenne 
was tli£ number of his cows 'which aoppited him with milk 
for daily use. ‘Who conid again count the large number 
of goats, buffaloes and sheep that he owned? So immense 
were the hoards that he had gathered on his treasury that 
i wqtaad of counting them, he weighed hie gold in scales as 
people weigh their paddy and rice. Then he was rich not 
only in bis material wealth, but he was also particularly 
fortunate in hia wife who was as devoted as she was 
handsome, and who, indeed, in beauty and charBCler was 
verily like the harrest-goddees Lakabmi. The innumerable 
qualities of thia exquisitely beautiful lady paao all deaerip- 
lion. It -was a great pleasure vriih her to feed others, and 
she was like the goddess Annapurna bcraelfi whose atone 
of food never run short. Surangiui was, indeed, aa good 
as a mother to her neigbboure. The poor and the destitute 
had their meals at her house every day. Gueste and 
Brahmin® were always there and they also daily received 
tbe open-handed hoapUality of the mistrcfis of the bouse. 
Pious obe was and of a noble and generous nature. She 
worshipped the gods and goddcBeen as prescribed in thq 
fihactru, and it seemed that Laksbmi the goddess of luck 
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particularly was oauBiant in ahdviering her bounties on the 
hoUBo; pleased with the devotioa and piety of its mistreoa. 
In the sammer month of Aprils Siinmgtni propitiated thu 
Tulaai plant by letting drops of water fail on it from a 
bored earthen pot. In the month of May, ube tvomhipped 
the goddess Saahtbi who presides over childieti's welfare 
and she worshipped the stare and the earth in the auspi* 
cious montb of June, In J uly she continued her rites 
ond in addition, had the eacned lore recited by Brahmin 
priests. Bhadrakali was worahippe<t In August, and 
September was the month speeially dedicated to the 
goddess Burgs. She ate the food on the Brat day of 
October cooked on the last day of Septemtwr—an act 
of merit obaorved by the ladies of Bengali homes. 
In ths month of November, she waited on holy hermits 
and the Moon-god claimed her attention in December. 
In January it was the Sun unto whom she rendered her 
devotione with offertnga of rod lotus, and in February 
came the swinging festival in which the union of Radha 
and Krishna was celebrated, the images being rocked 
to and fro. In Marob, the last month of the Bengali year, 
was the great god Shiva worahipped with due pomp 
and show. Thus passed twelve montha m the obsarvance 
of pious rites, and the good lady os a result oi her 
manifold virtues was blessed with two sons. Chand- 
mani and Suryaniarti were their names and they were. 
08 it were, the light of the house and the soul of their 
parents. Ghandmant was seven years old and bcautifnl 
to look at. He was the darling of his paronta, and on his 
forehead were very bright lines which dashed and bespoke 
good fortune. In his liorosoipe it was written that he 
was destined to be a king. The younger son fiuryamani 
waa five years old, and he too was so handsome that 
he seemed more like a charming doll of gold than a human 
being of flesh and blood. The two bmthera seemed, 
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indeed, to be like the fAinous brothers Rant and Lakahman 
sung of in the Ramajana. 

ServanLa and maids they had in plenty, and than ks to 
the management of Surangini, (leace and happiiiesa 
reigned supremo in every’ part of the Itousc. She had a 
maid-servant named Matpbula. So trusted was she in liic 
tiuuBC that Chaiidtoani and Suryaniaoi treated her as one of 
ihc elders of the house and called her aunt, She bad 
Ifecxime a widow when a mere girl and now was she In t!ic 
full hluom of youth. Eamal was the master of largo 
pastures and fields, and had oountless ploughmen and 
day-labourers who worked in his pastures night and 
day. There were other employtes too, who did the 
household work and lived in his court. Ho had a clerk 
named Cohardban iove<l and tmsied by the merchant 
as his brother. Expert was he in hie own clerical 
work and drew a pay of rupees thirty a moDib. Ho lodged 
and boarded at his master's housCi Ramal plied a brisk 
shipping business aud had besides a iiost of men doing 
work in his ships. Bis trailing business fetched a targe 
inooine everv year. Tlie two-storied building was packed 
full of relatives and dependants and hie cotferB were ever 
rich in gold. Wauls he had none, but so rich was he 
indeed, that he acartaly touched silver but look his food 
from plates of gold. Destiny puts ft tuoonshaped mark on 
ilK- brow of those on whom she showers her boiinlics and 
our happy merchant was one of tliese men. (LI, 1-62.) 


O) 

h waft tin* iiumtii of June. Tlie rainy season had set 
in and the rivers were Bwollen witii water. Canals and pondii 
too overfliiwcd their bamka, and tire rivers and bnnks looked 
tike one silvery sheet of water. Rain pc)ured ceafielesaly on 
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iliA plstnB from the sky. Oq a duaky day of June Hufati- 
gim approached her hucbmid saying that aba bad oontraeled 
fever and cold, that her heart was weak and throbbedK 
She had a preaeotimeot of appro&chitig death aad ahe had 
come there to bid farewell to him for good. Sbeaaid 
fortber; “fiat f leave both my darlings with yon and 
yon muai duly look after them, 1 feel aa thoagh. I am 
plucking out my heart when I am going to If&vc the dear 
<mfis bo your carc<*‘ *^Oui with your Qouseoeei" answered 
the merchant, “ if you do not live, the world ia all chaoa 
and darkneea to mE_ Cheer up, for you will soon gel better. 
Why should you have aucdi dark misgivings, my ifear? Cart 
these gloomy thoughts aaide and cheer youTBcIf up." But 
alas! the merchant's hopes were idie. He knew not that 
Death shows no reepect for rank or fortune but when one's 
tenn of life is over, the grim God is sure to come and claim 
hie toU, irreepective of one's rank and pedigree. Ouf life 
is like a bird enclosed ia a magic cage with an intricate 
machine working within. As the machine ceases to work 
OD a certain day, the bird encaged witbia feels its period 
ended. Thus suddenly ends cur journey in this eartb 
in a mysterious way. It was so hard to hear, it was oad, 
cxtroroely aad. A three days* fever was about to carry 
Surai^ini off and there arose a deep cry of agony from the 
honae at this impending calamily. Before closing her eyes 
for ever, she dasjied Maiphula by the hand and said, 
“ Here do I leave both my darlings to you. When I am 
gone, there will be none for them to call mother, ft will be 
your duty to took alter them. In their hunger you will 
give them food and their thirst you will assuage with cool 
drinks. When they are in miHery, it is for you to clasp 
them to your bosom with a mother's affection." Then 
she cast her eyes at her husband and gasped in pain, 
" Give me leave for 1 am passing away," “Alas, alas I” 
cried the merclumt, ** Is this In be my fate?" Surangini's 
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voice bftd tailed and hIjc uial her littabaud’e qucr} with 
tears. The merchant strticJi his (oreboad in an agony of 
grief and it waB all over now. Life is n vaiu ahow. Ku 
one haa any pernio uent fiDldiug baru. All our ties and 
affectiona are like tales or pictinra draw'ti by [jcets and 
paiutera — ibey are unreal fictions. Surangini's life slowly 
passed away. It was a pity llial Death should have visited 
her when she waa in the jirimo of 1 tie. enjoying its pleasjurea 
which fortune had showm>d. in plenty. It is aa if a cruel 
wind put out a lump that hitd been shining resplendently 
in a bouse on a festive night. 

Kama] broke into u i-easeless Inmeiit for Surangini and 
BO did Chanduiani nod Suryamoni. The merchant wept 
saying, "To whom have you left Cband and Surya, the 
darlings of your lieart ? Who will now reise their drooping 
hearts by affection and cheer? t^ince you are gone, my 
wealth is cumo to naught and so is all my business. Of 
what avail are they or my two-sturied pnince now to me? *’ 
lie beat bis head against tlie floor of the houiieaDd wept on. 
" This bed bestrewn with flowers on whieh you usud to 
recline, litis empty now, and so is the house of which one 
day you were the shiumg light. Who will henceforth see 
to my comforts with the same alTcction Inking care of Ihi? 
milk-white soft lied strewn over with flowers, fill my betel 
box with care and do tluise iltllc things which have become 
ji^at in my eyea owing to tlic love that inspired tliem ? " 

As the news of SumngL&i^s deulh spread abroad, all the 
iieighboura wept for the gooil Udy. Maiphiila^ wild in her 
sorrow, rolled in the dost inraentiog pitifully. The braids 
of her hair were unloosened. In her exceea of grief she had 
no eye for this, mid did not care to bind them, ^he who 
reigned in the roerehant'a home was gone, and ho lay in a 
forlorn condition in an empty iwiiii. He wept so bitterly for 
his lost wife that it sccuiecl as if the very iea%'es of trees were 
moved to pity and droppwf dow-n to the gmundm grief. TJie 
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fimeral fin was non extinguiatied but tbe emben of grief 
stiU blazed on^ bun^g bis soul night and day* 

The last ritea of Surangini were duly perfortoed. A 
chariot of light aeetned to take her off u> bearen, pious lady 
that she waa, and in this glorioua trauBfortnation, the 
highest end of her life was zebieved. Matty pundita Socked 
to basantlnagar. They were given silver pitchers and alitn 
gold ntohttra as dukshina. Brahmins and other reapeetable 
men were fed in large numbers, and innumerable also wars 
the guests aRsembled from the merchant’a own part of the 
coantry. The poor had a gala day and handreds of 
vagrants whom nobody cared to invite were attracted by 
the noise and report spread itt the countryside and they 
too bad hearty meals in the merchant*8 house. (LLl-64,) 


(3) 

Now^ lieten, my friendsj to the many calamttieB which 
visited the hapless merchant after the death of his beloved 
wife. A ship was lost in the dark waters of a distant land 
and it meant the ruin of a large capital. To add to 
this, t!ie merchant sustained heavy loases in his trade. 
Such indeed, is the order of the day everywhere. Money, 
you most remember, is as fickle aa the waters of a flow- 
tide current. It ia quick to come and is oa quick to go. 
Luck is like a machioe. When it works, it works well ; 
but if it ia out of order in any of its parte, everything 
goes wrong. Kama! had many omployeeB and they now 
exploited their moater's plight as beat ac they omild. 

One day Gobardhan came to the merebrnU and naid. 
Sir, if you do not marry now, yon will come to grief 
afterwards.*' "What noneenw is it you nayt*' replied 
Kiunal. "Supposing I am wedded to a esoond wife, the 
clinncee are that site will engross ell my attention and 
who will then remain to feel for my darlings, Chandmani 


RaMAL. the mebchakt 


L76 


and SurywnAni? My ship is lost and I oni now hard hit 
by late. A wreck of mjfielf in every reepoot, I can no 
more leturn to my bappy old doye than can the two frag- 
ments of a broken eerthen pitcher unite into one aa 
before.'* "But don’t you see.” persisted Gobardhtui^ 

" your happy home is l)eing ruined beyond hope? Don't yon 
see that your prodigious business covering lakiis of rupees 
is breaking up ? The remedy that wo venture to auggeat 
is tbat you should marry again and settle down. Every 
home worth naiiie should have fts presiding mistress. 
Bring one to take charge of ihe bouRe and then coDoentrate 
your mind in your work again. If you only give tis ilie 
command, we con make necessary arrangement.'' 

Thua did the ncighboura drive the idea of marriage 
borne into his head, btnn’s tnind^ T need hardly remind 
yon, is as ttnstable as the waters nn r Kachu leaf. If ouce 
stirred, it swinge hither and thither and oil its steadiness 
gives way. To return to our merchant, he thought over 
the proposal of marriage and though wavering for a time, 
at last gave Mb comwnt. As noon ftfl it was knoivn that 
Kem al bad agreed, negetiationv were set on foot on all sides. 
Gohardhan went to Dhamiapur ami there chose the daughter 
ofDharmemani as the bride. Sonai washer name and 
she w'as tatquisitely bcpntiful to look at. To moke a long 
story abort, she was tnsrriwl off lo inerebluit Kam&l. But 
such waA the fneok of Fate that be could never win ifie 
affection of his newly weddi.*d wife. 

• t * * 

The marc bant was disconsolate with grief for his 
deceased wife and had. therefore, no heart to join in the 
frivolous enjoyments of youth. But Sonei waa in thf 
brat bloom of youth, and maddened with desire for tbutie 
pleasures for which her huaband was no fit mate having 
grown too old. Her eyes cast onxsous. irlances overywfaero 
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and she was always in smiioa that bespoke her passionate 
heart. She was like a bark floating in the full-tide of youth¬ 
ful pa^ioii. The current run in a wavy dsuce and the 
heart of Sonai was Uisaed about in it. 

Some months passed off in this way nod soon Kamal 
fell into bad days. Fortune is a vpry exacting mistmiiiii. 
She does not aliower her blessings on ■ hotne where there 
ie vice. The fbppant unsteady nature of SouaI scared her 
away. Now tlie merebaot's fnbuloiu^ wealth was all gone. 
Ten eloopaof his were on the waters, laden with paddy but 
they were sdaited by a tempest when nhoiit to start and were 
all lost. Hie wealth was gone and so were his honour nud 
prestige. Hia enus died of smallpox and the stored tip |iaddy 
in the granary was stolen by tUiovea,—that of the fields 
failing for excessive rise of water. Tvamal’s fortune was 
thus fast ebbing away. 

Now let tis return to Ponai, Gredimliy she rontructieil a 
passion for Gobanlhan till her soul became maddened by 
it. He wna n handsome p(*ra^>u and tliough middle-aged, 
bad lost nothing of bis youthful epiric. He was of o 
cheerful disposition anti had nti ardent and passionate 
nature. He slowly reciprocated the attentions of ihc 
miatTCSJS of the house. It was his first love and he heeded 
not, therefore, the voice of discretion. In aiirh a state it 
WAS no wonder that lie gave hia heart awuy to one whn 
wanted him end was an Ifenutiful. One day Bonoi called 
away Gobardhan to s lonely place and said, A word with 
you, please, I was very happy in my father’s IwmiM* and 
it is you who have brought me to this misery. Here there 
are thorns pricking mo Itotn all sidea and how am I to Infar 
them? My secret grief bums me like fin- by day and 
night. It is A terrific fire that you have dropped me 
into. But you are not only indifferent but sesni yourPcU lo 
connive at my suffering. Here there is hoqe: whom I can 
call my own. How nm I to allay the fir^ that is burning 
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me? Her ('ovo « charming glance as she apoke and 
tt took the heart of Gobardhan captive then and there and 
eaaily did he appreriate the state of her feelings. He aoid 
nothing and went off. Sonai'a next step woe to write a 
letter to Gobardhni). She addressed him ae her darting,. 
The contenta of the letter which fully revealed Irer heart 
rott as follows ;— ‘'Listen to me, my love. I am msd in 
my pa.'wiotj for you and may I entreat you to be eympatbe- 
Ucally bent on one auflTerirrg so hard? I will rivet my 
Mu1 to yuurs and make yon mine own. This wretch of 
a huahand la like a withered tree which is of use only na 
fuel. He cannot respond Co the warmth of my heart and 
it is for you that I pine. Whatever I Imve, f am llterefom, 
dedicating to you, my love. My virtue, my lift, roy bduI, T 
commit to you nil. for Ixith by day and by night, I am 
writhing in the ugony of uni^atisfied love, I am Tcstless 
with emotion, ft is for you io soothe the pangs of my 
heart hs hre is quenched only by water. Verily as does the 
bird pine for a drop of rain which will assuage Jts iLirel, so 
do 1 pine for you day and niglit, my love. Like a fiah out 
of water I writhe in tny heart’s agonies for you, my dearest. 
There {s no remedy to my miserieg. I oaii always give 
vent to my feelings sweetly as doea a cu'‘koo express itself in 
sotigB, but 1 Jack Ilia wings to fly away vvheTO f like." 

Retiring into a lonely place Gobardhim mad this 
letter and his heart thrilled with emotion. Ke became mad 
for Sonai,aj 3 d there was nothing strange in this. If one 
dangles a sour tamarind in the presenco of nnoiher man, 
can Liio Intter's mouth help watering? (lobciidhan lost all 
feeling of gratitude for Imb master in hb burning pussioo 
for the mistress of iho house. He did not stay to consider 
wlwt waa right and wluit wm wrong am) wna complotofy 
Inst in love tor ilonai. i^me Tnonths passed away in tiiia 
mauncr, mid it was ibeir look-Out now to gel rid of the 
Uiom Uiat wan aiill in their way. (LI. t-'tHJ.) 

y.! 
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Odo day Bonai said to Katnal witK tean» in her eyes, 
■'Your bu^inees whidi was wortli lakh s of rupees is now 
being totally rained* Of what arail will it be to keeji 
Indoors for ail time and ponder aver it day and 
night? The thing is you btp an absejitce master and your 
riches are being miaappmpriat&d by your own serronts. 
My only care ia as to what ttio two ttrehina aiU live on 
if things go on in ibis way. Our wealth and property 
are elipping olT from our lutnds end if nothing niuiaios, 
what will bfl our condition? ” kl this Kamal struck Ills 
forehead with his hand in despair nod thought a good deal 
nl)out the plight lie was in* He then called Gobardhan 
and said to him * '‘Ljatonto me, Gobardhon. I want to 
go <jut on triwlc tinmorraw. Just make arrongeioents to 
gel my boats in readineae. Ilo call all the boatmen.” And 
lint nacrebant coulioucd saying in icarH, ** My Iwuw and 
belongings t commit entirely lo your charge. Do look after 
my two darJinga. They have no mother and when I am 
gone, they will lie orphans in Lho truvKl sense n( tlie word.” 
Then he said to Maiphiila* tlie maid-eerrant, ” 1 am going 
out [or trade, tlio boya are to remain here 

under your rare. Don't you fail lo look after them.” 

He took leave of all hie tieighliours and tiicn went 
into bis Iwal* Tiie crew now offered tiicir prayers to Ptr 
Badar and tlwn took off the anchors, '* On with the onre” 
—tlie order waa annoiiiiccil by I tea I of dntnia ntwl tlicti the 
reweru set about row'ing, and the voyagr was liegnn. 
They rowwi on for four ticnds nnd then reached the dark 
watera of Uie high turaa. IJcit; in tin* high Ecaa^lor Saniii*B 
love did Crotiardhiin plunge himself hendlong, (LI, l-ifti.) 

UJ 

Listen, «y frienib, to ihc tale of woes that now befell 
ibe tender urchins Chanduituu and Suryomanl. It reads 
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oij Iieiirt to fipeuli of thv miseries which ttwir hsRl-hearlwl 
ctepmuthcr inflicUKl on them- They had, indetil, & very 
hard time of It now, tor if they addrcJised birr as ruotfier 
site turned a bn^ bout faceou them- If, pindied by hunger, 
tfiey wanted food, tier eyes grew ctinwin in nnger, and 
cruel as pile was, she would wwtd them isevcnjiy. How 
jiia^, shall I iWfibc tiieir Tlwy were served with 

aialo eiwl rotten rice and curry, till tile two bright laila 
lost all their glow of health auti luveUness. They wept 
bitterly and ihooght tJieir wailiriga would tnove the very 
Ptottea to icurs, tlicy could not move their bard-l^arted 
Btopmotber to pity. Day and tiight lliey pined away in 
grief, remembering their parents. A heh need not i>e told 
witere water lies : it knowpi that by iUBtincA ; so does 
a child pant for and seek the afTection of o motber. No 
wonder therefore, that to llie great tmguiAh uf their heart 
limy feltadeep ytuirniog for tlwir dead mother. Tlieir colour 
faded, and pale they grew oa rime passeil. ITniabte to 
bear the sting of hunger, Chamlmani approached his 
brother one day and said, This is more than 1 can bear, 
brother. Better far it is to put an end to life. To a drug 
shop let us go and secure poison wherewith to end our 
misenthle cxiatcnce. last us die together, ns we liave lived 
logetber, «o that one may not survive the other to mourn 
his loss, (IjI- 1-26.) 


Now while usioep in a room at Kajalkata, Souai 
dreamt o dream which set her thinking. The dream ia 
outlined thus. “ Chondmani and Sury'amiini had become 
kings by a freak of fortune and poor Oobardhan was about 
to be hanged, wlieu Buryamani intervened and sot him 
free.** After this she called oot Oobardhan and said, 
So brig as Chandoianl and Suryamani are alive, I havn 
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no liope of Uappiness. Dearest, I liave o&iy otto rei)uesl 
to make to you and tbie is timt you ehoold manage to 
make away with tliem oa soon as you miglii do so.” 
Gobardhou agreed and set about devising tneana 
lor tbe asaaaeination of tbeae boya, anti then when a 
plan WR 3 thought out she called Maipbula to ber and 
with learful eyea diaclosed all that weighed In hei 
mind. She gave the maid a uecklaoe, tied two gold 
jnohmra to the skirt of her cloth and also presented her 
with a flame-coloured mdi of great value. Then alie said 
to her. " From to-day we ate fast friends and you will 
live here os the [Distress and all other maids will wait 
on you and carry out your orders.” Then she carcHiingly 
touched her cheeks and continued, ”I will give yon in 
marriage. You are in the tifat bloom uf youth, aa (resdi 
as 0 flower full of honey, and many n bee will bo eager to 
approach you. You will kindly pluck out the 
pricking at niy side. 1 will then build you a house to tbe 
south of tlie rivw, I will also bring yon a lover after yonr 
heart, and then vvill yotir term of nervitude end and you 
will verily be like tbe tnistrcsn of the house in all matters. 
Chandmaui and Suryamani arc sons of tny anwife and 
therefore, my enemies. If they live, I am doomed. 
Thus lamented Sonai and tlien whispered to Maiphula's 
ears, ” Remove this thorn, say, yon must.” When 0onaL 
tiad finialied, tearsatoodm Maipbula’s eyes, which she wiped 
owy with the skirl of her cloth. At this Sonai perceiveil 
LIm! maid-servant'a aBectioii for the children and with a 
view to Usai her heart baited her thus, ” Chandmani and 
Hiiryamani are very dear to tno, Though they have not 
been bom of me, they are as good os my own ciuldren. I 
have none to call my own except tlieao two darlings, and if 
they live, ray funeral rites will lie duly i;ieTlormetl by tfaem, 
so that 1 shall get water to quench my thirst after death. 
What 1 have said J have said only to teat your heart and 
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l<» NM thiit they have ni) diecomloii for want of food and 
drink. The tDercliant has thrown the whole burden of the 
familv OD niy shoulder and gpite abroad. ^ awfully preeacd 
for time I am tUal 1 have no loiatire to look after them and I 
do not know what tlujy think abviut me. But let me leJl you 
II fart hews. When 1 sit to eat in theboun^of noon, 
my food scarcely gct$ down my throat, thinking of these 
orphanii entrusted to my care/* Then in countleSB vrays, 
slu! tried to bait tiie maid wlw. liowever, was clever 
enough to see through all her dodges. (L*l- 

(7) 

There lived a man m that village Manik ^ardar 
hy name. Of the lewd and wicked men of the 
locality he was verily lire head and u finished 
master of evil ways. He dressed his hair in right good 
fashion and idly loitered alttut. He weni from one jiond to 
anolhor with an aoglmg rod in hishaiHl. Wlien h^aewives 
came to lake water, lie whislled to draw their notice and to 
captivate their hciiriB. Chaste women [laid no heed to his 
whistling, but cwjucttCH would show by their wily ways 
tluil thev were willing to .espotid. He cured not for 
angling and got very small fishes 1ml the bait he laid were 
not evidently fur them. They were meunt for women s 
hearts-and when he could hook any of liiCBe, he Uioughl his 
end achieved. 

One dav' Gobardbani called Maiiik to tlie boueo of thB 
merchaol and having conterred with Soirni, appoinied rite 
rogue as the Ourwim of the place. He had his meals both 
by day and by night at thot house and the wily Sonar 
mmed him into a plaything pandering to her wiahea, ns the 
charmer makes his flimke donee at hiu wish. She selected 
Manib's quarters at n place quite near to Moiphula’a and 
tt rake that Mauik was. he waa right glad to live mar the 
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youkhFiil wi>Qi&n who seemed to hifii like the moon dropped 
from the beiivcn inki hia liniidH. 

^raiphutn was in the full bkiotn of youth ami Mdoik 
H'Qfl so maddened with Utst tliat he could not wait to oourt 
her favour by any alow and paiient process retjuiring lapse 
of time. One night he slowly broke open the door of 
Maiphuia'e liuuso am) lighted a lamp to mt tliiuga iinmnd. 
Uti found tbai the maid wna in deep slumber w'ith th« 
two bojB Chandraani and Siiryamani lying Ity her aide. 
Maipbula now w'oke up, surprised nnd annoyed by the 
sudden diBliirbancc when Manik caught hold of both her 
hands. She looked like a snoke which being trodden under 
foot raises its hood aloft and makes a terrific rush. Then 
when ^fanik fell at her feet she was all ahlazo like dry 
cotton on &re, and addressing the miacreant who lay low at 
her feet, r«uret1 forth an indignant volley of words; 
" Btrictly have I been observing the roligious rites enjoined 
on a widow by ottr scriptures. I lead on ascetic life. 1 
had my hair cut off when I went out to Gaya on pi)gri> 
msge. It is mere [ooliiardineiu oil your part to venture 
your wicked propoeal here, t will now raise such a cry 
09 will wake up the whole house. Hast thou not, 0 mis* 
croont and low*bora one, tby own mother and sister that 
you should thus touiper with feminioe virtue? " Her lips 
quivered in anger as she spoke. But Maotik picked up 
Douroge and answered undaunted, ** Well, 1 know all about 
you and it k no good dodging me. Leave aside all thy 
mock-abows, thou seeming queen of virtue." "Off with 
thee," roared Maipbula and Chand and Butya wake up. 
It woA now nearing daybreak, The eastern horison was 
streaked with crimaon, and tile night was over. Mutter¬ 
ing grim words of rage, the wicked one left the place at a 
slow pace. The rogue Maoik thus tried to tempt Maipbula 
on many an oecaaion and she one day went to Sonsi to 
whom the diactosed all hia tascaUly.^ Souai eknpered n 
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little rttiH glanccil arelily a\ ber aa if aUc aiwpoeted lusr. 
^Jaipbtilu fdt niKiitUKl andfaid, t castiQt toleriitc all tbia. 
Lkt give riiH IvJive fur 1 will no lutiger atay iu «ucb a buuae, 

1 will Liwk pndity and earn iiii laimbic pittance! wld fice- 
du»tt ajjil aiale grain will Ix) tqy flastenance! I «di coinnnt- 
tiiig Cliund and Snryamant to your care/’ So saying, tlie 
innid went out oml the Ih>>'s wept for her. She had not 
gone for when she began lo reflect thus, “ Let me go back. 
My liport yeanw for Ibe two dear boys. Before her death, 
their mother coionutted them to uiy UandA. How coti f 
moke my heart hard tike flinl and go leaving tliem? Who 
will give thetn fotal anil water when they are pindied with 
hnngor nod thirst? Whom will they look up to on 
waking from their alrep? Who again will treat tliem lo 
seeds of Wan—ilwir favourite foorl in ihe niorti? '* 3lie thus 
mused on nuiny things ftiul then went hack to her old 
master's lunise, weeping, (Id. 1-72.) 


On that very day, Sonni priTalely called Manik in the 
evening and ill, "Mamk, though not bom ol the same 
mother, wc ore akin in mind and are i|j«rofore. ae good 
na brother ami siater. I will search out a lieatuiful bride 
for yon and then Imdlur and eii^r that w'e nre, we shall 
live lugethor ttt Imppitiea* in ihe same house." With tliose 
wonia she treateil her new brother to Iwtel leaf and tlwn 
[latted him on iho hack aaying, "Hlne thing you have to 
(hi fur me, tuy dear brother." Tltc redoubtable Manik then 
[Knidored over many things tmd folding bU lundseaid, 
"Tlwre ia nothing on earth which 1 caiinot do for you at 
your order." Then said Sonai, " Do liblon lo me. If to¬ 
day yon eao contrive what I ask you to do, T wilt marry you 
to a bride of exceeding beauty. The two lads Cliandmani 
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nnd Stuyainsn) ato Buns uf mjr W'vife and most 
iwluTidly, IhcrB^fuj^, tl>ey nre my enemies. If they live, 
I can have qi> happmess od the earth. Do retnone 
ttieae tboriia from my sMe, my brother." Bo saying, 
Sonai pul a sword into Manik's hand, " Do not stop, ^ 
not speak. Forthwith do end tliem once for all." At this 
bkldiog of Soriai, Maiiib poflled off to the room where (he 
two boys were lying on their beds. Slowly he entered that 
room and with tlie sword in hand lie pondered a little. 
The two boys were dead asleep and Manik rosolTed to cut 
tJieir beads off. With the suddentic^ of a ffaah of 

Ughtningt Maipbula held up the sword in Manik's hand. 
Tears were gushing from her eyes and her breasts 
were bare of cloth and her hair wtis dishevelled. The 
redoubtable rogue Manik now said slowly to lier, What 
mokes you hold me back?" Maiphula answered, "Do 
kill me. You hod a great longing for me and hero I am to 
seal my love for you with my blood. Cut me off and then 
pluck out my heart. But sparo these tender urchlne and 
consider them as your own cluZdren." So saying the maid 
fell at hie feet and beat her heed against the ground in 
supplication. Chandmani and Suryamani now woke np, 
and the rascal Manik became a changed man. He said to 
Molphola, *' Listen to mo, Maiphula, To-momow morning 
SoDst will cut my tiead off." 

Then they ooQfGTTcd together and bethought themselves 
of a plan. M&iphuln brought a rope of than thread 
with which she boond Manik light. Then she placed 
him lying with his face upwards and placed on his chest a 
atone weighing full two mannas and a half. Then Maiphula 
went out with Cbnndniam and SuryainaiH. Many pools 
and canals they croaoed and trudged on throughout the 
night, OB a leault of which they became fbotBore. The 
day farohe and birds aang. They wore now on the fe et 
Of a hilt. (U, 1,00,) 
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Tbc tiutern Hlb touched the honzun. The boys 
begciD to cty unable to bear llie fatigue of the journey. 
Maiphula held CbanckDani and Buryamani by the band 
and slowly entered into the foreat. The irAen thoni 
pricked the feet of the boya. They walked wearily and 
could proceed no more. Teara at reamed down the cheeka 
of Mniphula at thie pitiable plight of her master*a sons 
who lay down helpless under a Garjan tree. They bad got 
severe headache and fever and restbssJy tossed tlieir beads 
in agony and pain in the shade o! the tree. Alas [ who 
would give tliGiu mtMlicine or food and water? Sereft of 
everything they were, having only tom raga round their 
waists. 

Maipbuta then resolved that she would support the 
boys by begging. Tbeu ahe approacited them and touching 
their forehead whb her hands, she waa shacked at their high 
fever, *' Had 1 not brought tliem here there would have been 
some chance of their life, but now I see there is none.*' 
She remembered their parents and was full of grief at the 
the ought. *' Happy were they that they did not live to see 
this sight I There woe a day when the hoys were the darlings 
of the house and it ia because their mother is dead that they 
have been reduced to this plight. On the eve of her death, 
she committed them to my care and fondly hoped that no evil 
would botide them. But really I have turned out to be 
a source of greater misery to them than even their step* 
mother. Woe unto me that they lie in tius grim forest—it 
LB all for mo i W'hen the merchant will come bock and 
learn of this be will cut off my head before all. Of 
course, it is not death that I am afraid of, I^t the 
boys survive and 1 will meet death cheerfully," Thus did 
Maipbula refiect within herself and wiped away her tears 
with the skirt of her doth. ** The denee forests," she 
S4 
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coiitiriut:<l roQecting, "iirc Infentecl \vH1j Ugcfs lUid wolvt’s, 
uud wlicre am 1 tu k«e|> tiu' nick otiiidrttn now? How am 
1 to go a'begging tcnving ttterri hero? i nm oow in o ftii 
Aod wind nni 1 to ilo?" 

Teora gushed from her eyes as confounded nnd stuniiLtl 
she lay Uiero for a time reUcclitig on lulure, [IJ. 1'44,) 


( K> > 

Thi'Ji it sound reached her ears nn of tin; cutting of 
treea. The maid rose up mid went into the forest, foMowIng 
the sound. Ae she went, she often looked luiekwurds 
at the tW'o Imys whom she was leaving behind. She 
trembled full of misgivings aa to wlnit mighi liapjxm to 
them and it rent her heart to look nt their misery. Slie hqd 
proceeded some way when alto met a woodcutter. Maiphuln 
addressed him as Imither and said, ” I implore you to 
grant me s favour, I have two sone wlio hrtve been 
takcTfe ill with fever and are now reBtIcaa with pain under 
the flhada of a Gacynii tree, I seek shelter for myself and 
the children and I swear by Dharma (the God of Virtue) 
thot t look upon ymi ne my own brother in this distress 
and rely on your kindness.'' The n’oodoutter pondered over 
the request ii> his mind and seeing thnt the woman was 
very benutifnl to look nt. he ngreed after a time saying, 
** Yea, Iwing both your boys Find oome to my houBe." 

But you must help me,” said Mjilphaln with folded hands, 
" nnd lake one of my boys in your nrini/' 

Then Iwthof them repaired to theGarjnn tree, when lo l 
to their Burprise tlicv found that the two boya were not 
there. To Muiphuin it tceeiued to ho n bolt ftnm the blue ; 
slie dropped down to the griuind and writhed in an agony 
of despair. The very hills soemvd to quiver at her laments. 
The woodcutter was taken aback, and birds, bcaate and 
snakea fled away at the shriil ory, and even the mighty 
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tigers iinil benrs kxsk Ui Iheir tiilla jil the loud laTTiontB of 
tlie woirmn. i^he beat lier brciiiits, tort- Iwr hair aiul wns 
liesulf her senses. It rends one’s heort to namte what 
Jijippcnetl afterwards. Evening wiia drinKitig nigh, the aim 
wtia fast sinking iloivn, Miii|ihvila vraa lying niicoinwioufl 
and llii’ wnuficuttt'r Ixiro licr Iwnne ou bis shoulders* 

(LI. L36.) 


(Ill 

lA’t tis nnw roliim to ftoniii. SIk> was ui Iwr room 
wditiitg for Mrtiiik. She bad tm news about Mauik and 
of llu' two boys whose bcitda he was ooiumiaflionftd la cut 
off, ami atie felt verj^ imeaay over Ibis, She then sent 
(ro bard lift 11 to bring news nliout Manik, tlobardhnn eatered 
the room wlior*; thi' buys bad tnio .ind saw that Manik s 
luinds mid feet wen; all biMiml iijj nml n heavy slab of 
tUme was placed mr bis cliest. (lobardhan imltM«ed his 
Uvnds and set him frro- tbi coming to ^^omli Munik said 
'* As t entere*! tbe nxnii T was layikiri with a 
Inttii nil my liiiinL and nlst* on mv beaiL Tlie blow wns 
i^ci siiditeii titiil bca' v that it aceiiied le ln“ like a tbiitiderlioll. 
i ilrapiJcii ilnwii mi the ground uncoiwcwma and when 
I I'egiiivicd mv a very trtnmg iitiiii advniu''(!d and held 

me by llw uetk. Ue lightly Iwimd up my hands niiil feel 
ami plaa'il .m my a *l«l< of stone weighing i.wo 

itwmidjt mid a hiUf. In such A plight I was more dead 
than alive, and every hrvalb I took soiimEtl to be my last. 
Last night I seemed to liave liecu brought face to fact! ivitli 
the llud i.f nealli.’’ 

^\■l^cn atonal lurnrd (lu> kIu- iicinbleil in anger and 
mullored a [e« words aieeiitfully. Hearing this strange 

story, Gotnirdliun. went out in ijueal uf iVLuphiilii. lie sent 

mil epics 10 nit pluocs bnl noboily vrnild bring any news 
ntsmt them. 1*2^*) 
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Now let Mi turn to Chaodmiinj and Biufjiunttoi and 
attend to tlwf uilc of tlieir woeu. When Aiaiphiila wimi 
away, the two hrothcre wofee up ivod wop; rollift|{ oo 
ttio ground, aaid Chandniniij, " Well, rnv brother. I am 
flt the jHJinL oi death In bitter thjfHi." Then they Ijotli 
went out in quest of wuter in the deep Juugies nrni iviuing 
across a pool, drank ite muddy wafer to their heart's 
onifenl. They trmt alJ winse of dinjciion and oould not find 
out their way book to iIis Dsrjan tree. Evening wa» 
drawing nigh and the sun was sinking down. The boys 
were bewildered and could not decide where fe go. They 
wept in that foriom state and even the birds and beaaus 
joineii Iheir laments in sympathy. - 


On the iMink of tliai pool and under the shade of that 
tree, they sat weeping tilt they fell aafeep. (LJ.D28.) 


( tft) 

There was a kingdom near the Southern hills and its 
king hod died. This king left no isgus and do hia death, 
a cry of grief rang through the whole land. U 
i^re is no king reigning over u country it falls into 
disorder. There waa a hard scramble and fight for the 
throne when the old \'titier called o«t to all saying 
•Liston to me. inhabitants of this place. Von will have 
to decide as to who will be Ling. You know gold and 
silver arc del«tseil if mixed with alloy of braes and coppor 
and honey is spoilt if adulferafed with wafer. 
are rained il anarchy sets i„. Of ^bat avail is a pond 
|f It has no water, or of what aval Us a Jmufle whoso 
bus not been thatched ? So also a kingdom com,>s to no 


KaMAL TflK MERCHANT 


leu 

good, if bereft of h king. We oil fatl into chnOH, 
But wlio Mrill select the king'/ Let us go to tJie Eitibte 
of elepbADtii and decide lliere," The nsseuilily agreed to 
the propoHai of the V'izicr and went to tbe stable where 
there wna nn old white elephant whiob was in the lioitee 
for three long generations, revered atmoel like n bowiehold 
deity nod was, thererore, fed with mlUt and plantain. 
The Vizier said that on the white elephant slmnlil reel tile 
choice of selecting the king. 

^ # 

With dower and sandal? they bedecked tin: elephant 
and it walked on with raised trunk. Ttonrning llirough hilla 
and jimglcB, it went out jitendNy towards the Nnrth, 

The two |»yfl were itleoping unconseibUBly in tbe shade of 
a tree and there the elephant came. It looked setircbingly 
At Chaiidmnnj'A face nnd bnilmg that there was a ujiirk of 
royally on his forehead, raised him on hie back, ft rnahiHl 
on with Cbandmani who on waking began to cry in dread. 
The eleptiont arrived nl Ihe city and itie [icople made him 
their king. Bui of what avail is s kingdom if Lhere is no 
peace in mind? Docs rioli food like pohit suit n mnn 
who ia sufTering from indigestion? Cluind began to weep 
disconsolately, "Where," cried he, "is my brother 
Suryainani who was precious an a doll of gold to me?" 
The Vizier asaared the new prince that men had been sent 
to all directiuna to seek him oul, (i;,|. mft.) 

( 14 ) 

In the meantime a serious trouble had cume akuit. 

On finding no one by tiini, Suryomani hogan to or>'. 
(iod bad ordainiHf great woes for hint. He began ui weep 
end waa beside himself with grief. TearH guBbed from 
faia eyes in sireaniB. ^loeiime after tlris be saw many 
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b&niboo»‘, tiicd together, flontirig in the “tream. On these 
were wnnu men wlto wore going home, the Uatubewa being 
the goodB they hart seegreci Tliese men isaw tlw Iteantiful 
boy Bnryam&ni wlw esdiert their |Hty and they i<»k him 
along with tlietn, Tile bnniifOOK iloatert on, till they 
reai'hiKt tlie royal in the Southern roiintry. It was a 
tovdy tjiuit, off whiL'h innny ahl|:>ii utirt slnops hnrt cast anchor. 
The king of llif Suutb, Lfie owner of tlic jjh/it, wue a 
very atrtnig ruler who severely punishert itioae wtm dU 
not regularly pay their cuelorn rtnties. When all men 
rcuched lluit ghat, they sti^pped, and Buryamani was given 
some food amt wmer. 

A iwrrain iiieicliani ir> the high was tnndert in an island 
wlicre hi» stiijw iiacl atrnndeil. 'I'iieiv he dreamt that 
unU^s a tmiuim being was saerifierd, tlie presiding deity of 
the wa^ would not iio uppeu^ttHi, and the boat could not be 
brought into troter again. Having drcauit this strange 
drcAiii, Ihenwrchanl went lo ilia ruyid ghtii a nil sat ctowti 
tJicrc witli a piirw of iliruiHaiid rupees, plutigeit In deep 
thought. The dealers in bntnbooB heard of the mcrehjint'B 
dreuiii mill forthwith rcnolvuii un HcUing i^iiryainjiiti. .And 
they ilid so for n thuiiaODd rupees. Tile luerehant gladly 
»;aiuB ki his boat iigain, lieili-rket) Ifie Isiy with varioiw oriia* 
menta nnd niao fed litm witlt many entablcs. Just before 
the Iniv was jiitiuoialed, be beg.'Ui to shiver and pant, tl 
harrows one's lieurt Ui descrilo? tlw*doings uf the merchnnl. 
Ha piishiht the Wy inU) the water, ft wii^s a nig In of imw 
moon. Tiw iiky wn.i overBpretu! with darkness and the sea 
was chaline with stormy wavRi*. Tiic Imy was set adrift in 
the salt water, one wave tnssiug h'lttt as high as iiie nky 
and Qtilither carrying him nearer ,uid nearer to a sandy 
ifihiiid—a long, lung sireich u| hnnl wljore there was no 
habitation and where no direction roiild lie traced. The 
current llew high and the ehi[is of tiie mercliain were 
once more afioat, murebiug Jiotncward. fLt. 1-44.) 
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Lul uss iio^v fiilbw liu» tiT Surynmaiii. 

lit tite is 111 mi wljcrr hti iifiri cnirU^i by tlui wavuR 
ftiood llii? hottiiL' ci a rsslicmoiiiAh. Klw; cnritc ncross tjurva* 

F 

iiumi niul Ux»k Uini |(i lirr^idf, Klif titw tliiU tbi* liitU: 1ni1 
w()» MiifTiH) full wItIi Fill it wiitqr, Init ibiU biH lifv stilt 
tit liim« mtil 4lii< trlfd tn ItrliifZ bint tii Ni‘iiiw>A nj^nitt 
by moving liig litintts Anri foirit. Intnij^bt tin oortbf’t) 

pibbur nmi init* it »ljc ^quwwtl tin* Iwy tvtt}i lit* fai^* 
tiliwart]^. Then tvAltT ot>wl from fnrt' mill now ami the 
i«totuJii‘h u'lix }igliU«iic-il of tti* tvclglkt. Ttie HiFibtiruvninUt next 
iinru the tw>y liomr tm Jit*i- 4itn«b!cnt. SiirU nn* tlir tlritiife 
riecrw of tnic. Ttte Iniy bttil fiillen iMUv ibt bni ^Viin 
rtrabml In Jife. tti Iblit wity ibi* litil t^nrynninni fciitnti liii; 
way tn the iumsf of (lie fisficrwonnin', (tJ. l»lS4J 

( 10 i 

Chanrimnnl was pining in rrnfliries? tamenl for hm 
bmtber nth) snliticra rclnrneil to iJnit Snryamatti 
hall btifn tlovtiuretl by a wolf, As iwij ns ibo iiowa rearii- 
vfl tlu^ enrsitf the King Cbnnilmttm, Ikt rirop^icri dmvn to the 
ground sannkrlesa, imd for ibree ilAya be tvciu ivilhiiijt 
frxKS, weeping day iiini nigbl for lir* iirailnT. (LL I'll,) 


( 17 ) 

hVif twelve yenrs Kumuf the mfirebrnn rcinnieri from one 
[H>rt 10 aiiotbei^ and then eiuiie biiek, KLuvly (be boata 
rcAclieri iIuf alurwairi .tiid iiere Wkv delaineii for a diiy 
or two fur pnying maes tiiid oilier cusioiii ihittes. 

Kniiiol was unu day wvdbing along a ciuml when ho 
found B buy os |i:FVf.ly as u doJl of gold in the house of a 
fieherwoiuan. He aeonied to rcoogniae the cblb) and 
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poDder«tl xrilhin'liimaelf to bow Iw could (lai bis wsy to 
tbttl houee. Mtr wua Riled with mlsgiTiogs and could not 
nrtive nl any doRnito conclusion, Alus I he did not know 
wlmt bad happened in his own house during biis sbseoce! 
He tbouglit 4 good deal about Lis two sous oitd was troubled 
with Enmty iipprettensions. Tlie officer tu charge of the 
gbal now' came and said that it was the ordDi of the king 
not to let his boat off. The merdmnt said to him, " Do allow 
me to go out, I will give you n thousand rupees." Otiadoy, 
two days, tliree days passed and ilie new king now UunaeU 
came on board his ship. The merchant was dased at Ibo 
sight. Ho sGOmcil to be oonfounilerl by a dream and could 
not make out anything, Tbe prince dropped down at his 
feel and callod bim lutlier, thus soothing his heart. Then 
laying bis head in the bosom of the metchatit, ho narrated 
the whole story in detail. The father then iisid in tears 
that Suryaniani was alive and thal he would soou bring him 
over to the palace. 'With these words, Kamal went off to 
the fi filler woman and said to her, " Where have you got 
this chubby boy from? " 

It was a strange tale that he heard from the fisbei- 
woman and tears came to his ayes as he Usteited, 
Suryamani fixed his gaze on the inercbant and said 
in tears, "Alua, lailier, where ia luy brother, where 
is my aunt Msiphula aud whara dgain are our house 
and things? My brother had been in great misery which 
brought a high fever, 1 don't know what happened 
next." Kamal kissed him sod taking bim in hjs arms 
came to where the ships lay. The two brothers 
embraced each other and the merchant said to his meii| 
Hear, oh my rowers, 1 wont to start for home to>day. 
My son is the king t ‘ this gh^t. Do take off anchor and 
set out at once," With these words be struck bis drum 
and gave the order for rowing. The Iielumiian laid iiis 
hands to the hetm and set sail. Tbe boat swung hither and 
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thither and moved on like a fihow->ib}ng. Three dayn 
they ioah in reaching Baaaiitinagnr and they signified their 
arrivot by the firing of guns, Sonai und Gobardhan trembled 
in their hearts to H«e that the merchanl had come back. 

Kamal walked atroight on to the inner apartiuenta. 
He met Qobardhanon the way and aaked bim newa about Uia 
two hoys. "What can I tell ytmr' reph^ Gobordhan^ 
"the two boys left their liome Logoi her." The merchant 
now pulle<] him by the earn iind naked him, " Wbere is 
Sonai ? Bring her hero at once/* He roared out hie 
command and the two-atoried building Irembiedi at the 
sound of his voice. He sulked tn auger and hie eyes grew 
crimson at the time. Ho Ihen called all Ida soldiera and 
rowem and ordered them to [inreat the rogue GobardhaD nt 
once. Oobardhan did not say a word and nome ol the men 
caught hold of him by the neck and bound his luixida and 
feet in chniiiB. They pusltod him by the neck and Sonai 
trembled to see the sad pliglit he was in, Kamal then gave 
orders saying, " Let their graves be dug and search out a 
mad (log to lie set against them when balf-huried, 1 will 
make them eat the hard fruit of their love." 

At tills time the two Iwys camo there and had a look 
al tlie face of the atepmothcr. They then jowtred their 
ga;;e and said not a word to her. They spoke Ui their 
father and entreated to spare iJicir stepfiiotlier, 

Knmsl did not say anything anti only called 1 hat had 
woman near him. She shook in fear and was indeed 
more dead than alive. She only turned lier eyes and cost 
a look at Qobardhon. 

■ ■ » ■ 

Cliaridmani ttien said to his father, " Be calm and 
easy , father, ujid search out the maid Maiphuta." 

long search was begun nnd a revviml was atuiuiiuced 
in markets and bazaars with beat of drvima, hut nil stud 
tiiat Maiphula was no longer alive, 

2ft 
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Ciiamiiniiiii now- flaliefl leave to go to his owti country. 
All array of vessels was fittetl out aihl Olirtn^Uuani (inj 
SuryHumni wont smiling with llieir father, Ksmni also 
took Sotuii with them, her eyes streaming in teara, 

As the l*ottis reitt'Iiw) tlio high seas, he took Bonni to 
hnnat-lf iinJ sairi* •* Liston to me, Suiiai. My iH-jtrt 
haa Iwii hrokfin to pieces. I liii) Imjitfd a great dojit from 
tlieo when I nmde ihte luy wife. Uiit these hopes have 
provi'il Won 111 tluii I liatl ifieil with Siirnngiiti, 

In my old ago than ha^t aeiit niurderoua ahatui at my 
heart and the ttre of my ongniali hurnn in high (latinss 
within niy soul, If tJioii Uvest, there is no htipo of 
hapjiiness for me. Thoti hast brought dishonour to the 
family atitf httmhhkl the ilignity af my sons/* 

So saying the umrehant caught hor by the hair and 
gave hor a pualj. In the deep sena sank Sonai nitd 
the merchant himecif wntited to rush into the waters, 
hut lie was hedd up by the sons who groaiuid itt griof. 
The boats soon reiieli^l the rnyn) ghat, and ttiey went to 
their kingdum in company of Ibeir father, (LI. 

tX9) 

The new king ruled him land with ra much power that 
even the wild Iwasts, our enemiiai by nature, hud to 
forget tliuir malice for fear of him Such was hia proweai 
that even tiger# and huJTiiloea roniimd and grmted tn the 
same field and-wen? afraid of quarrelling. Otieday a cntKcd 
womat) came there and tuitrated the story of Itow a foster* 
ninilicr [Huiieil flic twelve monthe of a year. It wag a 
pathetic tnle nnd it moved evensloues to iesr^, tJne day 
tJis iniuiiie woiiiiiu i-nttvctl the idHer apanmonti ami wept 
while Hinging her aud talo, and at this the eyea uf tlie priiici! 
glwtetied with icart Sttryauiani malted U> clasp her in 
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his embrace luid addressed Jier «u> auitt Maiphulai at 'which 
aU the aflaeinblcd men were ftinawd. The knew iiig took 
hie ' aunt' liame, Bhowing nil his foinidfiss tot her. But ehe 
ate nothing nor did she speak a word. Slic only Iwat her 
forelwod with both her hands and did not even stay there 
nor Ci'tred to Jiaten to the words and entreaties of Olliers, 
She went away weeping and aioging her liafotnwht, the 
song of twelve months. Tears were her <mty trefwure, for 
itieanc m a he was, she wa* bereft of her senie. 

Here ends the ballad of Hama) the merdjant.fLl* 1-20.) 
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iniEH^'ACE TO miYAil RAY. 


About c!ir«* yeor? agu Babu Obtuiilrs Kuciar Dt; lutartl 
It lew ver»eG ul tJiiy bnllail Biittg hy oiio KailAbh Cbncdra 
Pe of the villager Nfachhua in the Sub^lXivistoii of Eiaone- 
gniii< lie took flows tJie liirtw Briil felt interested in tlieir 
simple pathos. Ttater on, he earns In contact wjib two 
minflirels, who eaug [iarteof LhinhallacI,—Sotnuf Saohhunl, 
Katghar and AditUa DnJ of Mommppn*. But ttiough he 
had made a coUeetioii of some portions of the ha I lad from 
these three periions, it waa very meagre and did not give 
liim even a hone idea of thi;: plot. He nevertheless felt from 
what he hud secured that the bn Had poaBessetl the simple 
rural cbarin, characteristic of aame of the best eonga of ihia 
kind. In the month of Baisokh <M8y)f of ilie Bengsli year 
13d2, be happened to meet oive Manmohan Sadhu lirittg at 
the Maluii Aarnm in the Suh*^DiviHton of Netmkoiia, This 
mao was formerly an inhabitaxit of KhaHajiul. He bad a 
note-book which coiUoined a nrumber of songs. Bui the 
fragmenta of Shyam Ray that could be eecored from this 
note-book wore yet insuIBcleul. Ijitely, Bahu Chandra 
Kumar paid a visit to that cclebrateit shrine of My men sing h 
—the Gupta Brinflabau. There lives one Kamal Dae 
Rairogi whom Ciiandrji Kumar descriibea ns a veritable ooeert 
of old ballads. This minstrel, wlmse avocation is to aing 
old ballads tuned to the mnsie of the one-stringed 
lustrutneiit oelled llic Eikhira, supplied him with a very 
considerable pari of the ballad of Bbyatn Hay, tliough 
it aMtme that the ballad has not liecn oullecteil in its entirety 
even w’ilb this valuable help. One reading this ballad will 
apparently lie at ruck with some umjssiam in it. Stray 
passages have bcei} collecteii from different sourceB and 
these have not been strung together to make a conaiaient 
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whole. There sre some gApft io l»c met with in the de8cri|i- 
tionis, but fitilJ the coHeetioti as it .lUnds, gives ihc entire 
story with sotna omisnion of deintU. The omissions might, 
however, he Hue to u liigh dratmitic sense of the poet who 
Hid not consider it worth hia while to give details of 
narrative but was content with giving anggeetions, as 
regards the prosaic events, laying slresB on purely lyrical 
eloniaivts of the atury. 

This ballad bearfi n close alEnity to that of 
Dfiopar Pdf and the Herdimtan piibliahcd In the Bdeond 
volume of Eastern Bengal Ballads, The siluatiooe are 
often antilogoiiB atid the pathos breathes the same air of 
rural sinipUcitj. In its original the ballad enpphea a rich 
treasure of indtgenotis imagery, very hard to be translated 
into English, The author dues not give any dassic sitniles, 
Ttie country that lie lived in with ita picturesque landscape 
and humble occupations of the rural folk presented bini 
W'itli vivid pictures which be baa delintiated with great 
force and clearness. He has indulged in tlm imageries of 
his rural country sometimefi to a fault. It seems that the 
poet w'As deeply plunged in liia own oentiments and scarcely 
found time or humour to apply the poetic art for arranging 
hia overflowing ido&a in proper order, Such puseagaa, 
irregular and uncormected as they are In the original, are 
likely to suffer greatly in translatiou, though in the 
originnt, the brilliancy of Irameiy figures proves too absorb- 
log to allow the reader to mind the defects in the arrange¬ 
ment of the incidents of the plot. 

Like flfa/itfo and the Dhopar Pat 1 he situations dua- 
crilMd in tlue balUd are dramatic. The poet lotrodnces the 
incidents of the plot withoul oonsidering any prelude or 
introduction to be neecBsary, so that they sometimea look 
like unconnected scraps. But one reading the wltalo poem 
will find out the connexion and appreciate that the plot was 
very vivid in the mind of the poet and that he has been 
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alile io work U out with greet palfws and poetic charm. 
The pttet Niiai Chand mixes philtwopliy witli poetry, aiidin 
ihc enhiplions^ lie aomctimca discourses with a keen insight 
iuU> I he ]i3y{*htiliigy of the eha meters who Imvc loved and 
sulTcrtifl. There le no rnrtic crttdcuess or quaintuess ii. 
Ilia philosophy. It takes ua hy surprise that n man who 
had evidently no wlueaticm w'orth tioming could Irave aueij 
deep [wiunfntioh into tlii> afTaira ol the sexea and eouhl 
analyse them in such a aulitle way. We know nothing as 
to who this Nitai Chand waa. Only we know that he 
Wbngal to that fftinoua nest oh singing birds—^Eastern 
Myinensiiig—aiul bo jntclied his note ns high as the beat 
of them ilid. If he caiwiot lie rankwl uiiU Duijti Ivanai, 
the poe; of .WoIimh, it is probably liecawse we have not been 
able to fseenre the iJoCtii it* ii cone is teat shape tbroughout 
axKl hecause nf the (raguieulury nature in which the tale 
lias been woven. We arc trying to i^covcr a better vereiun 
of this poem which, m hope, does exist in the ahades of 
the big litirakh ireei* with which the rural district of 
Myrneiisingh alwundt. Tl>e character of the Dom girl 
doea not ahovv any of the reroorkablc features tlmt charac¬ 
terise MnhiiB. We have not liked her Taraeniotiona which 
arc sometiinCB stereotypcil and (imnotonous, but a wealth 
of lyrical thought often rising io dramatic heights 
pervades ilu? i>oeni, and it h this lyrical element which 
constitutes its chief excellence. 

it will he interesting to note that tunny lines of this 
remarkable poom cciio tbe veroee of Clinndidaa and other 
Vaisnavii poets. Wi- have tioid in our Inirodiiction to the 
Second V olume that many knotty prohletna at to the origin 
of Yaisuflvn lyrics sre solved by a close study of tliese 
ballads. The ballad makers, it is obviuna, did not owe 
anything to the \ aisnavn jioelH and wc beg to repeat that 
the whole aimospiiere of Bengal being charged with gay 
notes of love, a phraseology rich in the expreauions of 
26 
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WAual (arimi in the ocHiuirydde. 

Top Vaintiiiva {.lOPts and Ihe bnrtud-mnJfprs both tlrew fwini 
the m-asure.hmiB4j of Ihift iihrfl'wlugy. 

Tin- hnlhid evidently Isalongs to tho older wImoI and 
cannot be the jirodnctlon of ^ f>er(()d later llmo the 14th 
reniiiry. Tliciv i« no Moslem Element i» it, awl tovp 
between a member d 1 aristocracy nm] a Jim-horn TComon 
is the burilen of the haUad, as we 6n<J it to bo iho citso m 
the ballade of Mahua and Dkobaf Pat. Chandiiliw Iiita* 
^If ioved a [oH-barn wnmnn. This was an age chnracEer- 
im\ by Ji bold departure rrom all swial cam>n», which, 
(he Sohajiyaa indulged in, rPTelling in the dsthetio plane 
of higher love. The language remiDds ii» of ihb partlcuJ&r 
epoch, which U-ars the stamp of the gruntest of the 
Sahnjiyas ChandidnB, Hence tok are ltd to conjecture 
that the ballad in its original form pnibably betmiged 
tn the 14tli century, if not earlier. 

Thelmlindol Sbyam Rey comains 397 linpaand 1 have 
dividetl them iulo nine eanios. 


DwEsa Cra>i»rji Skn, 


Sbyajn Rmy 

( I ) 

Slip was Ibe wife of ti Dtfm, end site came to the 
lamlitig ffhai with n pitcher in her ami. $>hyQiu lley scatjnl 
to hu? plnaaufe'huitae hcJield her tlimugh a window. She 
Wtts ratlicf flf ft «bort stature. Her long h&tr all Inowe was 
flowing iti the eir. The whole otiuotry slie had inJutdentid 
by the olmrcn of her yuitlliful look i ebo hud put on n coarse 
wri of jriio, which played with tJ® wind. No wonder 
tlial SJiyam Ray beenme ebartned by n sight of this young 
woman. 

'* If you would be mine, oJi lovely girl, I would marry 
you, I would decorate your beautiful bnir with golden 
pendoDU. A couch, a cuabion and a fine mat I would 
give you for your iiee. How pleased with each other 
would we spend the whole night in amouffi. The coaree 
wri that you wear ilI-beeom» your lovely fonn, I would 
give you in ks place a rich N'lJambari jwri (u cover 
your eh arms. la it fit that you should wear these glass- 
beads round your neck? Fmn would I give you a necklace 
of large penrla, I would give you a pair ol rjob Bajn to 
wear to your arms und a Hdiufi to wear on your bruaat. 
How gliidty I ahitii myself adorn your oyea with the 
blntdt paint Kajjah If you were mine how happy both of 
na would 1®. A golden lamp fed by elnrified butler {ffhet) 
would I light in ray rwm and for the whole night Iwtiold 
the graces of your lovely faoe, beautiful aa the moon." 

(LI, M8,l 
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( a ) 

C’Aofdff,—A tuiipless ^votnau nm 1, dependent art 
otiicre. 

in Ihe evening a muideii ewtEc fmjn bhyatn R«j with a 
meaaagc. Sbe slood nt the t>ftck*dDor. 

T^ie Dom GirL 

'* 1 aui II frail t^omiui .^nd my ijinthvr-in<litw keepii & 
abfirp watch over mo. Yon Lave cotuo in iLc evening, 
oil moaaengor. I have pot yet ligHeil the lamp in my bouse 
and my Liisband tvilJ presently come with the goods of bis 
irado, 

“ You ftsk aWut my condition—whot sbulJ I any ? In 
the fufi mootli of August when liiitdH iirie flooded ^itb 
water, I find iie iJ there is cot a drop of water in the 
[iiidstream of the Ganges, The holy river abovro mere 
sliohln lUn] sandSf instead of a tluw of her sweet wpler. 

" It is not now the batbiiig time, so that I eaimot go 
to the river-side with tbs pitcher in my arm after eroptyiiig 
it, on the pretext of bathing. Neither am I a trailer so 
tbai I could visit his Imiise fur a mere sight of btrn on the 
pretext of selling my grtods. Were I a sbepberd, oh lovely 
messenger 1 1 would go and see him on tlie pretext of 

visiting the pAHturea. Were I a flo wist* woman, 1 would 
go on the pretext of Belling garlands. If I were a waaber* 
woman. 1 would go to felcii clothes from bis boHae. 
Behold, oh me^aengcr, the flowing tears of my eyes. They 
will tell him how sincerely f fcol. Had i a. trained parrot. 

I would have sent it to bim with my tove-nicBsoge, Alas 
r am not a pigeon which goes in darkness Iwfure the dawii 
to fetch its food. ^VJiat pretext cart I produce to go to his 
bouse? If I ttem 0 flower, 1 would have dropped into 
your Land from ihe bough to he taken to him as nn 
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offering of myself. If I were su'eet eomplior, t woniri 
bavu yielded my frngrniKXi to iiis air to reach him; Deitber 
am I green cocoaniit nor a iwincgriinfite IrnU, so tlinl f 
could dissolve myself into juice to appease his thrlst. If 
I were betel and betel-out, I would eimt myaelf in a amall 
Ikix and lie an offering to liitu. If I wen* Cbtia and 
eaDdol. I would feel myself blepsid by scenting bis forehead 
with perf«Tmc^ prepnred of rnyuelf. Xeithcr tim T fi hanenn 
or fl cuGiiiiiber, that I tuigbt cut ntyBclf into pificefi and 
lieing served in a |dute offer myseif on hiji table. This 
youth of mine is neither a svveetmeni nor pulno, to be 
presented on bis table in dinner time, My youth i» not 
the stream of tbo nnngvs, so that I could tie giithcred into 
a cup to be offered to ivjisb Ida feet. How tinppy would 
I lie to be one of his numcftuifl inaid-servnnta to have tlie 
privilege id serving him. There ia no wjiii Uiat T can 
plan to present inyitelf n» an offering to him. If 1 were 
n cuckoo of tlie forest, oh iiienflcuger, or a bee deitglitiug in 
Howera, I would lly in the air and nn the preimct of gntlier- 
ing honey 1 would have n flight of hie face and Mtisly 
myself," 

Niloi riintid, the pocl, lakes the wumaii'a brief and aava 
ill her strain t—" This youth is an essence culled fnotij all 
the good tilings of tlic world httl how sad it ia wImui it 
comes to no use. Were 1 a ffiite, ou the pretext of singing 
a tune, 1 would offer myself to his lips and be happy at 
the touch, J am helpluNsfy dependent, a frail wonmn 
as I am. Rut were it posaihle, I would leave my husband 
end Hurreiidcr my yuuth to my lover," 
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Tile temp of the liouse h ffickering, oow iesve me, oil 
messenger, and tell bim that I cannot mcol him to-day." 
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Tht MtMueTKjrr. 

'* Vuii (ire cnguijtMJ in your liimsoholtl work, hut put it 
off Torn rtliorl timrt onH uie, ^byam Ray has i^ent 

me lu you tor aomc purpose. Vtiiir lover, beauttful girl, ia 
standing <t]i the tuink of the river, waiting for ynu, 1 have 
come, nut tw'og able to resiel bjs appeal. Ho bns grou:ii 
mod for you unij you catmol evade him by any tuHAna." 

fU, i-50,> 

(3) 


Tftc liout {riri. 


Chttra^. —Oh, Rhyam Ray, oh my love, do not aiood 
obatructiog iiiy way. I must ijutckty return home, 

hUing uiy piicher. [t does not l>eeoine you tn di^tme 
me (hue. 


” Know tluit I am a woman of the fJoni caste. Yotir 
BUiuB in society ia high. Don't you kiiow tfuit a iwrson so 
high as you heeumea an outcast wJjen he wishes to make 
tove with one so low as [ am. You are a ruO-blown 
Qownf of a rich manr’a gardcti and I shuLl be like a thorn 
onto your fuel. If yon really got wtiat you wish, it will 
be « matter of public acondal in ihta life and through all 
time. You are the «m of « TEnja and I, a girl of tho 
Dotn caste. Why shoutf) you not launch your bolt in 
oceans and seas but foedishly Ho to In n filthy pool whose 
water ha# run out? Tho eon of a Raio, you are, rav love, 
like tin full moon. Why should you leave llte glorious 
firmament and covet a lowly bed on the greund? 

" I’hcra IS no wedI of oouchca, cuehiorifi and golden 
beds in the pulare, but thia gmimd is luiid. h will hurt 
your soft body. Neither is it the proper time for you to 
put HIP to vuoh a trial, THere are wlckcil eyes all around 
and who knows tfant some will not peep into our aBaln. 
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" Deat, Jtiflvc me aloae, I IjTAJ/. I>d you em expect to 
6nd A uiyroluiliui ae 6weet os a luaDgo or nbey ea good iia 
curd? Utiflr, leave me a lone, 1 pray. 

Y^ou arc a right roynJ peacock. Why ahould you be 
attracted by lUe plumes of s Bkatro? Dear^ leave uki 
alone, 1 pray, 

^‘Wby !‘bouid you, my beloved, leave pearls and 
stones and pick up coicn>«, or leaviDg a gold necklace, 
put in ite place, u rope round your neck. Dear, Leave me 
alone, [ pray, 

*' A lo^-cBiste nomsn am I, a Dflm, haled by all. 'Wliere 
La tlierc a fool like my beloved, who would reject the 
water of a lake or a nver but go in for ibai of a dirty well. 
Dear, leave me alone, I pray. 

" You are ^Killing to prefer a string of bones to a garland 
of large pearls and in the place of the scented red powder, 
/ag and krimkiim, you are going in for dust. Bear, leave 
me alone, 1 pray. 

Surely it is Fmvidence that is trying your wits. Or 
how could it be possible that you would leave sandal and 
cover your body with ashes. Dear, leave me alone, I pray, 

*' A prince you are and 1 am a Bom, It seems that you 
want to get a supply of water by pressing a stoiK, Dear, 
leave me alone, I pray,’* 


Shyam Ray, 

’'Though a Dom, you are exceedingly beautiful, 
I cannot give you up. You speak of scandal. For your 
dear sake, scandal wilt be like the prectoua black paint 
with which one adorns one's eyes. You say that wicked 
people w ill Abuse me, it w'ill not matter anything. TbU 
youth ia not a handful of dust, that we migbi easily give up 
its joys. Nor ia my love less valued than the ootifideralioi^ 
of caste. With you, my beloved, I will go to a strange 
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Innd. 1 will leave home And nil uud tw like an aAcetie. 
My house will be imdcT the f^hnde of trees, and foresta 
will U‘ like (uy liabitnlion. Il will mutter little, if I wear 
It string nf Imiiea in l)te pliiee of my tiet'khiee of pearla. [n 
excliAiige for ntt ihk, if 1 i;el one :>o priiied ns you, fain 
vt'ouhl 1 givf isji nil timitt'd iitiil cover my body 

^vilh asbeji, Whnt does it niKiier il I hflve to give op ttitlk 
and curd? Tin- Iruits nl foniAts will Aiipeaflomy himger aa 
t^ell. For your xetbe. I will dcsiiise toy rich coblumes nod 
put on n linrk dress insieiiiK You of cotiehes and 

gulden Iwlfi. They tin? tjf an vnhie to me, I A lowly 
b«1 in tlic ground vvill give me it f»r greater joy, A'uu 
have said of llie water uf and tweiiip. They art* stally, 
Fnr Hweeier is the water nf a wdl. Let my scaiidai 
spread throughout tlie world, I will try to riiid if 1 can 
wring any sweet juice from ntuiie/* 

NitniCliandj tlie [Siet, 'uiys, " If Imo U reftl.nlnie man 
will appierinte il nnd place it nii his head iis ii thing nl the 
grcateHl value." (IjI, 1-4^.) 


\n 

The Dam Givi. 

'* Do not obalruet m> path, my behived, itny more. Let 
me return home. I have not yet lighted the evening lamp 
in my house. The pitcher has not yet been filled up, and 
my mollier'in<)aw ia n tyrant, you know, l&lie wilt not 
spare me. The evening is passing away and the village 
path is full of reptiicB and worms. How shall I be able in 
return home? Mj husband the Dom will be away From 
home to*nwrtow for cutting bamboos-*' 
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Shyam Rai). 

I ni!l go to the Inndu.^ ghat a»d fill the pitefier for 
you," 


The Dorn diH, 

'* But you nre 0 stmngiT, Flou enji I t^-oH nkme for 
you?*' 


Shifiim liny, 

" Yon jtro nfi'atd id iliirldiosa. I Mill ncctuufKiiiy 
you to jToiir home/' 

Tbr Titon 

“ But thv t'oemies will fiiid uu up|KtriuijUy to fiprojiil 
iirnnflnt/' 


3/ii/aRi Ray, 

"Tlwnfetui: fly awny toffeihcr. Be ready to 
this place/* 


Tht Dom Girl, 

*' Why should you siihicci yonmir to the nhuse? of the 
people? " 


.SApiim Ray, 

*' I Jiftve got you in the path. I tliall not leave you tht^ 
time/' 


Thf Giri, 

*' Is it becoming that a friable creeper ahtmlil clasp a 
sttnda) plant? 

■37 
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■ Nfi iit'wl thf nil iliiii. my iKfl'tvt'il, I will go hwin* nIoruT, 
l\>-iiiorrow will my liiisbrtiirl for I'uttiitg bainl<o*if froTn 
difltuiU grtixTA. IWilight h.tvi; pjiiicnre, uiitl go tn my bomo 
to-morruw. f« mv wrctciwd ii-tl ahnll I vvml for ym with 
my youth hk itn huuihh' imscot to your nciLflf (4^11 Without 
the know'lt/lgc ol my Tiii>thk'r''ih'‘iitu T will tlii* hockdoor 
open t hiLvo given u|] aI! hopi-t» of wurhily happiness imd 
ctmrleil misery to lie the eiimiiAntimof t»y life For ihe^nki.^ 
oC your love, T hnvc deternimed to trent rny own jivopk as 
strangers. M> lioufie to me in like n foreftt, uuil lorcsl will 
be mj home from this timer Prapored am I kt net fire In 
my home nnd hfive its diwtrs shut ugainst me. For your 
sake, belotfd, ! have Invited sea mini to lie my eumpanion 
for ]iie« But Ui n person who lifts lAStetl of the fruits of 
love, scnndiil end even dentil is tinthingr That [icrsou'a life 
is iilonc blessed in the world." 


The D<m Girl. 

“ Near the harkdoor of the houK are you atrayitig alone, 
my beloved, sub|ecting yourself to all this worry nnd trouble 
for my sake? You are the mm of a king, but es fsto would 
have it. you have come to steal in the house of a poor man. 
A wretched Doni that I am. where enn I Hod couches and 
cushions for you? 'Wiint can I offer you to lie on in this 
cot of mine. Thera are some coArse mats which are spread 
for you. You will have to give up your golden tied and 
couch for sleeping in this poor style. But should you feel 
pain in doing bo, 1 will apread my long nnd flowing hair in 
the bed to make it easy for yoi*. Bnl afraid am I, since 
even a bed of flower seeiiia rough to you, that my hair may 
be found stiff. What can ] do, oh rny liuloved, to give you a 
little comfort ? But Bboiild you dislike tbe bed of luiir llial I 
will spread for you, iny bi'east may be foutnl soft to lodge 
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you in. I will fret, niy lioiOTCfl v,iih iJh.> teat-* 

of my eyi><i and wi(« LihMM vvitb niy ItJtir, .liift tlh r»rfl 
of luck on my litoo wnr lo Hrluni yopr feet. 

** I l^n«not llic in m\ mnn, >fo I mu 

iiiUliiii^ witii luy Qia I tiKdl U- nkir to Icol Voiir 

f«tce, touching tt with my fitnids. Wtirt, friCJ^d, u niomiml ; 
bring your fitoe cloac to mine nnil whimper to uii!' vvJiat yon 
may have to nay. Cornu doae to my urui lituy for 

11 momcni till 1 paint yonr iiwcei in ihc Jieori of lu)' 

heart. A livlptr^!! ivnmon that 1 am, whom shall I iiiTiin« 
excepting myself ? 

" Perlia|M the ni^ht is ooming to it close. Von ^iNpy. 
my liclovcd. But ts not the cuckoo Binging from the 
neighbouring tree, and arc tipi the Inininiiiig in oiir 
garden? Duwn 5 h not fnr off? In swamps, itiy 

husband is engaged in cutting long m>ds. Be pleoAvci lu 
come to my Iiouhc tU'Enorrow also, and I will gather all ttic 
flowers fronj our garden to present rrm a cup of honor 
and all tlmi my youth can give will he for you.'* 

{LI t-554 
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The rniutlier tried hMli!^>nnd<' liiin with her iiiipoiLiiiitithis 
and tlu' hrnthcF and sinU>r jniidt' a pal hut ir nfiped, but 
Sliynm !hi> did urd jie*'!. He htid grow'n mud fnr the Ifrttii 
gifl, 

" fdi, my hnjflier, take my word; I will lo dif- for you a 
lieuutifii) liride, she will be the very image m gold and I 
will have her inamcd to you.’* 

Xo, uiy sinter ; [in, iiiy brother, why sbinvld you nil 
urge ill Ihu way. If you will make jour brnllier bnppy, 
get him iiiairttil to (he {'om girl'* 

‘*I)|j 1 how is 11 |x>ssiblL>? Vour iiiocrcty, ynur religion 
will iiid fN^rmilit. Vuii will wreck your fonutu!, if you 
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attempt to do it. Don't you tomw, deuf bK>t]ier» that a 
me?o touch of the vile Dom woman will be enoogb to out* 
cast you. Why ahoultl, you, brother, leave the public road 
when It is before you, and tread on a ground, full of 
daugoroii!^ holes. Being the right royal cobra, why should 
you like to turn a mean worm like the Dkora? You 
represeiil a noble houee of which the iosigoia ia a blooming 
6ower. Why aliould yon go in for dung? Being a 
bird of the noble apeciee .Sue, whose house is the sky, why 
ahuiild you bo willing to make a neat on the ground? '* 

The mother tried her best and so did tho brother and 
the eister. Hut bow can a man bitten by a Enake of deadly 
venom be saved? 

Nitai Chand, tbejioet, say's, " In vain do you, oh mother 
and brother, refer to religion and aocia! injunctione. These 
are idle talks. If an alcbeoiiat touches poison hie charm 
will turn U to nectar, ft is not the high or the low status 
nor wliether one la gooit nr bad that weighs with tho lover, 
From the very dust, you may dud out a precious jewel, if 
you liuve got eyes of love to discern it. To n real lover, 
death and age are unmeaning. If tlie enemy cuts one's body, 
love repoira it." Kitai Cluind .says again, '* If love be real, 
what liarui if oik is u 0uw? " 


CuAvo R.vy snATBtt i;; sie Conirr, 

The ,UmeR{;er, 

*' Ob tuaater Chond Hay, wliat are you doing, seated 
in yoar hall? Don’t you know that your son baa lost his 
wite for tho sake of a 0um girl? Rave you not heard that 
your wu t^hyam Huy is going to marry a Dom girl? Thu 
report luw «ut in the wr and is known to all." 
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Ghond burnt in rnge and looked like n ilamis^ ftre, 
He employed H*)Rie men wbt' et his orders broke down the 
house of the Dttm and hftd it thrawn into tlie river. 

(1.1,1-30.^ 


C r, t 

Thf Dotn Girl. 

" Do not gt) lo strati go laiidi, oh my beloved, in the garb 
of an ascetic. Your riohes an* ioinjense, iind noble is your 
mansion. Do not leave* them. / i/cfif tea^c the Aou^e atid 
my notice fond. But stay nt your place and stay here aa 
your mnllier's darling For ever. Call yourbrothe^^onoe mere, 
* Oh sweet brother ' imd once more caJ! your sister, ' Oh 
my sweet aistcr.' Ik Imjipy in your home, 1 was a poor 
ihitig that once gave you n little happincfis and now its 
turn over, giv , aw up and whether I live or die, I will 
be Imppy nt the tliowyhi that you once loved me, "Was 
I not like a lulls ijiisi uf your feel? Tlirow it away, 
dear, and nt'vrr think of it ngain* Why should you 
leave your golden throne for iho sake of a poor wooden seat 
which 1 may have to oiTer ^ and why should you wraiider in 
the forest like an Asoetic with a string of hone* round your 
neck in the place of your gorgeous necklace lieilecked with 
ieweta 9 Yon want tn keep the mere knot, leaving the 
precious stone which it once contained ? Du not, my 
beloved, give up aector and court poison. Gomcliaftn, 
the precioua perfumed miidicitK, sliould not be abandon^ 
for an ordinary drug. You ore tlii(iking of gathering 
dust in the place of a basket of gold-coins. Why ahoald 
you risk sU that is ilear for the aokc of a Dojm girl? You 
are goitig Ut give up jl gariand of [Id were, wishing to put 
on a snake round your neck. For you do not know vvhui 
yon will have to suffer for this wrelchenl Dorn giri. In 
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countri^ fur and nciif ynuru will k* a nam^ of scandal 
for crcr^ and I fwl that 1 ahitll k it tliunf to [lincli your 
feet cvormore in the [> 3 tli of life. Give up, oh denr ! 
your resolve to viaii atranye inxiiia. Votir ttitither vrill 
give y ou the choice of a hntli' (mm ti Imndrcd litdies far 
more beautifuJ Ihnii uiyseir Viiu iiavu imj idea, iiiy 
beloved, as to the dLiogcr^ you wilt hrive to face with 
myself os your cotu|miiki]i. You eamioi fiu iii an iden of 
it now, just like one wlm hn^ a lamp in lienH nrid tries to 
realise whal darknoas is, Theee daiigcrh to nu; iipjiew bo 
obvious that it wmild l>e foolish to argutneute to 
prove tbetii na it is foolish to try to sue dug's fiiigera with 
the helpof t» mirror when he nan see them with open eyes," 

(LJ, 1-37,1 


f T ) 

Oh, my audience, now tiatoti to ilin isitory of the 
(Tahurias who live in u utrunge tiMiitlrV, They are 
UDiuannerly os n dasa. If tbcir kill's eyes are iittraeted 
by n youthful wonuiu he »tirc Id brinij lier to hia 
harem and tnarry her by force To him ibr woman that 
is handaome to-day becvnieij ngly u»-iiiom)W'. Ho sporia 
with the youth of women in a uierciless way, ReautifnT 
women whose chiimi htis nut ns yet faded a hit, he ahan- 
dona after favouring litem lor a day and liunta after new 
onea ; and the glorloua iiticen of lo-day becomes the 
infamous menial of to-morrow'. These iieoptc are all a get 
of Booundrela. Each of them obHerves tin: fashion of keep- 
ii^ a beard and has ten or tivcnty wives. In fact, they 
are more like the fabled RabshAHas thEin meu- 

Shyaiu Ray t'anie lu ihi^ slriirme csuirttry with tlie Horn 
girl. Ho took to tlte avocation of n Ihun ami kguo to cut 
long greases and reeds from the neighbouring NWampa and 
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prcpure basket# and fam with llwni which h^ ^hl in the 
locrol market. 

The heat ol April nnd May is ui>l>e«r[ilile and irxjNised 
to it Sbyam Kny daily goes to the jungle for wood. The 
remorflefnl JAnn girl lomeuta ot her home alone. “ twu of 
ft Bttja, Oh my beloved. Oh ray noble printr, it is titdnijitjd 
hy Fate that you slioiild he a grJisa-ciUtL'r jim! all 
these for inJ cnrt'ed sitke. How pained aiii 1 b' your 

bright comple^thm turn darltj»h*/ VVhenn ah;itl 1 bluinc 
for this freak of fonniie, but ray wreti-lwil m-II. liW the 
full uioui} in the grip of dark Rnhu dost ihrai ionk pali' 
under my evil eliarm, ray beloved. When your head 
perspires, you w'ii>o them with your hair. How nnlnrtwnaie 
Bin [ to liohuhl your cowiltinn ? The ttahnria- ure a 
mercilesa (wople and it is thy lutrd lot In trade witli ihciii. 
Let iis, ray love, go fnmi hetM'e tn lutmc oilier land 

The ilfejse«<fer. 

“ Listen to me, Oh <labor Hajn. n TArai girl lout nrriveil 
at ymir city. w-lnifi«’ heiinly has ihe lustra of the nux>n utid 
dazzles the eyes like a flash. Your Queens, iHi Haju. era 
«niiTely fit to be larr j'rv'anfs. tn yonr city there is no 
match for lu*r," 

As «tion as the Raja got this report, he at onre brought 
tlie i>oni girl to his harem and onlered that her man Shynm 
Ray should be impalert. They nt once bound him hand 
and foot in futtera. CLt, 


f #»» 

In THtt HaftTii^T ojr the GAnrfl Kmi. 

TV Him Girt. 

"Oh, king of Onhur, you must attend to wluK 1 ata 
going to aay. Bow fool is h are you to expect love from ii 
woman hy physical fiiree7They(»nth of a tvottian i» nut like 
n precious nictnl to bo locked np in your trwsury by force. 
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Yon worn to taste the swwt fmita of lore, but ereti a 
docs not yield them, iinlcBs tt is planted and watered duly 
for (Some naontbs. I have not lived in your house for four 
or even two months. Do you reaUy expect me to love 
you without your first tating recourae to those meam by 
which V.ve cf,n be nUttiued? First, trx- to win my heart by 
gLtitJc nays, mnl tlicn expect to enjoy. You are' a Dhan* 
{,ur, n < rchurtEi csste. You have never liceit fortutinie 
cijough to taste of the Jove of a tnie woman. You haw 
lH.rttornrr sought pleasure and not love. Do v'ou expect to 
wring out honey from a flower by tcuring its potela f " 
TheRfija wav right gJnd to liateu to this diaoourHj 
Miouuh n was fniJ of abuse, lie wanted to teste of the 
sweets of true love and henoe resolved to mam- her. At 
ihc rtipteat of the Jjow girt, the print-e Sli'yam Rav. 

HA ti w»a If^t <j|f. 


Jln- mnrriugo day waa fixM. Tlicy begat, to ploy 
rliffprcnl kinds of mBltnmcntiiJ m,tsie. Men and women 
galbwod ami began to tliijice together. They had liuiJt 
huge trumiwts by means of bulTalo’s skin and the women 
began lo danc-e round mi round like |>oiior's wheels. 
Ihey had prepared large pipes with lb« hums of buffaloes 
which they sounded creating a great upmar. With the 
u| tl^ Z>eica fruit they reddened tbdr lip«. U,mc ict 
heir whole town astir, OJi my sweet gi rl, sleep qdetiy 

ni!!;x;f“ 


The 

Ymi are a stranger, my dear girl, but 1 will give you 
m Idea of what sort of a husband you will have in 
hia Lahiir.Rftjn, for I have been his Queen for these 
long years and can tell you all. He is a ruffian of the 

Tf ^ ^ Preparation 

of or if the dinner gets cooled a little, he comes with a 

knife to cut th« wife's nose and eara. Faults, however little. 



Vou ii&ter (iMled tbs loTt af n wouniii-** 31G* 
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never ficil pardon at bie bands For verjf ordinary defeote. 
he tbrcatcDtt to sell tbe wife in ttic near market. When 
offering belel, if Ibe lime la a little lea", tlien he teats by 
force the tong flowing hair of bU wife. If, jiercbonce, by 
the freak of wind, ibe satfi gets loose, hi inflicts blowa 
reptiateilly on her back by a cudgeJ. Are you really willing 
to court vhia mun as jour hiisbaml? Urditiarj women who 
have « knowledge of the nature of my hushaiid (innke witJi 
fear, if he wants to shower his favour^ on them. But are 
you pleased that he will make you liia fjneen? “ 

Like the clouds in the month nf August ineUing in the 
eunahine to raindrope, the Doiii girl, inspito of the a«ruiies 
of her heart, broke into a pleasant aniik at these ivords 
of the queen. Hutuoimisly did she say, Well, mj dear 
Gabur queen, if you can suffer all lliese and stay, why 
should I not partake a little of your good fortune ami taste 
it? Let us both be his queens and live in lerma of amity. 
Another thing I would do if you should agree,—Jet mr art 
him into two pens to be enjoyed by each of na separately. 
So we shall hate nothing to grudge, but being aatisfted with 
our respective aharea, live happily in this country. Hut 
in sooth if Providence haa given ma half pan of this 
kingdom without my seeking it. will it not be foolish cm my 
piifT to give up the dear poasession? 

The queen was sUrmed at her words wd began to cry 
aloud. She took great pains to convince tlie Dom girl of tba 
cruelt^fl of lier UuBband. Tlien she said, " If you ask me 
why I live with such a husband, inapite of his cruolltea, I 
should ask you to look at the worms which live on a corpse. 
They enter again and again into the corpse, thougn each, 
time they are iierved with the rotten flesh ; the thing is that 
they are accustomed to a miserable life und cannot escape it. ** 

T lie Dom girl said, *'Listen to me, oh qtieen. 1 was 
all along joking with you. Don't you think for & moment 
that I ehalJ bo able td boar yom* ^cai Koja even for a day. 

28 


il8 KABTEKtf BENGAL BALLADS 

1 utji seeking opportnnitj to fly away from hi;) olutelies. 
Now hear what pLan 1 have deviaed lo eflect my escape. 
The king has been very busy dttriog ihese days to prepare 
very blit omameold for me. The weavera have spun out 
the valuable Faban-bahar Sa/li for my bridal dre^. Now 
I will give you all this. Cover your body with the wd* 
ui»d put oti all the onmuicnts. Be tike u coy bride and 
remuiti ib u corner of the palace biding yuur face nith a 
veil. Meanwhile i will act the part of a meiiiul; but do not 
give out the fact to any one else. In the oonfiiAmn of the 
marriage'lutiction, I will leave the liousa like s muid- 
servani, nuite uaooticed by others. What a fun it will be, 
dear iiueen, whea you will be called upon to marry tlie 
Uabur Raj again I (LI. L59.> 

(9 1 

After suffering all kinds of hardships, Shyam Ray 
returned home and kamt that at the wicked counsel of hts 
own father, the Gabur Eaj had oomrived to sei;!e the Dam 
girl .tnd marry her He took with him sis hundred soldiers 
armed with long eluba. In all lioate and burning with 
vengeance, be came to the country of the Gahurs. Ria 
Boldiwa destroyed the houses of the peojde there and 
threw the remaina into the neighbouring stream. The long 
flowing beerda of these people were used as ropes fur binding 
bead With bead, and then being dragged together in a 
helpless state these heads were cut off. No way of escape 
they tound and they cried for mercy whieh was not granted 
tlicm. The Gabur Haj, the bridegroom, was arrested and 
impaled. The flowing waters of the river near the city 
became reddened with tlie blood of the Gabur people. 

Nhycm Half, 

*'Oh, where is my handsome Dom girl gone at this 
crisis? Poison has spread njj over my body. The emeJ 
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G&btin ftbot fttrows tipped with poiBon and 1 fttii doomed 
to death. My father ia renpotisible for all tbit. Whom 
abould I accuse? That I leave this world is do pain lo me, 
but that 1 leave you, my beloved, is a thought whioh 
pinches me at the hour of dealh. Alas! I am not destined 
to see your l>cautiful face at the lost hour. For a day did 
I not enjoy your aweet company in peace t You will no 
longer, my love, spread your long flowing hair and make it 
a bed for me, Xo more will you persuade me by your swiiet 
words not to give up our native country for your dear sake. 
Tluit smile of yours wbieli has maddened me nil my life 
I am no more destined to see. Cruel Providence did not 
rerserve you for my joy in ibis life. If you were a tree, I 
would unateh a <iuiei hour of rest mid sitting by you 0 ()en my 
whole heart to you. Tf in my next life, I become a bird, 
I shnitid wish yon to lie my mnie. Both of us in that ease 
WQitlit tly in the illirnimble space of nir and sing to earh 
oihpr ..iir lay of love. If on ray death 1 turn into a stream, 
may you be ii» aweet water t If I become the bird Sutt}, 
I would wish you to b« luy 5«ri. If f beet«oe a bee, you 
should lie, my Itetoved, the female 1>ee. Bui one thing I 
pray to Pfovidence with alt my heart at this hour of death, 
that He may not give me the human Form again and curse 
me with all rlie sufferings of that tile.'' 

The beautiful gir] lamented sitting near the dead tiody 
of her beloved. *' You have left me, oh my lord f When my 
wishes have not yet been fuldlled your wicked fatlwr sent 
you to the land of the tlahuria* by a contrivance. 1 dis¬ 
suaded you with nil my heurl from leaving your own 
motherland hut you did imt lisLcn to my oounsel. Alas! 
How can 1 forget your love? Who is it that made the garden 
of Sowers wither in my lireost hofore il ceased to give 
fragrance? Sorry as ev'er for my sake, 1 did not see yonr 
nweet smile even once lor these long days. You rejected 
the glorious throne of your anctrstom for oiy sake, and 
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ajfceliii-tilce, uxposed ^ounelf to aij the huidBbips of forest- 
life. I i;(ui never forget tlj&t I ttm nnij a poor wnmau and 
thiit viiM were ii liandnmiie priiiee, the glory of your king- 
t\*m \W Upi are for ever shut, ray beloved, but if they 
Wfniltl opeji for Si lilUe while, I would&ak you wlittt raesstge 
you lind for rar at tbii lu&t hour. 

.Awake, uri^, my twloved, and do not deceive toe, 
Wlij ahoulil you tie down on the hard ground and subject 
youriif'ff to Bucli pnin? I will bold j'oti ttt close embrace 
nod fly away frora tlie laud of the cruel Gaburs< Don't 
you know, my bebved, that I have given up my littball for 
yotir Hake and that there is none to whoin 1 -ttuT gQ gj this 
liour of distreisi? Alnsl a single night I do not recollect 
that I passed in your company in peace. So Jong I knew 
you to be mine in all respecta. You were the lieart of my 
heart and the bouI of my soul. You were the rib of mv 
h^BL. Ala# 1 who is it that cursed me and dep rived me of 
ray most preoiouH posBesaion? I'bo Gaburjaa have killed 
you With p>isou. Juet see that I lake the same poison and 
follow you. My prayer to God ii that in death as in life I 

may be united with you..1 have taken it: and now let 

fue die in peace, placing ray bend at tbe feet of my 
beloved.” 

Says Nitaicliaod, ** Death has come to you bereft oi all 
terror, you true woman. You know it well that love makes 
one immortal. No one is bom again after having loved 
with full soul. Tbe heart Join.s the heart and the spirit the 
spirit and ihare t? Eternal Union. The shackle of 
frame being disjointed, no obstmolton remains for that 
perfect amon. 


(LI, i-va.j 
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PREFACE TO CHADDELRrS LARiL 

’Tkt wng of Chaudhuri*s figUt ii tbc a ,mi 
tl« compamivriy modora haUadg suag fey Oa^ Matomc- 
d.D of k-Mkhali, 111 ita ia,™iue„^ bvmn. 

I find \ha ntmie of oao Bas Miab aa tl« author of the Sat 
original ballnd. He waa a native of the viljn™ 
Asvadra m that district. The bail ad ia divided into sev^ 
cnnlos and Uitre \t>, besidea, a supplementary canto which 
deacnltes the <featl. of Citand Bl.aadari, the redoubUbJe 
genemt of Rajentirfl Chaudhuri. During the nineties of the 

\T of the village KaJipur 

(F. S. SudharoQi) published only three cantos of this 
baUad, Bnl tt is oven doubtful if these three cantos were 
composed by him We have an earlier vereiott composed 
by one ^faubah ^hi^h taffies with the printed version so 
strikingly that we are indined to believe that Md, Eunua’s 
version is but a copy of it with some additions and aJtera- 

twna. The minstrels often appropriate to themselves the 

cr It o t je authorship of ll«se poems by suppressing the 
names of the poets and putting in their own names in the ’ 
coJnphons I do nut know if this colophon was tampered 
w'l 1 in this way m the present cam*. In repi^ n, 
Charges made in the case age,net ilohamraed Eunus in the 
court under Secs. 392^2113, 1. K C. he admitted 

ballad 

The poem piihliehed here contains about 3,000 lines 
lOdudmg the supplement. The printed ven-itm which give^ 
only ilirce camoa is complete in about 1,300 Jinca The 
mwmptcle printed version w^ evideniJj ly the 

<***> 
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Tile places mentitmed in tlie ballad are all to be tounil 
ill tbi; nittps of the dietrict pvibliBlied from the OCIce of the 
BurveTor OoneniL Babiipur liiid latterly l>ecoitifi the seal of 
the ntoro iiiipotlaot liraueb of the Chandlmris. Biatvaoibliar 
Siir, the founder of ihe Clinuriburi family of SoakhoM, 
origitiajly settled at l\^lyaupUT- Fitfin ibis city its 
difli'i'etilbrauebea bad migraicd to oUier places, amoog ivliich 
iiabiipur blterlj rose lu itpperiance. The imiiieaol other 
jiliiees lilt' J 1 1 iyUL'd in connejutin with ibe incidents of the 
brtUad lire Blingftlpur, CliauirakliolR, GopalfUr, SeiibaB, 
Publwipiir, Ohilflsbi, Piilla Naduo, Knipura, Bhawimiganja, 
Terhaji, Ijuxinipiir. liiiniarcbar. Maiidia mid Knrimpur. 
Tlir army recruited from vnritnis plftcej in rdipoiiBC to a call 
from Mimwor Gasi to join im espedilion agamst Rajeudra 
Cbiiudbufi, are vLvidl) dc&i'jil>ed, their pictiireaque drcMoes 
imd arm* forming an amusing aeeotmt. The nrmy of 
Pnhbapnr wme with long hamboo pla* on lUeir sbouJiiers, 
thofle from Tnrga hod in their hands sticks tvith hnrbed 
icon beads, tbu floldierB of ChitasUi were Mmeii with long 
«l«ara, the Gnn» of Kaipur were oonspicuoUB by their long 
monsiLicUc ami to on. Chaad Bhandoji, the general of 
Rajcmirn, used to wear a red jacket and though lie was a 
hero of heroes, he wandwiirfiali in appearance (Bk. ITT, Sec. 
4 , II. 23-*36). Chandffikaln, the BrahniiD girl, dls- 
Imnoiired by Baj Chandra, belonged to Ihevillnge of Maijdia. 
bhe was marri^ to a Brahmin of Lamarchar and it will be 
intcmBting to know that the present ballad was collected by 
Biibii ManoraiiiniJ ChBiidhiiri, M.A., who is a native of 
Lamarchsr. 1 will later nn siihjoin a gemuilogy of t!ic 
(Ibaudlmrb, some of whom nxik an active part in the 
incidunU dmniln'd in the baihul, and t jut down here noniE 
incidc'iml notes on other characlers. 

Raiigatntils, the hciniae, was the daughter of Apia 
Nor nnd sifter of CMap Nar. Swnriipmala was the wife of 
QtW' Kirin Yogi. The rongb handling of this woman by Raj 


PREFACE TO CH ACrEUEI’B I.ARAi SSfi 

Chandra Chaud Imri nnfl her heroic efforts, vergme un the 
masculine, to rescue herseli from the oltitches of the 
tjtranl, iu described with considerahk' force, though in a 
Boiut’whnt Tuignr slj'le (Bit, IV, Set?. 2). file District 
Oneettwr of Noaktuiii ssys, *'A feud among the owners 
(of Par^iiiHi CnfaDiyur) cauaeil hy tisu love iilTaire uf one I a{ 
ClmndriL who wanteii to tnarrv u dancing girJ, is still nele- 
briited in Notig as CAondAuHr I/tr&i," It should, however, 
he stated here that Kangamnla was not a daiicing girl, 
though il ia true that siie belonged to the Faiuiiy of Kara 
who earned their living by King and dunce. The (eud did 
not arise berauee Haj Chundra warned to marry this girt, as 
alleged in the Gujeetteer. It would not be jioeaible for him 
to merry her as bIic btdonged to o depn^SHed cftete, 

The enuan of the (jiiaTreJ was n misunderstanding- between 
the uncle and ins nephew which arose out of a foolish act 
done by Bai Ctuuidra. Ee was over head and cars in love with 
Rangamals, nnd in conformity with her wishes issued invita¬ 
tion to people for and near to pin u dmner-party to be given 
by her,—Raj Chandra, of oonree, bearing the* cost himself. 
Invitatiuu from RangAinala would be HinBidered » direct 
insult to the gentry of the locality. But tlwy did not dare 
resent it Icsi iboy incurred the displeasure of Raj Chandra 
by doing no. Raj Chandra wonted that la? should invite his 
old imcle ulso. but Rnngamala said that it would be not 
only a fotiliah but an extremely dangeroua step. The uncle, 
already eiinigeil at the ititrigtie of his nephew with a womnit 
of tow csste, would mke it as a deliiiornte affront if be were 
served with sn invitation to dinnorfromon® of the low-^aiflte 
vile women, who had dflreil to pervert the morals of hia 
nephew. But the nephew’s head was giddy with romantk 
idcab fur the woman whose social status, be Uiought, wfuild 
be Improved by the presence of his undo at her ttousc on the 
occanion. Ho also ruQsidt!ied that hk uncle's affection for 
him was M) great that his fault, if any, would be looked 
119 
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over m a spirit of genorous wMcb be was 

always ee<.-itHlonifil to rewive frum him, Sn RaiigiimiiJa’g 
dbsonsjoos lx)re no fruit, anti the unhappy tetter i>f iuvito- 
tioD reacbed ihr uncie in due eonr»;e. 

Eajendr:! Chaudbitri wns wrtujitly iintioyed by the 

conduct of Lis nephew. n«l il was the jiiatf^atiiin of 

Chanif, his general, that made the case fcry much worse, 
leading to a catastruplie fisitghl with dire results, Chand 
came to the hoHsr nl the Mara dctermiuetl to take 
revenge on Rungamala, for wrecking the chiiracter of 
his mnater's nephew, anil Taxing IiLm [iitrse to tlie utmost 
by lavish expenditure incurred on her account. By n 
ivily gtratogetn ho made lUj ChnndDi kavc the house 
of the Mars for d short time, and then like a tiger falling 
on a flock of EatnltEi, attacked the [jour Mars, not sparing 
Ihe beautiful Hangamnla her:;p|f Tnaintcuf her pathetic 
bppnl, her head was cut off and brought to Balntpur os a 
trophy. The resiilI was a wild outburst of passion on the 
part of Raj Chandra who avowed revenue at any cost and 
sacrifice. He sought the help of Inga Cliaudhiifi, a local 
Mahotnedaii Zemindar, and aUitcked his uncle’s palace 
with his help. 

The first thing tliat sirikea ilic reader of this long poem 
is its corropl atmosphere nltogcthtir dilTfrenl from that to 
which the old rural ballads of Bengal lieloogotl. During the 
decline of Mnhojucdan rule, tlw countiy bad lost all touch 
with tho ethical grace and the standard of morality of which 
we have got such vivid portraHures in mont of the Eastern 
Bengal ballads. Vitiated morals and profiigacies of all sorts 
were ninapanl in Btmgal in the eighU'cnth century, and the 
atmosphere nbowtfd «. airiking similarity witli that which 
marked the period of Engliah history on iiic overthrow 
of the Cominonweahh. Here also in Bengal wo find 
writers like ■Wycherley who set at defiiiiitaj all cstablbihcd 
ruins of purity, indulging in ILc deliocation of unreatrained 
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passion, fibarEit Cliaji(li'& wAstientw in his own ground bj 
the ntitbor of the Kiiinini Kutucir end CliAadra KaniA, and 
even the sainiij Harnprusad could oue resist the power 
of c^'il thaL pervuded iJie Eiterary tOBte of the country. If 
he failed to nialte his Vidja^Sundar as Hueccssful as thnl 
of Elis greet contempotarj'.^ri erotic matters at least he 
did not prove himueJI ti whit behind Bharat Chandra. 

^VhcI) the higJier classes of people were given to a 
grossly trainoml taste, it is no wonder that their ideas 
alioiild be found filtering down to the rustics. The illiterate 
batlfid-mailers, however, had always ndliercd to a alandard 
of purity and were never lavisli in their expmsions in 
tbeaexunl hold. I'hough, therefore, in this Jung poem of 
Chaudhiiri's Eoriii (Em country-poet gives us sketches of 
profligacy and soxiia] wsutoniieas, imbued with the spirit 
of the age, nowheTC does be become obtrusively indecent 
in tlie manner of the great classic writers of the period, 
luspite of tliis a jHiniKsI of I lie poem is sickening from 
the point «1 view of «BxuaJ purity, particularly so, as we 
are BCCUfitflowd to the crystal-like traiisparcnca of ideas 
in the dcscrlpticns of tlic affnirs betv sen tile sexes given by 
llip vi]lage-bard4 of tlie otd school. The hero of the tale— 
Ra] CliawJm—La k sfioiled child of nature and goes Don 
Jiiun-like on hie lovc-emude spurning all rules of discipline 
and right conduct. Seldom du we ftjid in this ballad, 
tbe^ rhythm and tlie intrinsic poetical charm of the 
earlier ballads. The ballad, it is true, bus a flow which 
docs iiol cause weariness to the readers pernaing it, 
but the unflagging interest of the fjoein rests on the power 
of the poet in uarrnting liis tale, rather than on any poetic 
Or aesthetic grace on his part. The verses nre as clurusy 
as thoae of the Mayimmati songs. But tlie fwt is never 
verbose or ineolierent. That is perhaps why there is n 
compactness in tlie framing of the story lending it an 
unfaltering interest. It in, after aU, i vulgar poem though 
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Ub laijgQagG i<i guarded. Tlit tingle displaced in cbe 
k alm^t repellciit bv reason at its lack of oil refinement. 

We liave said motiy things to prejudice otii- readers 
ogeitisc the ballad, but still it ts a very imenjsting poem 
'which daimi a place of importance in our collection. It 
gives rich details of the domestic, social, and political 
life of the Bengaits of the period, Thi? sketches are all life¬ 
like and appear to ns se if reflected in a mirror. The way in 
which the 2cimndara of this time used to admioister the 
country, their mahreatnicm of the ryots, ilieir hunt after 
womcD celebrated for beauty or personal accamplishmen't, 
their nuiburata ol passiou which chofetl like a stormy sea 
on being crossed and were not appeased till they carried out 
their impulsivet rash and worst villainies,—^ivc us, indeed, 
a true picture of the state of things, from which the 
English saved us at that critical juncture of our national life, 
I am sorry to aay that some ^lahomedan gentlemen of 
culture and poaition took me to task for publiatiing thvse 
ballads saying that T exposed the Miihniiiedan admiaistrn' 
tion by doing so. Nothing could be more remote from 
my mind, nor do I believe that these uuasetumng arid 
ttinocent country'bards were ever actuated by any eotn- 
munal motive. If they described tlie atrocities committed! 
by some Ko^sis, they were aa unsparing in dealing with 
some of tlte Hindu Bajaa w ho oppresjeit the people. These 
rural poets recorded true facts about their local lieroea and 
to aacribo any sinister or racial motives to their faithful 
compositions is, I must say , n gross instance of ailsappre- 
bension and injustice. In the second volume of Eiiatmt 
Beugai Ballsds, the reader will And the atrocities done by 
Abu Rsja. evidently a Hindu. His acts enst into shade the 
worst tyrannies of the Kaai who committed atrociliciS on 
Chond Benode in the ballad of Mnlua, The behaviour of 
the merchant Meghua is lull of perddioua villainy and 
another tyrant Keiigii Baja of Chittagong has been 
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unaparingl; oonderoned in the iMilInd of Maisliii] Baiidliu, 
But all records are benlcn by ibe villainies of Raj Cliandra 
deacribod in this balladt who did not feel an}" scruple iti 
violating by force the honour of a lady belonging to the 
Hrabmin caste—nay. to tbc family of tboae who were his 
religious preceptors. 

Ttu! ballad'iuakcre should be rcckonGd os t-lie true 
historiaua of the times. hey have aung the glorien of the 
wommt-kiud and given tlidr welMeserved Gocomiume. 
But they have not shrunk from the task of bulding to 
light the vi list Dies and widtednesacs of those placed in 
power. Tbe«! rural people tiave not l*en swayed by nay 
party feeling nr political ooneideratioa. Far in the receawo 
of their village boniea, living outside oil inllueucea of 
politics, these men have held torches to illuminate thr 
history of tlwir country in its true character, ond I shall 
have no admiratiob for the mat) who will hesitate lu gjvi^ 
them tbeLr desert. 

This ballad gives us glimpses of (lie domestic life of 
Hindus and Mahometlniia ns it was more thsui a century 
ago. It is a record which is vnhiahle for its accuracy nf 
narration and for tbe many interesting facts it has brought 
to tight. The weak fury of the Brahmans at the molesta¬ 
tion of one of their women by the autocratic here of tlw tnl*, 
their protests ami combination proving to be of not a 
straw's value, the insults Iteaped on Raj Chandra by biS 
uncle's menials, the atrocious black-mailing of Rato 
Bhandari, tlis trusled servant and guide of Raj Cliandra, its 
wily mandjuvres of Symapriya for seduction of villagf- 
girls and the power wielded by Rama, the Mogh tea dor af 
oooliesj—have all a grim humour, ahmi'ing the corruptirn 
and degraded ways into which onr ooimtry bod sunk ^n 
ttmse dayi. The anxieties a ml suspicion of Chhamiradlj 
as regards the possibility of tlie vahiablr Ghadar (hat je 
hod got as a gift, being taken from him by forte, 
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tlje medical aid which Bam Bhumkri, [ilaying the part 0 / 
a decoUfuJ quack, rendered U> hie inasler whea lie had goi 
a spraiu lu hie foot, tbe ingemuus and crafty way in 
which he gave an interprelation to RangauiaJa about the 
promi^ uf his roaster to get a pond excavated in her 
father's namt*—all these savour of the ainiosphert of 
wickcdiiesa and degradation of morel life which marked 
this period of the hisiory of Bengal. It j; tme thnt 
(there IB a vulgar humour proving that the rustic poet 
could not paint high life owing ro his ignorance^ yei 
inapite of iliiB, it becomes obvinua that most of the 
Mcetches lie has drawn are full of life and noi merely 
visionary things of fanev. 

The flixth canto has certainly some redeeming poetic 
value which should be praised. The deadly grapple of 
Chand Bhsjidart with three Malmmedan ladies becomes 
etceedingiy interesting, and the interview' between Tugs 
Chaudhuri and hja surviving nephew Manwor is full of 
pithoa. The march of Manwor to Babtipur, ibe scene of 
havoc and devasttiiion which Chaml had caused in the 
pilitx of the Garis, the just indignation fell bv Mojiwor 
al this tragical end of the huscile action of Rajend’ra'a men 
have been narrated with force and even poetical vigour 

Gkauilhurir Lani, though it is au bislorical account, 
has some legendary elements in it. Sutih for instance, w 
Clmnd Bhandari's inteniew and talk with the goddesa Kali. 

Raiigamala, the heroine of the tde, as we have already 
said, belonged to tbe Nar or dancing caste, It U, aa I 
have said, one of the lowest castes of the Hindu aociety Tlie 
aviation nf men and women of this caste being singing 

dsjtmng ilictr morals nre not always iinimpeadmble. 
Htncc the bvc-aflaira of Rangmiiala are neither atrangc 
no, an index to the morals of the other castes of Hindu 
a^iety. The father and brother not only connived at this 
allnr but the former prided orr hU daughter, who could 


PREFACE TO CHAUDHCBl'S LABAI 


281 


have a pond excavated in hia name bj? contracting an illicit 
connexion with Ra; Cbnndra CbaudhtiH. Rangamala is 
certainly not » memher of those classea in Hindu society 
who would accept a husband aa an avowed object of wor* 
ship, however unworthy lie inigitt be. A Brahmin girl, 
doing what she did, coo Id never be excused by the Hindu 
society. But reviewing tier character Irom a broad and 
liberal point of view, it moat be admitted that there is 
nothing in lier conduct that strikes oa ae deserving oE 
reproach. She was a paragon of beauty, and her father 
and brotiwr conspired to make her miserable by getting her 
mttrried to the wretch of a hunchback for 31 thy lucre 
ft did not certainly require the help of aoroery, as alleged 
in the ballad, to make her attracted to a haadaome young 
man like Chandra. Kor can we censure her for kicking 
ilte hunchback out of tier room, though she was bound in 
lawful W'edlock with him. Marrriage-honds lo^ aU 
sanctity and ohligation when a woman is forced to accept a 
groom by such mean ooneiderationa which actoated her 
father. Hence Rangaioala appears to me, though not an 
ideal of perfection, yet a really lovable girl who ia above 
reproach, ft should be said to her credit that though 
Raj Chandra was faithless to her as he went himting after 
Swarupmala, Kanga did not choose any other man but ad¬ 
hered to her love—her Brat and last as welt I In a moment 
of great torture she hod said to Chand Bhandari that abonld 
be spore her life, she would consent to he his roiatresa. 
But this was an utterance at a moment o| a perilous criais 
in her life, which should not be taken seriously. 

The Chaudhuris of Koakhalt iwlonged to a noble family 
that traces tlieir descent from Adi Sur, the king of Bengal, 
But the genealogy supplied by a present descendant of the 
family does not justify this claim. None of the living 
membera of the family ia above twenty-aeventh in descent 
from Adi Sur whereas many of them are only twenty-seventh 
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front Adi Sur. Taking thrw genemtiotii* to cover 
a century, ni^ is iiRiially done in tmcii; cases, we find eight to 
nine hundred yenrs inelnding Adt Sur, according to the 
table supplied by the CMudhuH family The descendanis 
of the Drahtuiiu^ nnd die Eaytialbaa’—the roDtcniporariea of 
that nionorch—are t hi tty ^lighth or even fortieth in descent 
from dietr nnwfttova. The (Jcrioti we arrive at by ordinarily 
adopted calciilations brings us to the reign of Bsilai Sen 
who flourtsbed at least four centuriea after Adi 8i»r. 

Tile first rnsQ of llie Chaudhuri family who settled In 
Nor kball was Bishwanibhar Sur and about him the Dinirict 
GujscttCGr flaya, *' Bisliwamhliiar Sur, ninth son of 
Raja Adi Sur, ting of ^fithiln, returning through Noatchali 
from a pilgrimage to Chandranath in the Chittagong 
liietriel, imw in a dream the goddess Barabi who promiBcd 
him the sovcpeigmy of the country it he would woiahip her 
and ibis kd to the settlement/' * 

Adi Snr, ncoording to the Gazetteer, was a king of 
Miihihi and not of Bengal. 

We should, under the circumstances, dismiaa the 
previous fiortion of the genealogy as utterly nnrelinble, 
retainii^ oue or twn names preceding that of 6iswam> 
lihnr Sur. We give the following table which seems 
to ufl as the true record of the getieiiiogy of the 
Cbaudhuris : —* 

HaiilLar^ 

3. BiBwHmbhaT Bur« 

4, Gusnpaij* 

Cf, BkUWudA Kbao, 

6. BIdjuiaiidA Kbali. 

7. ThhkurtL 

d. Biu7i Blsfirdim K&ttuil But, 

D* KM^dvA^ 

» BhcvI uJ Km%m mmtn hjUK Vdl. Vfy 

p, li4i 
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10, Kabi Siitti Sor. 

tl. lUi PtmuI NiinjriLi) lUf* 

13; Mahcab Narajru li^y* 

l&n UJay Nanyjui Chaudliuri. 

I-^ I 

Pratnp RajtfDdrt Nara^ati 

Bjii CtiMiuira (|ii€ Iiqk])* 

10. ItajmAUijlkja Ohaudhun-i 
tTa K^kontb (ihemdlitm^ 
la, Hajkuiu^iziid Euthirkucaar^ 


Another branch of the family llt^soe^dl^d from Kandarpa 
SiiTp a brotS^cr cif Kftbi KirUi Sur (N^i* 10} ja abown in tb^ 
following inhh Z —^ 


IX. 


10, Kabt Kirill Our 

I 

lU Kiialnta Ham. 

1% tudm Nanyau Chaudhuri 
18. Narcttam 
14. Hfioi Eftiw 
'5, Gtipfil Kiialinft 

I 

16. NandokimuLr 

1 

Jatiudra Bipm 


■Dd Kaodeq)* 8iir« 



The infomiition flliout the eticMlore of the preBetit 
Chaiidhuri fttmitj \r»B snreljr supptii^to the District Gaaiet- 
Irerhy the Chauilhuri® thcmBelveBjflnd they calM their 
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nrjcestor a kmg of Mithila who. oatculating the 

periwi covered by hia descenilnnts tiebnged to the I2tli 
century. 

Taking into nooouQt the liistoricaL information sunnJied 
in the Dblrid ftarA'Iteer of N'oafchah and bv Babu Jaiiodra 
kuinar Ray. we come to learn that “ Pargana Bahupqr was 
formerly a part of Blmlna in Xn.ikhali, which was taken 
poaa.M*«ion nf by une Babukhan, a Rrahnim in the ^en- 
teemli century ami named after him." 

Thta waa & i»fiod when the coaau of Bengal wen* 
ravaged by Ponvigtieae and Magh pirates from Chittagong 
Many are the tales told of these fierce men and the 
whole t^nntry would tremble at the cry of "tho Maghl the 
MaghI that told of their approach," (Tho Piatricl Gazet¬ 
teer pp. But ainoe the instaJIaUon of Babukban 

on the gaiii as ruler of the Pargana, the oppression of the 
ortugueHe and the Maghu aeejaa to have greatly abated. 
ThePurganaof Babnpuris within the Police aiations of 
Begornganj and Feni^ita area 37,33 sq. miles, containing 
d5 cgtates-hmd^rfiTcnue Rs. 14,953. Babupur U the 
chief seat of the inddentB of the ballad. That Ute Maghs 
were powerful there even in the middle of the Eightcemh 
century wh^ the events described in the ballad took place 
" reforencea given at eome length of tlio 

did mi bowdowntti an, mu ej., „(|,y ejMMioir l.l« 

inTcWdTj ■>'fi»l-apur. Bab„W«d,. 

g inlitleaa, his property paancd into the hands of the 
^haiidJinriB who bad abemly ijaiahlMshed ihemaelves as 

nilora of the district of Xoakhal) in the Twelfth centurv 

gnndwrMahTh t^hAudhuri and 

gmndeon Mahesh JSaraymj wmiJic liral of the familv who 

occtipicd Babupur mid eKtablisbed their power there LrLl 

tl.v fatler pan of the iicvcim^ath cenlur^. R. eiidrs Nar 

«yA«. one of tla. principal character, of thi. hdlLi. 
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great-grimdBOQ of ttie sfuresairl Maliesh Narayau, And l^jij 
Clumdra, the hero, was a neplicw of Rajtndro Xarayati. 
They flourisl^d in the latter part of the Eighteenlh Cco- 
tury. 

The deecendaara of iLta once difitingutahed fuinlly liave 
lost all Abare of their property, priocipally, as it appears to 
us, owing to the profligacy of some of its tnemhera. Habu 
iratiudrakuniar Kay tells us that Rajeadra Chiiudlinri, 
uncle of the hero of the rule Kaj Chandra, gave bis ahare to 
his grandson on the daughter*a side—RajkiaLore, But ihia 
man ruined hin property by hi-; drunken liabits and eatrS''' 
vaganoe. The District (iazettcer says of KadhakrishnA'R 
deHcendauts, proprietors of the Pargana Babupur. they 
tvare profligate and once more the estate came under the 
hammer.” Kaj 0liandra*9 leivdneaa, in all the varioua 
channels of it» activity, forms tier subject-^muttcr of this 
hdtad. The whole atmosphere of the moral life in tlie small 
localities ijore the mint spread by tlm ivurta of big Kajas 
and Chiefs, Bengal of the Bightsenth century seems 
to luive sunk tow owing to omrchtcal moveuients on 
all aides cansed by subvertsion of the Imperial power. In 
the printed editioD of a pari of ibis ballud already 
referred to, we find tlie following lijiu written about 
Babiikhnn. the- founder of tlie Pnrgsmt: “When 
Bsbukhun had Ibe full vigour *of youth, lar had 
established a ward on tliC eastern side of a large [Kitid 
attached to his palace, which was mainly inhabited 
by whores;— 


'‘WSl ^TTrlDTI ‘ITTCII W 

“T1ii 3 Chaudhuria hud ton slrorigly fiiiilt forts in the 
tieighiHnirliDod of Kabupiir mid seventeen liitndR'd giinnts 
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ivGce At the lioot gat« to keep walcli over the 

pAlaoe h) night. 

^ frwT iTstt ^fr^ica 
jn3=B t •ift t i r w m i” 

(Prmttd BditiDii.) 

The gAJieralfi liita] Blnitidari and Uliaad iShcuxlHri were 
hcfwa oi a hundred fights ami the whole i^iintr; was in 
dreed o( lUetae Cbaudhuhe. Dui there were inllueutiaJ 
MAhotiie^Inck Zemiadiirs la thu dUtric; who eumeiiines 
proved mure Liiari a mateh for them. The power of Edanwor, 
one uf these Zemlndan^, uia}' have been exaggerated bjr the 
oamtioser of this ballad. Bui it is an hisioricnl fact that 
though Fajetidra’s general waiiietl to fight and Usneh a 
iesfton lu the inlerferiiig Moslem Chief, tl»£ lord i>E Babupur 
beat a retreat from tlie field, ootiaidcring discretion to he 
the better part of valour. This fiJgfii is not onl) due to 
the fad that the great army of Manwor Gaai etrueb terror 
in hia liuart, but also that his own nephew^ berame the ally 
uf tbe Mahomedan and told liim the secret about his 
army and resoiiroea. The tender relation between the 
nephew and the unde, inapitc of tlioir strained feelings for 
a time, liae been ilelineated with a line (oiicli of pathos and 
the ris^nciliation is sweet alter tlie sbomv of liostility has 
pngaed uway- 

In these balladh of the old school written both by 
TI Indus Find Mnliorimdans, the catholic acceptsDce of objecta 
of mutual worship ami the reaped paid to religious 
traditions by each other cmuiot but strike us, indirating the 
nappy condition of atnliy and (leacv that exiated tictwisn 
tliu two great sections of Bengal. The conlraat strikes ns 
all the mure rn view of tlie tension created of late by inter* 
t.'Slcd jrisrlieSv The Motdeni poet thus sings hU hymns in 
the preliinintirios: 
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"Let ine first of alt pay my trilititeof respect to tlie 
inia^ ol JttganBRtli al Piiri. Tljere jb no resiriction ob¬ 
served there in legaril to Food, and cooked rire ie (lold there 
tn the market. The Porrithjr cook ttie food which Enilimins 
do not feet Here pie in taking from their hancta. People 
after inking cooked rice tind fish Jo not wash llioir hands 
with woter bnt wipe them ou llwir headR......Further east 

let me sing a hymn in honour of Eentires, The name of 
Hari it sung there in even' hoiifie, and in llw door-way 
one finds the sacred plant TulasI everywhere. Formerly 
this plant was found on liu* mouMaine but the reverent 
Vaienavas breught them to the pliiitte for worship,., 
fn tlie BOutJi let me bo« down to the golden city of Lanka 
and to the queen Manriodnri, motlier of Indrajit.'* 

One might think that these hymns were composed by n 
Hindu. So strikingly the MosletnB uf old were tnibued 
with the religiourt Ijolicf of their QiHgblHturs 1 Even now 
the singers of the glnries of Mniiasa Devi undCioddcsft Kali 
are recruited from the Mahamcdctis. though the einljors 
of commitoal strife are now humteg down to ashes 
this beautiful and fftltcitotin caiholkiiy which h«d made 
village-life so pleasant to us iti the days gone by. The 
Hindus in the utp-«mutiy perform the Molimriim with no 
leas ardour than the Mabomedans themsclveH. 

fn regard to tlje extraiTts whirb we have quoted above, 
wc may note down some passing ohservationB, The 
Miihomedan writer, evidotilly owing to his ignorance 
of Hindu prnctioes, has committed fsmne errors in hia 
allusions to Bcoores and Puri, lu Puri Iho pcmplo are 
not allowod to take fish within the temple-compound and 
in Benares tho name of Hara rather tliiin that of Hart 
ra gmiiirelly aung by the people os tiint holy city is 
the principal real of the lii.viras. Xcithnr is the TulasI 
regarded so highly there* as thr Bel leaves w'hich are 
indisjienseble for the worabjp of i^ivn. Tlic line — 
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^ Bharat 

Chandrd-'-iat^n attlw^Tl, ^TS,' But the iuiletter- 

ed ruBtio poei did not get his inspiration from that eminutrt 
da^o poet AG ffiU appear from fai» wrong aUusion to fish. 
Such seutiment# were in the atmosphere, and Bharat 
oertamly got it from the current phraseology and 
embeUiuhpd it when he put it in His poem. 

Mohammed Em«is who ctaims the authorahip of a 
portion of Chaudhuri’a Laiftj published by Bahitn Bax 
Sardar from the Noakhali Hitaishi Press, was charged 
under Secs. 292-293, I. P. C„ and punished by the Sadar 
Sub-DiTiaionni Court u| Noakhali. The book was found to 
contain many obscene passages and the publication was 
suppressed. I have often referred to the fact that the 
publisbors of old ballads, generally speaking, introduce 
erotic elements not warranted by the original poems. In 
the present version which directly comes from the Ijps of a 
peasant, no snch obscenity is to be found. 
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Chaudhuri’s Larai. 


Book T. 

(U 

There was once » Baja, al the name or Rajnara^an 
Cbaudliuri who cut out jungles, founded & city and there 
built hiB palace. The city lied fme gates in rows such ee 
the front gate, the middle gate, etc. The Raja had con¬ 
structed a beautiful Audience-hall in the city which they 
called Rajganij. He was one nl the most powerful men in the 
locality and held in high eBtcen) by all. Near the front 
gate of the city sixty pious souls (Baiiflgis) recited scriptures, 
coDstantty offering tienedlction to the Baja and his people. 
Fond of amueements Bajnarayan had in bis palace a 
oompartment net apart for dancing women—excel lent 
actreseea all of tliom—and for dai>cirtg boys. The women 
wandered about diffusing light, humour and frealmeaa 
which the Raja keenly appreciated. In bis rest-house 
constructed in the middip of a tank he often enjoyed the 
company of gay women. (Ll, 1-11,} 


( H) 

[Chorus.^ A las I Whene and to whom can 1 disclose 
the secret of my heart? I have oome to know of a precious 
jewel. How pleased would I be if I ooutd sectire it for 
royoelf I] 

In the house of the Nnrs (ftf, dancers, generally a eUsa 
of people whose occupation la to heat druma and play on other 
musical inatrunicDis) at Talebpur there was once a great 
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festivity. The huncht>a<;k EnmgaictiyA plodtlcd hie wjty 
thi Iber to fcasi himseJf on fricil rice, Co the way, as ill fuck 
wouJil have it, he mot the fair damsel Rongaoinla. He 
purposely kept himself at a distnnoe am] glanced at her 
closely. She was like a golden image from whom he couJd 
hardly take oU his eyes. “Oh, good wornaii,'* b cried Co 
a fellow passenger ami aaid, “will you kindly tell me who 
Ihwfnir lady ib ?“ “Wdl Ramgaiehya, I will tell you who 
Ghem. ff you want to protect your honour and prestige, 
better bp mj a„d belongs to th^ 

family of Apto Ram and a sister is she of Golap. Tliev have 
given her the choice name «I Rangamala.*' 

\Vb!« Ritmgaichya lutard this, he rBsolved, “ tf I slmuld 
<sirc for my life, I must try U> secure her at any coat/' 

[Ckonts.^ta first and pm up your Case before the 
mother of bhyama.] 


Slowly did Ratagaichyn walk op to his own home. He 
wus all a (jDg iii a pensive mood and then resol vetl to open his 
mmd to Ina father Nachhi U«m, Accordingly he culled on 
um an * Oi), my father, I intend to open my heart 
to you, and at the aamo time do not feel bold to do 

* reassuring look, atid 

reritaucy^' ^^^7 

"Hear me, my eat«miMl father. Be pleased to aTrange 
my marriage with Rangamalti. Witli a gay heart, voo 
are to givo me permisaion. Sb is a daughter of Apta Ram 

and Slater of Goiap. They have given her the eboice name 
of liangumaJa. 


When the father heard this desire of his son, be took a 
broom m his hand and in great anger followed the himch- 

iaVpi;; ^ 

Thus pursueil the hunchback ran away and now and 
then looked Iwhiml to eee if the fntber was atjlj at hit hcols. 
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In great anger at tWa itianU» RamgHichya camo to bU 
father*a bouae and aworc in this wbj% ** By my Ufa E swear 
that r Trill open my father's iron chest wilh ibe help of one 
of my numerous beys." As he resolved so lie did. He 
auocec^led in opening the big iron cheat of Nnchhi Ram with 
tlw help of one of bis keys. On opening the chest the first 
thing that struck him was a purse contaiDing a -thousand 
repees. Forthwith be took it in his band and in great Imte 
proceeded towards the botise of Apt a Ham. 

Reaching the house of Apta Ram, he saw the maid* 
servant Durga, standing at the gate* He called her aloud 
and stated tlie urgency of the case* 

[Cbonia.—Ob my kind woman, do not be hard-hearted; 
1 clasp your feet and submit my humble prayer,] 

Now hear me, my beautiful Durga. I offer you here 
rupees five hundred. This is only for taking betels (onij 
a smatl sum for refreahments). T am going to propose my 
marriage with the lady. If you can help me in the matter, 
you will have n handsoroe reward. From others ynu may 
expect coins which they will give you counting with their 
hands, bat from this hunchhaclt you will have them 
measured in scales,^' 

When the maidservant received this offer, she said, 
" Let me first go to I he inner apartmenl and Hoimd them." 

Slowly did she proceed towards the inner apartment and 
met Apta Ram. She said. ** Hurrah I Come gIohc to rnu, 
Apia Ram, and see what I have to tell you alwmt. Your luck 
baa turned and there will be no end to your good fortune 

IWJW. 


Apt» Ram. 

But, my good woman, here arc my brows, tbo seat 
of lortmie. If my luck has turned, how can my brows be 
intact in their place? " 

SI 


24:/. KASTEliK BENGAL BALLADS 

Durga, 

Oil I no. It Is not the forsheod tbst has i*hsDg;od, For¬ 
tune lias Tenll? BDiilod on jkiu. t have got s bridegroom for 
your daughter, wiio has the highest aoclal status. He bae 
oQ'ered rupees five hundred merely for your taking betels. 
1/ you agree to the proposal, he will give you boards." 

When -Apia Ham heard this, a smile played on hie lip* 
and Jie sweetly said, " iJsten to me, my good woman. See 
my eon (Jolap on this point. If you can secure his assent, 
ttiine will come as a matter of course. If he agrees, go 
and seuJe the marriage at once,’’ 

Dufgft Dnai called on Uolap and said, "A bright 
star shines on your luck, dear lad. You will have a 
fortune in no time. A {K'incely tad of the highest social 
status is Suppliant for the bant] of your sister. At the 
very outset, he boa offered rupetis live hundred for Uking 
betels," 

Golap said, " The question of money is of secondary 
importance. First I must know if he is worthy of being 
tbe husband of nay beautiful sister Rangamak. Tell me 
if hie colour is bright and Lf be is handsome," 

\\ hen Durgtt heard tbe words of Golap, ohe began to 
tbink within herself: ** It will be easy enough to satisfy 
their demanda but what can I do to prevent the hump 
On big back from being seen? “ 

From there aha weal in slow steps to Ramgaichya and 
told him that the party bad wished that be aboutd be 
presently at their liouae. 

In a high Rpirit of glee Bamgaicbya went to Apu Rsm’a 
Iwuse, in the company of the maidservant. 

[Chorus.—Who is there who has such a precious jewel 
for tier hueband like me?] 

When be appeared at the bouse of Apt* Ram he 
wanted to see Golap Ray. Golap R», came and wa. 
surprised to «e Ramgaichya as the proposer. The 
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hunchback had his body rovcred with ringwonn. The very 
sight of the wretch was held iuauspicious. Eie ribs 
had ftimtt tow and his cheat looked like a nvil'shelL One 
would hnd a black owl howiijg over hts bead in tire nir;^ 
if one would look at the face of the hunchback. 

A far greater consideration than all these weighed, how- 
ev'er, with Qclap Etny, and being unable to resist the 
tomptfttion of money, Ire agreed to Ramgrtichyii'a proposal 
nnd settled tire date. iD- 1-112.) 


{ ill ) 

{^Chon^s.—Who will go with me amongst you, oh! 
BrajaGopiaV All an attracted hy the aouod of hia flute, 
I nm going to bring water from the Jiiinna.] 

Adinatnrji, Padrositara* Honamala, Jaylura, K&litara, 
Kanchnniuala, Kalavati, Mugannshi and Rai tcalled bet* 
Wani for her skill in hnaket-making) are the uunies of some 
of those women who came forward to lake part irt the 
function of marriage. The tnother of Rangamaln hronght 
the Gilla fruit, sandal and Chua For scenting the body 
of Ran game lu. Tire mnldx aurrou tided her on all sides 
and in the midst of them stood Hangumnld m the full 
height of lier maidonly charm 

Tire maids helped Irer in her bridal hath and ilren took 
ber near the nllur where the hunchback wim umde to ait 
by her, and Brahman priest was called to minister to 
the marriage function. The Br&hmait hmshed his Fu^b 
and recited the mantras fiinled to ihe occasion. Then 
came the moment when the bride and bridegroom hud to 
look at each other’s face. At u glance ai the hunchback'R 
face, s]iarks of fire emunated from the cyw of the hride. 
She burst into a he of anger aud looked ilh« a bnmbno- 
grove set on lire 


* JUl IUUiir|pi£k]Ui tllfu fDhtv|)6tllli<| i 
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“ Did nij tirolber Jow his eyes and ali power of 
iiidgmctii? He bmnght this wretch of a hondiback for me 
in prefcrenoo lo Roaik who is our close oeighbour. It ie 
my old fdilhor who ie restwnaible for this fout deed. A 
m*-Aii greeil of money drove nway ell his sense of right 
jiml wrong, mid he chose this huiichhack lor my husband t 
Well, I will see how I may retaliate on ibis devil of a 
huQchback/* 

The marringo was, however, finished and the bride- 
gr’tira look ilm brid« to bis Ijouse^ 

site strolched lii-r liotly on n i^ii couch and the huiich- 
hack sat in a Honrner of it, Staying at a little iliaiunce 
fmrn her he oagt a stealthy glance at her wishi'rig to obsorve 
how she looked, She tit once kicked him out in great 
rfisgUBt, and afraid of oncoonteriiig her again, the hiiiidiback 
Harugmehya tiink to liia heels and breaking open the door of 
the house, he ran on lo the street, I''rotu the day that 
Rangarnnta hud ecen him at doae (|iii]rters, frightened by 
Ilia hideous form she never agreed to put up with him. 

Once Rauigrticfiya Bed when his old father was piirstiing 
him with u lirocirji, and tliia story of hie liJe wiis repeated- 
He fled tine time lo escape from the kicks of his besitlifiil 


Book U. 

(1) 

iFirjf tThfira*.—I did not know that love would be & 
soiiPoe of so much tPOdhle to me. He for whom I have 
fomken ray sodnl prestige, my property, my home and 
oil, has abandoned me. Woe he to love I] 

[.9eromf ahcn„,^U „.jj| 

Ut no one boa.de yoiirsidf know of it, Mnnv a person 
dwi of linikon Imart by falling in bve. 'nw' mv 
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audience, 1 am going to tell you how Eangomafa fell in 
love.] 

Near tLe gateway of Baj Chandra Cliaudhtiri's palatial 
building lived a Vaianava womaa named Syainapriya who 
maintained bersclf by begging. One day abe weal to a 
place called Ahladi, For the whole day she visited hoiioea 
on right and left with the begging bowl in her hands. And 
it was only when four Dandaa remained of the day* she 
came to the Louse of the Nars. Sba cried out fur alma 
whereupon lUngamaia called her from inside the house. 

When her voice was heard, the maidservant Durga 
appeared before her near the temple ol the house and with 
nine fcuriira of cowries in a plate, she ottered to give alma 
In Syamapriyn. “Accept this." said she. “and with 
this the good wishes of Rangamala and Golap,'* Syama- 
priya felt pleased with the name of RangamnU and Ibotight 
within hereeli i “ Beautiful must be alie whose name is 
00 pleasant to hear. How can 1 have a sight of this 
maiden?" 

She took out of her bag her cymbals and playing on 
them began to sing in musical concord witli her instrti- 
mem. The little children of the house of the Nars 
gathered there to hear her songs. 


Ditticult it 1* to get o person after one's mind, ff 
after all one is found who pleases the heart, that one alas I 
does not return Jove. Could T have one after my mind 
r would have firai conquered (fiat one's heart. But such 
» one could never be found." 

Sweet was her voice and the cymbals sounded merrily 
ns sbo sang. The words and the rhymes could noi be 
heartl from a distance, but the voicQ with its tender appeal 
ohoimed the heart. Bongumala from within the house 
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beard the soDg oiid asked her tuather's pcfinissjon to go 
near the gatewa}? and llstCD to it doKl>\ The mother 
said, "All along voy liave been i?Ubin the four walle of 
your boflutifitl house—the M Bangla. Wby Bhotild you 
feel a desire to*day to go near tho outer gate?” The 
da ugh ter I hon’ever^ inaisted on liGarijig the ^-ong and 
embracing her mother repeated her retjuest, wberoQpon 
the mother took her near the gateway of the outer walla 
and asked her to stay there for a little while and hear the 
ifirtan, Itangamata said, '* I will simply have a sight 
of her and rclum after staying a tnotneiit,’’ 

i^ow when Syaniapriya saw her, a lie looknd with intent 
eyea oxamining her from head to foot. Tiiougb a woman, 
she felt the overwhelming oharm of her gloriona beauty. 
Rangamala also waa pleased with the appearance of the 
aoijgstreas and observing that she wjis fatigued, she fanned 
her waving the flying end of her altji. This sym¬ 
pathetic treatment sooihetJ lier. So she said, " Your 
beauty channa my eyea, though T am a woman, f wonder 
who is the fortunate one who has got you for wife." 

UnngnmaLa said, " rhank you for your sympathy and 
kind cjuary. f am the uiosL tniserahle woman on the 
earth. The fire of my despair is burning my heart, and 
though inwardly consumed, I never open my heart to any 
one. Why have you, by your uflectionate words, revived 
this fire with a redoubled force by a reference to my hus¬ 
band? My father felt no pity for me and losing his eyes 
and ears in the greed of money, he hns taatried me to the 
Wretched hunchback Haragalchya. My brother Golap, 
hitherto full of kindness for mo, tinfortumitely ooncuned 
with the wishes of my father. Close to my house U the 
worthy youth Itasik, hut they did not care to join my hands 
with a really deserving bridegroom, hut have destiojed 
my life, by choosing the liunchhack for my husband. I 
now find that in the home of my parente no one has soy 


CHAtJDHUm’S LAliil ‘iAl 

reeling for mo, since they have behaved as even my worst 
cncmiea would not." 

When Syamapriya heard ibis, her indigtratiwi hnew 
no hounds, hurst out just aa a bamboo-plant doea 
when fire is put into one of lie knots; but suppressing 
her feelings at tJic monicnt, she begun to meditate 
on the step she should take to rescue Hangamaja from 
her distressed condition. Suddenly an. idea struck ber 
—She ia just the girl for Baj Chandra Chaudliuri I 
am going to tell him about her. Hnw nice it will b<j for 
lier to enjoy herself in the beautiful liest-houBo of the 
Cbandburh. J am sure if I gue » due of tiiia to Raj 
Chondra. 1 will Lave such reward that I shall not be 
in atiy need for the real of my life," 

Tltinking in this strain, she straightway left the house 
and did not disdoso her intention to anybody. 

fU. l.aa.) 

(II) 

[Chorwa,—Full of saUslBCtion, she walks in a pJensaot 
gait, the Joy of Syamsprija's Iteari was manifcai in her 
face.] 

She came to the gateway of the pafecc of the Chau- 
dhuris end began to think, ’* The situaiion is difficult, I 
am not known to anybody here. How cun I cotmnunicate 
my wiRheato Baj Chandra?" From n little distance she 
beheld that Bajemirn and hie nephew were holding the 
Durbar in the Audience-hall. An officer waa ciplainiDg 
some papers to Baj Chundni and he reclining otv his Tukin 
(pillow) was seated at 

Full of presence of mind, eho devited a way to intro¬ 
duce herself. Slie again look out the cymbals from 
behind and began to play on them. Its jUigiing aouncl 
attracted the notice of Raj Chandra and when he glanced at 
her, she made a sign to him with her eyes. Her eyes 
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tiviuUlcd in such u lii'uy that Haj Chandra waa not yet ante 
wliL'dicr fllii.* dgtttMl to him Tor a private uiterwsew But on 
It iiccond: tlipught, he perceived that it was u sign. He told 
ljt» iintlu Umt Jie was not feeliiig woll :ihlI that lie wanted 
hi relin;. Hnying so, he canto tu his itiner a[)artiiient. He 
ivurc u cluth ivitlt ei golden border and from hh ehoutderii 
huiig ii CAnifiii' of Kwy colour. His shues were Embroi¬ 
dered will! [ewfls. Thus ottired he ajiproncfied Syiinis- 
pfiyu. He saitl, Wiuit ia ilJF mason, dear Syomapriyn, 
ihai you havu hruught mi: here by i sign of your eyes?" 
i^yriirtiipriyu swmly said, '* Liston to me with atteiUlon. 
I eruve yoor Highness’s pertni^inn to relate n story . T 
bnve beheTd u ?pcciiich’ at itie liriiiwj of the Niirs wliiclt f 
can never forget, hiu Your must reward mis hand- 

ioiucly, I will giro you love's treasure. “ Bight glad at 
larJTt, Br} Chandra caugiit i»yamapriya in hia nrma. 
For he was 60 JoTid of forming new intimacies Tinih the 
fair soil thiit he coulrl nm like a wild horse to fulfil bis 
object, even if it were in the darkest of niglita, 

Ttie Idle was a siiUple ooe, ttaiiganiii!ii, the daughter of 
Apt El it am and sinter of (inliip, was the most un fortunate 
girl alive* 

Raj Chandra 'said, "No need of further detoila. Just 
ehowmetlio way to the house of the Nnrs*" Syama- 
priya wtiif, ” If T bad given a Clue of auch a treasure to 
out who t’huiglis tile fidds with his own fiand, even such 
u (wasortL would have given me lour or five rupees at once os 
a rewitnl." Ruj Cfandru was osliaim'd at the wnrds of tin* 
Vaisnav,! wtunan nnd thrust hia hand into but piicket to sea 
what was tliere. Ue took in hiv hand a rupee and Landed 
I pvor to the woman, flhe shrank » little and snjd, 
liarue I la a a nt gill (or Y'our ftighnesa m oiTer m me'/ 
4yL 1 Jive lo" U-^sgitig 1 Jmve )i lai- of ru[h.'es in niy 
nlCoi i md la it lair tlmt you stionld ircut me ue a bq^gar? " 
itft] CUfiwb..* bad imtuiny mom in ins ptxkot iiL the mament 
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aii<] Te<iUy fcU anbiuiii'*!. Ki' wid, '* My projKiftr in ini- 
Tiibiise iind BO nrtr rojp rjchE?«, Doti*t doiiiit uio, I asjiure 
you, wlicti tliniiigh yuu, luy oUjt'ct will be rntlllli^, I will 
lo-iko yon ihe owner of the Kojgonj wmrket." She fnoiled 
ill dcrinton uiul BiviiT, ' ' D^tLi (cmlit) iiu‘iui« fihaki (de.^cit) ; 
tins known Ui Many mutt Imve I iftHUt wfio after 

Liivjng actiievm! ilieir ontl have phiyiH] fiil^n ; ihoy Utterly 
Uiiavctl in ^ Wi;y i[ tlnrro lioil hi'm ucrer an ar- 

qiiaintBnm" i.Uij. tJmndrn on licHnnj; tinti took n piece of 
{]iutH;»e |>ii[Xir Irunti hi» jHicki't and iimljiiiily dR-w a drwi 
'nakinjj endnw'nieirif. ii jitul vl tninl nn wbietj sixiy 
of VjiUtiiun I lived. 

The woman W(i)< nijln glnd nt tint?gift imd xaid, “You 
ihould come with tnv -i Uw IjuurF loioR' !mnh'et. ^^oUl■ 1 
bid you funtweU.'* 

Raj ChnndrtL wimi n few paces aiid ilien ilicnigiil, Kuny 
U U to get inforiniilian nlxntt k‘umiriil ntitiien hut difhailt 
to win tlicrn for one's purpose, L hn%'e not asked Syaina* 
priya if she kie.ovf) oI tile >tri of elmrmiag women.’’ When 
lie was thinking in tlhit slntin, SyumriipriyA liod gone n 
few steps and lie ran in haste to overtake her. Turning her 
liend hack, she percoivi^d tlie young tundlnrd pursuing her 
nud meeting him said, " Kvetything is arranged and yoti 
will proventiy liiivo xoinelhing to make you happy, 
What is the reason that you lire running in haste cvb 
denlly to huvu some fiiriUcr talk with mu." Raj Chandra 
whispcmrl to her earp, *' I forgot to n«k you one thing, 
r>il you know iLi' art of wuimuig a QroRian's heart ?” 

Sysmupriyu ainikd ivirk^Hlly and anid, " iiim'e I hui'e 
Icarni tlmt art, w.icii tiitiea did I grow old «m f 
Hiven Itiiiey diif T Ix'iviiie youug again. If 1 pm 
iiij charmed Ix'tel wilhtii the iiioiith of iui old [>erfl£)ii, 
the elihing IdiKMi will Row agiitn youth trill revive!.” 

Rnj Cboudm re[)li<id, Ynii iiiueI staiw me this wimderfnl 
effect of your tluinncd liciol to iionhrm my faiih in your 
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worths.'* tJpo^ which «Le said, *' Just bring me s handful of 
betel and nuts. If 1 gel theses 1 oaq give immediate proof 
of the charm." Re| Chandra said, " No hurr^. You tnaj 
oonveaientljr piote jrour point in the&ftcmooti/’ 

(LI. 1-122.) 


(in) 

Saying so, he returned homo. He took hk meals and 
had his midday nap. When only four dendoe remained 
for the sun to set he celled Bam, the keeper of the 
etalL to his presence and ordered him to bring bis 
waler. When the walor was brought, saddled and duly 
capariaonedt heat once rode upon it and otarbed for the houre 
of Kala, the betel-seller. The water ran speedily in high 
spirit and at once came to the bouae of Lbe betel-aeilei. 
The young landlord had the honse bound to the trunk of 
a mango tree and called KaU Barai (betel-seller). The man 
instantly appeared before him and when he beheld the lord 
of twenty-two parganas before his humble hut, he began 
to tremble in fear. With clasped luindst be delivered him- 
in this way, " People cannot bare a sight uf Your 
HigbneBs*B august personage even if they pay a tbousaiid 
rupees as JVsfer. How fortunate am I that 1 have the 
pleasure of seeing my lord at my bumble hut 1" Baj Chandra 
aaid, "I have come to you for one purpose. Juat give me 
one Mro of betels." The betel-aeller did not seem to 
believe this and said, " la it possible tliat for such a poor 
thing Your Higbn^ has visited my doors? If you would 
have sent word through one of your meanest aervanla, I 
would have myself gone to your palace with cart-loads of 
betel." 

'* ll ia not that stsrt of betel that I want, my friend. 
[ want that all the leaves of this hire should bo the product 
of tt Bingle plant." 
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Then did tine betel-seller believe in tbe words of BaJ 
Gtiaodra and askiag him U> WAit entered tua inner apart¬ 
ments. He ftsked his wife to get a bira of betels of very 
fine quality, all products from a single plant. She took 
pains to comply witb the wishes of her husband and suc¬ 
ceeded in securing the betels as desired. 

Bight glad was Baj Cltandra to receive wliat be wanted 
and asked Kala tv hat s hould be the price of his goods. 

Kala Barai said, ** It ib a very smitil thing and 1 need 
not say anything about the price. Whatever your Highnesa 
will give me will bo giadly accepted." 

Haj Chandra thought for a moment as to what be should 
offer. He rcmcmbcn>d that be was once put to shame by 
offering a rupee to Symapriya. After thinking a little 
Dver the point, ha handed him hve rupees and the betel- 
ncller was greatly pleased with the price. (LI. I-4d.) 

(TV) 

The services of Ram Btuindari were requisilioned again 
end ho helped His Highness to get upon his horse. The 
rider was all in haste and kite water went along the way 
bending his neck in high pride. On his way, Bam Ehondari 
lagged of the prince leave for a few minutee for a pitvate 
business and being thus rcleaBOd from his duty, stealthily 
went to the house of Kate, the beteUselter, by a road in the 
e.'tst. He looked through the window of the hoitse and saw 
Kala engaged in sounding the silver coins to examtno if they 
were good. 

He suddenly entered tlic house without waiting for 
permtBSLotk and said, "Now, my Iwtel-seller, you must 
repay the five rupees that His Highnesa bos given you." 
He stared aghast nt these words and said. " His Highness 
Jins ju-t given toe the money, whyahnuld T return? " Bam 
Bhandert replied, * * He has given the bve coina to-diiy only to 
get them back with interest in the shape of some blows 
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to-ujorfow, Wby aliould 1 come tii your bouse if 

£li» Higlmcui. Imd juit sent me for the mnnoy? Now rtadily 
to my or dor. If ynu olsjoct,, mulauUy (ihn| 1 I have 

you IkjuiuI to tlti» tttl irt*? juid l>«it you with tlio sharp 
hi^ls of juy bIuks,” The Iwict-soilcF aiiid, '* No, [ will 
not give Lho [uortey," uiitl us liic> suid so, be drew iire 
atringj of bis purse tiglitly. Hi in Bhaiuliiri [}er<»ive«I that 
iho punso ivlus with live rufuios ittside. He 

itutuutiy fell upon him nucl Ifegnu to give hiuo blows 

mercilesifly. iltiuy a blow tliJ il^o buifl-scller got in Itii* 

l>aek, fts iimny on bis tieck niul iM^veru) .in Iwiili his sides. 
Tbo number of hlowa tame up to uirjB Not 

HaUfibeJ wilJi tliih liucmigbl tmid of tUe iKfiigb of a tree 
and beat blm with it. 

Kocoiviay the blows, Ti-»la did not utter a wurd hut 
niitny a (iiiie be bortl bimseJt Inw ami clasped ilw feet of 
ilie mRj] who iissuuttcd liiiu Gius. Tlie wile of (Its tiotoi- 
dcUor flaw all ihis from n iliAtiture tmil hot being nblo U) 
control her rage ciime up with a tuiig tiiimlHJo (lolc for reta» 
Hatton, Strong hr iUm Bbambiri wim, it waHCitsy forbim l i 
throw her down niul drive berby entehing hold of bur flowing 
lucks, and thus Wiis llm wife of the 1‘ijtel'aellcr reiiiuvcd from 
tin; biitllc-field, 

Wlujti he saw no way oat of bin I'qry doplnrohle situa¬ 
tion, Kuln w«A obligeii Hi ojian Hie strings of bis purse and 
return the five rupees that In? had got. Seizing this 
money, Rum Itbnudnn cHine hack to the yuiitbful lord atid 
when itsked by him as to ibe ranw uf so miicb duluy, be 
proiiuceil some pica whidi gave sallsfncttou (u Ub maaler. 

t V 1 

Then did Buj Chandra roluro tu lii*. hauw am) visited 
tlw Jintof the Vniwiava wotiiun Syainapriya, lIcolTcit?iI her 
the betels which sbo took in her tjnuds and begun tu recite 
BiflMfj'oJ oil Ihetn fur giving effect to bur charm, lilw blew 


CHAUl^JHTTlti S UA\tM 


35.1 


ii]u»n them with her hrwith, Inrt the U-tels In},' (m the eurlli 
uithimt moving, uvcriW) little. Then Hid Rej Clmndrtt , 
" Kow, sifter, there is ihp efiicaey in ynur chtu rii. Yntiri* 
i»a mm-Vflutil. Hon ctiiv 1 pul fttiLh itt yaiir wonU? 
There wa« ti time whett ynti niidd elntriii yonttg men 

with your youth uiiH a diartinHl beicl ivat» liniitly 

ncceifuiiry. T!n* kom nonhi feur your t-vi.*'* redileiifnl 
with tmger hut non uii L-tib^tide hy!< come t]|)on your 
youth. Your teeth hnve tatleii ttiid ynur eJieeU li.ive gmwn 
lank. Tlio humour o1 yunr word» h not ittiprcviiitcd now. 
Ami thill s.uiiie o» ymir li[»« tvhieh unre oltHiiui-d (wopk* 
haa faded, that those who |iriiiei] on yniir triendatnp nnd 
wiighi your smile miw pnnji h\ wiltiuui Tintidiig you and 
accost you u* iiuni, the epithet given to old vn>mEn,' 

(IrcHtJy iii'lmmiHl iis %he wus at ilio nojdn of tin* youug 

Rfija, she still continued to teciU' her monfoM lui) the 

betels Itty there ns heron; niilumi niuviug, 

Tlwn did iHhe suy iit de+puir, *' It i;> l^votid iii> inwer, 
dour turd, to da iinvlliitig vviili this boieh whereupim Itnj 
(Muimlru snid, Oive me Uie hcti'ls. 1 u jllclutrin Hkmiu 
dual B«c if ynu cuu H'sisi theuflt'cr.** ixtg tliis heiccitcil 
the numu of Muihur fvuli and niien'd thi' hiiim'lt, 

Rytujiapriyu Kiiiitehad the tsdeia hut gid u sbciek and 
eould m>l nitain Uimu in her hands, admitU'd hut 
defeat anil ackniiwledgiul tluil he n ^uiperior adept in 
[tie art. Thru did ntiu put in her hag ifu- betels ehunuod 
by Raj Cluiiidfiii liiitieoH. fllic kstk Iier utt;nl» its usiml atiil 
slept )i sleep full of noxietici^. In the moriiiirg she nroeo 
uml with tin' r hiirniud IwIoIa Wimi Hlmiglit to tin* Ijoiim; of 
lire Nars. tl.l. 


( VI ) 

Slie utiwxl rtl ihi* gateway and rfliM.nl her viiirc^ asking 
for blmit. Ua iigaitmift tM;ard tire vain; and nnlem d I Its 
muidserviint Ihtriiu to ihve aiimt to the liciia'ir 
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Our^ii cfime wUJi aims but wiia xurpriat^ij to see tliat it 
wjLSlliG SJitDic V'uisnflva woman who bud ^-oiuetLedny More. 
Shf* came back lo Rjmgamjdfl and aainl ttiitt the siinie 
Vuianava lind come eg>iit]>. EnngamuEn burnt vcitb 

mye lit Ilua report and seid, " Only yestcrdny she tiwk alms 
from oiir house. This woman must t>e very grwdj*. S Imj 
1ms come ftgain to-Jay. Drive her ofF from this bouse." 
Durga was MiiifBlly bent on taking drastic steps in surh 
CBBos and now the fife was put to flame by her mistress's 
«'ords. She gjitbcred together a nnmlier of nmidser^'ants and 
fell poor Byamapriya treating her to blows and kicks. 
Byamapriya in this critical situntiort had recourse to a 
devils and exclaimed, " I have not come for alms. I have 
oomeoti some othur mission. Do not asaanli me so cruelly. 
Hear tnj story patiently. I bad a sister whom I held ilear 
as my life. Like two pigeons we liveil together side by 
side ill bsfunness. As ill luck would have it. she Im 
loft the world, leaving me alane. My heart hmgs for tlint 
affection which t used to get from my sister and I have 
been nonniitig like a matl womao tu search of cue who 
would lie like her. Believe me. I have fniijid in Rangamaln 
some striking reBeinfalaiice to niy sister. My heart yeanis 
for calbug her blister. Will not she |ierjiiii me to address 
her so? 

Ilcimng thifl the imiidflervanU went to RanyainnU and 
aaid, ” It ia not for alms that the Vai«nav» woman ban 
come. She had & aister wlmm she baa lost and ahe has 
foiiml in ytiu some likeness of bers. She does not care for 
the company of VaisnaTn men. She is Ifluging for iUe aurt 
of love she got from her sister, wdm is now dead and wants 
permission to address you ns sudi.'' 

When Rangtimala heard (he atory sbe naked her mnid- 
lervnnin to bring the Vaiannva woman to her. 

Syamapiiya was admitted imo the room and ti smalt 
wooden aUjoI was pointed out to her ami slic sat there. 
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The Htool crnckH nrid bmke down when she had taken her 
seat and this gave rko £o kugbt^r amotigjiit thie maid- 
servatil®, Rarigamnln caught hold of the woman by her 
hands, ns she looked abashed and made her sit on her onu 
wuch. She w-ns served with betel and tobneco, Kyama- 
priya wna ftilj of hesitancy as to how she would tntio- 
diifie her subject. It wan nino a proUlem to her ns to how 
she would make her take the betel rhanned by Raj Chandrn, 
Ekt she had a ready wit and pwence nf mind and time 
addresBed Rangamaja, “ Now, Rimgnmala, I have got the 
liberty to cult you ray sister. I have taken ynui- lietd ami 
tobacco. But what can I give you in return? If you 
would not take offence, 1 «Iinuld like to offer ytJTj some 
betelft tlint I have with me. Fmrn tfi*diiy, we two are 
t>uiind by ties of sisterhood,*' 

Rajigonialtt without any ado stretehiHl her liund and 
aitid, ■' flive me your t*et«l," She took it and at once pu< 
it into her mouth and swaljowed the (‘harmed thing. 
Itnmedifttely tlie effect worked on her syateni and she asked 
Siyarnnpriye to ait oW hy her. She oaid, is them 

in your betd 1 do not know, but on taking it J fed □ 
itrange tremor in my heart. I feel inclined to throw off 
my nrramentB. My' necklace of Urge jjearJs whict) I like 
so inneh docs not please me. A strange feeling has over- 
fjowered me. Will you tell me what nas itj the l>c(cl? 
For reasons unknown In me. I feel n desire for ft atraam 
named: ChaudhuTi ," ** 

%amaprtyn oaiil, *' A [loor woman I am and yon are 
nittiiiig a joke with me, (s it lieeornirig of one ulnira 1 
liiivc coHed sister? You spoiik of a pr^rHon named 
fjljaudhuri. Blit } aRsiirt- ynu I dii not know any tnan of 
that name. Had I known him, I would have brought him 
here fnr your soke. It is a strange vtory that vou have 
told me, 1 do mu know where such a (lerson lives nor any¬ 
thing oIb) about him,” 
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Knii^umiiln Haul. " Strange 1 Your liult;! has taken 
flTcet. I'liorc is sitrely 3LUiietljii)i' in il.'* Syjimiipriyii 
wilt in rcjily, ” Vuui- wiirilit ni'c iiurt-asimalile. I slmll 
•im'ur tliiit 1 uui iHirfeetly mnuL-cnt. 1 have given ynn 
betcla rtiul t-ulkil yon hisier. nil fnr securing your good 
vvi6i|jci Jiiul (ilTefliun* Why sliuitlil yon ftcCTiuo me in this 
way ttiid give [wiii tn itiv lujart*.? I tujU you oJU! tiling. lio 
yon i>aibe in n jhhuI or get vralcr fetclieil {it yratr linuac for tlic 
jiuriknu; ’ Hiiiigimiali' uitsworoJ llnit ii wfis lier jirnciicc to 
billin' HI V.liter bmvigJit to Imr iioiUM* liy servant^, vvlji'reu[ii)tii 
ihi' \'fll#uiiv{i wiuuun uuiil, “ 1 get lieiel (irol nuts |iy iHiggiog. 
Tlioy nn cerluinly not of n swperinr qniiUty, Tlie nuis 
spocially JLW Bthing uiid It may lie livtit ouing to yotir tfiking 
thciv iiutn yonr Inmil uiaj Imvt' Iwcoiiu; giddy. tl would do 
widl for you IT yon Itatke in n |Kiivd, If you fake niy 
ndvit'U, wliy not itniie lo Uie jiimd RaghjiludiiJir- It would 
owl your bend,*' \V*'hnn Tinrigrtiinik lieard it. ^!^e wntil 
straight Ui lief iimlliof und naked priuisslon to go to 
Rag hulls hi nr. Tin? mot her ItKikod at Jicr with ciiriortity nnd 
flrtld. '* You iuvvi? all idoiig ratunined within the four waJU 
cif this bouifo, Whnt niuke'i you to-duy wi“li for going out 
ami It!the ui the [Wild? '* [lungamtila perainted in her rt"- 
quiitit I'lid ivoiilil lint listen to nny objixtion. The mother 
ivjis obliged to givu her consent. She iiakwi, “ Wlinni would 
yon take af oomprtuiona?*' Eaiigoiiiahi gave a liat of the 
mnidservnnts who were to acctmipiiny her. Tlioy were 
Aduw, I'admUt Saniiualji, '['nm, JnyUini, KnUtaro, KnJavnti, 
Knnchii nil mitt, Hiirgit mill ulhors. Rut," she said. 
“ Syttmajiriya hos ended mo sister, Siie too must go with 
mo." TIh' rw)tlu*r eouiwiiiU'd, the maidst'rrantft look with 
tliism clJiia. Sanskl, (.?ilia fruit imd othrr toilet.articluB. 
Riinganiula went ohoud of tliem nit mid behind her 
Syamapriya proceeded in ploasanl gnit. Rangamalii 
looktsl behind fliid imw that Synmapriyii was daticin^f oe 
sbe was lollowitig lier. upon which alic said, " Rut sister, 
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how in ii thnl thmtgli is no occaiion for tt ntiij n«itiH?r 
any mosicol inatrument to keep pace, yon ore dnncinp wtiilc 
wnlkiHg on llw public way? " Syatnnpriya whispered iv Jicr 
oana, "Rimga, you doijot kww thnt though I Iwvtgmwn old 
1 camiDt live wUhuiiL lovtttg a mnu Ami ihis teeliog ol amour 
gives me sticU uti impi<tita ihnt [ dunce in joy.'* Rungu 
took o^arLco ot tlieaR words unit lier face reddened [u auger, 
^he culled Durgu Dasi and mUI, “ Tlns old luig tlunittl be 
taught fl lesson/* The raaidservunts of tlio houst? of the 
Kara were always eager to apply force, aivd tliey all 
gathered there with Ourgu at their head and began to beat 
Syamapriyn, r4!opanl-]ike tJiey jutupi'd and fell upon the 
VaiaiJAva woman and ttp.itcd her to blowij, 'rfu‘ hlowa iliej 
gave her rvere fourteen bnHea, Then they boat her w*ith 
luimboo-Hticks. Being auaitltetl in this wwy. she did not 
know what to do hut as often as shn received ific blows. 
8tic clasped the feot of Rangumata anil souglit for pardon 
Mying, " In an unguarded moraent did I inter a wrong 
thing. It WAS merely for rutting a juke. Why slioiild you 
take it so HiTiousJy ? Show me a little oompa^sioii and iiak 
the muldservunts to dcaist from assaulting me in tliin wqyr*' 
Bangamtiln's lieaft melted in pity and she ordirrcd the 
maideerv’aiUfl to cease. 

They reached the pond and Syninnpriya with Ttnttgu*s 
permission wont to ilui other side of tfie pond and filled a 
Biunll pitchier with water. Hatiga in the meantime had 
descended into the water where Syamapriya poured the 
contents of her pitcher Tliia water was chariucil hy her. 
So when it came in touch with Hnngamnh who wna pour¬ 
ing water over her head, the ePect of It wob iustautly felt. 
She perceired a strange emotion in licr Imart and criml out, 
“Oh Syamapriya 1 this time there ia no doubt of it. My 
mind for aomn unknown cause seeks a penoii named 
Chaadhuri.“ Syamapriya woe enraged at her words, and 
said in « rude tone, “ You talk light-heartedly with me iu 
33 
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this wfiy nnri i£ T flm enwmmgotl by yrtiir in<^titgeiK< to (?iit 
u joke in response, you appoiot your moid-^erraots to 
HaaauJt me mercileefly. f aiij frigtiien^d (UmI tvgidd not 
like to speak freely wUh you,” Rungnmnila omlrr'icicd tier 
affectionately sftyhig, " I was wrong, dear sietcr, but after 
nil I am your aiater ami can 1 not expect to have pardon 
from you?^' The Vaianara woman was right glad at ber 
words And said endearingly, '' I can tell you something 
which will interest you, I know o peraon named Baj 
Chandra, He is the sun of a great landlord, ff you wish, 
I can bring him to yoo.** Rings was pleased with her und 
entreated ber to bring Raj Chandra to the landing ghat of 
the pond as soon as possible. tLl. 1-150,) 

f VII ) 

Now Syamapriya proceeded towards the house of 
Raj Chandra on this mission. Bin here I must ohajjge my 
topic and aay something about Raj Chandra. 

Raj Chandra one day said to Rnm Bhandari, '* That 
Vaisnava it'ornan tonka gift from me promiaing Ui bring me 
message from Rangamala, hut since then she has not yet 
turned up. Wlml is the matter with ber? Ifaa she 
played me false? ” Ram said in a sulky tone, ” These Vais- 
nava women arc Eerer to bo trusted x They make large 
promises amt then produce amootJi exeiifl68*| they .ilwaya 
practise deceit for earning tnonoy,” The young lord asked 
Ram as to what should bo done now, Rnni wanted to go to 
know the reiuon and aaked permission of his roaster for it. 

He waa« atalwart man. He clothed himuelf with a 
dhoti which meaaurod forty yards. In mnjestto steps did 
he advance and come near the spot where iba stone slab 
bearing inscriptions about Husti Khan' lay anil there aa Im 

Huillj Kbflll T|> |1it ftlilBf tj aSui, O^tltAQT 4t CIlUj^l^Df, hid 

Piiiplt7*e KiTiqdn finiDeimr ic tnij«lii* ihi IttXiihiMl laW DtitirilL 
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rast he aa\r Synmaprij-a coming in slow step®. 

As soon an hp aav, her. he maHv n Iwuiid at Jior and catch* 
>ng hold of her hy lier forelctckfl, begnn to boot her. He 
said. ■* Thmi witch, why hast thou tnkeu money from my 
mosKr mid dianptjcared since, tiittking false promisca? " 
The wiitnftti angrily replied, 'MV ho toJJ you, you rogue, 
that I got motley from your mostnr?" At these words of 
tJio woman liam becainc the tiiore enraged and hound her 
hoiids with A rope and dragged her to ids mnater'a palace, 
rroni n dislance 1 {h| (.'liantlrn saw Hint his favoTirile serrsul 
was dealing tdows on Syamopriya. He intlicnted Lia 
displcaiuirc nl thin ncUon and made a sigo to Rnm to desist, 
whcreu]ton the :'ervant Hed in fear, and tiysmapriya 
approadiLng the young Inrd began to cry. Rsij Cliandra 
soothed her hy pJeusant wordR and enr^nirci! how far she 
hn<l stipceedcd in tho tutsflion eiiirusled to her. In great 
anger Synmapriya told him, ” I liave served mstiy men 
nnfl ri-ceived rewards in gold and silver for my servicea*, 
But tt'oe u* me, having sen'll you, the reward thai 1 have 
got in the shijic of hlows yon have joursolf seen with 
your eyes, f will have im* more any connexion with tou, 
*fiisi look nl me, the W'tckcit fellow has taken owuy half 
of ihe hiiir from my licsd.'' 

Itaj (Uumdrn wiia a^linmed and said sweetly, " |)o not 
mind what you have RulFercd* Kor my ssko you should 
forgive Jind forget it. Ton will sec ihsi I will make yon 
ihe niialrcJi.H of this village in no time.'* 

tiradiially her anger abated nuJ she told llie w’lioln story 
of Tiangaotahi from the licgimiing to lliconfl, and eoncludcd 
by saying, " Re rciidy, my lord, ami coriie at once with me 
to ihe lauding ^hat of Raghabshiar,*' 

"Oh iny good woman, will you tell me." taid Raj 
Chandra. " liow' itioiiy mem I ani to lake with me?" 
Pyiiniapriyn saul. 'MVliiit do you think you shniiM do?" 
I'pon which ihe yiiimg lord said, "Isil beeouiing that I 
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*bouW go witimut my ttolillern?" Siiying bo, lie loiicli«3 
the riiuiii ft( tJtc juitace, bcatiog it with n £ti(rk, luBtantly 
ti thuiiHfiiul iv>!ilii’ra U££ciiiU!i>ii tlmn.'. BynuiaiiriTUi enpynJ 
lilt liiiitimir t-1 it and said sniiling, *' Ytm \uTi arthig fctoliab- 
Iv. Wljni'i' rvtt.t ii (jvcr iionrd tlittt a malt Wi-nl (in ii love 
with a ihiniviinil : 9 (dd'n‘r«," Haj I'hamlra diamiefied 
Ilia iiii'Ji 111 ilu'iut ivonis Ilf Svi'iuiupi'tyii ordered IIjitp 
to lii'in^ liiN whiU" wtilrr wi*!! •'ri^mrifumed. 'f'hr ia^nunl 
dill Ii* (if* w.Ts hid nud Tia] (’liundin was ^densi'd. Hr umlt 
Hyajua|pilj*i nii till' I'mli ol ilo- horv* und iiskcd Id- -trr- 
^.int 1" iTiiig Idi Ihiii ln« lliiitf |itnlK*i1 with gold. Ad Im* 
rthdn IJii' liiiraLi, In; fdiiyifd ujn'ti Id* l|iiU> tintl wo svveoi Was 
ihif >*.tiir(f( itml ml g.'ttltiDUiihfr dirl (a- Imik fMln thi; liilirk fil 
Ilia wiilt’f ihiii tile wmtK'ii III 1 III'foty Hijiiv.'d al )iim tvitli 
ailiiitriiig i.iycM. i^omi- tlniMglw iiiiw gbniiOw ho ksiked like 
Ihn full riMion (iiid C'nvitd iht? Wt liont wtl(> otjuiiiGd him fl* 
buglMiiHt- <'tlipr* thntiglii tliiu hr ii;i«, ht to I'nttcc >tiiy 
miTiiluir nf wvnifMi by fiin hnioiai'nie ft|)jinirancf, (LL 

( VLlij 

rnmi thorf- the young lord rivfr in it jubiJimt spirit nnd 
Oil me iii'iir Lhc Kagliah!*Liar. Eniign saw tdm with n 
nidL’hitig glance and |mrcoii:c<l tlnU tw was none oiluir Uinn 
itnj (Umndru Chniidhnn Jdmself. Ahiiiilied at her light 
clothings as i«hi> hiithcNl, ■the phingoil lu-riielf Into thi* 
Wilier. 'I'lie mnid^rvnnte Hinrminded her* so tliat bIu.’ 
niigJU nacape ohanrentiim. Lti the imMUitlmi* Hu] Chandra 
til'll his. wiik'i' to a UoigU ot the nmngo tree near by, and 
oiikeil t'yiimniiriya In tell him its to who ihe wuiuou wae 
that wUnal in fruiiL i^yatriapriyn fluid that she was tilt' 
iijotliiw III Hangamala. Tlip initdlord was cnrngetl and 
said, ** liotnrii thi' rewurtl I imve given you, You have 
hffiiiglit me to an old hag*” Siaujapriyn «aid, “ Why. 
io> itRfilu'w, do you got diigry wiilioui knowing anything? 
Certninly llio woiiian in matronly hut how glorious aba 
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looks iiiitfiitc of Lor age. Jiisf tlien imagiTie Low Lt-autiful 
Lot dnngbioT would txj.'' 

Syntiinpriya then riuwly radio l<i the spot where Hunga* 
mala wap ftod whiaperatJ to her oars. “ You have hidden 
youfBcif in tliia way ami the princt* in grvjil (]i^apI^o^Ilt- 
mont is rcturuing homo/’ At this word, Ritjjga stcppoil a 
litih: forward oiid eepamted Itenell froiti Imr gay cuttipitn- 
loiis. Now Rfti Chuddni hud a foil ijght of lior. : 5 ln; was, 
»s it were, a Toto'^ to full Dostpem i tr I hr |KH)fi outl lio gfiKed 
at her with uteaitrnitl eyes. Raj Cbttridra auked Lj^ cotn- 
rad«, ” How oan 1 have ,m epjxjrtnnjty of talking with 
her?*' Syiinwpri} 11 ttiiggested that it would lie well il he 
eould pay aome Nazar to ltinigji‘it tootiier. Qu took a purse 
of 0 humlrod rilver eolna from his iiouket and offered it to 
the mother ufter liuving saluted Ler» 

The tdderh ladj bevame ahlare with auger neid tnijd, 
" You are a stranger to me. liow dure yon offer me money 
fit this Inoding ghat of the jnond'?*’ She threw nwn> the 
p«ir«e in great rage. 

The trusteil servant Ram, when he saw that the wo¬ 
man uptikc rudely tfi bis rnasier, came In great speed and 
Seized her by her hands, ile eaiigln her linndB with sucli 
force tlifll her wrist was about to break. Bimga’a moihcr 
cried in pain and was about to faint, when Rangn rame «p 
to the bank of tfie {Kind and said. ** Releaae my mottier 
from the hold of this num. You have come for ayine 
purpose. Tbii b not Iho way to get ft'fu I filled. Behava w'oll 
utid I assure you that your eipeciatioiui will lie reallfled” 

Ram BJjanduri released Ranga's mother from his hold, 

(LI. 1-57J 

( IN I 

Then did Rangainaia upproiicti the young lord and 
sweetly Bp,)ke lo litni, '* Whal is tiw reason, oh prince, that 
you ore here*/ Raj llliuiidra satdj If yon be graciounly 
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mclititid. I fllinll be quite aatisified l>y being served with 
betelM and betelmits from vouf hatid--." She wickedly 
veiled her face on bearing ibese words nnd Iwgnn to ^mitc. 
She said, '* You area Sudru uud 1 am u Nur. Will your 
caste ftilow you lo lake betela Iroui iny bandsV 

The young lord u<Ulre*ietl lier quite gullanily niul said, 

*' U viui Agree w iiiy request, dear Eutigaiiinln, yoii w'ill 
lie limply rewarded. I will bivve a apaomus r!,>ail coiratpuct- 
cd from yuur houst- to mine. Your lirolhcr Goliqi will ride 
the flpkiidid wjilei' oI luitie. Before jour giitew'iy 1 will 
have n large ptmd dug mid iknlicHte il to your ftitlipr. 
Ttiirly yueds Irom your houac, a lYnlinral orclictiLMi will lie 
organist by uie to please you niglit iind day with ibeir 
sweet music.*' 

Kouga srM, " Many a youth promises m this way at 
the first viupulse of love. But alter a lime tie lurgots 
evervtUing Ue iifteied. 1 bavo kmjwji yonths whn rlasp 
the feel luid luind* of their ladylove in ordor to win iheir 
hciii'ts Imt iifler a lime ihoy puss by indiffcrcully iw il they 
are strangers. I can hetieve you il ymi sweiu by fiis! that 
you will be rouBiiint. K 1 dm you will cling tu my mriiwry 
to the laal nml luJfil Ihc rites of crcmoiiou as ordained by 
l!w ^nsiras, gathering fuel, eti;,” The |irinee emisimlcd lo 
do all tlitti hIu* wmiied, He broke a branch fvom the near 
mango ires and swore loucliiug it. 

TliCU waji llauga pJeaswl and she said, “Now Ibid 
you farewell, uiy love. Von me to come to tny luuiso at 
about miiViiigtn. We sluill meet and sfwnd inir time in 
*wtt.‘t inlk." The wakr was brought by Ham, gsilv ropa- 
riaoned. ami the piiucc rtule upon if in pl«A*aul humour, 
thinking nil tin' time as to when the happy limir would 
come. 

f X> 

SVhen it was nl-oiit niid-nighi, he luked Kam to 
accompany him- Me woit' n dfjitfi of tlw onUuir of gold 
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and a ehedar tic caat upon tijs aliouUlera of the hufi of 
rove. Bia bonutifitl stippcru ciubitiidercd with jcivds !)« 
wore and gaily lode uikjh Ihe wnlcr which Ram had brought 
in tite iiKantinie. Arriving at the hoimo rd the Nnrs he 
tied his Jiorse Ui n liruueh of the msmgo tret? near h> flud 
culled Diirga Ihc iiinidsurvmiL Tlte lord of iweiiijr-two 
districts was bimsdr nt the door. So without loping u 
moment, Oiirgu hr might the messoge to K:inga. 

Rutigti was in u pleasant hntmiur and said indilTereTitl}', 
1 k! realiv cjotnu'.’ Why shoo Id you be so busy over 
tlie iiinttor? There is tlmt old rotten mat. Sjircnd it in 
o corner of mir gurden." 

WIkmi the tiiitl wuK sprcsfl tlu' prince fiat npn it in 
n inootlv spirit. Unm Blmndart wns greatly enraged (tnd siiid 
to lui» lonU ^’tiur l l ighiii-ss lias, iiuleed. got n aplendid 
reception *’ Haj riiaiidni mtide the iimttcr light and said, 
“ Kortnniite mn 1 that t have got this mni- Any other 
nuin on a inissii>n like mine wxnild have bhovs ns his re- 
ward. Vini ilo not knou', Rum. ihni it is ft thorny way that 
the lover** have to tread, t>m) iuunI ftiiffer in the hegitining 
and «lien gradually a woman's heart is non, the Igvcr 
should expect ptofvr Ireulinenl." Ram Rhundiiri was 
sdcuced hy the iii‘gnrinnits of his young moater and quietly 
took hit* scat ill ii loi'tier id thv mat spread itiiilcr some 
nut triffP 

When ii wait mid-night Rango l>pgnn to think as to 
wJnil she sJionld do. She Willt'*f the inaiflsHirvaiit Dtjrga 
and told her (ii bring to hc>' rotmi Raj Ciiniidra Cliaudhun 
w'lio wait waiting in the gaidcii. 

With a hcait licaring with li(>]XMitid letir Ik; Chandra 
came to tlie rootti. The lady reeeiveil him kindly and 
asked him to ait on her couch. With liei ow'ir liatids alie 
ajrv'ed him with Ix'tel anil lohneiMi. Thc)' were pleaseil with 
each other iiiid liegnn to talk incrrtly. 
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Bangamala opened her box and produced a packet of 
cards and asked Raj Chandra to play. He, howerer, said 
that the tradition in the country was tbit if a lover of two 
different castes piny «t cards in their first meeting, illduck 
sebea them. She belonged to the Xtir family and he to 
the Sudra caste, su that card-play was ominous on the firat 
night. Then Ranga threw oway the packet of cards and 
began to play at dice. Time passed pleasantly. The 
young Raja and Ranga both won and lost, so that they 
were both in a pleasant humour over their play. The 
sequel was a number of kittues which lUj Chandra gave to 
the young lady who tried to evade them out of bashfuIneBi*, 
She then resigned herself to hie emhmce, and the love 
formed tliat day became strong like thni of a creeper with 
R tree which cannoi be separated tmloBa cut with a saw, 

When tlie night was over tliey both awoke and the 
young lord rctnembercdhiB poor servant Ram Bhandark wiio 
had been left to his pitiable poFition on the mat during 
the night. He called him and wanted him to get ready for 
going home. Ram Bliandari was sngiy. He said sulkily, 
" You liave, my lord, spent the night with your ladylove 
and left nm to paas my lime miserably in tba wretched 
mat. Is it proper that people should be called to a pJaoe 
where there la no accommDdatioa for them ? '* 

Raj Chandra was ashamed at the words of his servant 
and promised that he woufd aecure a fine woman from the 
countryside and get him married to her. So glad was 
Ram Bliandari at this promise that he lorgoi all his worry 
and aufferinga of the oight and opened the door and appear, 
cd before Raj Chandra with courtesy and submisaion. Raj 
Chandra offered him betel and tobacco with his own b^nA.. 

Ram Bhandari «aid. “ ft is high time aow and we 
must nstnro home." Raj Chandra gUnoed at Ranga and 
asked \m permission to go homo. Ranga said, "Your 
fljglmew ahouiit excuse me. Though you may think of 
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(joing awn; 1 will not alJow you to do so/' Raj Chandra betd 
her til bin anna and affectionately Raid, " f have got fote of 
ihioga to do at tiome. I crave your [lermi^sion to go. Bid 
me adieu with a stniJe oi^ your hpa/' Ranga amiled and 
gave bei assent. 

He rode on his hone and soon came to hia patace. 
After iu8 bath and mcHle, he came to the Durbar Hall and 
Rat there as usual uttendiug ids daily work. His umde 
seated at a little distanoe glanced at him with some euapi- 
cion.^ He saulf '* How ia it, nephew, that you look pale 
to-day ? You are a hondsomo man, hut to-day it Beeme to 
me tliat you have lieen much fatigued/' Ru] Cfaandrn said, 
I have got oold snd am not fouling well.” Tits afFee- 
tionate uncle asked him to retire into the inner apartments, 
sinc» he was not keeping well. 


in. 

fl) 

Uncle Rajendrs had just iimshed his diuDor and was 
pleanoittly chewing a betel wdipn infortnatioii was brought 
hy one of his officers, that i he paddy of the fields in the 
locality inhabited by Rarim bud been eaten by worms. The 
leeches hud allnchedl the cows nnd men died by hundreds 
owing to famiue. It was not pos^^ible for the people of 
Kfliimpiir to pay the revenne due to the B|ate. 

Bajendra called bis uephew' and explBined the situatton. 
The young prince was angry at tlie report and tliought that 
the ryots were playing false and asked Ram Bhandari to get 
his walcr ready. He was Iwund forKarimpur, to see thinga 
with his tiw'O eyes. He also asked hi a tnistcd servant to 
take with him n ivtimburof single and doiihle-barrellcd guna. 
It was s country full of game and the prince was willing to 
go u-hujitiny on hia way. 

The white waler ran nn with speed and arrived at 
Rarimpur. Rbj Cimndra '-•vw ;i large number of birds flying 
34 
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above the tops of the forest-tiees and hiding himaelf bebind 
them took a double-bawelled gtm in his hands and shot 
them till the wayside waa Ktrewa with the dead biide which 
Bam Bhatidari was busily engaged in picking up. Here I 
rauBt change my topics and relate an event that transpired 
at the time. (L, j.gg j 

( 2 ) 

She was a girl of the village Maijdia uid was married to 
4 family at Laniurchar. She had been in her father-io-law'a 
(tlace, and was just going to the house of her fatliar for the 
first time aftur her marriage. She was carried ina pfilonquia 
home by eight persons, and dmins, cymbals and other 
musical instruments were being played on hy the prn- 
oeaaion which escorted her. Wheu tho party had come to 
Karimpur the hearers fdt fatigued and took down (he patan- 
qiiin under llie cool nhade of a tree and stayed there 
awhile for rest. At this time Raj Ohajidra appeared tl^re all 
on a sudden and cried out, “Whose palanquin ie this f '* 
The eight lieurerv said, “ In the palanquin a girl of Mnijdia 
is being carried to her fatbor'a hoitne at Lamarehar.'* He 
was certainly a sane man bat at this stage there came a 
fit of insanity on him and he said, “ Well, bearers, will you 
please open the doors of the palanquin? I want to have a 
talk with the lady." The girl Chandrakala heard all this 
from inside and loudly gave order, "Raise the palanquin 
and do proceed in haste." Upon this the bearers took up the 
handles of the palanquin on their shoulders, Raj Chandra 
interfered and said haughtily, "Leaw thb palanquin, you 
cowards and be od, if yon want to save yo«r life.*' The 
bearers were not daunted but said, " How is it that you 
lujhave in this way ? A lady is going to her lathar’s 
place. What right have yon to order us in this way ? If 

you want to wre yourself from being inauHed, leave the 
spot Bt 
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Without caring to give unj reply, B»j CliaticlTa began 
to beat llw eight bearerB with the butt^Jid of hie gun. They 
all fled in terror and Raj Chandra broke open the door of 
the palanquin with a kick. Then did he cihaerve from a 
little distance ihe beautiful wuman \miie the palauquin. 
looking like a fairy. Chaudrakala said, " You are a Sudra. 

I kuow^ lUid 1 A Br ahmi rt- If you insult uie, helplesa 
as I woe will be unto you/" But the young man 

whose head had got unsteady did not wait to lipteu to hcT 
threat or entreaties. He forcibly caught bold of Irer and 
insulted lier^ In great rage and sorrow the girl cursed Jum 
saying, ■' Jf I am bom of Bruluniu parents, I take this 
vow that I will get you ou teas tod from the couunuinty of 
tbeSudrafi/' 

Like a atatuo did ahe amid near the patauifuin and 
neither cried nor aaid n word. Xn Uie. meauiiiiie the 
bearers boi! returned* She ordered them to go to Babuppur 
with her at tbe house of ihe Chaudhuris, 

( 3 ) 

The uncle Rajendra waa imWitig hia Durbar at Ibe 
lime and hie officer Bajldabnrc was e^plaluing to him 
some accountB from office books. At this time did 
Chaodmknla come down from her palanquin and apply fo*" 
an inUinrieWp Raja Rajendra heard the names of her 
parents and relations aud recognised Iwr. He order* 
ed the palanquiD-bearera to go straight into the inner 
apartments with her* When the paknquia waa takeu 
down in the inner apartuiEnt the foumle raemberB of the 
palace all aasemblod there out of curiosity* Cbandrakala 
came out and the old Kani afiked her tltc reasou of her 
coming tbens. She said weeping* ** Ob queen-mother, 
ha^e you no image of Kali in your temple to sacrihee 
wicked man at her altar 7 1 was goiog to my fathor'a 
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pl&op whftn In tlw foi^t Raj (Jhaodra 6uddeii)j cama and 
drove away my palanquin-bearers and tnaulted me, belpleas 
and wilbout a companion as I was." 

Tile story was told brie Ay and wnli such pathua that 
the Rani waa greatly ashamed and could not say anything 
lor 8 tinje. Then she said, ** I atu grieved at what you 
have said, O Chandrakala. Ueik ate nni made perfect in 
the world. Every one has some A&w or other, and the 
world goes on, because there is forgiveness in it, Do for¬ 
give and forget. Take your bath and have meals liere 
and when your fatigue will be over, go to your father’s 
Itouse. * Chandrakala told her, ** Raj Chandra takes meaU 
at tbe hnod of the N&ra. So you have been all reduced 
to that status in society. You ask me to take my meals 
here, 0 del " 

The mother felt herseir insulted at this word and said, 
“ Go back to your father's house. You need not tarry 
here.'* She then ordered the eight palanquin-bearers to 
take her away. (LI. 1-36.) 


(4 ) 

So did she agam raaomc her journey to Laumrchar and 
when ahe came near her father's bouse, her mother ran 
towards the palanquin in great joy but wna shocked to see 
teats drop from her eyes. She said, ** What «a the nmltor 
with you, dfliigbtw, that you are crying ? Y'our team pierce 
my heart like an arrow.” 

Then did she relate her story with many a eigh and tear. 
Tlie mother did tn>t wail to Imar it to the end but went and 
spoke to her husband all about it. The Brahmin trembled 
in rage when be Iteard this and called all the raetnlteta of tbe 
Brahmin faniilies residing in that locality. Two hundred 
men gathered there ftmicd with swords, sticks and other 
country weapons. They all determined to attack Raj 
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Cbindra and take reveDgeon him. There waa however, a cooJ- 
Ueaded Brahmin there who said, *'You are like two himdred 
mice resolved bo hghL & cat. He is the lord of twenty* 
two districts and if you go there in this heroic attitude, 
your death will be Uievitable at hia hands. His getieml 
Chand is a man of indomitable strength. Alone he is fit 
to kill uioe hundred men. His soldiers dressed in red 
jackets fiercely assault tbe euetniea who die in no Ume at 
their hands." 

Wlioii the Bralimioe beard all these, they put their 
beads together devjsiDg means for letaliation. They at last 
came to the decision that fighting would do no good. 

" Let ua all get him excomniunicated from eoeiety. That 
will be hie fit pimiahment.” This was their decieioQ. 
They sent message to all Brahimns not to administer to 
any religious fimciion in the house of the Baja and waited for 
the opportunity for full retaliation when aomebody would 
die in the Kaia's family. No Brahmin would go to dn the 
Sradb ceremony. The dead person would ml tn hcU for ever- 

Thus they resolved to excouimiinicate the Baja and 
kept the matter closely secret. (Ll. X-36.) 

IV, 

( 1 ) 

We sh^l here begin another topic. After having'' 
ioauUed Chandrakala, Baj Chandra wandered about hunting 
birds in the foresta. One day be saw that no tank or pond 
was near. IDs thirai was great and so asked Ram Bhandari 
to get for him water from anywhere. Bam said, " There 
is the pond called the Sayardighi which is not rery distant. 
Your Highticas will find plenty of drinkable water/' They 
went there in great speed and Ram prepared a cup with 
the leaves of banana plant and Raj Chandra drank to hia 
fill. His fatigue was uow gone, thirst being appeased 
and he took his seat on a side of the pond. 
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TJum Uve<i a mam ChhAmirnddi iti the village 

clow to tlie tank. HjC had heard thnt Raj Chandra hod 
come nut for hunting to that part of iho country* He had 
alao heard that if anybody gave him a clue Uj same 
beautiful ^^omaa, he rewarded him iiaodBOmely. Wishing 
to take advantage of the far*famc4 lilierality of Raj 
Chandra, Chhamiraddi came to the side of the tank and 
claapiog hia handa before the young Prince remained 
standing in greet bumility. Rnj Chandra ashed him the 
reason of his coming. Chhomiraddi saidj evidentiy witli 
some hesitancy, that lie knew of a woman of wonderful 
beauty but waitral for permission of the master to give a 
full account of her. Baj Chandra, wluan he heard this, 
was maddened by the last of securing a fresh prey and ea> 
treatingly ashed Chhamir to tell him al] about her. This 
Baj Chandra was such a man that Jf he got report of a 
new beauty, be would fast til) he secured tier; he would 
not have a wink of sleep at night. Cbhamir told him 
that the woman belonged to the Yogi caste, upon which Raj 
Chandra wanted him to show him (be way to tl» Yogi's 
house without delay. 

*’ I will show the way, but may [ not aspect some 
reward from Your Highness?" Raj Chandra had on money 
with him and began to tliink what he should do (o meet the 
exigencies of the situation. He took his roeo-oolouml 
Chador from bis shoulder wortli rupees five hundred and 
gave it to Ghhamiraddi as hia reward. 

Right glad was ho to receive the reward but thought 
that after he sliowed the young Raja the way to the Yogi's 
bouse, be might he deprived of tlie Ohadar, The 
Raja might seiw and take if liack, He tore tbo 
Chador into two pieces and w*hen Raj Chandra na|{ f d 
him the reason of his strange action, be snjr], " I have got 
a son. I will give him half end keep the otlier for my 
own use." Raj Chandra was apparently satlslied with 
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this e 2 :ptanRtioD and said,'* All tight, I have given it to 
you. You ioay use it in any way yon libo/’ 

(U, 1 - 62 ,) 

( 2 ) 

ObhatairaddI took the yotmg lord to the house of the 
Yogi, The Yogi's wife bad juat eome out with a copper¬ 
plate full of cotton thnad. Itaj Chandra appioacbed her 
and signed her with a slight cough. She tmdorstood the 
hint and Sed in terror and enteml her room shutting Its 
doors. Baj Chandra afH.'cnded the top of the Louse scaling 
the walls by means of Sal-pillan. In darkness he etitored 
the room and with his bands atretobed, he tried to find 
Iter out. Ho at last caught bold of her and then ensued s 
struggle. She was strong enough to keep him off for some 
lime and in the oourse of fight Raj Chandra got hurt on 
one of his toes which had come in contact with a weaving 
machine. In the mean time Swampmala, the Yogi-woman, 
made her escape and Baj Chandra began to call aloud for 
Rama who was waiting outside the houBe. On hearing his 
nutater's voice, ha came into the room when Raj Chandra told 
him that in his struggle with the woman be hod got a sprain 
in one of his feet. Bam Bhandati was delighted to hear 
this and thought that it was his due reward for his wicked 
action. The Trince aaked him if be knew any medicine 
to cure bis pain. Bam BhundAri said, " Yes, I know the 
remedy. T will give you the tiGcessary medicine.'* Saying 
BO. lu! enters] the kitchen room of the Yogi, He took 
a little soot From the place and cut a litaf of the Itochu 
plant that grew outnidc the r(<im. Then did be acek for 
a little salt, U was alt dark and he got a hurt in his 
nose in hia attempt to get the aalk. Approaching hia lord 
he said in u nasal sound, “ In seeking a remedy for your 
pain, jtiBi see. the ridge of my noee is broken/' Then 
did he tiaiid him llie remedy that he had secured. On 
applying It, Raj Chandra felt reheved a little and again 
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had tlie YogiD) couceiilad heraelf where tli£ pKace leaped 
over juid catight her hi a tight embrace. But the TdgiDi 
waa a atroD.); woman and having hiustled Ra] Chandra 
with force, ehi»k him off a Becond time. Then did gbc 
swim acroaa a ditch round her house and go to the other 
side, Raj Chandra woe not daunted but followed her and 
caught lier there. In the shade ol some trees there did 
this rich youngster inantt the helpless woman, hut not 
satisfied by Uu» he wished for revenge for the trouble that 
she had given him. He bound her hands with a rope and 
said, '* You do not know who 1 am. I am the lord of 
twenty*tvvQ districts. You have shown ir^ no respect. You 
will have your due pntnshment,” Saying ao be dragged her 
to the house and binding her tight to a pillar began 
to beat her with hie shoes. (LI. 1-67.) 


(3 ) 

Kow let us turn to the topic of Ghhamiraddi. Thla 
man was all along witnessing the events that had trans" 
pired. When he saw fiwanipmals being beaten in that 
way, he at unoe went to the Raj gunge hat and there met 
Kala Yogi, the husband of Swampmata, He acquainted 
him with the diatreasea into which hie wife had fallen. 
Kala Yogi who belonged to the weaver caste and who was 
seViing the eletbea that he bad made in the hat, left his 
basinet and at once came to his house. He saw that his 
wife was struggling hard to free herself from the clutches 
of the young Baja, He meditated in this way, ‘‘If I would 
now go to help tny wife, 1 shall not be able to do so in 
any way. On the other hand, 1 myself shall be beaten by 
the young lord. So no use going there.** He want at once 
to the house of the Chaudburis and met uncle Hajeodra 
who was at the time in his Durbar. He addreased him 
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and 5Aj(fj W|jy do jfou, toj lordj matQt&in aucit a goat 
as your jwpfatw Raj Chandra ? U tlier© no image of Kali 
in your templfj to have this beaj$t sacrificed at her altar 7 
All on a sudden lie etttejr«d my house wtien ] was away 
and beat my wife for nn cause/’ When Rajendra Chaiidhuri 
got this report, lie hung down his head tn shame at the 
Durhar where all his ministers and offioera were present. 
He called Harm idingh, Bemi Singh, Mangal Singh and 
Durga Singh—four constables and ordered them to bring 
his nephew bound band and foot from the bouse of the 

(U. 1-36.) 

(4) 

When the four conatsbtes got this order they took with 
tnem strong lathis and gallaoitty twisted tbeir moustaches. 
Tliey came to the house of the Yogi and visited the young 
lord who left tlie woman for a little time and appearing 
before ttie constables said, '* Well, Mangal Singh, what is 
ihe leaaon that you have come here ? ” Mangal Singh 
who was the head of the iittle group said with deKsion, 
" Our busincas is similar to that which has brought your 
lordahtp here/’ The young Raja was greatly annoyed 
with the men for speaking to him bo vulgarly. He aaid, 
** You unmannerly raacals, you do not know how to talk 
with your master. I will knock down your teeth and 
leach you a lesson/* The soldiers without much ado 
forcibly caught hold of him atu! binding Ida hands with a 
rope dragged him towards the palace. 

WluiJi the Raja lutw Raj Chandra brought in that condi¬ 
tion his licart burst with compassion, but he outwardly 
expressed indignation and said, ** How i« it. Raj Chandra, 
that you are misbelisvtng yourself in this way ? You have 
Phuleswari Rani for your wife. She is a paragon of beauty ; 
but if for some reason or other you do not like her, you 
may marry any other fair-looking girl/* 
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Baj Cbandra eoid, '‘You bave beeo, d«ar uncle, taii- 
informed. This Kata Yogi has got a wonderful Iwrae of 
wh^ colour. I went to liirn to If be would sell h. 
Enraged at my request the Yogi fell upon me and assaulted 
me. Without hearing me, you have been doing me a great 
injustice," The uncle was again ashamed at these words, 
for really he had judged of the case without giving his 
nephew an opportunity to explain himself. He said, “All 
right, tl you are sorry for not having a good horse, take 
a thousand rupees from our treasury and purcliaae a nice 
white horse from Pubbapur, I should be glad to see you 
ride that liorse in thir^ outer compound of mir palaoe." 

Eaj Chandra gladly took the money, purchased a horse 
and came to hia unde with it. The old Cbaudhuri was 
right glad to see it. CL1< 1*46.) 

IV, 

( 1 ) 

Chorur.—My love, alas, has played a trick. He will 
not come. The flower with its honey will fade away and 
the bee will misa it, if it does not turn up in right time. 

BfUtgamala was sorry that the ycnng CfaauiUiuri did nal 
come back for a long time. Her taaid-aoirant Durga 
advised her to write a letter to hint. She took a piece of 
Chinese paper and wrote a letter thus. At the beginning 
she wrote the name of Kali, and thou went on, ** People say 
lots of things when they wish to win the hearts 
of ladies. Their entreaties and supplications am so pathcti> 
cally pat that even a stone would mdt at them. Hut 
after ail this, when the lady has been captured, they 
become calloua and they never think of her again. Will 
you explain to me why you have so erne fly forgotten 
me ? You are a big man and I thought your love 
would increase my siatua and prestige in aodety but I 



OHA0DHD111'8 T^AltlT 975 

fiod that (iverjthing bsa takeo a contrary o(mum to 
tny caae/' 

Sbs entnieted the letter to her maJd-eervsnt. She 
drcseed beraelf aa a VaianaTa wom.to and arrived at the 
bouse of the Cbaudhuris of Babupur. She saw the nephen 
and the iiitole eeatod together at the Diubar and was 
thinking as to bow she should deliver the letter. People 
thought that ahe wai; a Yajanava mendicant and allowed her 
acoeea. She stood near the Durbar and glancing at Baj 
Ciiandra moved the letter with her liand jtist to attract his 
attention. Understanding the sign, Raj Chandra took 
permiasioD to leave the Durbar from his uncle on soma 
pretext and going to the Southern part of the courtyard 
signed to the 'woman to come to him. Thus meeting him in 
a lonely place she said, You are cntei, my lord, to forget 
all about poor Rangamaln.*' Saying so she banded him the 
letter. Raj Chandra read its oontents and dismissed the 
maid'servont. (LI, i-fiS,) 


(21 

Rej Chandra neat called Ram Bhsndari and showing him 
the letter asked his advice ae to what should be the pretext 
on which he would go to the house of the Nara. The 
aervaiti said, The charge of realising revenues from the 
locality in which the Nara live has been given you, my lord. 
The rent Ims fallen into arrears. You may seek permission 
from ynur uncle to go to that place for reoovariog the 
arrear-rant.” 

The yoDng lord woe well pleased with this advice and 
had no iliiBciiUy in getting permission fFom bia uncle for 
going to the house of the Nais on this pretext. Rams 
brought him the white walor gaily eapariiumcd and riding 
it be at onoe cams to llm liousc of Rangamala. He 
entered the house and found her lying on a costly couch. 
She sjowlv approached her and touched with bis hands. 


a:6 KASTERK SENtiAL BALLAE0 

She in gtcat rage threw hie hande away. Eaj Chandra 
sweetly spoke, " I was detained at my bousa for urgent work 
bat now that I have come, 1 am not going to leave you 
sgnin." Rangimala eaid. "Evil tieMlfl the wtjman wtw 
believes in the honeyed words of s man, I was a fool to 
believe in yoar words and to be deluded thus. The yoang 
Chaudhuri* eaid, "I will prove that you have not been 
duped. Tell me what you warn. 1 am 
your desire, whatever it may be.*' ftanga with » smile of 
derision said, " Do not give me long pcomieea again. You 
may rewUect that when you first courted my love, yon 
promised that you would got a pond cacavated here and 
dedicate it to my fathera name* Did you tmt also 
promise that a ^ahaeat orchestra you would construct 
about sixty yards i« front of my house ? ’* 

"Yes, I will do what f have prumtsed " said Raj 
Chandra. *' Can you give me a rope for measuremotiI 7 
What would be ths size of the poml you must tel! me and 
show me the spot where the dighi is to be excavated.'* 

Right glad at his words Ranga saw her father and said, 
*' Give me a fopo for meoBuremont, papa." On beiiig asked 
the reosou, she said tiial she was going to have a tank 
excavated and dedicated to hie name. The father was very 
glad and thought, '* My daughter is doing what even a son 
ia not often found oow-a-dayfl to do for the sake of his 
InihtT,'* 

With the rope supplied by her fathor she approached 
th* Chaudhuri who asked her, "Please find where the 
pond IB to bo dug and show its cize by measursmimt." 
Ranga with the rope in tier hand measured the whole length 
of the spot to be covered hy the (wiid. The Chaudhuri 
vas OBtoniahed to see that the plot menanred twtriity*two 
and half droiuu,* Ram Bandari said, '* You have no wit 
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Ln your head, my young lord. O aueh a Mg tank is to be 
excavated, your uncle will bang you," Thea be gave him 
ROtne advice to which lilaj Chandra could not l^Ip agreeing. 
Ram Bhandori eaid to Raitga, “ The iiae that you show ia 
insgular. You mi]«t have a square pond which will be go 
Dice. Give me the rope, I will sliow you the eiae which will 
be proportionate and regular. Being n womap, abe could 
not understand the trick to which she was put aud 
appreciated what the servant called a good size. The 
proposed pond would cover only two and ball drontt* 
(about 10^ acres), (LI, l-llO.) 

( 3 ) 

After arranging with Ranga and drawing the plan, 
lie took leave of her and straightway made for the house 
of Kama Magh. He was the head of the Magh (Burmese) 
coolies and owned a great estate. He was so rich that he 
slept on a couch of gold and rested hia feel on a silver 
footstool. When Ka] Chandra came to his house, he lay 
on hie golden couch and five beautiful blagb women were 
near him ministering to his wishes. He heard the call from 
outside, *'ls Rama Magh in tlie hoiiat,?*' TUma Magh 
wondered at this call and! wondered who could be so bold 
as to address him bo familiarly. " ft ts my father aiid 
mother who useil to call me thus and tb« only other man 
from whom I would tolerate such an address is the son of 
Babuchand." Tfaitiking in thia way be said to one of his 
maid-sorvnnts, " If you find any old man calling me ao 
insnUingly he must be impaled at once. If he is a mere 
child, he should be throvvti into prison and if it is a young 
man, hts liead should be cut off.” 

The tnaid-semiiit went to carry out the order of lierlord, 
but beholding Raj Chandra standing at the gate at once 
hurried to Mr master and said, " The whole city has 
thronged to your gate to sec ihe son of Babuchnud oora/* 
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here aod you do not know iij pSnn&antly Fcated as yon are 
on your golden couch/' 

He at onoc toso up and hurried to the gate to reeoire 
the young Chaiidburi aiul soidr " Even it a man ependa 
one tlirrusand rnpeea a« iVnwr, (ic camiol caeily have the 
honour ot being gnmted on interview by Your Higlmeaa. 
What good luck fur me that Your Lurdahip has youreetf oomc 
to my ImmlilG house T** The young Chaudhuri hricHy stated 
his at>icct. He hatl come there to se^k Bainn Magli's help 
£ur having a pond dug, '* Ah," cried the head-man of the 
BuruiKie, "if Your Lordship had sent a mere word» 
four or five llmuaand coolies would have at onoe gone to 
your doors. In U neceasary tbiil for such a paltry huemeas^ 
Your Jjonlatiip would yourself coll here?” 

Boj Chandra wid, "The matter ja a private one and 
should bo done in utmost secrecy." 

Biuna Magh struck his brucen drum wit It a stick and 
liundreds of men uf liiv clan lluckcd there in responae 
with spades in thoir hands. 

With these men Ba) Chandra came to Talohptir at the 
houw ol the Nars where the bcaiitifiil Ranga w'as waiting 
for him u-ith oagernea'^. She had many dolinneies prepared 
for him which were served to Bni Chandrn and tu; after hia 
bath folishod Iheni highly, Bnngaaaid, " I tmi'e lieard thr 
name of Kama Magh many n time hot never have 
had the pleasure of seeing him." (LI. 1-62.) 

< 4 ) 

The ymmg Cbiiidhiiri asked Rama ^T3gh to come to 
the innr.r iipiirtinent lie was stalwart and luokcil like a 
hill. Urtivgfl was frightened and naid, " tJismiss Ujo mim. 
tie tiHs seci) me and may t-ike m lancv for me. Tunlny he 
liB* comr lo gel a j«md dug, to-morntw after having the 

work done be may come back and euitioi! your head rjfl 
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may seise and carry me aa tlte Brntuese pirates gejierally 
do.*’ Ba) Chaodra amiled at ber fea/a, ** Set your heart at 
rest, I have eitenaive territoriOB in the oountry of the 
Burmese. Wbcui they fail to give me rent, I puH hundreds 
of them by the ear and bring tbom to my place as if they 
were ao many Jamba." 

Banga nodded lier head and said, *' I catmot believe 
you, my lord, hut 1 of'.n do so if yoti can put a chain on the 
feet of this big man and Iteep him standing here as a 
prisoner,” Baj Chandra said, " What a fooJiah idea ! He 
has done no wrong. On what pretext sbalt I do so? *' 

Bam Bhandari came forward at this atage and said, 
** Many a foolish thing the lovers have to do. When she hao 
once wiikd it, you must carry out her bidding. U the 
Magh Chief asks tbo reason of your strange conduct, Your 
liofdfihip may say, I do so heoause I cannot put any trust 
in you. You are ao busy a man that you may leone the 
place without fini shing the work. For this reason, you 
must agree to be my "risoner," 

Rama Magh in a spirit of pleasant humour agreed to 
bear the rings on hia feat. He said aonling, " Big ponds 
like BtMujiflj/fi’i digfci, Birwflffh's dtjht, ffoa Bogor, 
Japaitnath’s dipht and Kamate dighi have 1 excavated. 
It is n smelt pond and it will take me no time in gettiiig 
it dug. 1 am inclined to laugh at your fears. But I agree 
to yonr punisbmeint." 

Saying ao he ordered his men te do the work quickly. 
They raised the cry of " Hurrah I Hurrah 1" and wilhapadc 
in hands applied all their force to dig the earth. (Li. 1‘’25,) 

(£) 

When the work was thus being expediti^, the young 
Chaudburi asked Bangn if she had any other desire to 
have fulfilled, She gently reminded him of the promtse 
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for loakiitg ibe A’libaruf arcli£»trii. Kaj Ctuiiidm orderetl 
Narida tlit» arii»an to bttilil ii. Tliou Itaiiga ** You 
luivu ful&IIod all aiy wishes, I Lave a little thing to aak 
you. I want now that tlie pond is rvady iliat pcopl^ 
high and low in thb lucaltt)’ may l>e made to dine 
here one day." 

Raj Ctiandra approved of Iuh lndy4ove‘s desire and 
tostantly sent letters of invkatiou to tins irifect, *' Next 
Wednesday you are to come here to [urtake of a feaat of 
ehviti to be given by Go lap Ray on tlie occasion of his 
completing tba excavation of a [tond dedioatcil to bis 
father's name. Yon aro to conio with your whole family 
wUhuui fail," He sent ibe letter to loceJIties far and 
near; and they all complied with tlic re<iues( made in the 
letter and became ready to nitond Ihe (unction with due 
^'nzar according to the means id each tmm. 

Then did Baj Chandra make a request to llanga in a 
lone ul hesitancy, '* Invitation must go to my imele and 
aunt fromGolap Ray. What do you sny to this?** ho 
aaked. 

In great fear Bnnga showed her disapproval of this 
idea by a waive of tier hand. “ Yon tniisl not/’ she said. 
*' inform yonr imde of this feast, not to speak of inviting 
him. The rcauH wtU be disastroua/’ 

But Raj Chandra did not pay any heed to her words, 
He drew out a piece of Chinetic pafwr and wrote in the 
name of Golap Rny nnking Rajendrs Chaudliuri and bia 
Rani to attend the funetiiuj. Having written tlw letter, 
he ordered Ranm to carry It to his imele's pahci!, who 
with due humility rntpressed. hie utiwillirignees to do so; 
Twice did he dare disobey his master who got enraged 
and *aid, " If, again, you dan* aay ' nn,* I will knock 
down your teeth, you stupid fellow '* 

At thb rcpriiach from bis mavtor with a sorrowful 
countetionce lie carrieil out hie behest. Range perceived 
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iht* unwillinpie<« cif (hf irii9tc<l scrvont ajid agiiin vmplortHl 
tht' >'outig rhniifthun tf) tlitnjHl fmin nii^h a eotinw. 
said, " Yon uro iiware. My Lflrd. of tha poivcr of Chnnd, 
tin* geiicrnl M your tim'li*, Atiired in ft red jacket, 
this aliort^stfttnrcd fellow h the very datitli to fii& enenites, 
WltPij your uncle will rend tliis totter, tie will employ 
Ghnild to (tevor our liefttl* h( once. So do tidl, f pray 
take tbia step.” (LI. 


( 5 ) 

Kaj Chau dm paid no beotl to hor entreaties nnd signed 
Baiub will) tile twinkle of itis eyes Ui go tiome nl once, 
fnspite of his nnwillingneas, with slow steps, he had to go 
U* Bftbiipiir ln?t he was always alraid of coufroatiug the 
anger of Chaiid the gens ml. When he appronubed the place 
he advanced n step and then Foeeded a little, not veniiinng 
Id powe liefom the Haja. At last however, he came to the 
presence of Kitjendrn Chaudhiiiri nnd Injing the letter near 
him b 1 once took to tiia lieela like a criniltial, Wnnderiugly 
did the old Chnndhiin gUuioe at Inni tint he waa already gone. 
He then opnncd I lie letter Btnl mad iia contents. Quickly 
did the thrill of insult pcies through his whole system and 
he struck his head saying, dh 1 I aiti lost. My caste is 
gone; the wrdchetl nephew hns taken meals at the luiiida 
of the vile Shr# nnd wants that I also aboufd like 
share in this foul ael of his." fid culled Chiiiid hia genorul 
for dtscuBsing tito oiattnr with (lini and said, *' My wits 
are all gone, Ghaiid, The fcJInw Ijus done a deed whiph 
IS ii horror. He has lost lus I'ftwti! and do$tm}’ed my family* 
prentige and hn fia?* askml nit' to go the hotire i>f i he 
Sans to take rocaU there.*' 

ChatiJ said, " Why du y<Hi worry yaursotf over the 
iiinltcr? llive me nrden ; t will gti to the lumiie u( itu* Nor* 
and tvitb ray sword cutoff the heads gf llu.' daniiied Stirs 
da 


‘28i EABTEKK BENGAL BALLADS 

ju9t OS u \^xHjiliiLkUj clesii^ with Li^ tbu wjJd jihmis 

Ixifarc feUitig » hirge tiimt,’* 

“ I seci" said Kajendra Clmudhtiri, '* if you guifim wnti 
yoiir flword ami armwa you v^ill uba tliem iinM[uriTig>y, but 
whatever my nephew may have done, ho te dear tn mo ns the 
very rib of my heart. You may imwittingJy Jiit itim iind if he 
(ties, there in notic in my family to do the Si-nti/i coreiuany 
after tuy death. You may go there hut uoc your arrow 
with caution. Let not my nephew lie hurt in any wuy,'* 

(LI, i-aej 


(7) 

With thin order, Cbnnd the general prepared himEelf for 
going to the hoiiAe of the Nam. Hia body he eovenetl with 
sixty yards of cloth and in each of hts hands, he took a sharp 
apear. He was pleased with his dress and looked like llie 
very non of the dreaded guddeas Kali. Before he nlarted, he 
made sacrifices at the attar of Kali, Bajciidra Chandhuri 
could not betp feeling uneasy on his nephew’s account an he 
glatkoed at bis genera] ; for be looked like ti veritable tiger 
Imunding on a flock of lamba/' 

In the meantime Ohand rode a white Water named 
SantaruQ, but the animal could not bear his weight and 
fell down on tite ground with hie front Lege stretched. He 
chose another noble horse from the stall but this one nlim 
proved no better. So in diagusi he gave up the idea of 
riding and began to walk. A plan suggested itsielf to hi« 
head and he took oJI lua dress of s warrior and disguised 
himiiell &s a Vaiauavu mendicant. In this dress he 
ap|ieared at the village of Talebpur. He. was going by 
tlm western side of the new pond and was intemstMt to see 
ft large number of Burmese coolies eniployeil iu digging ii- 
Advancing ft few psetis. iui saw only Bixly yards from the 
gate of the huuse of the Kters the Xahavat urchuatra playing 
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a, conoord uf music. A elmri way off. Lie b&w a fine garden 
wLem birds and onimaia wore sporting pleasaatiy and tbo 
bcea hamming near the flowers in fall bloom, The pond 
looked transparent and benutifnE end a pack of white geeee 
was observed ou tbe surface of waters swimming at case, 
^ear tbe bouse Gypaioa were ebowing their magic-play 
and tbe dancing girls from the locality were brought there 
for abowing their skill io tlnncing, Chand was aiirpriaed 
to see that the bouse had turned magnificent like the 
palace of a Itaja, He teaoived within bimaelf, If 1 am 
the true son of tny parents, I will not allow the money 
of itiy masters to flow like water tn these W'retched people's 
liousa, I will kill them all and redden tho water of the 
new pond with their bloutk i?oniebow I must so contrite 
tilings as to make the young Cbandhurl leave tliia cursed 
spot and then they will all see that my intaliation will 
begin." 

Disguised m be was like n Vaisnnva mendicant lie 
cnteied tbe inner apartment of the Kars' bouse and 
cried for ohnii. He observed with a sidelong glance that 
the young Cbaudhuri was enjoying the company of Hanga 
seatei) on a beautiful couch. Eonga tmodod not bis loud 
call for alms. *' Bo blessed, dear people, I do not 
want alms," saying eoChund made for tbe city of his 
master and in the way throw off bia disguise and dressed 
himself in bia proper suit (LI, 1-61.) 


( 6 ) 

He entne to bis master and related the story of his 
adventure, Nobody regretted the conduct of Haj 
Chondm more thin his uncle. At the suggestion of his 
genernl, however, he wrote a reply to the invitation letter 
tif Golap Boy in the following word?* : " Whitt ynu hove 
done, ilear nephew, in all very well. My only regret j» 
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tbiit yuii did uoi conatiU with ni& Ixffnrc lakitig Uie step. 
But be suroi wluiu you li&ve l>egiin ibe cereuiony, nuybow 
it must be <!Oiiip[elci1. If you cannok do ito with your own 
money, be imre my treasury wiil be open to help you. In 
t]ui meantime come Imme at ouce, so that we may rentsuU 
how tjo bring the meUer tn ji sutiefectory conclusion.'' 
He entfkiBtrsd the letter to one of tiis ocuunublcfl Mongnl 
Singh who duty w'cut to tltc house of the Nam and 
banded the fcetujr to Ihij Otumdra. Tim young lord w'ae 
highly pleased with Lhe letter and told Hatiga tlmt there 
was no reitaoTi wlmteocver for her fixillsh fuarti. His 
uncle VVU8 a gctieroiui luitn and could not take mutters 
ill as she bad apprehended. ‘' He is aiine In come and take 
tnaalA here.'* 

Rangn said, My lieart beatfi witlj fear aa 1 think 
sarioualy about the tnottvo that has inspired your lunrle 
to write the letter. My appreliunnioi] is that they will 
not allow you to come back bare. The lottor is a mere 
trick and my heart ia full of mia^pvings. I have been 
highly pleased with yuur rgnipuny. Pray do not have 
me. I will not lie able to Uve witliout you," ButHa| 
Clmndrcv Chandburi was determiued to go home in com* 
pltauca with hit unclc'a request arul prepared lor llw 
jounmyi whereupon she fell at his feet nnd implored him 
to stay. He also perceived Ltmt Uonga had bidted the 
di>ur strongly M Lhut he might not go. With a light 
smile on his lijis. he kickiod at tlie door which opened at 
the liard blow, Tlitn he again n>de on Ilia white burw* 
which flew like an arrow liomiewards. |L1. l-fll.f 

Ill the muntimr Chanil hiul already gone bnme. He 
saw Dtirga, the prinoess—sister of Raj f*hanilru~and 
«alJ, " Ksteemed ludy^ your ttrother b on the liigli way 
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to ruin. Re bii!; ulrc^dy taken fueaU at tbc }iiuk 1» 
of llie uiiscroiuits, tlio Niura. You boloog tbo 
brif^hi cuHte of Siidra.a and liiut family-prLMitigc i» 
nltuut to break down. There b ooe way yet to 
save your briitlirr fmiu utier fain. If you euti do 
what J am going lo requiii^i you, f may lio of ^niii 
lielp to you." 

On tliv prineesE asking him to wluit it %vas, CbauJ 
•ruiij tliat liie Ilb<] luanii n man fro by wliicfi wafer con id 
lie charmed. *M( you can maker your brother* 'tuud he, 
" litktr u sip fi'um my cup, fie will he above all danger. " 
Sfie readily agreed to the reijnefit nod Cltand prepimerl n 
cup of xufha/, mixing with it soniie little Bijang drug. 
She tvatt, however, very clevtr hiuI would i)i)l allow her 
tiroiliar to taste a thing the qutdity of which she had not 
heraalf exiiertmented. So wlwm f'ltaml went aw*ay. shy 
drnnk a few drops from the cup. i^he found that it waa 
“(weet and tiarmlaas.. So her auapieion was removed anil 
^he stood nt the gate of the Inner apartment with the cup 
uf aarbuf io her hand. Some little whik alter, Baj 
Ohamlra emne exhausted by riding the long diaUmce 
and Gi the antrnneo of the inner ajuirtmeai found tbe 
Iiriiiceas IDurga with tlta eup in liur liaiul. What ia fhia, 
dear eiatcr, ha asked and Durgn said that it was n cuji uf 
«rfjrbal w^bidt atie \va§ about to driuk. 1 mn fintd by 
niy imimoy in the sun. So give it to toe and get nnotbor 
prepared for you." Saying so lie hastily took the cup and at 
once Awallowed the mntenla. A.h socm oa he hml tiiketi it 
his iiearl began to reel and hia cyea grew rtul. fie naked 
Ifurgn, " Whiit in if in tlic cup flint itiake^ tni' feel 
!>(> utiensy " Ibirga said " k'ou canniif have faith in your 
own sister I " The drug Bhunj in tin* ntfjiutitnr ln'gan 
lo work ni>rl lir InK into a <«iiund «ilccp. t'hnnd came t‘t 
iIh' princess and uaid, " Cm him to Wl . 1 nm nure 

he will nut wake till ne have dune our work." (LI, l-iitVi 
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Tb4?y ht‘tpO(l tile voiiUj; turil lu itc lu a beil itiiil Chiiitil 
nt once euirtei] fot He ujel tiRRin itnii 

not control Ills lugo. “ TMi« iniscrcAut/' lie ilJOUjjlit, 
*' Ijaa lieljjuil liie yoiiii|> Clitimliiuri to eNciiviite the tniik 
vvJucii in'ilJ Le A Hlatnliiig dii^race to tJie fotnil} ol Uh^ 
CfiaudliuriE/' TUinkiiig Jn t)tii» flmhi lie begun to kill tJu: 
Unmictu* ixiolie^ nght timl bit, .IukI ui> ii li^er cnterii tlic 
tilled of Itnnbti, tiO dlil tlie gciicrnl lunkr n hnvac on tbc (Kior 
eooIje«. Raiuji Magli atood thciv with Itth feel lioiiiid with 
rings and sulked in aiigGr hk lie oliHirvcd the riittilcs.^ 
iIcKtnidiou. He moved liU lug^ wilii liitt mighty fmee and 
the rings criiekcil mill brake down. Witli a aicrv titmdu m 
^ liuud, he cUalleagOil the gGnerul lu u light. TIu* lUrrutV'i 
rtiracil hi Cl mini were rcpellwl hy the ^|iuile wliicli he 
dcxteroutily inoTcd in I he nirj^ ami when in hia turn, he 
gave CliumI fiouie bloWK with hiu Mjiade, 1 h’ uiiule n deefi cut 
in tlie ftcali of hi$ aittagoiiist thraugli hb iron armour. 
Chuid could not hold Ub own at lIiIh hgljl, and fiiilitig to 
hit hie foe irith iiU ncajuiis lie challenged him hi ii 
wrest ling struggle. Then* n!s<i the geiierali euuld do no 
better, fur the Biinuei^‘ Chief ruse with gn^itt fctrcs asofUm 
iiti tie was tiiTOwn down uitd at bat tbrnttleii him m such a 
way tliat he tmulc a precipitotrs rcirant Irato tlio liulil. 
He went to iha nGighboiiring fooeat and there offored liia 
prnyerato Kuli in thb strain; " Oh, divine motlter. save 
me from tiic hands of this Burmese rogue and let itio win tJie 
fight. 1 lake the rowtliut I ivoiilrl sacrifiee two goats at your 
altar/' TIte goddess Kali uid in a whiitpiT to tier favunritc 
hero, " Both of yon have wnrahipt>ed me with tlio sajiu! 
devotion. How eiin 1 side with one pgainst the other? " At 
rliesc words ol Knli, CdminJ tioicl, *’ Jiisl ftee miitlHT, H you 
lilt not 4mw mr inerev, T em ;;oiug to die in j'our prefeim'. 
Ilcti* ii« thb -iwoiYl 111 mini-, and T '.hitll iiintmtily out oK my 
heed with it." Siiyinp so. In: aimed lija greni tiword nt 
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liimself. ** Forlienr, my Jiuid lC«li» “ I grmn yun tla- 

boon tlifli you will win tlw figbt to-day and kill iIiei Llurraese 
Cliief.” Saying eo, «limii1flted Chiiiid with Imu' lUvint? 
energy nn<l be at once ran towards the field and met his 
ndversary* T1 h‘ figbt wbj* a stiff one this time hut at the 
«n<l Cband succeeded in striking off the head of the 
Burmese Chief. (U- 1-63.) 


(IJ) 

Overjoyed with tlie victory Chand the name of 
Kali a thousand times, nt one breath- He then |jroce«d- 
ed towards the Imuse of liie N&ra, and broke open the front 
and the middle gates- Rangamaia was lying in n room 
with sbtteen doors all shut from inside- He had to break 
open these with as many kicks and suddenly stood still 
at tlie sight of the heautifal Hangsmala lying in Lor bed. 
it was as though the new moon tiad arisen. 

Aalecp or awake, but witli her eyes dosed, she feigiie<i 
os if she was unconaciuus of the danger. He walked 
round the Iwd several times and saw her surprising beauty. 
But his stony Jicart liitd no touch of com passion- All on a 
sudden be slapjBd her on the cheek. She opened her eyes 
and Bsid, I will inform tfie young Cbaudhnri of this 
insult that you have done me and you will have proper 
punishment for tt," 

Witliowt caring to give any reply to her threat ho had 
her hands bound with a rope and said, ** Vonr beamy will 
not be able to save you. You arc doomed to-day to death 
at tny handa/* ?(ow with a torrent of tears in Iter eyes, 
she said, It was the young Chaudhnri who enticed me 
to thin dlslinufUirnblc cviiirao. I am not at all to be blamed 
for it- Why shonUi you kill me and deprive my mother 
of her only ‘supjtorl? She would jioi he able to punrjve 
tin; fthiMilt," 
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Then did sLc nay ift-teping, " If ] (»u]d ha^e a nigbi of 
iht face of my sweet (ltt| Chandra fli tiua inonwnt, 1 would 
tun feel tlie ngonteii of ilenilt. [f E raiihl bear hia aweet 
ivordfl, u ivoiittl iiuve uKStuiged my pain of death/' Bui 
tile reletilleaa general blood iiean)ved ui ftill her and theu 
nhu full ai Ilia feet and «aid, T>a noL kill me, dear generoL 
t will lie your servaut and iitake yon happy by rul&lliiig 
your wishes.** 

'* But tlie old Chmidtiri'e urder in that you are to ta* 
killed/' said ClinmJ. 

GolapBay, Ranga's brothur, saw from a little diataiire 
what wDs transpiring aud came to her resque, Ffe attacked 
Cbaud with all liia force but he was a mere boy end 
though at the firat dash he had ot’erihrown the veteran 
genaraf, ibc latter regained bis step and gave Golap eiich 
a kick that he was thrown jm'ay abcnit tw'enty feet From 
wiiera he had stood. Then did Chand bind both of them 
and flaked them to Iw ready For death. Range said, " He 
is my younger brother. What good will you derive by 
kllUng him? Kill me if yon wj]], but release my poor 
brother. You may feet that such assaults on a younger 
1 1 rather can lie ill borne by tiis slater. My old mother will 
diecF grief, if you will kill him. The affeotbii of themollter 
knows no bemnds. If the son dies at it great distsncc. 
before tlio newt reacbes atlierB, by r secret Isw” the mnlhiir 
c»tDu 9 to know of it hntt of all," 

&!id Inmcnted in this way and made all floriF of 
pathetic npt^al, but lIi&mj were of no avail, Chand cut 
ofi the heads ol Lite sister and the brother at the SAhic 
time 

The I wad of Golup Kay was reised on Lbs top ol a 
bjttnboo ifOlc and placed inn conspicuoua plooe toI h" observed 
hy all. But lie took cure to hide the head of Rangu wUbin ii 
Imintle of clothes, wishing to carry it to the old CJumdhuri. 
He bIb* set fire to the houses ni tlw New and after lliii^ 



" Tfcip robniloss gunorAl nt^oi i* kill hisr.- Ph 28 B. 
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act of crueUy rwUr Ihjijic oud eailiJtiug Knjei:<int Chaudhun 
hrowgliiout thi« (usufUif Knogu luvd pul il Udoro fiiio Sn « 
trophy. Tins old diiuf was vory iiiuuh noovod hy ibe sight rit 
the head and stud, ' ‘ W hit a efuel thing have vou done 1 iWv 

could you kill Ji kautiful as Itaiiga'^ She is 

dead: it doe?- not iiwUor oiuch. Hot my nephew will 
»,urt>ly turn mad [nr gnof. ! never knew that she was *ai 
beautiliil. If eht hntl h'-l-mged to tny casto, f would have 
(>aid « loe of Uoiwi'B at iho alter of Kuli for grauling tin- 
Ixkjji of suf.h un exquhivU' bride for luy nephew. Even 
I hough abii v' ne n S\tt I would hive got her married to my 
mi phew at imy ri^L uid would have expiated the guiU with 
sMJted rites in order ht liriiji up our fociel pmstige. Liiteu 
ti> me. Ohm-ul. hy this tcl you have set fire h. our fimify 
peace. Raj tihainlri iviU nexcr pardon mo tor comDiiiiniu 
tine iiihutiiiin not. 1 do not know wLol aotloii lie will lake 


nt the iniiiul)^ ul tin uvomedt, when he will conio to know 
of it/' 


( 12 ) 

Let U8 turn 10 Thij i:^IiH!idra Clumilhuri, After the in- 
toxication due Ui drugging was over» In* came out to tin* 
outer oparniifiil -ifid m liu* gitc-wav saw Chimd Bhanduri 
with lu8 gftnoenta nd tinged with blood. On nehing Ihe 
reason of tin* he wiu mformed by Clmiid that he had gone 
for hunting deer and (ho hlood whr uI (toinc arrimals uf 
tilt* Hpcclea thul in' had killed. All on n sudden Bar 
Clmndni gltmtetl urwards Ihi* vilkgv of Tulebpiir ami saw 
the W'liole iky flbhiM: wUh fire in tbsi direction. It look 
liim notirai* to In- iirtuiii thin ibe hre waa iaaviing fort h from 
the bouflO of tlic Snru. Re loculisnl ii Htill more cl(»rti'K 
Aitd iierCi'Jvotl that it wob ihe Keal-Houfie in which lie nnd 
Bunga uwd lo reside, that was iwi on fire. He at onw: ran 
in tbedifccticflianil jumped into the fire seeking Rungunmla. 

87 
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Alter some ete&rch be found the body from wbtcli the bead 
bed dieeppeered, tying in the courtyard. He searched 
for the heed with greet cate hut could oot lay bis hand 
on it. Be then rook a silent vow eeying to himself, " By 
ibe name of God, I promise that ere tong 1 will chop oS 
tlie head of my unde, and after killing the miscreant Chand 
act fire to the city of Babupur." His grief for Bangs was 
great and for a little wbilu he cried like a child. (LI. 1-32.] 


(13) 

Rajcndra Gbaudhuri knew that bis nephew was 
approaching- Qo was quite Rure thst be would come home 
like a ^re-brand inflamed with the worBl pnsslon. So l>c 
ordered hia whole family to be removed from the palace. 
Chand complied with the order ami was binuidr i^lrucb w^th 
no less A fear. All the inmatcfi of the boiiae thua fled away, 
but the youngest wife of Rajendra said that she was inno¬ 
cent and that Raj Chandra could have no reason to do any 
violence on her. Being satisfied with this belief she did not 
agree to go away from tlie palace, In the meantinie Raj 
Chandra Chaudhuri came home like a mad man. The 
words that every now and then came forth from bis Jipa were 
incoherent and all about his nnclc. His eyee were red and 
bia whole frame was trembling in great rage, Not floding 
him in the Durbar Hall, Ito entered the inner apartment. 
There too he found nobody. Hia youtsg aunt was observed 
suckling A little baby on lier lap. He flew towards her 
like a storm and dragging the child with Force lifted it 
upwards to etrike it down on the floor, whereupou tbc Aunt 
caught bold of him and entrcntingly implored of him to 
have mercy, “ It is a baby. What good will you derive by 
killing the iniioceni thing? " At Uieise words, Baj Chandra 
left the baby and began to inflict blow after blow oa the 
poor woman. She wss all along clasping bia fet4, 
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c,raving for 111111^7. In mad fury, he left her there and again 
sought for his uncle whom he could God nowhere. At 
last despairing of getting hiio within his oliitclics, he sot 
fire to the ]inhioc and wh«i tlie Uig Uouaea were ablAise, 
sat down tranquilly ahaerriTig the wild s<^e. 

From afur Bajendrn ChitudUuri saw that hie hoiieea 
were burning. Ln great rage Ivis goneral Loid him, ‘'Give 
me order witlnout delay, I will take proper retaliation 
and see liow young Ctiandhuri should he treated," " No, 
Chand, it is I that am at fault. I have first mi fire to our 
family peace. ^Vhv alunild you make my nephew rtspnn- 
sible for it? His great rage due to grief will soott coot down 
and tlicn may we t»uiie to muluAl undernlanding, Hnsty 
action is not good." Chand was not apparently satinfied 
with this altitude of his master. He put on Li> martial 
dress and at once came to the palace. Prom beliind, he 
infiictod some blows oil Raj Ohandro and disappeared! 
quickly. The young ChaiidhuH looked back and did uot 
see anybody behind him. He thought that the place must 
have lieeu hRimtcd by evil spirite. He was slnjEdi with 
fear and left the place. He came to tile house of Ram 
Bhiiiidari end sought hiandvico aa to what ^ghould be cloui- at 
tluH juncture. Ram Bhandari advised him not to 
be iu a hurry, " Iist your uncle come and hold Durbar as 
usual. Then may we come Ui a settlement regarding this 
notion that he hai;i tukon," 

He took bia advice and agreed to wait for some 
days, (Ll. l-6y,> 

Book VL 

U) 

Raj Clinmirn iisked Ram Bhimdiiri after a whiii? a» to 
what nhmild be tlone now as it conaidcrnblp time had 
already elapsed, Hin trusted aervanl said, '• Will it 
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iii>t liip projKir Jiow U> seek ibe advlcu of Ingn Cbandlmru 
f[p i 3 iiinte rich (iJid iUnti yoHf tmde, and 

if Vnur be prcpiircd lo give him me foiirtfi 

^Iinrii' tit iiuit properly he will lie I'igbl glftd, I urn 
sure, to recover the whole of joiir proiwny from 
•Ih! eluhdiejj of yoor uncle lor you* thij (.hanJru 
{'tmudliuri approved of this plon* but itoid. '*1, jiiii going 
to (ullou ymtr eonjwel hul 1 hftvc pr^sfiitly lo du somc- 
tlitng orgeiil. I promire^bound to fbuigji to erctimUi 
her siiid do ihe lunerul obtetjuies if 1 siirvived her. Kow 
1 roruit first fulfil ihb prnutiM? of utistL*. ini you should go 
to the Biuhiiiins at Muijdm and hrmg einioeo! lluim for 
doing vb« rebgioiifr functiiiii.'' Rniu ejimtd out ilfia order 
of his ixiiititcr and met tlhandruttnlh Thaknr in Hint villup*. 
When he I'Jillwl liioi Iroiu out&idi-, liio Bmhmin peep-d 
through !im window and saw tinit it U'h» a Hjlditr Iwnring 
the itirigiuH ol Ihe Chaudhuri fiinuly, lie renn-mbon‘d 
the vow that he and his peojilo hiid taken of mi* niiiUHljor- 
ing to any religious rites in tho house rd the Chandhuns, 
So lift fled away !>>' the bsekdoor and his wife 
SHid that lie wna oot at home, Itiim was not the itcrf^^n 
to be duped itt that way. Hjaen(]iuring eyes soon pcn.'eivwt 
that tbo liraluiiin was nmniug urvuy from tlut hnuw. 
Hr tolhiwed hia irnek and soiling bim aaked if he wtiiihl 
ncootupiitiy bim to the hoiistt of hU matslcr tiuiuedlately. 
CUttinlrBUiitli sliowcil n heniio front and said in a loud voice. 
*' Ko, Tiflvur.*' As soon es the words wercuttewl, he was 
treated to (“otup severe Idowsi aivtl was forced to nomii to 
a quick iPtik'Hietit by iigrtHdiig to the order o( Uin 
Chnudlvviri, With hi is sOTiptnres and impknientf) nl ndi- 
n:rviiv he <^(Uiotly followed the lootaleps of 
Itiiiii lihaiidtiri. Tho performuncr' of the creiufitinn- 

n>i'eiiiuuv nod due teligioiie rites in enniiexiort wllli ii 
fqlloTwd ft OJttlt^r ut course anil eviirytliing was tpiictly 
cocupleled. (ijl, 
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Tbc rtC'Xt tliat Haj CtiumJrj) Ctuiudljuri U^oti 
poy n visit tu lup Clifluilltiiri. TIii?v t-ariir tiv iLi.> Isoat to 

cross a duiiiJiulj tmt Llic natcr wnn Bi:> etiiilti^v liiat tLc 
boot ^vjis ittUglit ill ilit: (initial nnil would rKd Tbev 

liad to stopt 011(1 the t,'iijiiidliiiri who hiid rilii'ady aivea n 
reward ol five rupees lo ibo femiuitii MaiUtiil' 
impatient of tlir delay aruj ordered bitn lu Iniul tliiijn on 
Die other aide ijiiickls. The |Kior Hinii irmde a pnthnlir 
appeal, eKplaiidng the i^itiKitieti in nhirlihc was placed. 
■Rum Bhandart came down ntHi gave sach a uiighly pusli 
to the boat that it flaw likn ati arrow and nevcir rested 
till it hud gillie (oneiil era Illy ahead over the alher 
batik and wati again .MratidHl. tVhcit they were 
atwut to go a\vay« the ferryman iruplonugly said liint he 
wan placed in the Hnint' □liHirahlc plight aa heftirc. Tlic 
boat wfl* hie only niesns of livelihood niul it waa imt 
moving. Earn Ehariilarl gave it au<<ther pmh not ao forcibly 
as before, which set it flontiiijj in tlie niiristrT'ani. 

The young riiiindhuri was kindly recuived. Ho told* 
the Wnslctn ebiof all alinut hU trovibjc, HU uncle had 
ousted him from hU rightful ixifiaeaaiQi] and oionopultHtyj 
Ilia patemnl jmiiicrty and wn^ doing wbatifver be liked. 
** 1 shiLlI give ynii one>fourlb Bhore of my wliule property if 
you can help me in recovering tniue." Blielii, ihe younger 
brother of Inga Chaitilliun, adviued him not lo meddle 
in this mutter. But Inga Cliandhuri rei-iued iiielineil In 
help the young man, Bhehi anid. “ ’I’nii are not aware of 
the heroism ami Bimngtb of geuerMl Clifiiid, Bingle'liandcd 
he nan kilt miie hundred mtn. Onve f Itnil calEod on the old 
(Ihandlmrj for glutting luan trrmi him. Chaiid hmiUed 
mr in aueh a Wny that 1 have n«i bceiynltb to forget the 
Siting of mult though runny yesrn: have pasaed. We 
need not take (Ihj rlhk of meeting him in halile for the 
sake of one who is nobiMly to ns, *' Inga aaid, *' You 
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tmgbt. to Jiold your toitgiio when your elders fipeak. I 
must help tbe yoiu^ ChaedhiiTi st nny cost,*' nnd 
tiirniDg k> Ilaj Chandra he toDljiiucd, ** He turn home 
and ask Rajendre to give you your property, If be fails 
to comply with my request, he will Lave to face my 


anger.' * 


(LI. 1-46.) 


(3) 

Kow Ra| Chandm returned home and arriviag at the 
palace saw Rajendra hoidiug the Durbar as usual witii 
Cband seated near him. TtU! young lord approached Mb 
unde ftud iwld, '*The property is mine. My father had 
earned it, You were nowberfl at the time. My uncles 
Uday tlbandrn and Raj Katual died and taking advantage 
ol the BituatioD you aeiiced the whole property, Y'ou have 
so long deceived your nephew, depriving Mm of his rightfuL 
shore, but now he mil not hear this gross iniquity on your 
part any more. If neoesaary, I shall take up arms to 
recover what justly belongs to me.*' 

Rajendm said nothing in reply but took a piece of 
Ciiiocae paper and writing a deed thereon made a gift nf 
seven> 0)1000 share to Raj Chandra. The general Cbsnd 
sulkily ubservei) this procedure of the old Chaudhuri and 
anatcluiig the paper from Ms bands tore U to pieoea. He 
said," Ho long tm I live I Khali not allow the grant uf 
a eoujrie to Kaj Chandra. Yon know him well and yet you 
not BO fcoliiilily. K you give him any property, he will 
waste it in a day. He is a child. You know what in 
good for him and what la not ; and sbouli! not givt him 
any aoope for cnTrying out his wild ideas.” But the 
old Chaudimn did not listen to his vvell-considered 
advice, and c.HUgbt hold of tbi^ hair of his bend and gave 
Mm soiitc sound blows saying/* Indulgence has turned 
your wits, T see, you devil. It is our paternal ptoperty 
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acd I UQ giving nephew biy proper ahare. What 
husineea have you to interfere in my action? ” 

The general swallowed the insuit and stood like a statue 
without uttering any word, ( LI. 1*44.) 


( 4 ) 

We come hack tu Inga Ghaudhuri. Baj Chandra was not 
happy at what he considered to lie an iniiiuitous gift end 
wrote in detail to Inga Ghaudhuri, who made prepara¬ 
tions for war and asked Raj Chandra to see bint again. 
Be besides, wTOle a latter to Bojendra Cbaodhuri to this 
effect; *' Baj Kamal and Dday Chandra are both of them 
dead. The whole property belongs to your nephew. But 
you have uaiirpetl the whole and Bej Chandra is now a 
beggar. If you do not give him his rropeny, I will 
turn your citj into a wild jungle/" 

Receiving the letter, the old Ohaudhuri sought the 
advice of Chand w'ho eaid/‘ He has threatened us in this 
way. Leave the whole matter to me and see how I 
conduct the affair. Will it be proper for os to Bubmit to 
him like lambs? Just write to him in this strain: 

* You are a Mnhomedoo and I am a Hindu and 
the affairs are between uncle and nephew. Why should 
you come to interf^.Te and break the friendship that has 
existed between us for a long time? I will certainly give 
niy nephew his rightful shsre. It will be extremely un¬ 
becoming on our part to quarrel over a matter where 
your interference is unnecessary. I am coming to your 
place presently in order to dicuss the matter fully snd 
satisfy you from all points of view,* ” 

The uncle wrote as the general dictated and Manga! 
Bingh, the constable, was entrusted with the letter. 'When 
Inga Chaudhuri got the letter be said to bis brother 
Bhclu/* Bajendra Chaudhuri haa been struck down with 
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liy 111)' [etl^r I uni ttiu Djuiit inilucQtiEil mmi in tbin 
Kiiulh^jru ^'ulky* Bu it is uvit m uM tiLraRgo tJbut bt' sbuult! 
seek mV friimd^bipH 01 coiitia.', my object is to fight limi 
out and i-ceovcr the whole property for Rftj Cbandm. 
itut ill till- meantime In tlw unde come and we shall 
manage tliiiij^s under the mnsk of oulwitwl Irieudiihip,** 
Bhelu approved of the pluti aiul waited to eee whal: turn 
matters vvonld take. The date of tulerview was 
fixeil and Ingn Chaudhuri made great preparations 
for remTing Rnjendm Chatidluiri. Many gnnta and oUeep 
wertt^ kiIU4 ond the pdace of the Moslein Nawab ready 
to receive the dUlingoiulicd guevt in every -n'ay. 

(LI, .1*90.) 


(5) 

Rajondra Cbaudtmri efartii^ from home reached the 
hindiog ghat of the river whore Madhabj the forrymaa, 
kept Ub boat ready to lake the passengare to tlw othof sido 
of the nver. On landing at the other side ot lha river 
RivjflnilrR Chandhuii was earned to Lnga CliftuclLuri*a 
hou&B hy meane of a palatnpun liome hy eight liearera, 
11 is Mooleui httel rrjceived him with all outward ahow of 
TTispcrt and gave him a good rasldentUl Iiijune to put op in, 
Bicb Ijantjiiot was served him a( pmpor hours in which 
there wam u plcniirnl fiiipply of Pakot Iforiwo and other 
daintnre. Meat waa, of oourue. the principal item of the 
menu. ( LL 1-53.) 


( 6 ) 

Now let US follow Chand the general, who, wtum Ins 
master wur reedving atteiitiani frutti the htunlem Nawah, 
took the opportunity of surveying his dty and the pa lace, 
Heobserv^ that the pakce wae aunoutuled hy m strong 
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and high nnit ivhioli wufi itripeiiftrahlit froui oiitBidis. 
There wus only oue gate Tof c^teritig lliu pulncv n nil aroutnl 
the WHS a large ditch whidi it tvas irniMijflihle tu 

pasa without previous arriiDgEijiiiuts mid drsvirt*, Chand 
WQB full of presence of iniod ami ready wit. Aval hug hjm- 
aetf of the iluiknesa uf night, he put round tiifl vvalat an 
apron and mmr down to the dltcii. He carrii^d n rope by 
which lie measured the ditch while he was swimrnitrg aeros^ 
it and found that it wan Lhirty yards iu breadth. 

Aleantinifl litgu niid Baiendru sat Uigcther to discuss 
tlic [unticr for which Uie latter had came to his capital, Ilu 
agreed to give his nephew hts proper share. But," be 
aaid," I have come lo your place. Does it not behove 
you to think of mturnirig my visit Now tell me when I 
can evpecl you lo visit niy city." Inga smiled Jind anld, 

.\11 right 1 will go to yovir place after a uiuntli from 
hence, but in the uienotiine I wieb yon fboutd dourly 
dcmurcutc the piirtioti that iii'Ioiiga right hilly lo yntir 
nephew," Rnjendm agreed to this proposal nnd sought 
leave to rolum lionie. ( LI. 1*53.) 


tT ) 

He cumc back and emasoil tho river with the help of 
Madliali, iJjo fcrryinan, but Chiind u'aa liuay carrying out 
some plan which 1»c had conecnlHU Oc come lo the Imuse 
of otic Baaeharam Buroi and osked him if hu couJJ prejiare 
for film ini mediately n ladder thirty yartia long. He 
prnmml him n geial rewiird lor it. Oit being asked re¬ 
peatedly AH to wli. 1 t he meant to do with luich a long 
ladder he tixifa him into his coiilidcnce after much licBifsacy 
and Haid, " I Riu going to wage wtur against Tngft 
Cluadbnji and this ladder is to aerve the piir{io!ie of a 
bridge by which 1 will eroa^ ttic ditch which aurmunda hj$ 
palace, Bui if you hreatha one word about this to 
88 
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anybody cla«, I warn you that you wiil be killed on the 
spot with your family and clitldren. There ia oaly one 
gate to enter his houae. With this ladder 1 will make 
a second entrance, if really a war is waged." 

BanchuriiiB agreed to his requ^t and promised priTaej, 
Accompanied by Chnnd be weal to tho bamboo groves bC' 
Lind Lis house and went on cutting the big bamboos from 
the middle. Creepers and wild plants aniangled the bam¬ 
boos, so that Bancha tvas much fatigued by liJa attempt to 
dreg the bamboos that he had cut down. Chand amiled 
os ha observed his friend'a trouble and at once dragged a 
number of the stroiigeat of these from the grove with root 
and all, and got them ready forBaocha. He, boweveij 
was very much sorry that many of the bamboos which 
were not rswded for the present purpose were uprooted. 
He told CLand that this bamboo grove was the chief 
means of his liveUbood, but the bonibooE: being up¬ 
rooted, there was no cliancc of new sprouts coming out 
from the roots. " Xovor mind, my dear Banchorain, [ 
wil! win victory over Inga Chnudliurl and wJien returning 
home, 1 will reward you sufficiently to oompenaate for 
the kiSd," 

nancha was right gJad at the prospect and began 
rapidly to do tbe work with his axe. (Ll, 1-01,) 

(«> 

At night the constant sound of the axe disturbed the 
sleep of hia brother Rarndhan. He rose tip and asked hia 
aiater-in-law tBancha-a wife), Wlmt is this sound in the 
garden be Lind our house'?" Tbe aiater-jn-Uw Enid tbatnn 
old mnrtgo tree lay rotten in the garden and Banclia woa 
striking it with his hatchet. Ramdban, belonging os he 
did 10 the Bara* caaie, famous forlbeir devemesa, did 
not believe ju this story, but on Boiue pretext went to tlie 
garden sod standing behind his brother said. " How is it, 
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brother Siincharom, thnt you arc conatnicting tUU mnnnter 
Ladder? Wiiat purpo^ would it Esrve? *' Baochti eaid, 

'* Be silent. Do not Aak Anything ahoul ttie Indder. 
Better go home ood Bleep. Whnt good will you derive hy 
bearing about tbia Ifldiler? ” The yovmger broLber ifiBieted 
on being told ftd to 'why tbe ladder was heiug made. 
Bfluditi oaid, ** If T tell yuu the rfiason, we are sure to 
meet with death.** Ramdbun laughed and said, Where 
was it ever heard that n man died for being told the reason 
of making a ladder?*' He told Ganeha that if he would 
not place a liltle confidence in his own brntliEr, be w'ould 
rather die there, no that there would he no one left to make 
a request to him again, 

Bojicha Qould not reaisl the appealing requests of his 
younger brothor and aatd in oatihdimco, after catiacling 
nil kinds of promises from lum for privacy, that n war wm 
imminent bet ween Rnjendm Gliuudburi and Inga Chau- 
dhuri and the ladder was meant for croaaing the ditch 
surrounding the I utter'e palace. 

Rarndhan could ngt aleep lor the rest of the night. He 
waa a sorront in the house of Inga Cliaudhuri! and 
thought that AS a faUiiful servimt who liad tBsted the salt 
of his mii3ter*9 liOiiBe, it was hia imperative duty to let 
him know of Itte danger that awaitetl him. He longed that 
the night might be over soon as he could not bear delay. 
When it dawned, he did not wait to toko his meals hut 
straightway ran to tlte city of Inga Chaudhurl. He inter¬ 
viewed bioi and Buid, ** You arc happily spending time 
lieedtos! ol the danger that is imminent. You have made 
friendship with Hajendra but that man under tlte pretext 
ul outward friendship is planniug your niLn. T have got 
a due to this and tiuve come to inform and wum you 
about the danger." 

His tone and manner of speaking irritated Inga Chau- 
dbiiri. He said, " Being a little fellow, you apeak of big 
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thiugfl. You rEi:icaU who dejiutui you todecrtroy m; friijrvd- 
ship with Kajcodra Chatidhnri?Saying go, be did not 
vvnil tuU rooli off his shoeft nnd begao to iwot KAmdliui} in 
great ntiger. Rnuidliun in this distress began to ery say- 
*' are a Raja and yon are iki unjiust. ] came to 
give you sotne infurmation and the result is that you have 
lx!i][eurme. Hay God bless you but know that he who 
does nut tindmtaiirl liis own interests will hnv« to regret 
in fiitnre/' With words like these uttered with sobs 
iiud tears, Romdlian bn'ctnne *it]cnt, (IJ, L-^,) 


^ven days after Clift Dll eamo to ifio hotifte of DuiicihHratQ 
ftiifi asked for the ktlder. He was glad to we tlint it 
was ready, He parried it on his ahoulderg and coming 
home, he ruhed hitnself in his war dress, took a ehinld on 
his Ijfick and Mvords and spears in his hands, tie went to 
Rajinidrii Ohaudhuri, took hwvc of hitii ^nd asked him to 
bliisft Inin, as he wns iNUUid for war, Jtsjeiidra raised his 
lutiid to bless the warrior, and he coming out from the 
liiiki!® IfKJkCrti like the favoitreil son of Kali with tlie sandal 
mark on Jiis forehead. In one breath lie reeUed the name 
(if Kali II tJiousand times. Coming tn the ferryghal, he 
did not rind \fadhuh the fetrymari there. Ho could brook 
no delay hut swam across the river and in tlie ilapih of 
night lie made a slaughter amongst the goldtoni who guard* 
(*d the palace. He had crdKsed the dilelt mu] leapt over 
llii> Walls that had hitherto hceii oniistfEerod impri'-gnatile. 
A great tnmnil arose and Inga came mir of bift house U* on) 
what had liappened. Ut' eapicd Cliiind doing ti great 
havoc atnimgat his Mililiere hut after a iirnmcM did mil 
fmil him anywhere, fie ihuught thal the gem-ml nf Raj- 
eurira Clunidhuri liad ]|,,h{ away. He did nut know that 
in the uieautiiue the foi! had made a second gutcwoy behind 
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hiH house by fttmxng the ditHi. After a little time Iiifitt 
fuunil Cbaotl again ODgsged in kilting biti turn. Inga 
Jiiinseif werni :iml f™ght with Cluiml. U was liki* ft 
flghi Ijctwmi ri lion and a tiger. Such a thing was 
never lieard of. In fUe darkJiess nobody crmld f=ce who 
Were the ireopU? 'wliotn Cbaiid nw killing ruihliKsly- 
If liLtlu children were fomnl iQ liiswny, Chaud eanght ImW 
of ilicm and burled them friim above. Tlsf iworci Iwcamc 
iliarp like a «nw and niiuikfHess [tcotJli^ fell at Ini' 
lianils whidb simnltancouBty waived a spear and a sword 
with tlie rapidny of lightning. Inga Oltaudhvtri lumld m 
longer hold his own. They begun w fight with arrows 
frotn right to Icff. tihand niovwl tike n fla^h so that Ills 
pojiitMHi vnnld not be cKac tly kiiawn* and suddenly one of Ilk 
arrows ran ihmtigh tlw Ineasl of Inga Chaudhun, piercing 
it from one end miheothEr. " 1 am gone,” lU-fed lliv 
veteran chief «»he fell down on ibe ground. Hlwlu 
Chaudhuri^ bis yxuinger brother, ran loattnelt the invinidble 
foo who laughed n laugh of disdain (ind rruslmit '‘Yom. 
urchin, vou have eome to Dgti* with tne. And then with 
hiy sword out off Bhelu'a lu^ad in no time. Mohamnird 
Keittli, the thirfl brolber. wuk obsiirviiig the fight und ihe 
deatnjetion ma tin by Chitnd, and luid ructiur**' to High I, 
knowing for certain ti'ui Hiciv would be no lipliling 
with Miirh H warrior, U'h l-fhU> 


i PM 

Him Hibi, Minbha Bib: ami Nur Bibi, tlw ihriH 
Bcguiua digciiflia'd aioongsl tlicmselves b> To whiil -Imubl 
Iw done flt litis criflis ns they "^-iw no w.ty n( cpcnia'. K«vh 
of i.luini toi'pk a sword in her Itund and isiiiil* out of tho huiti^ 
lo fuiii in cdiiibat with (llminl. llini Kihi’a swonl *nil a 
deop woiiml iti iht’ Ihtily ol liw gi'iiefftl tifttif hipting broken 
it part ol life arjuiiui- made tif slcid, Tte three attacked 
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BinmUnneoiiRly and ao fiercely did they handle their 
weapons that Chand found bimaclf in a really critical 
situation. The iumrihle general had now no recourae 
lef( to him tut to heat a retreat. He caiiio to the galoway 
and prayed to IvaJi ilio Goddess in great iilnrin, TJie deity 
ftpljcared. being liiiabit to resiat the appeal from one 
favoured by her. She aaidf " What a beaat are ypu tlut 
you fight with women I You have left Tirtue’e path, and 
are fighting with the weaker ses ; your rain i» inevitable. 
You have alfcady ueldavcd your end and do nut proceed 
further. Now leave off this ptuoe and go home to-night. 
Evil will befall you if you go again to fight." Tim general 
fltood with daaped honda before Kali and said, " ft ia a 
great shame that one favoured by you will bear aiiefi a 
disgrace at the handa of woitien. For to-night only grant 
me tbe boon of success and help me from the awkward 
aituatioD." Kali was greatly vexed by these euircatioH and 
left his presence without saying any thing. 

Kow these three ladies having won victory begun 
to seek where Chand had gone. The cruel man, daring 
not face the three women so resolutely Iwnt, shot arrow's 
from behind their bark and one of these fell on the 
tK>dy of flira Bibi, It was u iioisoned arrow and 
tbe poison spreid itself instantly through her •lystom 
and she cried, “lam gone, dear aieters," and then fell 
down dead on the spot. I'he yonngeet of the three saw 
that the two brothers of her husband as well as her aiuter- 
indaw had fallen and that her husband had retired from 
the field 1 she Itiought that there was no reason why she 
should live after this disaster and with increased fury, with 
a aword in each of her hands, slie iuHicted severe blou's on 
Chand by both the weapons, Chand was frightaned and 
lliought that the woman was probably Kali herself who 
had eome to the field lor the purpo% of retaliuliou. flo 
was struck with aucb a horror tliat he fled from tfic 
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battle-6e)fl tbinking ibftt hin object waa praoticalljr 
uchieved. Kc resolved tlmt be would never return to the 
6eld to face a woman bis foe. (LL 

Boor VU. 

(l> 

We have to say eomettilng now about Mohammed Reja 
who bad tied. Greatly dhtressed as lio waa, be resolved 
ibat be would go to seek shelter at ibe bouse of Mooowar 
Oaai, a big Zamindar of tbe district and bio own maternal 
uncle. In the meant lute news spread everywhere about 
the destruction of Inga Uhaudburi‘s family^ and Mnnowar 
Gasu beard a garbled report of it from a messenger. He at 
onco started in a palanquin to enquire about bia nephewa. 
At a certain spot be made enquiries about Keja Mohammed 
who. be board, was still living. As be proceeded, be 
beard that Mobammed Reja tvas not far off and 
after a little whiic be saw bi& oepbew, pale and wearied^ 
walking slowly on loot. Tbe uncle came down from Ids 
palanquin and embraced the distreoaed man asking him, 
Who is it^ tny darling, that bas reduced you to tbla con¬ 
dition ? .Accustomed are you to lie on a couch of gold resting 
your feet on silver foot-stool and five bcauliftil maids softly 
stroke your feet for inducing easy aleep,” Weeping 
bU the while did Mohammed Reja speak about tbe 
tragedy that bad occurred at tbeir house, narrating Low the 
two limlhcrR and bis aiater-in-Iaw bad fallen In tbe field. 
He concluded by .saying, **l ran away from home 
to meet you. Beyond what I have said I don't know 
anything." (Id. 1-30 J 

< 2 ) 

For n lime Monowar Gaai could not say anything, 
bis voice being choked with team* His rage, bowsver, 
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41^ threat a? hit) mul Im Impktitl Eihe a hamlxxp 

pliml FL>( i4n fire. Muliniujjtcrcl ttf'ja Viixja takvii iodd n 
p4ilujii|uiii iiiiJ lo Muium'nt (lajd'iit boufiui. 

Hi; wru mtivi'iI ttilli n ricli bamnipl and on attire 
cmliroidurL'il with gnid wkk given him. Mono war Gnisi 
muii tml LI brazen ilntm lioiiU>n .ninl at Iht: ouiind a ttii>u- 
Hand iiolJkrL? at omLiC arhu’Hl at his hiiiiao. Mo ifion 
dri'UEjiteil It luttiir ul iuvtl^tiuti calling u[uih nil litj; rolit- 
tu>n? nnd nllici to nsi-ciiLidt' Ihon? Jor tlio {Hir|iose of 
Gghtiiii' tilt tiju- The iiJinicsi nf tiu< plncvs when* 
ihi^ iiLithv WAN *<ciu lU'i'c.—Hhiigitl(<iLr. t'haiidra Khola, 
Goiialpof. hiNinpni', 4'hiiK>hi, I'ulla, Naduo^ 

Ritipiim, Bhabuiitginiji, TtHfi"., Ijiik'^limipor. Alaijdlu and 
Luniarohii r. 

< In (cowpl oI Muniiwjir rtatii'p leUft, they all aHsemblud 
nt hi# eity. TliO soliUiTh fmm Piihhiipui* liud niiinll cluUn in 
their tiuink liikI ihe men of C hiiiiatn ciiiiie umicd wiili ilunr 
bug -fKJiirrt. Tli« fltdiUefH fnnii ItaitiiHir wm* eharacteriifcd 
hy I heir hnig inoiiatnch^. li wii}?, iinbed, a ptrtTtretK|iic 
uighi IV hen lii^c men uf differvut luoiilitieif asiemfaledr 
In the ecrittia of ii plot td hmih lucaimring two itiid 
hall dromni, they planted ii pont with thdr war>d^ 
on, The big drum of war waa lientnii iim! iniiiiintcralile 
oofiliei'H approached nt tho sound Abmit two thousand 
flephont*; wen* eenn ttiarrhing in pnxeftiiUm whtnli 
eonei^ptwl nf thousands of a re hen and Jnoi-«o!dtora, 
The great uleplumt .lirpii'nin wqm iteen In front uf the 
prixi‘'3i0n« and on ibtv n<dili; qidiiial Mm hummed Rejii 
Cliatolhiiri hitnself rode. The gem'rat idiosan to lead this 
vHtf wn* Siva R«m and tlm groat amiy innrclHMl tlret 
lowflTilii the pctlaee of Tnga rimnrthuri. It wa« a grim 
»ight III a I Mono war Gozt wilnxaiied in tlm palHOO and its 
ooiiifu'amd, Hiitidreda of oorpsea lay there and vultures 
were malting a fctisL of these. Ho could sroreely suppress 
toore iiB he saw this scotir. On entering the palace, ho 








Mohammed Hflj* doJ bis oftuy. P- » 05 . 
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9SW Nnr Bibi in a gmiitty diBtresde<l condition, 

Stic gave a lull account of tba battle^ ehedditig teafs 
nil Lbe tiuio, Ajuple piuviaiuu wah taiitle fur lier comfort 
ami she given a Urge uuiulier of guards lu protect 
lier. Tlie armv ihoti proceedctl hwards the river windi 
separated tbe lands of tbe Cbnudliuris. There ^vitli the 
help of the Ferryman Mndliab tliey croeacd tlie river. 

iLI. 1-44.} 


(S) 

Informatiun In the meantime wan received by Bajetnlm 
Ulimidlturi ibat Mnnon ar (taz) ajid Mobamriiied Hoja were 
coming to altnck bis jinlaw and thnt Rnj (Chandra 
Cbaiidhun lutd joined them. Be decided to dy avray and 
fiaid, Old 08 l am, it does not bccume me to dghl at 
tbih Htage of my life. What linrni if Haj Chamlm inherits 
his paternal propLTty and Bits on njy gniti'? It surely 
Ills, Jind if be takes it there will be nothing wrong. For 
mjaclf^ I slioutd like to turn nn ascetic and leave tho rest of 
my days in a lorestr Still life should be preaarvi'd anyhow.’* 
Then lie called ('band to his presence and asked his 
opinion. Cliand ^ald, *' If you give mo order, I ib not 
fear. I atti pcaily U* fight with Mmmwar Gar.i," But the 
old Chandlun-j replied, '* Many a time hove I fought with 
luy enemies, hut Ihb iitnir there la a iniAgiviug in my 
hrarl and a presentiment boding diasstor. Who will 
live and who will die nobody can say now. If [ die, it 
does not matter much, for I am already old. But If my 
nephew Baj Chandra dies, there will lie nnu^ to light tlus 
lamp in my Imufle," Chand said, “ What can I say to 
this? If pa are so determined, I cannot dieqbey your 
order," 

The whole family retined in precipitous haste, and ou 
the way Rajendra Chaudhuri hoard tho luund of the 
30 
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war drutD lieateD by the enemy and he hnatened to leave 
his jurisdiction. When Monowar Oazi came to the ptt frw 
lie saw neither men nor beasts in it. He liad a placard 
raised at the front gate of the palace in which the name 
of Raj Chandra whb iivacribed. People learnt from this 
that Raj Chandra was now the owner of tlie whole 
property. 

Monowar Qasii whose heart was burmsg in grief for 
his nepbewfi ordered the drivers of ebphanU to seek 
out Rajendrn from wherever he could lie found. He 
promised them ample rewords. The drivers of elephants 
tried tlieir level licsi to find out the fiying Raja. The 
whole locality was covered with dust as the elephants with 
their huge legs beat the ground, driven by the Mohwfr, 
But nowhere conld wiy doe he found as to Rajendra'a 
wbereabouta. (Lj_ 3 . 54 ^ 


ii) 

Now lei us change our topic and give an aocoont of 
Raj Chandra. He approached Monowar Gaaj and aaid, 
" Pardon us, Chaudhuri Sahib. My unde hns fled to 
some place wbieb is r)uito unknown. N« need of proclaim- 
ing war ony more. 1 am now perfectly happy. Sou 
kindly do take posseesion of the gadi and sit in tfe Durbar 
Hall. For myself, 1 shall be ijuito coulcnt if you appoint 
me os a constable or a peon under you.'* When Monowur 
Oaii heard these words, be affootionatcly embraced Baj 
Cboodra and said, *' Tt h your father’s property. !t is 
for you to take possession of it. Ton need not feel aorry; 
just make yourself quite comfortable in your father's 
palace." 

Raj Chandra ai this stage could not suppress his feelinga 
but cried out. He eoid, ** I have sinned against my 
tmele in a hundred ways, Tt is due to my fattlt that all 
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llicac unfortunate events have happened. My father vim 
dead wlien 1 was a lUUe child and my uncle nursed me 
with every care anil aJIecliotu Had nol iny unde done lot 
ute what he dirt iil that time. luy property would have 
gone to rack and l uin." 

Thou he iinptor»1 the tiaisi toforgivu and forget. “ You, 
my lord, tiiterveiic and bring about arcccndltation bolweon 
me and my iiaole. If you accede to my humble wlsbeB in 
tilts res^tfot, 1 will myself go and seek him out.” 

I'he tlaia sold. ” AJl right, I give you perittmion to go 
and bring your uncle here,” 

KoJ Chiiiidrn proceeded towards the honee and asked 
every man ho met news about his unde. Enquiriug in 
this wny he oiio do) came to team tluit Rajendrs had 
concealed bimsolf with hia people in the forest of 
Knrimpur. 

Thither did Raj Chandra go m all basic and aoughl for 
the nld man. tU- i-32,) 


( 5 ) 

Bajcndra saw litut hie nephew was uotning towards 
him like a mad man in u wild manner. He did not fear 
but at pni:e ran to embrace him and said, ” If you heve 
come to kill mo. nophew, I Hliall be glad to receive that 
sentence from you ” But Haj Chandra could not soy 
anything in roply. He only cried like a child and embruced 
him affectionately, calling him unde, ” U is I lliat have 
olways given paiu to your heart by dimibeying your orders. 
From infancy up you liave sbnwn me every afecBoii, i tell 
you, uude, 1 no longer desire to have onj property, t*omp 
with me mid ait on the ijadi as usual. 'I’he only thing 
thnt paliiB me is the recollection ol the affront that tlie sbive 
Chaiid has offered me at your order. We need noi fighi," 
When RajenilTB liasril his neplmw's words he called 
Cluuidlohis prceeuc-c. The hem cumc uad fdJ at tlio 
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feet uf !Uj Clmudra Chaudliuri eraving pardua with theae 
werde, “ Vnu are my miiiiUir'a mid und toy npuster as welJ. 
Whatever I may have done may you kindty pardon nncl once 
more take me itiio your confidence.'' With thcae werda, 
he cried and iihovred hie repuntanee by aCaisdiug silent. 
Knj Chandra pardoned him and they ull retumet) lo their 
palace. Mono war Gsiii had a long talk vvith Hajendm and 
they eventually came to a settlement. At Manuhar Crazi’s 
order Itnj Chandra was placed on tire ^adt and the Moslem 
Chief tisked .Rajeiulrs, " l>o yon agree to thia arrange^ 
ment?'' Bejendra said, " i am perfectly satisfied. Let 
my nephew rule the country. For myeell, I nin going to 
the holy city of Ben a res to spend there the few retraining 
doys that I may be permitted to live/' 

Let Miihamtuiidana ntcilc the rioniii of .Allah and 
Hindus that of Ram. Everybody's wishea have, I believe, 
been ruilUled. (ljl. 1 - 42 ,) 


Supplement. 

In one of tiic versmne collected from obscure sources 
a few pages more arc attached to this poem by way of 
auppleiutintfttion. The account given tberein la crude and 
[ do not like to give a full translation of the episode 
described in it. T will, however, give a aainmary of it. 
Tile supplement refers to the imgio end met by Chatid, the 
general of Bnjeadrii Chuudbtirl. It is said that the nnin, 
Ihuugh horn of a low ca«tc, became very proud afterwards, 
mid tliought that all ttw siicccssea nchieved by his nsosier 
were due to him, so that he waz the real lord of the countiy. 
He one day come to the Durbar and haughtily tender^ 
resignation to his master. Thoru was, however, a belief 
lurking in hie mind that Rajendra would not accept the 
resignation but would feef completely cowed down, as he 
considered the services of his geiieral indtspetioahle. But 
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to hie surprise and duappomtmfiiit be saw that Ibe nld 
Chiiuilbim accepted tbe resignatioD, wntiiout eveo nskiug 
huu ouce to reconaider hie resotutioor. Grui^ibliitg at this 
attitude of bis ntaeier, he saw tbe Cbief Baui Sunaiualu 
and expressed to her his mdigoation, cursing the fauuJy 
of the CiiaudUuns iiud holding out some very iuRuHing 
threats. The Bani was a woman of outetaniiipg personality 
nud did not brook this conduct in her servant. She had 
him turned out from the palace by force. 

Cbond did not bng survive this Laeulting trcatmenl. 
It IB eaid tliat his great physical strength left him within 
a fnw days and that be had fniDting 6ts during one of 
which he fei) into a puhlio drain without any power to rise 
from the filth in the midst of which be was rolling. Hia 
whole body was merged in the dirty and muddy pooi 
and Rani Sonamaia who happened to pass by tlte place 
at the lime saw that two red-hot eyea were blaxing from 
the drain, which appeared like fire. She was afraid that 
it was an apparition that she saw and hit her brazen 
pitcher at the eyea, and this was the fatal blow that ended 
what hod temainod of his life. (lil, 1-72.) 
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StUa (an Alibravmtiun of SkL * Kulakluiita/ one 

With Jnckj signfl) was bom at Thaknrkoon, a Tiilaga in tbs 
Snlj-DiTiaiotk of Nctrakona in the Diatriot nl Mymomingh 
about tbe year 1776. She was the daughter of one Rum 
Dcs\ a NnmaBudra, one of the depressed caaiud of Bengal. 
Her mol!ter*» nnme waa Jayiara, Buk hud two brothers, 
named Raba and Dukhia. 

.Muaie was once a favourite subject with the Hindu 
women in India. No womnn was considered acooinpliabed 
without a high prohciency in that acieoce. Baroswati, 
the goildeasof loorning in the Hindu mythobgy, is repre¬ 
sented 03 carrying u bofik in one hand and the musicaj 
iuHtrumenti the binn, tu the other. Bonokrit poetics^ 
enuiueratiRg the quaiillcationa of a woman of the highest 
type, the Padmini, lay stress on " music and dance aa 
the two essential qualities that she should possess. 

The downiall of Hindu RUpromacy was followed by a 
dark pericid in Indtsn history, when oppressions, tho chief 
victims of which were women, liecame rampant. And no 
woman who had the reputation of beauty or any persotMil 
acnompitshment in tfie Hindu communityt however high 
her sUtiiH might be, was considered free from the risk of 
being carried away by men in power. Many of the ballads 
show tbe ruthless ways of Ihi^ men and their beari-reml- 
itig oppressions of biii]ds<.iine women. History offers etrih* 
mg instances which corruborate the acDonuts fumishod by 
die ballads. There were many noble woiuen like Padmini, 
wife of Rhimsingh, tlirougboui India who courted death, 
preferring Jahar Bmtn to dishotmuf, and the fate of Ronai 
and Malua were no fiolitary examples of tbia widespread 
brutal treatment uJ the softer sex. Tbe Portuguese and 
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the piretes ajjsii achieved notoriety by heir ruth¬ 

less cruelties whiuli Bengal rcimetnbers with a thrill tn her 
nursery songs iind nipa^kaihas. 

woinJur ihiii under these {HKtiiliar circumstances 
i>ur wuniGii should give up inustc aad line arts geuereliy I 
Cultivation of toiider arts was sure lu iittnu:t notice of the 
ruffians, nnd ttu; Qiiidu society wns obliged to subject the 
woinaii-hiTid to many of the restricUons that we find now. 
The pence which we are enjoying rnidflr the British mie 
has ro-upened the portals of music to our ladies, thimgb 
the present communEiI strife will be retarding the progressive 
culture of oiir woiiten in tin? direction, if this state of 
affairs in allowed logo on unchecked. 

Inspite of the T«?trictiQij» imposed on the ladies of the 
upjier gradea, the lower classes have always enjoyed full 
liberty in respect of music and dance. The Vaishnava wo* 
men publicly sing aongs—^nny, earn their livelihood by 
following tliia as their avocation. Hall a ectitury ago ia 
the old Kavt partieij we found men and women of the de¬ 
pressed castes singing and dancing togetlicr on festive 
occasioiis. Tlmugh owing to the morbidness of iaem 
iliat chBrocterisTd thetr amatory song and dance, llnstsc per¬ 
formances are no longer favoured by tlie more refined 
OOCieiy. 

Buk had a silvery vnicn which could be pitched to a 
liigii iwinl in harmony with inBirtiniemal music iind it was 
Ml aw«"t that it kepi the audience spell-hound on the spot. 
When aa a yming girl, she sported uitti her voting c<irapan- 
iona, it was she who played the part ollhV«|iief singer, 
amgtng bridal wtnga in i|je marriage of thcir dolls. 

Her lather was proud of her aecotnplialiments and 
marrieiJ her to a young man named Jay Hari, a tslealed 
young man noted for bis handsome uppearttiice, Hum Dev 
fasd desired to keep Jay Hari as a " tf/ntr-pjnioi " • giving 

' Ob* sp and pBrnaDCbUr HtCed lb lh« hUnr-in-ltw'* bviua. 
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hjni a sJiorp of tiia property cqunity with his fions. Bat 
young Jny Huri got ili^gustteil with tlic world and Hed 
away one night, and nobody could tniee where he hnd gone. 
This ttiishap made Suin miaeraltle for life. Though 
ebi! was kDowii to be ii hiinclsotno wnmun, yet 

she possessed .t grace and lovelittcKf which made bor 
personality striking, and people likiwl her for her ami able 
nature. 

She met her fate with a entra fortitude but nerer Id 
her life gave up )jer ahell-hnicelota and the red sign of luck 
or the pmetioe of taking fisli which are forbidden 
to widows. Not for a day in her long life did she give up 
the hope that her husband would cetiirti, end the lew' lines 
of her pcelLniinary prayer (It. sftMWt furnisli ua 
n striking evidence of Iww foiidJy she cherished 
the Eiope of seeing him once more. She did not for 
ti day cease to pride in lier Liisbund Ihoiigh he had gone 
away forEakiog her sto cruelly, ntid her pathetic appeal 
expressed in the Vast line of her prelimiaary hymoe 
wiEhiog him to come to her st least for o few minutes be¬ 
fore she died touches our heart by the siiKcnty of her dewo* 
tinn and the ardent love with whieli «ho cherished the me¬ 
mory of her dear lord. 

When years rolled hy and still the lord of her 
heart never returned, she prepared heruelf for meeting her 
miafortiine with courage and patience. Possessed of a 
quick mernory, she got by lienrt any song sung by stray 
singers nn the wayside even when she beard it once, and 
thus her momory became a storehouae of songs, Kiwcialfy 
tliOiie relating to the gods of the Hindu mythology. Bo great 
was the devoticmnl fervour with which she sang them, 
that peoph wept at their pnilma and hecanie full of udmi- 
mtioti for her. In the counirystde there was no want of 
her ndintrers and her society wa# sought for by the w'ornen- 
folk of tlie noble houses of Ihe loctihty 
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After liviPjj with her hmthera Raba and Dukbiu till tho 

death of her failier, ahe came to the viUiige of Chhatrasir 
and settled there at the Ikiusc of a nephew (siater's aoti) of 
hers. Here she resolved to get some cdumtion. It wee a 
bold step for a womajt belonging to the Xaiiittsudra caste. 
TJiere was, (mweter, a school-uiaator in the vilhige, namwl 
Chbaurtu Nath, who Wiis of a ihjiu passionate nature. Be 
took jiains to iicquaint lier with the Qjyater;^ of letters. 
With her quid: lUtelligejne she picked up Bengali in n 
short time, Shu Iniif [laid hur tribute of gratitude to Chbannu 
Nath in her preftminiiry verses (11. fJ0-4(l). SIjc could 
now read for licrsdl the Bhagavat and other scriptures m 
Bengali, nod as she read them, her mind found a sJolace 
which spirituality hrings unto a distresaed wuj. 

Him began U> composti songs lieraeJl and tijcso are 
characterised by a simplicity mtd devotion, which soon 
gaincil fur her n wide-spread fame iii that luoahty. She 
gathered a band of singers round tier, of whom sfie beeame 
the hctid, and she gradually achieved so great a 
fume that any festive ceremony in Netrakomi and 
adjacent plucos, which could not engage the services 
of tin* reputed musiciaii, was ro[i«idurL>d void of its 
principal uttraotion. In the houaes of the landed 
ortaUicracy with which h*nafem Myraensingh abouiHla she 
had gained an uiidtepuied status, and ladies of liigii rank 
favoured Imr for Imr unirpie taients. One of these, the bte 
Hatit of Gliagra, made endowment of considerable lands 
to her in the village of Chhatrasir. She got profuse gifts 
of urnninedts. valuiblo utenwils and clothes on these festive 
occasions and the fca she charged for singing a p^i varied 
from Rupees t«n to Rupece twcnty^Cve per night. 

Thus lived this remarkable woman till a good old &ee 
dying about the year 1660 . ' 

It IS not difficult for us to account for tlie great local 
fame which shtt^had acquired j,, life a^ ^ singer and poetess. 


PREFACE TO GOPIM KIETTaN 317 

Her poeiM Are eJHiuieitely sweet. They will remind one 
of the pathos and ainipJe charm of Mrs. Hcmnne’ songs. 
Simplicity IS the charBCteristic of Suta's songs. There is no 
aff^tadoii. 110 effort Jn them and they flow with n naiurat 
easy grace, TW obi. no donbl tfiat she was 
lospired hy great faith, and this spiriiual trail, yrorni- 
neni m ail tlnit she wrote, han inreateit her poetry with a 
wngolor cliann, talking her poems iittrnctive t« all pimis 
H.nd,« wh. Wiei-e i„ Hiaa„ ffljiWos,. 
voice Iral 0 auprenB InuTwt to licr Moipwii™, 

M the) hcvetel, 

^ dKU o; the clurni tor iihidi her wrag« were onw to 

Qiglily mvoutti^d, 

Vt-l. living as wre go ip HP atmosphere of hiah 
tBimemenEand culture, we may read her wngi with intcreat 
and pleasure ami l« still impmased with signs of pietv and 
simple failli which jiervade them. ' 

rt ahmild be remembered that she doe* not belong to 

the school of \fiisfmava (loets fiuown as PManas 
«iOgs are of a surpassing rjuaJity a„,l excetJence. In 
KiiJa B ncooiiot of Rftdhft.KrisJma love, them is no «ma- 
mcntaiiim, nn tiftistic display Eint! none ollliose inirinaic 
Pfietie Biiggestiohs, which reveal the mystic import of 
aj^navn Bangs, Nor do we find evidence m iwr writings 
Of that finiBbcd aeeihelic taste which in the Vaishnavn 
songs vapturuB our hearts by the beauty and elegance of 
« highly artistic poetic language. II is in'tlic genial flow 
of her Lhoughta. pure as erysiul and full of appeal in their 
fMtbos, that wc find her at her best. She has given the 

Itopular version of the early life of Krisimu as dcscriM m 

Ids Rluigavat and other scriptures of the Vajshriavas, Her 
poems belong purely to ballad fiterature. They articulate 
ruralthoiighta in the rustic language of villagers and should 
aru lie taken a.B forming a part of clasaicBl Bengali or even 
of its cultured literature. We have got these poems from 
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006 belonging to a i]epresj»d clneii without any preteneion 
to higher culture. Her aetUlmeiiU arc like the water of a 
viltage pimd whicli iiiby^i the tliim oi tlia rural people of a 
aniall locality. They not, lipwcver, possc'fts tUc vigour, the 
vnetiM^ of outlook of a river ntarching to the eea. Those 
who share iu her faith fully believiug without a queation 
it) the iliviiity of Krishtut nnrl in the hnliucsA of Hb actions 
will Appreciacc her the most. But there is no BUggeBtion 
in her vcm>s, no solulton of the penannial question of spiri¬ 
tual ByiiiboJism in her poGins, which the Padakurtas give us 
m the same Held iintbr the covert veneer of ideiilisiu, making 
their lyrical songs a part of world'a higher poetry. The 
interrst of Sula‘s poems may flag beyond a certain limit, 
and outsidtu's, unless their eyruiiathy and love for the orient 
is great, may not relish the stnngs as we. the people of 
Bengal, would Ho. 

Sula's {loetry in our tranalation may be considered 
coiiimouplucc and crude. The purjBt!> may often find fault 
with her expressions. Where the Hindu mind with its 
hundred aBSoctations feels interest io topics of time-honour¬ 
ed religtoue traditions, IIk* outsider may imt be inclined to 
euter tbe inner shrine of lu?r devotionnl feelings. Many 
things that create a etortn in the mind of the orthodox 
Hindu may appear stale and Hat to the purely literary 
reader. Yet our foreign readunt will find in the poem a 
pbdsi] of IWha-Krishnn love which h most populnr in 
Bengal, even to-day. 

The last episode in tliis poem where Radha stands 
redeemed in public cstinveition b undoubtedly the beet in 
Suta's whole writings—Rndha wlio foi^akce her hnsiiADd and 
surrenders herself itbsulutely to the wishes of the Lord, is 
abuiied by her kith and kin Tb* voice of scandiiI is the 
loudest and Krishna vindienteu her chfirm tcr by a )iu|ier- 
mitnrtil action, ’I'bis is the cpistHlc, But even an out¬ 
sider, reading lielweeri the Uiie>, will di>t<viver the myatic 
philosophy underlying f he incident 
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Krishna is oailed by tbn Vai'alioavas the LiUt-tmy. 
find no adequate-Koglish equivalent for tbia wiard. Take 
for UKstanco a flower ; God shawa His marvelioua design in 
its Croat ion over wtiicb Xhn poet, tbe artist, and tbo man of 
science will far ever ponder, Tot It is created for a day only. 
The merciless Maker destroys it after allowing it a brief 
life oi joy. Why did He create and wby did He destroy ? 
The baby’s hoe, the alx>de of alt that is divine, becomes 
disfigured by disease. Yet wbat offence has it dune to 
deserve it? ** What a piece ul wurk is man I" cries Ibe poet, 
“ How DobSe io reiLSoii 1 How infimtc tii faculty I to rurin 
and Rioviog bow express and admirable [ In action biw 
like on angeJ I Tbe beanty of tlie world! The paragon of 
animols I and yet this qumtessentie of dust," is created and 
destroyed like a plaything by inscrutnble Provideoce I 
Can ethical laws explain this ercr-cbongjog wbcels of 
existence? The Vniahnavan call all this Hts fife. Like the 
child He is playing, making and breakiog nt His sweet will, 
[f we itivoid Him %vitb the wig of a judge tlisgtenaing his 
judgment in on even-banded way, tive aplrjttial problem is 
not solved, A tbimsand inequities stare us in tlic face and 
bow arc we to aeconnt for tliom? Duty, Justice and all 
such words born of Etbics do cot help us in tlie ililemma. 
Duly wurLs within certain limitations ; it is nl l)«st the 
servant's function. But tbe mother, and ibe true wife, 
are not impelliuJ by fluty, tliey are imfXflbil by bvc. 
The eihicnl laws occupy a plitoe inferior to those of 
Jove. 

Tlie jiitges sit in judgment over an innocent man 
and sumetiuies givesi the ornlor of copitnl punishment on 
him. What will the innocent man say to his ifod in 
bis prayers? The Vaishuava tviil, placed in aiicli a 
condition, lay in the language of their greatest [»oet 
Chandidae: *' f do not know what is good or what is had 
I even know nut if f am u ainuer nr a oatot—1 Jiave given 
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myseU up fully uaio you—Play with me as you will. 1 
kouw tlist thore h uo otbar way for me than to love, wait 
and leam/' 

The niMi^h-ahiijjed RadJia wa« m this plight. She 
loved the Lord with her whole lieart and He saved Itor 
from the great acatidal which clouded her fair name bv a 
marvel. Her himiility which ahowa the spiritual wealth 
of heriumi is striking in tite episode. Those who vaunted 
of leading a mond life, shrank into a corner, and she 
who loved with hor humble spirit full of lowly and 
child-likc stnipiicity and resipnatron rose to the highest 
piimoole of jftory. This episode pfove* ins wraewbat erode 
way that the ethical rules and an arrogant Gelf-conacicnw- 
nesa have not the saving grace which love alone claims in 
the spiritual world. 

The livta of Chrlsl and KrishiKi preaent many points of 
agreement and Growae uud other scholara have dwelt 
on them. Even in the popular Vaishnavistn one wilt be 
struck with analogies showing that Christianity and Vaiahna- 
vism have ftmiy andenjahlG points in common with one 
another. From Cbundidas down to the lateat Vaishnava 
lyrical wrtterst the poets havo laid a great stress un the 
efficacy of the Holy name in the spiritual worlrL Tlje 
hymns of tlw Vaishtiavas will assuredly remind one of tlie 
paaltns. We refer tiur milerfl lo psalnu 8, : ; 25 , 11; 31 , 
3; 34. 3; I3«, 2: 6<J. 30; 72, IT; US, 1; 148, 6; 14S, 13; 
149, 3; m, 4. 

The songs of SoliimdU have paaaages which when 
iranslaied wnnld road like passages from the Vaishnava 
poets, f rerfef to one p^l^^^4lge ;— 

“My beloved ppake and said unto me; My fair one. 
rise up, my bvc, my fair one, come away. Epr lo, the 
winter ia mat, the ratti in over and gorm. The nowera 
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appear on the enrth, the time of the siDgiiig of birds is 
come and tlie uoioe «f llie tnrtle ia beard in our land. The 
6 g tree putteth her green figa and the vinee with tlie tender 
grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair otm, and 
come away." 

(Psfthns. Chop, 2. 10-13,) 

The religious dance of the Vaishnavas has a potaliel in 
that of tl» Christians and the psalms have many a reference 
to the same. “ Praise hie name with timbrel and dance. 
Praise with atriugod instruments and organs," (Psalm 
150,4.) " Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing 

praise upon the harp unto our God," (Psalm 147, 7.) 
"Let them praise the name of the Lord." (Psalm 146, 6.) 
** Let them praise his name in the dance," (Psalm 119, 3.) 

We have in the songs of Solomon (Ch. 4,9) such tinea 
ae " Thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes " 
—Behold thou art fair roy love ; Thou ha^t dove's eyes " 
(Chs. 1-16), 

The lined " I looked on my right hand and belaid, 
but tbfire was no man that would know me, rofuge 
failed me; no man cared for my soul " (Paaltn 142, 4) will 
Ttmlnd one of Chandidae'a ^ 15 ^ 

^ OTf 'ttr? I ITVt ^ C^, *ttt, aftft 5Tifn 

ami the lines "Oh 1 tlwt I bad wings like a 
dove 1 Ifor then would I tly away and be at rest" (Psalm 55, 
6 ) will recall Vidyapati*» afw ate." "All they 

that see me laugh metoEcom" (Psalm ‘22,7) will remind one 
of many paasageji of Chandidas, such aa ^ifiTffl ■ic>t 

elsTcs t^|*||4 fTff^ ?TI !T*fT5 

^ " Let ibc righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness 

and let him reprDseh me it shall be an excellent oil (P8,i,liii 
141, 5) re-echoes the seiitimenta oJl Ohatididas, " 
c*i CTTi p»5i pn, ^ ^ 

Afvj? fest firm 1" 
tl 
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Id this poem of Sula UMugb it is so simple and without 
preteoaions to any religious propsgaada, tbs reader will 
bait over many a line that wi)] renund him of the pealma 
and of the Song of Soop. 

Dcnesh Chaxuiu San 


Gopini Kirttaa 

Firat oJ all dii 1 pay my humble respecta to the feet of 
my jfMru. It waa he who created in me a taste for the 
Holy Name which has aince grown to be my only refnge 
Id the world. Hard as stone waa this mind of mine and 
it IB now roitdered joyous and soft as a flower garden. It va 
all owing to the Holy Name that be has given me. I am 
like a stiff and boicen metal. Verily la my guru like a 
touch-stone, 'Whatever be touches with hla hands Irons- 
muLes itaelf Into gold and becomes a thing of valne. 

To ray teacher who took charge of my education next 
do I pay my humble salutations. Darkness covered mo and 
unconacioua of everything around, I lay lifcc one void of 
sight. It was my te«t',her who imparted knowledge of 
things to me and opened my eyes, as it were, to this 
strange world of ours. 

Next do I pay my worshipful respects to Vishnu with 
his two consorts Laksbmi (Goddess of Portuno) and Boru- 
swati (Goddess of fjeaming). Hara do! praise the great God 
Siva and his consort Parvati, residing in the Holy Mount• 
Kailas. [ Bjdd'~%B a hymn to Maha Visfanu whoic abode 
ii in the milky sea—to Brahmat the Creator, Viahnu, the 
Praserver, and Bhiva, the Destroyer of the Universe. With 
clasped hands do I pray to Gauri for her blessings. My 
tribute of respects ! offer to the angels presiding over teu 
directions and to the darling t^n of Konda, the Lord of 
cowherds, 

Oh Saraswati, the goddess of learning, with joint hands 
do 1 olfer my prayers to you. By your kindness have I 
ventured to approach this teamed assembly to-day. With 
the flying end of my mri placed round my neck, here do 1 
salute you, oh my audience 1 Bless toe that I may please 

{m) 
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you by my song. May my rhyinw elicit yotir gracious 
pardoQ, bowcvflr poet md faulty they may be. 

Next do I address my humble prayers to my hiinlmnd. 
Oh my lord I t wish lor your bleaamga with whole-hearted 
flincerity atid devotion, Alas I Where la it that you have gone, 
to what distant lands, never to return to this unhappy 
home? But whereTOr you may be, I, your devoted vrife. 
shall always take glory in Iwiog called thine. Ton are the 
true lord of my heart and may God beep my heart hxed to 
your feet for ever! I do not blame you. What has 
happened was ordained by luck over which no uue can have 
a control. My only proym^my only sweet hope of life is 
that before I die, I may eee your face bnt once. 

Now let me offer ray tribute of toviug respects to Badlsa 
nndErtehna to the sacred Vrinda grovea. On these 
topics T am going to sing a song to-day. 

Next to the gods, I should offer my prayers to the 
Vaialmava mastera who are full of compnsaioo for the 
™rld. You should bines me, oh Vaiahnavaa. asssmbM 
here, for I era a sinni’r who deserves your grace for her 
shortcomings. 

Lust of all, I bow to the feel of Chhannu Nath, ft 



What do T know of composing a hymn or aonir? Mav 



Oh. Tlwu the Ld«1 of tha Universe, lam a Cljandal by I 
but thmi art not void of sympathy even for one wlio i 
low. This is the humble prayer of Sula that ter heart 


rest at Thy feot. 


(U-1-44.) 
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Tbb Biuth of Kaishna. 

Tile planet Botiini wub AAcendaot in tbe finusm«nt at 
the luiur. It iv'Afi tbe eighth of tbo wBoing moon, tlie 
Imiir and time were mutpiRiotif. At such a ludtj moment 
did Iirij$iiita, the Lord of tbeXJiiivei»e, como to thU warld of 
Qure, 

It WAS the montb of September (Bhadra) am) He the 
Lord vtns boro of DaivoJti in Iha priaon of Iving Kimsa nt 
tbe depth of night. Tbe angels from Heaven aim veered 
Qawerit on the spot. The thirty millions of gods oppressed 
by Kamaa rejoiced nt tbe Saviour^e birth. Ho, live Lord of 
the Uiuveise, was bom in full glory in mortal ebetpu and 
hundreds of Moons shone forth from the divine etuld. 

When Daivaki saw the babe, alie was struck by tbe 
divine offitigonce issuing from it and cried out in sorroir, 
" Oh God, 'A-hy hast tboii given me each a child Vosp- 
deva, the father, said, "Tlie child seema to me to he a 
diiriuo thing. It U not human. As soon as Kamsa will 
see it, he vrill take it away aiul strike its head against a 
stono. Thus will the child be killed in our prei-ence, 
I wliJ instantly lake it to the house of my friend Nanda 
Obose secretly, so that the wickcil Kiiiasa iniiy not be 
aware of his birtU.’^ 

Thus Vaaodeva got out of tlu* prison wiili the Iwhy. 
Darkness prevailed in sky and in land, snd tbont was no 
peace in his mind. The air was drissling rain on ol] 
mdes and often did he slip hts fret on the wet slippery 
ground. He was seixed with fear lest any one saw him 
going with the child. With great eaiitioii, colteoUng all 
his courage tbe anxious falhnr went slowly on. He oame 
near the banks of tbe Jnmns. Drops of rain fell gently 
on tite head of the child hui tbe hydra-lieadcd Anania 
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utifuldeil atJ Lis Laods like nd Qinbiclla add protected the 
child. Vasu waa alarn'kui] at ihe aight of iLe high waves. 
Tlifi other Lank waa so distent that tic saw no trace of It. 
The water woe deep and the darknea? of tlic night made it 
letrihle to look at. With Krishtift^the master of the 
ferrj,—leading raoii from tliia to Iho other world, Vosn was 
fearing as to how be would cross llie Jumna,—Itow strange! 

It Was a wild Bocne. The deep Llock waters over 
which sat night like a curtain of grim clouds, appeared 
iropossable and impenetrable. Despairing of crossing the 
river, he sat on the bank and began to muse. Al this 
moment the black clouds roared and it seemed that all the 
godB of Heaven showered teara taking pity at this coudition 
of Vasu. The winds blew on all sides swiftly and tlie dash 
of lightning now and then came to the rescue of the 
iUiiTOwing father, showing him some rays of hope. In the 
(itiick lights ho wondering It observed a jactal walking 
acroaa the river from one end to the other. The sight 
filled hia mind with Iiope and courage, and be at n mv came 
down to the river. Vosu, to his great surprise, found that 
a alioal liad lieeti strangely formed on the bed of the 
Jumna, The divine child played a trick liere hy suddenly 
slipping rmt of his father’s hand into the mid-river. He 
began to beat hia bead and m-y aloud. At his sorrow the 
Very aim and the moon hiilden in tlie blue aky seemeil to 
weep in the form of rain drops. *’ Oh, what a wretch am 
X! said Vosu, "I have allowed such a treasure of mine 
to be lost ip the watera.” He sought for the chUd with 
his handa overatretched and how glo^ was he to find jt 
once more 1 With the baby in hia arms be came to the 
other bank. It was like a poor inaii getting great richea 
all on a suddeii or Uke a blind man restomd to hia eyes 
so overjoyed was Vosu in getting back the bat nne. He 
looked At tbe face of the child again and Bgaip anl it 
seemed that hie happiness knew no bmmda. In glow pace 
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did be advance and at last reached the bouse of Nanda, 
tbe Icing of the milkmen of the Vrinda grovsB* He peeped 
into the room of Jaaodi and found her nleeping with a 
bab)' by her aide, a girl just born. He took the little girl, 
placing his own baby in Ita place and forthwith returned 
to the prison and ebo^^'ed it to the wicked Eamaa ever on 
watch, when he oncfuired ne to what child had been bom 
of Daivaki, 


" Hear me, oh lord. This girl I have got, no mate 
child." 

ivamsa look the little girl and was about to dash its 
head against a stone. Just then the baby slipped out of 
his hands and dew off upwards with the swiftne&s of a bird 
and aseunung the form of an angel, rcpronclKKl Ivamsa 
saying, 

" Thou wicked Kamsa, tlmu dost not know what evil 
would befall thee in the near future. He who will kill 
thee ia now growing at the paiaoe of Nanda, Thou hast 
no power to kill me, I am going to my abode in 
Heaven,'* 

Saying so, the baby, who was the godd^ Durga herself, 
disappeared from view. Sula the poetess sings "Mayest 
thou, oh Goddess I allow me a place at thy feet when my 
life will dose.** {y. I- 74 .) 

Tub Pabtubes. 

Chorus.—Oh Krishna, come with ub to the fields for 
tending the eows. 

On one morning the cow-boys assembled at the hmise 
of Nanda, the king of the Vrinda groves. 

They shouted, Aba, Aha**—a word cament amongst 
milkmen to turn the cows in the right direction. Sridam and 
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Sudani siiid, '*Oft Krialma, be readv and wimc with us." 
Bjiliimtti himself eoimded hie horn and cried again and 
ngain, Oh brother iCrishnu, came soon ; do not tarr}'. 
You cannot expet^t m every day to wail on you and eutrast 
you in this manner ? Let ua burry to the pastums. You 
know it well that the cowfi do not more a bit if they do not 
bear the sound of your dute. Behold how eagerly are they 
tvaiting with uplifted eara for eatching that aouid," 

Wfaen the familiar sound ** Aba, Aba " was heard by 
Jasoda, she hold her son close (o her breast, and aaid, I 
(ttn not going to allow him to go to the holds to^y. 
Liston to too, my dear Sridam and Budam, and oh my 
darling Balarsm,—excuse me for this one day. 1 am not 
going to part with tny son. People hare ftre or soren or 
more children. But mine is only onct and the wicked 
Eamsa is his sworn enemy, All of you know it well.'* 

Sridam and Sudam advanced a few steps and with eyes 
ghslening with tears said, You do not know, oh lady, 
what the olfect O'f your cruel words is likely to bo. If you 
do not let him go with ua, wo wtU die here. This is 
our vow, r>oyou think that it is merely for a fun or a 
whim that we want him to go with us ? He is our very 
life and soul, if wo meet death, it is he tvho restores us 
to life. This boy of yours is a charmer. Ho does wonder¬ 
ful things. We promise pot to take him very far into 
the forest. I^et him l»' ready, venerable queen. We 
assure you, we wilt keep a close watch over his move¬ 
ments.'’ 

The mother could not resist the appeal of the tads and 
b^an to robe her child with tears in her eyes. Bhe 
said, “If you are determined to go to tlie pasture leaving 
your poor mother weeping at home, come, 1 will robe 
you suitably." 

He woa playing in the compound of the fwiiae. BIw 
gave him a hundred kwses and took him into her nrms. 
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She cleaned bis liody and helped him to wear hia ilbttm. 
On biB nock ahe pJuced s garland of nabagun/o. She deco¬ 
rated Ma lieiid with ilie pirtonfaejue ptatnes of a peacock. 
The head'dress was placed slatutingK and il added grace to 
Ilia face. The ciiwks and the noae of the gay lad were paint¬ 
ed with and aigHE. From hU earn hung pcarl- 
pcnilenta and hia eyca were decorated with the black paint 
Kaijal, He was made to wear a beautiful pair of ankleta 
on hiB feet, and the waist-belt with jingling pcjidenta mode 
marry uound m be walked. In one hand he held the cow¬ 
boy's crook and in the oti«r bis flute. Though n prince, 
he was given a rope to bind the cows os that was the trade 
of hits caste. He wore in his hands a pair of golden brace¬ 
lets. On his arms the hajw ahooe brightly and a golden 
locket adorned his breast. Soon glass-beads and cowries with 
ft crooked tiger'* nail set in gold dangled on his breast. 

Thus robed and decorated with ornaments the cliarm- 
iug cowherd was again taken into hts mother's arms and she 
shed tears incessantly at the thought of parting with him. 

As a caution tliat no beaat and no reptile of the woods 
would dare touch him in the forest, the mother mildJy bit 
the little Unger of Krishna with her teeth. In the flying 
end of the dharo did the doting mother tie a little ntora 
filled with tluclwned milk and butler. It would serve as 
refreshment when the child would bo fatigued and 
hungry. Prom her left foot she took a little dust and 
placed it on itie forehead of her son. With lier spit she 
made a sign on his forehead to ward off any sviJ that 
might lurk in the forest, She then began to recite the 
infallible rnfrjAa raantra which would preserv'c him from all 
dangers. 

By the time the cow-boys were oil assembled Ibare. 

Now, revered Indy, it ie high time already. Give ua our 
Krishna and moke do more delay "—sings Gula, iho 

poetess. (Ua-aS.) 
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Thr MoTHEft's Request to tub Ijads 
Choms.—Do not. oh lads, lakv my Krishoii far off into 
the forest. 

“'Voii are to ten'f the oowa in the paatiines dear 
the city so ihnt I may tAich the sound of Kriahna^s 
fjuie. sitting in my room all the wliiJe ; oh Bolsrwn, my 
darlingt yon must always he with him nnd keep watch 
tlial lie may not leave you and go afar* He still bupUs the 
mother's milk, untender is he, 'WlienyoM will go, you 
are to keep him in the middle of tlie party. He must have 
some of pu in front and anme lichiod. The apics of the 
terrible Ksuhsa are always on yonr track. Any time they 
may pot ua to dangers from which there will be no rescue. 
You know well and 1 repeat it that not ave, not seven sons 
have L He is toy only son. And yet do you persist m 
taking him to the forest every day infested with danger- 
He feela hungry at brief intervals ami be will not taste any 
food ojEcept butter, cream and thickene<l milk- See, 
my dear lads, that my child may not lie upset by hunger- 
It breaks my heart to think that he will perspire under the 
scorching rays of the sun. Take him under the cool alui^ of 
a big tree ao that Jw may rest when the sutt is up. Tlje 
cows sometimes wildly nm fast and go to forert-i»atha. 
Take my warning—let him not pureue these animals. 
The sprouting gross often pierces the feel like thome,—eee 
Uiflt Krishna does not tread upon these; the wicked cows are 
there that come dashing with their horns and hurt tboau tho t 
tall in their way hecdloreSy and savagely ; pKitcct Kriahna 
from these wild animate. If he is fatigued ood cannot 
walk, take him into your arms and pardon him if ho if 
found tioing wrong- Do not quarrel when playing in tlie 
pastures. Eatlicr tell tne all about his laulla when 
you return home. Need t say that ho is a fortune to 
his utifnrtunaie mother vouchsafed by divine grace? Those 
eows are a iiource of great trouble and dread to me, for it 
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ia lor \tliat tuj loving cliild is tukcn away Irom me 
every day to wilderaettB beaet wttL dangers. Tljere )> 
noM to whom I can unfold the pain of Diy heart* Alas ! 
who is tliero to HymiMithiBO with me! I have got him by 
liie boon granted me by the groat goil Siva aud his 
consort Ooiiri. My heart tlirohn in fenr whoa be is away* 
Eother should I liko to see all the cows nf King Nando die 
one day in the iiRsturea, reheving me ot dl anxieties for 
my son. Obt Balaram. your mother Itohini knows liow 
dear is Ktislma to me, and whiit 1 have suffered fox him 
all these years ; you axe mere children^ bow can you know 
of it 7 

"Now, i»y lade, return early* This ia my earnest 
request. "* 

Suta the poeleaa Bings, " T will lie awaiting tlw return 
of your child, keeping my eyes fixed to the way-side.’* 

(IiLl-30,) 

Play in PasTtntKS. 

Chitras.—Tluire goes Krishna to the pastures playing 
on his flute* 

With the herd goes Krishna to the pnstures. The 
cowl>uys raise the cry, HArf-r^rd,'* espre-wing the glee 
of tlioir heart and go with him. In front of all is seen 
Balaram sounding Wb hum. Tlien follow Sri dam and 
Sudam, merry fellows, diincuig along tbo path* In front 
and hehind, the cow-boyti go in rows, and when the womon 
of the Vrtnda groves catch the sound of Kiishna's flute, they 
raise the cry "lllu! " ’'Ulu 1 " ns blessings and good wishes 
for tile lads. In a lUgh spirit of ioy Kriahna marches k>- 
wards the pMturaa with liie companions; playing and singing 
in graceful atept^, they all come to the bonk of llw Jumna, 
and lake their seat under the cool shade of the Kadamba 
trees. They play various kinds of play and even when 
Krishna is heatoiii some would say **He has gaiitetl the 
play ■' hut a few would complain, " No, no, it ia not true, lie 


m EASTERN BENGAL BAIRDS 

ie lientan." Lint fud oQQiiis tip lo Hridam uiid eaya, " How 
Ciin play wittt Kdahna? If ht! is bettten you wilt yet 
reward liim aa a victor, ^'by aliotild he lord it over ua 
in this way ? " 

Thus they played and c|timrelledr tmd one day it so 
happened that llie herds came to Ka tidal in for drinking 
water, (LI. 1-10,) 

ICjUflStfA JiJiiPs WTO Tire Lake, 

Chorus.—Lost is he in the great lake. 

The monster reptile Kaliya lived to tbsa lake. Its very 
breath was so [loisonous that even a hill with oil iU ireee 
would be btirat, if it i»«ght the air breathed by the snake. 
It was Itiiowti to everybody that one who would drink from 
the lake would be deed in uo time. The birda that dew 
above ^he lake often caught tile poison of the atmuaphere 
and dropped dead below. 

The cows were thirsty. So as they reached the lake, 
they drank from it to iillay their tltlrat. The cow-boys 
engaged in play knew cot the fate of their charge. When 
their "play woa over, they Bewebed for the l'owb on all aides 
and Krielma wae wilti them. After e fruitless aud 
anAioiiB search, they arrived at the bank of KeLdaha. 

They eaw the oows lying dead there and Krishna knew 
that death was due to the puieouous water they had drunk. 
Them was a Kadnmba* tree on the batik, and Kriahna 
sfieended it straight, bis sbiidow falling on the dark waters. 

The wicked snake was disturbed by the shadow and 
hurried to ihc spot in great rage to bite tht; diirjug bd 
who bail ventured to come so near its alwile. 

’ Thii icUIJtT Ktd*iEiSk ITM nnrlid(» Un dniiMUa, rwi«*4 t>]r [tidwii to 
|S»I t»pS. Wh«r* (btii VM tIA liiTDII DAittf. Bcr loijf Hi* «ukM 1«dl* 

t»)i •«» iNl ifc» lUirJ 0«TWa, «hl1> Ujinn (f>i!T IJW tk} wits aiubropis *1(4 i’b funi 
USj*** btipm. IjM at Att » llUl* pblU m lA*t in. i. lab, r«H. mit« H 

hid inmotil. 



'* Why ilwutd Ha Idnl it otar w ir thi* wy." p, flaS. 

















[be woljieiij. th^' w-ivc j of Uic i^rEriiL prince ^cmlftifi 
^bi-nv '* l\ 
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Right glad wfts Kriduia ti> tlje wicked onie nppraiich* 
tug him. He gave a hjg fump Imaj ihe Kadatnba tpx 
and fell on the dark waters of the Uke. He stood on the 
hood of lite great anako and danced there to bia heart's 
eontenl. The virtues acciuirod by llie eoakc in the various 
cycles of its past lives must have been greiit inched, for it 
got without any pains JCrishna's feel phicod on its hua d, a 
privilege coveted hy Brahma and other gods. 

He stood on the litx)d of Kaliys and the report of this 
woiider/nl sight spread in the region of snakes. Pbe ifaga 
women, tlie wives of the greut princB of snakes, assembled 
there to see their husband. When lliey saw the God of 
gods dancing on his Und. tliey alt bowed down to Him. 
They liehcld Him with eye* jxed in ilevotioo and «mg 
ly-nins surromvllng him. Tlie dance nf ihe Master 
ancer in meny a aportive way pjoased them all and they 
were glnd even at the (kf«ot of tJieir husband, The region 
under the waters tlius l)reathed n giadsome air of spiritnoJ 
wntetu hitherto unknown to them. But the banks of Kali- 

dahawere rent by the wild laments of the cow-boys who 

ih/mgJa Krishna to Ik- lost. Bakram was in wild despair 
and erted like a child. 

Suk, the iKxteaa singe. “Oh, Sndaiq ami gudam and 
bds. do not He tl*e lad wIiom colour is lovelv 
durk-hluo, beloved of you alt, wiU soon come up and join 

(LI. 1-30.) 

Thu Lamksts of thb Cowherds, 

Chomi,—They sJI grieve over Kjialina Baying, '♦ Where 
hast tboa gone. Q KriHlina, leaving yoiir dea/oompamon»^ 
Budom and 

" Wlierc hove you gone, oh Krislmo. leaving all of ita? 
l/ime jmd join us at once rour mother has no cltiid but 
yoir See liow Sridnm and Sudani toll m the dust for grief.* ' 
ava Sudam : '* Why did you jump into tine poiBOiuiu& 
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Sokfi, oh KriBhoBi, teRving 09 ail 90 iiakindly? How cao I 
bear ray life without you? " 

Sridam. 

" V/e canuot bear this cakraitj, L-et us ol( assemble 
here ami juinp into the lake. The poor mother has her 
eyea ott the wnyskle. How can we return boine 

without Krishna to show ourselves to the doting (|ueen ? A 
single treasure she had and none other > What ahould we 
give her in the place of the one lost? Wc have noihing 
to give her, not a word of consoktlon to offor. She cares 
not for anythli^ else in the world save her Krishna, When 
she will get the report of this raistuip, she ta sure to strike 
her head against s stone and kill IjerseU. The milkmen 
will all run mad in ilospair/* 

Some Qoid, " Arise Iruin the watery grave and tarry 
not*" And othors said, ** May he be still living/* 

And All cried in tlie ngoiiics of Llnur great grief. 

At this moment did Krishnu ascend from the bottom of 
the lake to the view of his grieving companions. Their 
sorrows were nit removed and iliey embraced one another 
in the overflowing py of their heart. Krishna sprinkled 
a few drops of water over the dead cows and they were 
mstured to life and once ronre plaj^d with ibeir calves 
with uplifted tails. Jo a high jubLlnni spirit did the hoys 
once man enter the pastures witlt their charges and began 
to play again aa usual. 

The poetess Siila sings, '* I Loo wish to play with you 
even aa the cow-boya did. and may yon, O Krishna! bo the 
lord of my heart/* (LI, 1 - 34 .) 

Rstcibn Houe. 

Chorus.—The cow-boya of Vrinda groves are rotuming 
home from the helda. They raise the gleeful sound '* Hai, 
Hai “ os they march on with the cowa. 
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BAioram^ tb« leader ef tlie boya, now says, “ The aui} ia 
setting, 0 my dear bFotber Krishna, let ub now return 
home/' Saying ao, be sounded hie hom and at the 
signal, the cows with their calves, ail aaeembled there 
ready to start. The brown-coloured otieB ealled Syamali 
and the white cows called Dhavali and a huDdred others 
bleated as they matched with uplifted tails crying, 
Iwmtifl,*' At the head of all went Balaratn, 
sounding bis born and tlie cows ait followed bis signal. 
Behind tbem went Krishna who inarched in a dancing 
gait, ever playing on bis flute. Then followed the 
other oow-boya with their gleeful voices ciying, " Aba, 
Aba” and " Hai, Bai "—raining a ooiifiiscd noise which 
wae heard from a distance. The women of the Vrinda 
groves with Jasoda and Eohlni at their head were all 
awaiting tboir rcium with sacred graas and rice (to bless 
them) in Iheif hands. They all sang “ tUul " “ L’Su t 
indicating their joy. And tlic mllkmuD soundied their 
dmiDS and other musical instrumenta in order to welcome 
tlieir boys. 

Erishna came to bis house with the whole bond and 
Jaaoda the queen received him with all the warmth of her 
heart. She took him in her arrne. She wiped away the 
sweat and dust from bis fane with the edge of her sort. 
5be gave lum a hundred kiisees and blessings. 

“ These incidents of Krishna's life are all honeyed,'* 
sings Sula, the poetese. ” 01) my mind, be merged in them 
and revel in them as long ns you live." (LI. I>Q4.) 


KrISHUA as a FEUKT'^tlAN WITH tHP yOCSC WOMtOf 
OF THE VnUTOA GrOVBII. 

OfiortiA,—Be quick, oh ferry’>man, help us to land 
at Mathura on the other hunk, must sell our articles. 
It is already high time. 
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The life of ICrtsfann presents bo mitoy loT?ble feAtuFcs 
that ii crin compaiTtl only to n «e!i of whidi one sec$ 
no shoro, no limit. 

On? d»y he Itecam^ a ferry-man. Tbe Lont waa a 
ahattcrod one and the ours were nil broken. He sat near 
tUe belm and played a hundrod trioka. He waa in the nuid- 
Ktreain of the Jumna with bis broken boot. Who could 
guetta wbnt tricka he icteniled to play? Tbu gay-headed 
Krishna had turned a ferry lad in order to fascinate tbe 
hearts of the mrlkmaida ami play with them. At tbin ttme 
the Princesa Kadha, daughter of King Vriabiibbanu^ came to 
the landing ghat of tbe river. She saw the shattered bout 
with Krishna at the heim. With her maids Lalitu ond 
nishakha she saw Krishna in that guise and began to 
laugh. 

Biaakita called out, " Oh my young boat-man, new in 
your trade, will you help us to get to tbe other bank ? 
firing your boat quickly. Do not delay. Badha, tbe 
prinroHs, is with us." 

As often as the princesa behold Kriabna in the boat 
dressed like a boat-man« she smiled and stole a glanca. 
She took off her veil erery now and then on some pretext 
or other to catch a sight of the young boat-man. 

Laftlu. 

'* We must go quickly to the other side to sell our curd. 
So Id all haste take ue to (lie other aide. You see we carry 
tlieae pitchers which are full. Tbe sun is up and we 
cannot bear the heat. How bng are we to stand here 
waiting? *' 


fTriikna. 

“ How can I ciiny you all intliU broken bust of mine? 
1 have heard it from old boat-men that you milkmaids am 
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not at all ikf light \raiglit. A^d to tlie weight of jour 
wEJl*^sha{]ed MIj h]D«soBicd roiiod form, that of tha goodo 
you carry. If, by chance, my broken boat siDka in the 
intd-etreani, my earuioga will atop for ever." 

The women became clamorous and all of them cried out 
in a confnacd voice, "You ere a ehameleas felJbvr. 
Why have you become a ferry-man? Hundreds of men 
reiiuire the services of a ferry-man at tliis busy spot. How 
do you work with tills broken boat? Wby are yon hero? 


Krishna. 

" You do uot know the secret of my trade, my lovely 
maids. 1 take my passengers cue by one. 1/ you aro 
really willing to go to the other side, bring your priucesa 
first. By her rank and accomplishmente she deserves to be 
taken first.*' 


The Hifaids. 

** We ore all ladies of respectable houses aud have our 
social prostige. There will be scandal, tf one of ua go with 
you aloDo, We are nino, you oeo. We must go idl 
together. Bring your boat to the yftot," 

Krishna, 

" All right, what objection] can 1 have to agree to your 
request? I will comply with your wishes. But T niust 
settle everything beforehand, so that I may not be charged 
with misleading you in future. Know that I sliiill not be 
to blame if the boat eapsixea in the mid-Biroam. You will 
get drowned and I will lose my boat. This will come out 
of your obstinacy as a matter of oourae. Why should we 
take such a venture, my bvely friendi? *' 
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The Maids. 


" If wc get drowned, it i« you who will be put to aliatsek 
People will sey Kriahna was at the helm aad yet did the 
boat cj nlf- The boat-inaa who cun ply a broken boat is 
really an expert in his trade, Bvea a novioe can ply a 
newly built boat, Ob air, do not find fault with yoiu* boat. 
Say that you Imow ttothingof youT buaineea.'' 


Krishna. 

“ Then settle first what wages you are going to pay me. 
I eball ueat consider tlie point of taking you bo the other 
aide.*’ 

The Afaids, 

"Now help tut, O young boat<tnan, to go to the other 
h ank . We ebail pay your wages when we shall sell our 
goods and return, Juat ace we have got 00 money with ua 
at this moment.^' 

** I want whet you have with you,” 


The Maids. 

" We have with ua only pitchers of curd/' 

Krishna. 

" Fie, who wants your curd? Ton are pong lovely 
women and can repay with yaur love wlmt you may want 
in coins,■’ 

The Maids. 

'* You wicked fellow, take cart. You know that King 
Kaifasa rules here. We shall have you punished ttevanity 
tor such i[npcrtinen<ic. You are a daring follow to talk in 
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tliis way. We bear it? Was it ever heard that a 

crew dared put its beak to tbs oUeringa to gods?" 

itriffiiia. 

'‘Soraeiinofia it so ImppenSp my frisoils, that even a 
mean crow tastes of saored offeringa/' 

The Maids, 

“ Take care, you mean fellow. Ton are taking undue 
liberty, heedless of your position as a ferry-man.” 

Rrishoawtts ashamed nod said, Then mortgage to me, 
your omamenta. in lieu of my wages. For othora, my rate 
is one ELuoa per head, but f rein each of the milkmaids I will 
charge a gidd ear-ring." 

The maids smiled and said, " What you may want we 
will pay; but first take ua Ui the other bonk. 

Then did Krishna bring the boat to the bank and one 
by one Lfae nine dsmseta got up. 

JTrijhno, 

''Take care, maidens. By god, I say, if the boat sinks, 
you will not make me responsible for it. Place your guodf 
near the prow and carefully ait behind. The boat leaks. 
You are to bale out water as I ply it. 

Soying so, Krishna started the. boat aod the maidOTs 
cried out, " D'u,” ’* Ulu," praying for an auspiciou* trip. 
When the lioot had rome to the mid-stream, ha stored the 
helm with such* fcrco, that the milkmaid# were frightened, 
and a plank was about tc give way. They all raised a cry 
of alarm The waves dancod in fury on aU sides and the 
boat now inclined to one side and now to the other by the 
force of the stream. Tcrtoi -struck the maids appealed to 
Krishna for saving them. Ijalits and Btsekha, the mo*^ 
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forward of them, aaid, '* If the boat ainks, oh boat-mao, 
aJl the world will proclaim your nnworthiucsa/' 

Slowly did th« Uiat approach the other hank and at laat 
the milktHHids landed safe with Radha at their head, 
Krishna said, " Oh niooii'facod Radha, 0 Princess, do not 
fail to pay my fee at t!ie time of return. Xk> not play fatsE; 
with me. Here do 1 moor my boat and I will be waiting 

for you. r will take you to the other bank. Do mil delav 
here.'" 

Uula prays, '* Do not fail, when my time will come to 
leave^ this world, to take me to the next, 0 my dear ferry- 

(LK 1-104,) 

Theft of Cream. 

Chow.—He who stole Radha'a heart now steals cmam 
from the mUkm&ida, 

In order to satisfy the deairo of Radha he steals cream 
al the hauflu of Ajaa Ghash. 

She goca to the landing ghot of the Jumna everyday and 
there she tokes the best cream that she prepares at her house 
^atertmn Krishna. Gradually it got publicity 
wid Kutila, her siater-m.Jaw, began to abuse her openly. 
From that time she could not take oreom to the rirareide 
^ she was very sorry for not being able to offer it to 
Knahna Jatila, the mother of Ayao Ghoah. kept all the 
cream of her store concealed in her houM, so that Radha 
might not steal it for Krishna. In hei' store-room the old 
woman kept the deUcioiw article oecvroly in a rope-shelf 
honging from a book. Krishna came to know of it. He 

TmauTh t 'or sucia 

- ^ will "teal the cream from its place of ooo- 

^t. Upon my Hfe, l i 

from the stor*.room. He broke the polA, tore the rope* 
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ttliekes nnd committed many fflisehiefs of this nature, 
cACoping ilie utmoHL Tigilaoco of Jatila and KutUa to detect 
the llilef . One day tbe old woman saw KHalu^ taking to 
his bcels after Ills adventurous t be ft, but being old, was 
too weak to fallow and catoh lioLd of him. She could not 
bear this sort of outrageous treatment any more. She 
struck her head witJi her hand end snapping her fingers 
said, " Vile being, die the death of s mlflcreant that jou 
are. May you not live long. You ure oppressing us 
every day. Yon will never be happy in life. If wo could 
catch hold of you, we would bum your face,” 

Cursing him in this way, Jatila and Kutita (elt greatly 
disappointed, being unable to take proper retaliation, 
Kodha heard their abuses from the kitchen and smiled at 
their sound and fury. 

Oca day Jatila, old os she was, went to Nacda 
Ghosh's palace with a staff in her hand in trembling 
steps. She began to complain to Joeoda about her eon’s 
conduct, and abused him. 

Sola saya, ’’ ^o more, uh lady, do not abuse him. 
My heart can ill bear it.” CId„ 

JaTILa’B (JOWPLAJilTS TO JaaouA. 

Choras.—Oh, my darling Kriahna, do not go to the 
houses of others to commit mischief there. 

'* Your Krishna, oh Queen, goes every day to our house 
and throws all things Into disorder, Various are his evil 
deeds, and engaged in household w'ork,a8 we one, wecoonot 
keep watch over his doings. Taking advantage of this, he 
breaks thecream^pots, tean the rope>sbe1veaaad does a lot of 
muchtef. Vifesbut our doors from outside when we go to the 
river with my daughter-in'lsw. He enters the room. How 
be does so we cannot detect. He bid^ bimself when wo 
search for him. and oU onr attempts to get hold of him are 
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baOIed. If wu Lappen by chuioe to detect bim eating tbo 
cream, in reply to our abusea lie turna bock and [ookn at ua 
mth a wick^ smile. Sayiog nothing he teaTCs tho place 
quickly. Bamctvmes he raises Ms forehnger at tis and aaya 
"Look here, this is a banana. Will you take it? “ If, by 
the grace of mother Kaii, we can catch him one day, we will 
moke his bead fail down from the trunk with a sharp knife. 
Not a moment ie be to be found staying at home, so shame^ 
leas ia he. Thu whole day be wanders about in the public 
mad; such a fine urebin have you brought forth 1 If we ha4 
such a child w would have delivered him over to death. 
Why does not tlie wicked fellow die and relieve ua? 1 have 
spoken to you about hi a conduct times without number 
and, with clasped hands, I do so for the East time. 
Prohibit him U> go to our house. You are the queen hEre. 
Milk, butter, curd and cream you have in plenty. Why 
should be steal tbeoe from the bouses of others? If he docs 
so again, his hatids will be bound with a rope. It is a great 
relief to the public that you have got only one eon. If you 
had half a dozen like him, the city would have gooie to rack 
and ruin. Bow fine he looks with his dark complexion and 
purple lips I To you ho may appear lovely and sweet but to 
118 bo looks like itu very ghost that dwells in a rnyrobalan 
tree. The only training that be seems to have received is 
stealitJg things that belong to others. Is be not the shame 
of the community of milkmen? 

Sula, the poetess, with clasped bands, implores Jaiila 
to desist, saying, " He whom you brand as thief ta adored 
by Brahma, the Creator, and Viahnu, the Preserver of the 
Dni verse.'’ CLl- 1-fld.) 


KnisHna is Botnm. 

Chonur.—You, spoilt child, come, 1 will bind you 

to^ay. 
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Heanng Uic mdfi words of the old wooiaii Jfttil&j full 
of butoriit^t the queen felt greatly ioeuJied and woo 
highly incensed at her son. She took a atiok iii her hand 
and went pursuing the lad, who, when be saw his mother 
angry^ took to his heels. He went a few puces ahead and 
though so near, Josoda could not get hold of him. 
Alas, who ean get bold of btm, unless tm allows 
himself to be caught? The queen bad aoquLred 
immiruerable virtues in her previous birth; heoee she 
had got Him for her sou. Who can nnderstoDid the signi- 
hcaime of these sports and tricks uf Krishna ? A blitid 
man cannot understand the quality of a looking gloss. How 
strange that He at the very mention of whose Holy Kamo 
death dies away in fear, is flying away for fear of a milk¬ 
woman. Oh my sweet God, what charmtug Ihings did yon 
do in the lovely groves of Vrinds t The milkivumun got 
you for her boot and tenderly brought you up. At the very 
aigbt of Krishna the mind of the queen used to be filled 
with afrecUon and she pardoned him oa she saw his face. 
Though so dear, she gave Itim a stero look to-day and said 
menooingly, Wait, 1 will surely bind your hands and feet 
tO'day. You go to steal thirsgs bolongtng to otlrnre, and 
they pour forth a volley of abuse. What will the king, 
your lather, say of the training you eiv receiving at borne, 
when he comes to know of all this ? Is thene ony lock of 
cream or butter in my house 7 You have more thgn 
enough, and yet you commit such mischief owing to tlin 
bad ho bit that you have oontraeted," 

Saying so, she pursued him in all haaUi, It caused 
sweat to fall from her lH>dy, and Krishoa, wheu he saw his 
mother really fatigued and worried was full of alfeotion (or 
liei. He did no more run awny but came and felt at her 
feet. The thief was thus caught, Shi' got a rape and 
lightly bound his hands with it, When she w-as binding 
his tender hands with all her might, she secretly fell |>aiD 
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m Imr iifeart ferat jet ccntioued domg so ia n fit of anger. 
Krishna nil ihe while tried to excite her pity, snying, " Do 
not, oL mother, bind me so hnird. By my life I swear, I 
will no itiore do such a thing j I feel pnin. Do not bind go 
tightly/' The queen did not lieterk to hia appealing words 
but bound bis hands with a rope which she tied to a husk* 
ing niactiJno, so that be might not escape. 

Sule tho poeteaa. atuga, "Ob, good inoUicr. for the Bake 
of my life, do not cftiise him any more pain but release him 

(LI. 1-40.) 


The Lauej¥t op CownEUDa. 

Chofas. — Oh Queen', be kind and aet. liitu free. 

VVliEii the cowboys heard that Krishna wan thus bound, 
they went to ibr spot. When they saw him in that plight 
they were. iodL'cd, very stiriy. Sridnm nod Sudam, Baau- 
dhom, !!ubal and Bnlarain himyclf wllli hia horn ii> hanfl 
QsaoRtbled tliere. They found Kriabna bound to a husking 
machine, Their ojesi were full of leara at the sight. They 
all entreated the queen to act Jiim frea. Kriehna was 
above all pain. Yet he prcreiid(?d as if he was Fft-linfr pain. 
He began to cry Ijeftire his cumrodcfi. Tlit cowboys were 
all deeply touched. One of them said, " Look, quoan- 
mtjthnr, bis eyes arc tearful. Even a stone would tncit at the 
High! of that charming face fitKiiied by tears, la your heart 
made of stone? " Another cowboy indignanlly said, " Manv 
a mother have wo seen but uooc so cruel as you, Wfav 
Hbonidyou torture our bmtlier in Ibis way?" Another 
coiue forward with the words. '* We ell aiand guarantee for 
his good conduct and give you otir word—he will never steel 
again . Take off the ropea." One of them said. " Bind me 
tn hia place. I will bear this punishmonl with pleasure j 
but do relearn him," 
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Still aDOthsr sdd, *’ If 70 a will cause him pain in tbis 
in our presence, I warn tdu, mother Jasoda, we ahall 
not be able to bear the sight snj more. We may do some- 
tbing drastic and raab—may jump into the Jumna or do 
something like that," 

Batararn Buid, *' I charge you, queen, look at this plough 
of mine, I will destroy everything that I see before me." 

Saying so, BaLaram cast angry looks around and the 
other boys sat quietly in the compouml and wept. Sense of 
them clasped the queen’s feet, who was touched by their 
sorrow. She waa already full of ufFection for her darling 
and now could not resist this appeal from the cowherda 
and instantly set Krishnn free. 

One who listens to thia tale of Krtshua’e release shall be 
released from all woes of the world. 

Sula soya, “ Oh tny audience, this song of the release 
of Krishna must not go unrewarded. I am entitled to the 
present of at least a cloth.*'* 

She kissed her darling a hnndred timea and took him 
into her arma and wiped away the dust from his body. The 
cowboys expressed their joy by crying " Aba I Aba t " The 
boye looked like Qowera bedecked wiiii dews, as they 
smiled with leaia still trickling down from their cheeks. 

" Let US see, brother, if you Itave been hurt,’’ they 
said and each examined his hands to find the mark of rope 
on them. When they saw the mark, they signihed their 
sympathy and anger with cries of “ Oht obi " Some 
blow their breath over the hurt in order to leesfin his 
pain. (LI, 


^ Wbili’tt3t ijQfffJni «jQt tNi ^tf4dt Hrtv li[« il Ernkbi^ m IdMj 

UNrtd Uk* Knjhfl*. Um boiOnd with m rcjn, *tti ^ Ibt Ihp el smw 
lb* iJ JkIwIa. Tbi miJdk fif Ih* ViiaJfcgfiSfw iwnwefc Iff wi%h * ft^n I9 
ia| fM, Belt llw Ittnib ti iMD vb# iMim »mm 

m ill* wkmp* of tilathvt m 
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Basra's Scandal rghoved, 

Cftoruj.—Oh my wicked self, siog the name of Krishna. 
Your days are feat passing in vain. 

Wlto can describe and rightly interpret the aports played 
by Krishna on the bank of the Jumna? They were not 
conceived in the Vedaa or any otiitr scriplures. 

One day Krishna met Radha in her bower when cbe was 
with her maida there. Sadha said, ’'Lord of the universe 
art thou, oh Krishna. But ivoe (o me that resigning 
myself, as I have done, ahsolnicly to your mercy, I have 
been still a subject of scandal. The inmates of the iiouse 
and others abuse me day ami night and bow con 1 bear or 
prevent the tongue of scandal? 

Krishna. 

1 fully realise your posLlion. 1 give you my word, my 
love, this scandal t will remove in a abort time. The maids 
were right glad at his words. 

Some days passed and once the queen strolled about the 
courtyard w*ith Krishna in her arms. The millcmaida 
assembled at her house and wanted to see the sweet dance 
of Krishna. 

Tht Queen. 

Dance, my child, I will give yon the best of cream that 
f have prepared for yon. But if you do not, wayward oa 
you Hre, you W'iU have none from me. 

The queen and the women clapped their hands to keep 
time and the lovely boy began to dance. From tlie wrists of 
the ladies, the bracelets made a jingling sound as they 
dapped, in liartnony w'ith the pendanta on tho waiat-belt of 
Krishna, Tlie anblois rang merrily at hit feel and 

/thmg!" was iho sweet sound which was 

heard in bamionious cod cord. The ladies were pleased and 
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vaid that there woe nothing ii> the world mi aweet se 
Khshna*& dance. 

He danoed graoefullj bending now on one aide <ttid then 
OQ the other with hU yelbw-’coloured clothee wnving in 
the nir Btid the ladies all the while cried "Well done.** 
Surrounded by wo man on «11 sides, merrily did Krisbita 
dance with u hall of cream in his hand. 

Suddenly Kriahno recollected the promise he had made 
to Bfidha. iVe if eihausted by too much dancing he pretend¬ 
ed to foitil away jjud the [(TiEen cried, " What i« it? Is he 
ill?" and took liim in her armii. His heart was Insating 
rapidly and tltey found him wittvout breath, Ills month 
foaming, his eyes rolling upwards. He was profusely 
perspiring and gasping for breath with teeth clenched, 
dasoda became greatly alarmed and began to try. Rohiiii 
and other female racmliers of the pnhice filled it with iheir 
loud lamentailous, ^Xil, l-70,l 

Thk Gekeral Lauhskt. 

CAoms.— Oh darling and treasure of our hearts 1 How 
can yon dopari for erer from your home leaving your 
mother 1 

It was like a blow of thunderbolt at a time whc;j no 
cloud bad indicated ii. The maidens in their deep grief 
could not restrain their tears. Nanda Ghosh stood helpless 
benumbed by Lhia misfortune, and rpatiatida was crying, 

*'AlasI Alsi^r' Balarnm in wild grief said, "Oh, my 
darling, what is it that has become of yuu?" Sridaui, 
Sudani and other companions joined the note of 1 Ament 
saying, " Onbearable will onr life be wit Lon i yon, oh 
Krishna. For whom shall w's again pluck fruits from the 
Vrindu groves and busy ourselves, gathering flowers to 
prepare garland* ? Whom shall we make our Baja under the 
Kadamb!! tree, ploying around him as hi* courtiers and 
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mjiilatiers? Whn will beotu* companion in the cows 

in lbs pastures nn Lbo bacihs of tbe Jumna? Wbo will 
charm our ears by pi&yjcg on the flute? Whom sba)! 
wo carry on oiirahouldera at p1ay-time> delighted with the 
sweet biirden ? Alas t Who will protect us from the 
dangers that beset our forest-life in tlvc Vrinda grores? " 
Juboda with teats orerflowing her eyes aaid, ** Oh, my 
d.irling, spcflk a few words if only to couple SKdam end 
Sudem, maddened with grief/' 

The heart of Sula, the poetess is silently bursting in 
ti.'iijf* iU. l-22.> 


ThB ilNTRAKCB OP A PlI¥3ICtAS INTO TJI8 

Palacb. 

Chords ,—Oh physician, restore him to life. 

Tho hduse of Nando liflcame a scene of wild grief. 
All ijofiple of the paluce cried modly ia deep iffliction. 

Ho, the god, knew many an an to bewilder Hia 
people. If He docs nut ollar a solution Uimself, who .edl 
uiiravtd His uiysiur/ 7 

The god oasmued thu figure of n pbyaiciaii ntul omne to 
tbe palace there. Ho Iny in the orma ot Jasoda senseless 
and apparontly llfeleas. But anothcf munifosUtinn of 
Him came to ibo palace ussuming the figum nl a physician. 
With a shattered umbrella lit one liniid and a in the 
other,—with a bug of mediiune hanging from hia sltmildenr, 
llie pliyaician came there saying in a tow tone. “Oh, 
Hftri r Oil, nod 1" 


jatoda. 

Ef bj the ijriir** u! Providence, you luie here, ah 
physicina, apply vcnii inediciim ond bring my darling 
biCk to life tr hr rccottsii through your' leijiilcet-s. 
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^nine hca of cows tlmt Iwlong fo our pabce will be thim. 
Besides tliese, I will giTo juju al] omninenta. King 
N’nndn and his brottcr tTpananda will give you further 
rewards. 

At this moment Batflram camo and fell at the feet of 
the phyaiciaD and aaid, '* Take my word, oh physician ; if 
lie survives, this favourite horn of mine, prized above 
everything else, will I offer to you as present.*' 

Sridam, Sudain and other eompimions of Krishna 
Mid, We will seek Jije wftule forest, and the fruits and 
Cowors that we shall be able to gather with onr utmost 
effort shall wo offer alt to your womhip. The fruits of the 
Mne plant, mangoes and other fruits with which oitr 
forest alMunds alnll we submit to your worship. Kindly 

reston: him to life, and your repulalion will snrciid ihrouch- 
out the vtnrlJ.'* ® 

The physician said not a vrord to these ^ppenj^ but 
slowly approached the miconscious Ivrishn/i and felt his 
puLm. 



Tbt Phsfiiciitn, 

Hear me, oli quepn*n(Other. It is s very sericiiij! 

caw* It generally turns fatal, the sHuatjon is criticiiL 
indeed !'■ 

clasped tije feet of ilio phjiiidan and lookt^ at 
fus fflcjo in deep distuny, 


TAe WjfjjirJatt. 

*' N'ever mind, do noi despair TUmv k one remedy. 
1 will suggest it. You must try to procure it." 

■fusodu. 

Order ua what we are to Jo, Through yrjur blessing 
there is tin want in this paluce of our«. We nhnij b« able 
to acewre whaicver you will cuuiiuttud.'* 



X 
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The Physician. 

'* Btidg a [Lew eartJiiu) pitcber. You ai« to make a 
tbooaand boles at its bottom. A cJiaate mnaau coiiet be 
in attendance. I guarantee by the saorednese ol my thread 
that if that chaste ^otnoa trill go to the river and bll that 
charmed pitcher, not a drop will leak through ita thousand 
tidies. Thu water of the Jumna thus eanctified and 
charmed should he sprinkled over ihe body of the [patient 
tvho will surely revive by this means, There ia no other 
way that 1 know of to bring about hU core.'' 

Jasodn brought nn carlheit pitcher and instructed by 
the physician made a thousand holes at the bottom of it. 

Jasddo. 

*' Now 1 implore you, oh women assembled here, one 
of }’oit should W ready to fetch water from tbn Jumna.*' 

The women all touked embarrassed At thia requeat 
and looked at one another, enquiring as to who almuld be 
ready. On aome pretest or other they dl tried to evnde 
the Biluation. Tt was, iitileed, a very diSicuU aff^air, One 
of them said, " If by chance a drop of water should full 
from the vessel, our octinn would jierve you no purpose and 
scandal would be the reward of onr work. Who should 
Uko lo play tliia game ? We are not prepared to submit 
to thia lest of chastity.’* 

Jasoda liecamc alarmed at these words of the women. 
” Iji the sacred Vrindaban void of clutste women? '*— ehe 
thought. 

The Physiticn. 

“ Tt is a shame that there is not one woman in this 
large city who is confident of the purity of her Hie.*' 

At thii^ reproach from the physician, tile old mother 
ol Aynn burnt into a fit of rage and said, ** Who arc you. 
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pbjeiciaQj and wbenw bave yoa come to charge the women 
of tbia oity in tbia way ? Yoa aw a coward to lay such 
a charge on ub. I will show if there is n ohaatB woman 
here or not.” 

When Jstila bad said ao, J^aeoda felt her life reTiTe 
at her words. 


JasoAa, 

Hera do 1 fall proetrate at your feet. Orant me this 

boon. Bring water from the Jtnnna and restore mv child 
to lifc/i 

* 

•fa (i/a. 

** Y'ea, 1 will restore your child to life. But T warn 
you here ; tell him that he slioulil not etcai butter from my 
home aguin. Another thing I am going to tell you 
privately. Your wicked son hoe ruined Ibe good name of 
our faimly. He plays on hia flute day and night wandering 
■bout in the neighbourhood of our bouae and my daugbter- 
in-law, the wicked one, liecomes maddened by the sound," 

Joroda. 

" If he cornea to life again by your kind help, 1 will 
throw hia flute into the water, 1 will bind him to one of 
the pillars of our terrace, so that he will not bo able to steal 
cream from your house again/’ 

The old womao felt relieved at this assurance. Slowly 
did she proceed Uiwarda the river ghat with a staff in lier 
hand. Shewn? to fetch water in that earthen vessel full 
of holes. fScarcely had abe touched it when Kutila came 
forward and said, ** Stop, you have grown old and unfit. 
"Why should you go when your daughter is here? ” saying 
■0, she snatched the vessel Irona her mother and proudly 
walked towards the river, A bundnsd people followed her 
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to ww ihp f(iD of it. Thfj All Btooil to rows, siittouotfin^ 
Kutilo, who, full of canfido»ce« plking^eJ the pitcher in WAtor. 
When, however, having filled >t with water, sfio raised it 
wp In tier hands, water began to fall in a stream from the 
holes. Poopio assemhlcd began to scoff at iier, soyingi 

Looh at ibe chaste womaa,** The piijrsicinn Emlkd and 
said, '■ N’ow we have known that you did not rciuamher 
your hidden sina when you made the venture." Over- 
whetraeci whii sbainc and liisgrace liutib elood thett like 
n sUtuu ihjil had no life. .Tasodn lamemed saying. Whai 
shjiJl i do now 't " 

The old woman Jstib was enraged at this tnsntl. of her 
daughter snJ she took the pitcher in one of her lianda 
uiiii lienriing luw wiila her stnfT in the oUmr, abwiy Wiilked 
towards tlie gliat. Nuiv also tra heforo, peciple foUowed her 
to sec- wtitit would eotnit nl hor vatinU, The same ihiitg 
occurred again. \ViHm the rcssel wna. pliihged in the 
water and caTried up, not one Iiole was there that wn* ahiif 
but from all of these drops fc]l in inee?tani streams. 
People laiighcd as befom. crying shame on ucr and the old 
woman bung down her head in aliaine and shrank into a 
corner to hide herself. 

Nosv when the mother and the daughter failed in this 
way. other women who had reputation for chaste life dared 
not even look at the pitcher. 


The PlitfAtcidn, 

"Now hear me, queen-mother, 1 want a chuate woman 
in all bsflie. Krishna wiU die if there be any further 
delay." 


JiMcda. 

you have wen, my son, with too r own ejea that old 
Jatila and Iwr daughter Kutifa have been put to simme at 
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tba attempt. They are reputed for tlieir pure and reli- 
giouH life. Now no one- wilt dare attempt it again. They 
iiave been all atruck with fear, W liat can he done now 
lu Bive my datliug? You see the criei*. ThoTC Is no help : 
! my set! must go tu bring water," 

Saying eo she took up tlie pitcher in her arme. 

ThophyBtciaii, none other than a manifestation of Krialma 
himself, thought, " How will the scandal of Hadha l» re¬ 
moved if mother gees to do the thing, .lasoda will 
assuredly be able to do it There is no risk of lier Iveing 
exposed to shame.** 


The Phyridafi, 

Hear me, mother Jasoda, yon know the custom of (be 
country and the iDjimeliunof the seriptureii. Medteioes 
admiDlstered by a mother's hand do not produce any good 
offeet on a son. Railier they aggravate the diijease lenloLd. 
h has often been teen that a medicine iaketn from a mother's 
tiui^ baa killed a child. Bo you caoaol go, ^ind out 
3innje other woma.. for the purpose.** 

Jdfoda. 

Ail are stricken with fear. Suggest yourself who wilt 
go now? 

Tki Physician. 

" My mind aayathut there are chaste women in this tudy 
city and the evidence of my mind is unfailing Let me 
find out." 

Saying so, be paused for a momeui aud then said, 
** A woman named Sadhn of this oity will be able to 
pass through the trial. She is the purest of the whole 
wunumkind, immaculate, chaste and perfectly faultless. 
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Toil cannot fiml out one like her in tht^ world, not to speak 
of this small town. Calt her here at onoe/’ 

Li aJI hurry Jasoiffl proceeded to liring Radha. Jatila 
like a tigresb ruaretlout, Do not go, ofi <]iieeu< Women of 
pure character tike myself and my chmghtar hav^ been put 
to shame and you arc going to approach my daughternn- 
law about whom there is such widespread scandal in Vrinda- 
ban. God alone knows how I rue to the very letter of the 
acriptures have tre kd our life. This wicked fellow has 
cooepired to brand our good tiaiiie in society by resorting 
to a fraud. He is now going to put our whole family to 
shame by advising you to bring my daughter-in-law here. 
A mean half-starveil wretch that he is, hie mission here 
seems to be to pnt a stigmo on the whole aocietj of milk¬ 
men.*' 

Jusoda fell prostrate at the feet of Jatila and entreakd 
her to give permifsaion, She was in the greatest diatreas. 
she said, and wanted to try all possible tneana of saving 
her son, Jatila was moved by her importunities and 
*at silent without sutying yas or no. Her silence was 
taken for permission and the queen want to bring Kadhs 
there m auggested by the physician. 

Radita. 

la this city, mother, I am spotted us a had woman. 
Why have yon come to me? *' 

Jiisoda. 

"We need not spend time over ?the queation. My 
Krishna will die, if you delay." 

Saying bo she caught Lid of Rodha's hands and 
iiispite of her hesimney, tenderly dragged her to the polaco. 

Joroda. 

"Now, phyaicisft, see if this woman will be found fit," 
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The Pliyticiiin. 

“ She La the crown, (be perfection of womankind and 
wilL be nble to do ihta niorvollous Feat.'' 

SlowSy did Eadha wend her coiirae to the river gbat, 
taking iip tUe vessel w-Uich Jaseda ehowed her. 


The PJiysjcinn. 

“ But before she goes to face the trial, there h imother 
thing which she must first attempt. Here, in the rim 
gUat. I will make n bridge of hair. One who will be 
able to croaii the Jomiis by moans of this bridge will 
be able to pertorm the nest task, namely, that of carrying 
water in this pitcher full of hole?. Let her fimt try 
to cross the river. Then if she Bucceeds, the next task 
may be fttlempted. No use of attempting the latter if she 
fails in the first, 

The physician got a cluster of hairs and tied them with 
one another, till it wan sufficietitly long to cover the whole 
river. He made of it a bridge and spread it over the 
Jumna. ThiiB the bridge of hair was prepared. He 
pointed it out lo Radha and atiid, " This will be your bridge. 
Cross the river by ineans of it. Take ibia pitcher m your 
arms. In the presence of all you are to eroos the river 
now." 

Radhn was going to fetch water in that veascl with 
hundreds of boles. Thousands of people ran to see this 
great fon and the whole city stand breathless with curiosity 
to witness it on the bank of the riri r. 

Says Sula the poetess, “ Oh Railha, do not fear for a 
moment. Have confidence in Him to wbotu you have 
dedicated your life, your youth, in fact* all that you have 
in this world." 1 - 186 .) 
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Radiia’s SttU'-DEDiCATiON. 
my God, pfeserre coe at this periloua 

hour of trifl], 

With thf pitcher iti her arm)), shu cried, Erishna, 
KrisliDQ, oh tuT Lord-” In her tuiod she recited n hiindred 
times lilt? holy OBiue of her Lord. AVith tier hands clasped, 
ube stood in an attitude of prayer and paid her whole¬ 
hearted Pranamd4 to Krishna. “ Oh my God, oh iny 
Kriehua, aave my honour. Do not put mo to disgrace, 
a devoted servant of tliitiu," 

Taking the vns.se] fuli of holes in her battcla, she prayed 
a|{ain, ** Savo me, oh my kiud Lord, if I am put tit disgrace 
none will put H trust in your Holy Namo, for 1 have 
depended on you with the whoJe might of my soul, 

“ The scardal is rife in f ha air, they call mo the wicked 
one. 1 do not know If 1 am good or had, To thee have I 
dedicated my whole aqui, I do not know any other religion, 
i do not know any other duty. The world has no other 
attrscTiou for me than that it gjv^ me an opportunity 
to worship Uiy holy feet. 

"I am put m the ffreatest of perjls, hut through your 
kindnesa, 1 hope to cross tlie bridge of hair ond to carry 
the vessel ini) of water, inspitt of its himdred holes, for 
what is iropofleible becomes poasihle through your Lindness. 

I knew your kindness to me once, when, placed in 
danger, I had prayed to you w-ilh all my ooul. You then 
assumed the form of Kali and protected me. Thia time 
also, danger mil be no danger to me through your kindness, 
Lord of tho Universe thou art, yet how strange that I have 
lieoorae an object of scandal, loving thoe, 

'‘Wherever 1 go my enemies pursue me. I cover my 
face with a veil to hidemysell from infamy which shadowa 
me everywhere in thie city, Bui oh ray God. my 
Krishna, hear of my reaulve If 1 fail to carry this veas*] 
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with water. [ will drown in tbe Jtimnii. Tlmugli 

dying. I wiJl havie no {>eace in my mind, for they will cry 
shame upon me and abuse thy Holy Name saying—*' Look 
at that had woman who loved Krislmn." You are the best 
judge tn the universe and know the metal T nm made of. 
I do not know what f am. Ix>viog you with all 
my soul, I have earned the uiime of a bad woman, 
They hmnd me as one in love with Kriahtifi. 

*' But this Acandal and all this afausi? 1 take as my 
ornamente. I pride in them, 1 take delight in them, since 
I have earned ihem by loving one whvi is the highest, the 
best and the greateat in the umverse. Public scandal and 
shame weigh nothing with me. for 1 have dedicated my 
life and eouJ unto Ihy feet. 

" Tlw bridge of hair.—how slender is it? How will it 
stand my weight ? But mayest thou protect me at this hour 
of great trial? 

Proying to Krtalma in this way and bowing down to 
her elders, ^he started, dasods and other venerable iodiea 
of the house blessed her. 

fiula till' poetcfia, sings, " Take com, oh Bodha, fto 
not forget Him for n moment and proc*,^! in a s^pirit of 
humility. Fill the pitcher imd show the sirength of one 
who ia really pure. Let your enemies be iiahamed of them¬ 
selves.” (LI. 1-30.) 


RaDIIA CftOSSKB TRC BSIDGE AND BEINOS 

Watrb. 

Chornr.^—See bow the much-abused Redhn hUs the 
pitcher with water. 

"WTien she stepped into that bridge of hair, ohe 
trembled for a moment. Just then the image of Kriahnn 
became vivid before her mind- 
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With ber whole soul reeting lo faith in Kriehna did Hb« 
proceed tn that bridgeway. People cried victory to ber. 
Thewhole air rebounded with the great uproar caused by their 
joy. They clapped lo cheer her up and the Queen Jaaoda re¬ 
joiced above all. She walked quite at ease and cjn^ p to the 
other bank. But aome of the spectatora itaid, " Let her 
cross the bridge again : our belief will be confirmed.*' 


Physician. 

*‘ Why once, do eross the bridge seven times to give 
them Baiisfaction.'' 

At these words Radha crossed the bridge seven times. 
After this she filled the pitcher with water. Not a drop 
lealod and the women iA the Vrirtda groves were struck 
with wonder. 

With the physician and Radbaj Jasoda returned homo 
and the fame spread in the country that there was no 
womaii flo chaste b the whole city as Radha. 

Those who dedicate their souls to Krishna—what can 
the scandal-mongers and detractors do them by trying to 
expose them to shame? Krishna Himnelf proteols those 
who put tbeir trust in Bim. 

8ula the poetess sings, “ One who hears this tale of 
‘The removal of acandal’will find bimseU safe against 
the tongue of scandal and at the end find real in His holy 

(U. 1 - 18 .) 


Khisbva bevtvea. 

Ctonw.—Arise, oh son of Nanda, 

Then did the physician aprinkle a few drops of water 
over the body of Krishna, uttering some mystic words 
Krishna opened his eyes, to the great joy of the queen who 
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thought nn if she wa< restofed to lite. King ilanda caress* 
ed him and saidf “ Arise, my KrisUnB, aiise from bod," 
Krishna now tat tip perfectly testortd to iiealtk, 

Tlirre wsb a general rejoicing in winch all partook, 
except Jatib and Katila. 

When "Kristitia was nil right again, the physician 
eaid, ** Oh, queen, yow have got your Krishna back. 1 

must hat'e due reward for my pains. Kindly giro me 
what you consider to be fit and allow me to depart, 

i/a«oda. 

"Whatever you will demand, I will give you. Just 
name what you wish.** 


Physician, 

" I do not care for riches. At the time of my bidding 
you farewell, T have one boon to seek from you. 

"Treat me as your ow'n Krishna with affeetton and 1 pray 
to Ood that in all my future births I may get a mother 
like you. May you suckle me when a child and may you 
bind my hands with rope when t do anything wrong 1 
Treat me in the same way as you would treat Krishna. 
The desire of my heart is that 1 may always live in tl^ 
company of milkwomen of tlieae sacred groves. 

The physician bowed before the queen and atrangely 
disappeared. 

Now with clasped bands, &u)a, the pocteaa prays, that 
aa minstrel she should receive the present of a pitcher (or 
singing this song of " The Bonoeal of Scandal," 

(LI. 1*33.) 


PlUtEnS FOR THB HogT. 

" My last prayer is,---* May my boat who baa called ua 
m hie bouee be hleseed with wealth and children 1 May 
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fortiine constantly ahoivcr her riiToufs on him, »nd mny jiJl 
bis dan^ert be over by the blessings of Shiva and Dur^a I 
May wealth accumulate in ibis bout^ an<! may Lakshmj and 
Narayati tie a|wny« worahippexl here with steady devotion t 
May the cows give pmftuM* milk and the evening lamps 
bum ateadUy in this house forever. At the last hour nf 
bis life, may his soul find a pbee m Heaven ami may aj} 
the f?oda sijower their blessings on him I May Nareing 
protect him from tbo influenev of JHkshaE, ghosts and 

goblins, and may he b« free from fcarg of serpents and 
tigers.' ■' 

Sula says. Let aJl sing praise* of Krishna. Here 
ends my Gopini Kirttan/' rrj i.ia \ 
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PHBFACE TO THE LAMENT OF THE DAUGHTER 
OF SHAH 6HUJA 

Though there are slight dieorepancies in the eccounte 
given by different historians in the details of the epieode 
relating to the tragic end of Shuja, brother of Aurangieb, 
jet apparently there ia a striking agreement between these 
descriptions as regards the more important incidente of 
that tragedy. Them is no doubt about the fact that 
Shuj'a tied to Arakan after his defeat in hie war with 
Aurangjob, and that bo was thrown into the Bay of 
Bengal with aome luembera of bk family, by the King 
of Arakan—Suilharnia, who had at the outset received 
him kindly. All histunans and ballad-makert are agreed 
upon this point. BiiiniGr says that after his defeat 
Shuja find to Arakan through the Bay of Bengal, on 
board a ship belonging to ttio PortugueBC. Mr, Stewart 
oontradicta this fliatoioaiit oa the authority of aome 
Mabomedao writers and says that Shnja wont to Amban 
not by sea but by land via Ohitiagong,—through the 
QOrtb-eaetern hills of that district. He and his poopls 
rode on elephants aud reached the capital of the Atakau 
King who had already aont a representatiTS to giro him 
a cordial wolcomo. It ia an undoubted foot that Shah 
Shuja carried with bini a vast ircasure. This ia hinted to 
by the aoccunta of Afahomeden historians as well as the 
ballnd itself, Tbc Alahombdan lusiuriaiiB, whose Tcraiion 
was adopted by Mr, Stowsrt, relate the incidents of thia 
iourney via Olultugong. They say Lhat it was a season of 
high MoniKwn, and tiiough Shuj» had tried Ills best to find 
B ship which would citrry him to Mecca, no sea-gorog 
vessel, nor even a sloop, dared cross tito high seas 
in that season, So the prince was later on obliged to 
give up hia profect oI vUittug Mecca. Ho went up to the 

<«ia) 
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ri^et Naf whicb is the niesieni-iDOst boimdary of the 
kingiloiii of Araksn Raja, Tlio HajiiialBj which is mi 
authentic Statc-acoorntt of Tipperab re!ate« ifie episode of 
an interview Ijetween Shuja and Oovintfa Ifaniltja, the ex- 
king Of that oountrj. This does not agree in its rietaiJs vinth 
tbs accounts of some of the Mahomedan liistoriaiia, following 
which Mr, Iiowin, one of the Deputy ComniiasiDnera of 
the Chittagong HiU-tracla, identified the place of the alleged 
interview. The Hajmita gives a different Recount, It 
stales that the interview did not take place on the way in 
the hilly dlstricU hut in the court of the Arakan Raj'a itwif. 
These are however very minor points of dUagreement, 
From all these different sources of infortnatioii; we find 
the following fact very clearly put. Beating a retreat 
Lrom the bntticficid SLuja went lo Arakaik hy land tie 
Chittagong. He met there the ei-hing of Tipperah, Raja 
GovindnManikya. He was at first very warmly received 
by the Raja oJ Arakan, Tharo however aroae a finaircl 
later on between Shah Shuja and Raja Shudharma, leading 
to email warfanea, and Shuja with his wife and eome 
other memberi? of his family latterly met a watery 
grave ID the Bay. These arc facte about which there can 
be no doubt. In a poem written by Alwal wo find re¬ 
ference to this quarrel between prince Shuja and King Shu- 
dharama. The poet was implicoted in the affair and 
imprisoned by the Burmese king on the evidence given by a 
man named Mirjft, 1 give below an extract from Bajmaia 
contaioitig references to Govjnda Manikya's interview with 
Shuja. 

*' Govindft Manikya came to Arakan Cbeing driven by 
hia amp broiber priDce Clihalra Manikya who hud ugijiped 
his throne) and Shuja tilsii paid a visit to that country 
lowng his kingdom which waa seized by Auraiigjeb. 
Goviiida Manikya was seated nn a throne in the Arakan 
fUj Court, wJicn Shuja oppeard there. The fteja instantly 
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rose from bis tlirone and ofEfiired bjs seat to Sbu|a. Tbe 
Maharajii of Araknn mw this snil privately aslie^l Govioda 
Maoikya as to why he gave the throne to & prioce who was 
ft Mlfehchkya, Pri nee Gov Lada IkTattikyji midj 'Hear me, 0 
great king. This jirino; tihuja is a famous man. He baa 
under him many a prince of tlie status of iiiyself and your 
worthy self. Many prince ■woiiht not dare sit near a 
minister of this great Badsali.' 

Tilt king of Tipperah «it on another throne and when 
the court dispersed, Oovinda Manikya and Shii^a went to¬ 
gether. They totked with taeh other on the way and 
i^hujn said ' You have given me u high status in the court 
of the Arakan Raja hut you know* my present condition, 
wtiat can I give you as a reward —^saying this iie took 
sway tjis valualdt Nimdiifl which wiw itangling on hie 
breast nnd offeml it to ttie Ruja with his beat t;*>mplinieDt8, 
Besides this he gave Itjc Raja a very precious diamond- 
ring. 

Shuja marriod a daughter of Raja ShudtiJifiua. Just at 
tiiia moment Shuja liecame soiled with a w'icked motive. He 
secreity iDtrigued to kill tlie king of Arakati and with ihie 
object in view be collected forty picked w'reslters. He mnijp 
tiiem wear the cofitumes of Irniics and scateii two of 
them in each of thepakdiprine, cotmtiDg a sconj in ftll, and 
these wero covered on all sides. Each pnltnitiuin was 
carried hy eight aiivuig men. The report went out tbw 
the princess of Arakan was going to pay a viftit to her 
fathcr'a pulace. Tlmy crassi'd #is gtttes without any 
hlndrauce, but when liiey ruacht'd the seventh, the c)uef 
guard stopped forward and asked why ihmild bo many 
polanqtiitu enter the inritr npurtmnnTs. The pafjiuquinB 
wcrt) Btoppwl accordingly; end the king’s giiitrd« made 4 
seaivfi, whcreu|Hjri the wrrstiprs wtfu all detcctol and u 
light ensued in whjcli uN of them were kilJin]. Prini^ Shuja 
privainly left Aniknit, i-osatiim iru nn eiVTut.v 
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with Bajri Stitidharma whidh reatittedinthe cruel mufisacre 
of Priore Shitja ami Iiis family. 

A abort timE after the Ktog of Arulcan asked Govinda 
Mnn iltya to return W Tipperab. He mnde him a gift of 
picturesque tbroncR made of oigbl metiOs far the gods lie 
worBiupiKsd, beaidcB a large pitcher cootaining raluable 
articles of Burmese workmanship. From Arakao Raja 
Govinda Manikva came to Ghittogoug where he got the 
report ol Chattra Maniltya's death. He returned to 
Udaipur, the cajiilal of Tipperah, and aacended the throne 
once more without any Ititnh. 

The diumoDd*ritig which Prince Qovtoda Afanikya bad 
got from Bhujn, he sold, imd with (he money ha erected a 
Masjid which waa named after the donor and is slj|] called 
Shuja hLasjid. GoTinda Manikya foundod a village cloiie to 
the Afasjid and he named it SJntja-Ganja or the market 
belonging to Shuja." 

Out of the income from Shtija-Gnnja the Ma^jbd is being 
stiU maintuinod. In Chittagong there ta also a Masjid 
called Shuja Masjid and there is a ward in the town calledl 
Shuja-kat-gail. In the face of so many evidences com¬ 
memorating his visit there, no one can donht that the 
prince had lived in the town for oomctinie. We are 
not therefore tncliocd to credit the account of Bernier 
on tbia fioint. 

There were however many reports B0oat in the air 
regarding the procedures of Shuja after his defeat. 
Coloured versions of these reached the cars of Aurangjeb who 
for a lung time wa» not quite at ease regarding the poaat- 
bility ol his elder hrnlhef rdnrm&g to Delhi with a force, 
The rumour ran ihai, Sluija h ad gone m Cons tan tinaple and 
collected II large army there. Anotlier rumonr ivenl to the 
effect that lie hud already come to Persia and was intent no 
leading an eicpeditiim agaiml Aurengjeh. Tluire was a pi^r- 
bistent repori that the king of Pegu find Siam had given 
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bin) two big ships bcuriug rct{ jnsigrtiti aiitl Lie coaiLng 
wntb lije onny ou board these sliips rifi Port Snrat. These 
rumours were oil uafotitided but they tvcre sufficient for 
Aunuigjeb lo posstiianj- a sleepleie night. 

Beniirr refers to tlie battle wbich Sliuja fought with 
the Araknn king, nnd Stewiirt also confino!? the statement. 
The latter eaya Umt after Liis defeat Blmja was made a cap* 
tire by the Burmese kifig and tltrowTi into the Say of 
Bet^al with hi« family. Tide account agrccB w'ith that 
given in the b&Llad. Raja Slnidbarma tti the Burmese 
iauguage is caUed ^Sotidii-su-dhaimiia*- In the works by 
Daulat the author uf Taip Cbaiulroni, and of Sjed 

Alwal references are to be fouiii] aboui tliiB Raja Bhudbarma. 
The foDowiitg extract from Baijihul MulLuk gives a tliort 
account of Raja Slmdbarmo and nlao of it foreigner whom 
we unmiatukingly take for Shall Sltiijn. 

“ fn this world the city of .Aruknn is peerless and its 
great prince Bhudharuia is favourct] by Forhme.,,.., . 
On the report that a foreigner was comings tlie Rajn was 
right glad and gave him a wnnu reception/' 

About this fureigner the follnwing further details are 
given:—’* His country tiiy ia ihe vveat extendlDg to the 
Indian oc^n to the South und the Himalayas to the Korlb. 
lie was a hero of heroes and there wns no one like huu in 
the world." 

Many boitEul^ were composed about the princess Pah- 
bami 'Begunr of ShriEi Sliuja oF which wc find luentinn in 
the 'Rajmaln' by late Mr. Kailoah Chandra Smbn. I 
believe that If n thorough seureU is made in tliese hnek- 
vvouds of Beugal tlu^se hulluds niny be stiil recovered. The 
short one that we publish tierc relates to the love of the 
Burmese king for a daughter of Sttuh Shuja. Though the 
Mogul prince hud niarried a daughter of Shudbarmui It was 
held a great inilignity nti the part of Shtijn to receive apropos 
«a1 of marriage of his dnaghtor from the AntknB King. 
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Acoonling to time-hoaciunjd cuatoin tbe kiagi* ttud princes 
could iDEUTy aity woman even of a ti>w birdj, but b daughter 
could by no mcana be given to a iwrscui of lower atatua, 
Heoce the propoisal of Shudbarma was received with great 
(udignaticn by Shah Shuja, who had not felt any scruple in 
marrying Bhudbarma's daughter, and the dispute possibly 
arose fitim this iucident. 

The short ballad contains humorous references to the 
peculiar customs of the Burmeac people. The food ^Nappi' 
has been ulwaya uii object of ridicule by the people tiving 
in adjeoent districts of Bengal. Wo have given a foot-note 
explaining what the ingredients of this favoured food of the 
Burmese consisl: of. The ballad has deep-seated pathos 
underlying it inepite of the o<^caeional humour whmh 
enlivens it. It is a pity that our bistoriana do not cam to 
collect information from the popular sources. Their chief 
materials are derived from historical treatise of the ^[aho- 
medom which are naiurally scanty and prejudiced. 
Ttiough these treivuses give an idea of the political almoa- 
phore of the c»>UDtry generally speaking, they are silent 
about the history of the people. There is no doubt that the 
ballad-1 iterators of our country is occasionally tinged with 
marks of ignorance and aujwrgtiticm of tlie unlettered 
peasants but often do we find a truthful narration of 
facts unhinfied by political or communal motives and oa 
truo luaterials of history, '(’hey are therefore, invaluable. 
Though (he ballad is very short ii is important becausu of 
the fact that it throws aide-light on a chapter of Mogul 
history which has been hitherto obscure do many points. 
If tlkc whole liody of ballads ocncernitig the unhappy prince 
Shuja be collected, it will indeed be a valuable find. 

Babu Asutesh Ohaudliury sent me thin ballad from 
Cbaudhurypara Lane, Taniakumtmdi, Chittagong on the 
I3th of August, 1027, He collected it from various saurcaa. 
First of all, he got a few scraps frtun a nvrjav singer, In 
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tft«t March he ooDected the major portion ot It from a blind 
aldger named MAkbul, an inhabitant of the village Cbor- 
ohaktai in Ohittagong. A whimsical ainger named 
Belait All, who occasionally vjeiU a iiiOB()ae in the town 
of Chittagong, helped Ashtt Babu with a few linea, bat 
(bough it ia known that he baa got the ballad by heart jet 
be would iu)t eing it, if it does not pleoao him to do bo. 
Laatof aU a ^maQjbi' of a certain boat (Samnga) which 
paaaed by a canal ebac to Station Satkania, tang it in the 
deep houn of night, and Aahu Baba completed tbe ballad 
of which he had already collected Bcrupa from tbia aong. 

PntBoa CB4ta>nA S&k, 


Lament of the Daughter of Shah Shuj 


CAoru*.— 

<11 

Oil i how ilLfateil Am I! 

Ob! my parents I Sow oonid ynn tnke tbciM; foreignem 
into <»iiGd£itce treating tbenias your kituimen and booome 
gussU At tbair place? 

CaptiTe am I at the bands of the Burmese. 

Oh I God, numberless are the wuea to which I am 
doomed by Thee. 

I bal my motber, [ lost my sbiur, und ob! my father! 
t have toet thee too. 

The Burmese king ttuw by a trick lias rubbed me from 
your cuHtody. 


(2f 

Oh I bow ili-fated (ua I! 

At AQ evil hour dtdat thou come, oh 1 father, to this Land 
of tbe Burmese I 

Thy prestige, thy high status thou didst lose All, and 
at last thy life \ 

Whom didst thou dread in your own land and dee here 
with at] your jewels and stOMSS? 

Where are your jewellery and diamonds gone now? 
Alast in whose custody are they? 

(8) 

Oh I bow ilLfated am 11 

Wq wandered from place to place. 

WS) 
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Who was that wicked friend, oh \ father, who eounaelled 
tbee to oome at laai to this onreed land^-to Arakaiii 

My mother, my sietor were drowned in (be Bay, oh J 
how cruel I—- 

Thyeelf aharhig the aame fate 1 

(4) 

Ohl how ill-fated am It 

Sufferii^ from unbearahlo paiiga my heart does not yet 
burst- 

My heart bums aa does the charcoal on an earthen pot. 

I prevented you, father, over again, from sending me to 
Burmt!8e king’s palace as a gusst. The result of your not 
listening to my advice U that I am like one buried alive here. 

U) 

Oh t Imw ili'fated am 11 

1 feel no pang of hunger or thirst and ary day and night. 

1 abbur to touoh the meals which the Burmese king 
takes. 

There is one female oook in the whole palace and oil the 
members dine the meals cooked by her. 

Cupe full of ‘nappi" are presented. How cant Z swallow 
theae abomineble things 1 


( 6 ) 


Oh I how ill'fated am 11 

Kigbt and day my teani do not dry and my pillows 
are wet with them. 

The Burmese king liae given me a black to 

wear. 

Ten Bunneae women sit by me and show me how to 
wear on my ear» the golden ‘fwdhojn,* 
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<T> 

Oh 1 how ilt-fated am 11 

I WHB a flower of Leaven hul 1 have loet my high planw 
&t the hands of the Burmese king. 

There in the grave binder the high sese my paieata 
lie in eternal rest. 

In Ibis land of the ’Harmado' and the Burmese, who ii 
there, alas I to enquire about me? 

‘ i* pBttlsnd bj rouw fiMl), Tb» Batnuw fabm tfur Mviac 
evnthf m Rit&ilwf of Calm froin tiha thnir aala^ lafct to bif e*»* 

•od ton Mm iHiato ma to on to ton, 'Ttw m 
■chdUtta* 'Ktikaf-jUiftA^ Ube 'tojia' and 'fyidija'i. Whao after id^bt 

**J^^^* tMMfta tow^bl; mtaflp lira RoFmtmw^iwo 

woeto nhilia bvf ka ^ btat to batp ft™ vliteb a i«M 4 dw iuim la tIE d^wtiiraa. 
IFhaj Ibiu tan E| taia • to^ Ibiog, dl Ibi liLSuvai *H h " i bdag 

™i»d iqi tefttor, Tbni billi an pnparad nnh of wliioh to B4lniiaH miidaf 
bt N Itofl with dl kindi of tote WHIT, 0aD*l!lj 
ftiftpi £i koid r« *1^1 aonaii a baa HDaimm to prwi lifgt ap to to and 
#t« to tipaha anw, Tl» CbiM*eca| biU-ittot, to ud Citoniai afio 

kto u a fawriia tod. 


THE LAY OF THE TWELVE SHRINES 


I 


! I 






PREI-’ACE TO THE l^AY OF THE TWELVE 
SHRINES 


The Baratirtha di the twelve shrines, ss me Sutanim 
tiink in the jungle; Madliupur is calleti, is oseocietf^ 
with an aid legend which the rustic bard, whoso ntnne i? rrot 
known, describes in this ballad. I do ont attach any Lm- 
toricel iraportanoe to ct. It in based on the [wpiilar belief 
that the tank waa excavated by one Baja Bhogadottn and 
that waters from twelve shrinaa situated in diffenitit 
parts of India were brought and poured into (hti tank to 
saiictify it in popular estimation, BhogodattA had a 
brother named Ramchaofira whose piety and goodness were 
ill rewarded hy some calumniating ryots, and the legend 
narrates thsit the ourae of Kimicbiindrit foil upon the pccple 
of hia country which was depopulated later on and became 
a deserted tract. Up to this, there may be some grain of 
truth in the ballad. The rest is a produot of popular fancy, 
The District Gazetteer of Mymciising gives the ftiUow> 
ing reference about the Madhupur Jungles and the legen. 
dary king Bhagadalta. 

The Madhupur jungle is a large tract of hnrd red soil, 
stretcluag from Dacca down to Jonialpur. It forma one 
of the natural divisions of the Diatrict of Mymensing, 

According to Dr. Taylor, tlteso jungles along with Tongyail 
once belonged to Eamrup (Pragjyotiahpiir in the ptiiaseuiogy 
of the Maliabiiuratn) of which Mymensing woe origin ally 
a part. 

The earliesi information about these kingdoms comes 
from acoountB of Tibetan and Chinese travellers in the sixth 
and seventh oenturies. In their day, Mymensing was mors 
Buddhist than Hindu. The old rum b chiedy tanka in Iho 
Madhupur jungles lire possibly of the eighth century and 

(f») 
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are ms^jnteil wii^b the oame uf BLagfadAtUi wba tifu eom$- 
timea been oonfuBed with tiie fnmons Kamrupe King of that 
name. KEiinrupa WAti in ite prime io about 803 

Pargnnu Joauebai referred to ia tbe ballad wae found¬ 
ed by n Mahomedun convert from the Kastatl Dint fiitniJy, 
who took tlie name of Manowoor Khan popularly calliu! 
Manohar Khan. (Hher accounts say that he was n descen¬ 
dant of Fateh Khim who got the possession of this Mahal 
at the death of Enba Xban. Nur Hydor Chnudhiiry might 
have got re-scttlemem of Che Pargana aa a descendant of 
FnUth Khan in 1787. The ilescendanta of these ttowans 
are no longer 1 n [NTsscBsion of their lauds. The (l-azetteer 
makes a coirfusiuji of names. Manohar Rhad was a 
descendant of fsha Ktiau, as we have seen from the hAllada 
tjf these twoDewans of rTnogalbari, fsba Khan was no doubt 
the sodr of n Hithlu convert but this family had nothing to 
do with tiio Ksstoil Dutts alluded to in the ballad. 'Wo havo 
already had oceasion to refer to the warfare conducted by 
Isha Khun under the dag of the I'ipperali Raj against Fateh 
KhoUj King of SylJiet. The details of this warfare are des¬ 
cribed in the Rajmala ofTipperah (p. ISO), PTur Ryder 
Chawdhury migbi have tieen a scion of Lbe family of 
Fateh Khan who was probably connected with Stuir Shah. 

The ballad does not refer to any tradition identifying 
Bbagadatta with the famous hero of the Mahabharata as the 
Gazetteer has said. The popular netkm iuggents whnt ia 
really the ease—[iiz,, that this Bhogadatto is afiogethflr a 
different personage, having a brother named Ramcfuindra. 

The bsliikd is coin}x>scd in animated verses containing 
eouplet^ which are snog in chorus. 

The language, though enido, is poetical and the auihof 
lias condensed much matter within the narrow eompags of 
this eliort balled. Be oecasionaTly flings an arrow nf satire 
At some of the Duntoms of the Hindm, but there ts no veimm 
iu it. He has evidently found « cause for lampoon m the 
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prevailing custom of tho Hindus to drink fiUhv water of the 
shrines, considering it (o bean act of religious medt. Tlie 
ballad^makcr eaya that the earthly reword derived frum this 
act of virtue is very often an attnek of cholera. He also 
passes a remark with sneer on tbepructioo of a large number 
of Hindu women assetnhling in the shrines on festwe 
occasions, giving opportunities to Goondaa to carry away 
the young and the beautiful ones frem amongst them. 
Every unprejudiced mind must subscribe to the viewpoint 
taken by the Moslem poet. I have admired this piece of 
rural poetry for its brevity, straightforwardness and out¬ 
spoken humour. At the same time, ho bestows due eulo- 
gium on the Hindu princes and does not show any canker 
owing to communal prejudice. 

The ballad was oollected by late Bnbu Beharital Roy 
and it is mentionod intbe concluding pari of the btdind that 
Ssju Baity, a rhapisodurt. added Bome refrains to the song 
for making it effective when tmng. 


niNKSH Chandra Srn. 


The <rf the Twelve ShrinM 


Fargaua Kaclihiraboz ia verily the bock-wood of Beatjal, 
There tti the old fort of Joamhai the fair of twelve elirinee 
has sat— -ke^ f hey t hey I 

It was during the period of dark aioon in April, 
The raye of the nun wero so strong tluit they seemed to 
burst one's head. At such a time t spread an lunbrella 
over my head and want to see this fair of twelve shrines— 
hey f hey / hey ! 

The pluee was sunounded on at) sides by tali Saa! and 
Gajari trees. Aod in the inidst of them Lay a pond sanctified 
by the wiitere of the twelve shrines—4tep / hei; / hejif / 

Here thd Hindus botlie in this poinJ and think that they 
haw atiBwred ilieir path to heaven thereby, It is the filthy 
water which they drink in pious faith, and cholera in its 
epidaniio character breaks out ns the reetih~hep i }iey t 

hey t 

tn tho neighbourhood tltore is no other pond nor any 
river. They search fO'r water, but foiling in their quGEt 
their very breath «>«ins to Imj stopped in thirst—he.v / fwy t 
hey t 

Thn Yaishoava wiomcn and others Of that sox bathe in 
that pond. There i« no want of bnd mnn to eeduoo them. 
So not unoften they lose their caste, falling into the trap 
of the wicked mi the vicious—/ hey I key ! 

Now, my audience, 1 am going to tell you the history 
of tlu! origin of this shrine. I shall relate it to you ne 
f benrd it from my elders—h<p } hey 1 hey t 

Near the pond one oomos across bricks and other rolica 
of some olil buildtng ond behind the mound containing 
these, there lies the big tank now blocked hy weeds, coUed 
tlu! Ss!un«ri Di^kt mid close by there are two smaller tanks 
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Okhota Kodaiia aitd Bara Kodalia, wbich filso have nlini> 9 ( 
been silted up—Ae|/ i key / hey ! 

The mangti groves mid jacktrees alill indicate the »pot 
wtiere ohw them was a apacieits garden — hey t hey / hey t 
One occasiooaJIy finife Jw-rc charcoiils and burnt wood 
atteating to iLe fact (hat there was once a fiettletaeui of 
bbekanjitba in the place. U atj|| bears the nanw of (be 
Kamarer Bayh or the ward of bbcksniiths—hep i hey I bey f 
Here alec Jies (he trace of a daha or a ilepressioi) once 
fiJM with water* ft is celled Diirga Daha or the place of 
the immeraion of (hs goddeas Durga—h-sfp / heg / hey f 
The ahrino was cstahtiabed by a king ncmuid Raja 
Bhagadatta. He had a younger brother Bamdunidra 
whoBo mind was pure aa ctyatal-^ey / hey / hey ! 

Raja Bhogadatta was happy with his people and Ram- 
chanilni preserved tlie peace of the Raj armed with waa- 
pone, his body protected by a steel armour —hey / Acii / 
hey / 

Their old mother was so infirm that she could scarcely 
walk. She once mquestod lier son the Raja to do some^ 
thing by which her place in heaven might be ensured and 
tier sins pardoincd'—Acy ! hey / Aep I 

The Raja clasped his bands as a mark of respect and 
aaid. "You are to me a goddess in the earth. What can 
I do to make your sina pardoned by the gods? Pray, tell me 
only once the means of your atonement. 1 stiaU instantly 
carry out your order'’—hry / hey i hey 1 

The nwiber said, "Hoar me, my iion. I want to tnaira 
a gift of gold u> Brahmins and perform the PLndi ceremony 

sJuingby tbc side of the twelve shrines "—hey f liey / 
hey / 

At this word of his mother the Rnjo wonderkigly said, 
*I am Sony to hear your words, ob motbor I Your Iteallb 
IS shatter'd. Pale is your face without any sign of bfood. 
Your liead trembles as you speak, and the legs totter as 
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jr'ou walk. Your e>'cfl urd dim and cars ait ticarly dmf. 
How can I take you to tbo twelve abrlnes in itiis condition" 
— / fttij f 

" 1 ctaap your feet, ob motbcr I and wisb yon to com¬ 
ply witb what I am going to say. I will myeeif go to Uui 
twelvD ahriiies and from dAcU of them bring mud and 
water. Here shall I get a unk dug for you and in il 
sbail I pul the Bocrad mud and water of the twelve ahritiea. 
Thera you will bathe every day and thereby your path to 
Heaven will be cammed ; the water of the pond will have 
a cooling effect on your body and bring peace to your mind. 
The people of tbis city of mine will bathe in ihia holy pond 
and they also will he saved from sin^ You will acquire 
virtue by this act and the people for generations to come 
will remain thankful to you "—key I hey t hey ! 

The dowager queen said at this, "Wellj myaoti, I accept 
your BUggeation. I^et your worde be fulfilled. It will 
remove all cause of my pain "—hey i bey f hey t 

In bis private chamber, did the Baja call his brother 
Eomohandra. He held him by the hand and said, “ I 
have consulted the almanac. 1 find that next Wednesday 
is a ve^ auspicious day. I will leave my city in order to 
visit the twelve ehriuee and it is my resolve that 1 will 
have a pond dug here, wherein the water of the twelve 
shrinea will be sprinkled, and there will my mother bathe 
every day and have her wishes fulfilled. It will take me a 
long rime lo wonder abroad and during this time, you must 
sit on my throne and rule the kingdom in such a meaner 
ae the tradition and the fame of our administration may he 
preserved"—/ keyt 

Tho youuger bEother Hamchandra sonnvvfully said, 
" What you will command I will do, ^Vb^t I am thinking 
of LS Bi. to bow sbaJt 1 be able to live parted from you for 
such a long time. You will suffer the hardahips of this long 
journey uud I will enjoy the pleasures of life sitting oo the 
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Uuttne. Thia U the oaa cauae of mj Borrow* * / 
h^y ! hajf / 

Bh a gadatta estctj “ Doji*t Barrow, tnj brother. This 
bod^ of miDD has come out of my beloved tnolher'a. She 
is to be adored by me. If 1 cannot gratify her wieliea, my 
wealth, my power, my palace I will consider as of no 
value. I tell you, my dear brother, Bamchandraj give 
me leave with sweet words and without sorrow. Buie the 
kingdom justly and lake the charge of our dear old mother'* 
— k$y! hiy fh^yl 

'* I have got one thing more to say. You are to ex¬ 
cavate a tank before I come back, so that en my neturo 1 
may find it ready "—hey I buy ! h&y t 

Baja Bhagadatta now bade fare wet! to hie brother and 
started for the twelve shrines, and Banichandra employed 
men for eicaraiing the tank—key / key / key f 

The new Baja pardoned coafirmed ciiminala and re¬ 
leased them from jails, treating all with compassion. He 
tried by all mesna to keep his people in peace and happine^ 
as his elder brother had advised —hey i hey t bey { 

The ryots were permitted to pay him tribute by rice- 
duets in the place of rice. When it was reijuired to 
bring the ryots to his court for some resson or other, the 
order on the court-peons was that they should be brought 
on the back of elephante. *' Do not cause them pain by 
obliging them to walk" wss the order. So the peons took 
elephants to the huts of the peasants along with the 
warrants—ksy / hey f key / 

Even those who were inveterate ruffians were treated 
tenderly, snd tbs King would not use any rough word to 
them. Thus did the young brother follow the advice of 
his elder brother even to a fault —hey t hey / hey / 

After a long time did Raja Bhagadatta return home. 
He told bis mother the tale of his long wanderings and 
poured the water of twelve shrices into the pond. The 
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aaotlicr was rigUt gtscl to bnthe io tbe pond, and seated on 
the land log gbac did bLo gladly malce gifts of goH^ aUver 
and oowa to iUe Brahmtnfl. Tbe Brahmins were aumptu- 
ouftly fed in the palace. They wens given neiv cloths to put 
on bcatdeaauioB of money muoli IwyotHl thdr expectations. 
The Rnj'a ugoin sat ou his throne and began to m!e Iiia 
kingdom justly —hey f bey i Aay } 

One day the king called hia eubjeets and naked them, 
" How did my country fare during tiie time my brother 
ruled?—^Were you not happy I hetjt hey / 

The Bubjects clasped their handa and said, '‘Bow 
can wc venture to tell you nil iliat we suffered? The 
memory of those days stilt pinches us ILko sharp thorns. 
Ramclumdrsj your brother, rated the kingdom likoonc 
void of all sympathy. He took nway all our rico, not 
leaving even the rioe-duBt for our share; our wotnnn in 
abject poverty bad to gather fuels from woods and sell 
them for a bare sustenance. He used to send conatables 
with warrants to the houses of the poor people and bring 
thorn dragged by rope to his palace. Thoir very bones wore 
shattered by Itie blows the oonetablea gave them at every 
step —hey t key f hey f 

Alone when the Raja woa seated in bis room, the younger 
brother gently came and spoke thus to the elder. “ I have 
remitted the dues of the ryota and given khom the paddy 
justly due to tbe State in order to make them happy. I 
showed them all consideration and brought them, when 
there was a need for tlteni, seated on the back of 
clephanta”—’hejf / key t heyJ 

Then did the younger Raja curse tbe subjects in this 
way,—being hurt by the act of the ryota, ** four luck is 
burnt and henceforwant you will pcrceivie the etl^t of my 
worda. You will dio for want of food and seeking rice you 
will wander forth in tbe forest iofeaUsd with wild beasts 
and the thorne will pierce your foct”—fiey / hey t hey ! 
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From iliencse tlie curae of tbe prince bao fblJowad tbe 
ungrateful ryota. They were reduced to cstroiiMj poverty 
and all their luippineeH dlMppeared — Jitcv ^ / hey t 

Then followed events whlcb will no doubt iiitereat ytio, 
iity Audience. I aui going to toll you moro about tbo tank 
Sutnnara—Acy / key / bey ! 

Tlui queen mother called bis sons lo her and saitl, 
“ Before I die, my sons, 1 liave a ikairc to he fulfilled by 
your help. If you care for money. I ahouU m^t like to dia* 
eJoae it, bm if you care for virtue alone, I shall be glad to 
tell you what my wiehes are-—fiey f heg 1 hey / 

Tbe Kaja said, £hi not worry ynuraelf aliout the 
question of monoy. For your sake, good tnotber, T cun 
spend the riches of my whole Iteasiiry'’ — hey / heyf hey t 
The mother said again, ** Think wali within yotir tniiKl 
before you make a promiet!. If afbT giving mu words you 
fail to carry tliem out, you will go to belt. So think thrice 
beloro you make a promise'’ — hey t hey ! hey f 

Bbogadatta said, " Here do 1 solemnly premise that 
whatever you will say T will do. Tour orrler wilt be obeyed 
at any cost'*— key t key i hey i 

The mother then said, ” I have spun one full N(He of 
thread. I ha a just taken it out from tfic upinning-wltee) 
and have twisted it rouud a spindle. Measure 11 at its full 
length and dig a tank in my nnrne whicli would be covered 
by the length of the Itueud, If you can do it, T will any 
that uat only arc you a prince but tlmt you hate (he heart 
of a prince nIso*’—hey f keyf hey / 

Then did the Baja take (tic spindle in hia hand snd 
ordered his Monshis lo follow him. He fixed h spot wherr 
tlte Utik wiis to t>e dug and at one anil of it lie planted » 
pole. He took one end of the threud and tied it to that 
pok. Then slowly did lie ndvauce with the Uircod in his 
hand and it took him four dondaa <,about nn hour and ■ 
half) to go tlte full length of tho thread— Acy / hey f hey t 
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The ml&islora said, "We <ue ofEiiitt to oouncil Your 
Majesty, but we cannot help (3ouig so. If a dighi is to be 
dug of ihfl 9126 ooTEfod by this tbraad. the resources of our 
royal treasury will fair'— / htg t hey t 

The Raja eaid, " I have promised to my luotber and 
there is tio help now, 'Evoii if my life gwa out, not to 
speak of my kingdom, I muBt cany out my promise"— heg i 
keg f ftcji / 

Then flocked tbreo thousands of coolies, who carried 
each a banket full of earth. The strong amongst them with 
large spades in their hands began to cut blocks of earth and 
the oomparatively weak meu with smalt apades made up 
thair sbortcomings by ^boutiug as loudly as they could— 
hey f ficp / lieg t 

Neat that new dfjthi there was a small pond with a tittle 
water. There the day-labourers washed their spades 
after their day's work—hep / heg / hep / 

Each one of the coolies took a spodeful of earth froni 
this little pond and threw it off. Bo the small pond 
grew in size and there was this sign left of their washing 
tlm spades. In this way two more tanks were dug 
without any cost end they were called Bara ffuddlto and 
Choto ICodulta {the tank dug by the large spades and 
the tank dug by the amaller spades;)—keg / hey / hey t 
Wben tbe tank Sutanari was fully excavated, one stond- 
ing at one of its ends could not command tbe view of the 
other. It wan a wonderful reservoir of water of which ibe 
like was not aeon in the Tocsiiity. Its crystal water looked 
blue aud transparent and in the midst of the tank was 
built a rest-home with a tower called Gambkira. Men and 
betuto sud birds with coloured wings flocked there night 
and day for drinking water—Aeij / key / hep / 

This wa<i the glorious memorial of the virtuous queen, 
and after her death a thick jungle grew round the tank, 
which was not cured for till ifte paasaga of air was shut on 
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all aides by tbe jungle, end tbe liquid treaeore of the 
dighi loflt ita pure quality—hey! liay I hey I 

The ting died; the ryoto who loved him are no more. 
The splendour of bis conti and its pomp are now reduced 
to a dream. On the spot where once stood the palatial 
huildioga foxes have made their parlour. In diat spot if 
one would care to explore it, one might yet find unnumbered 
wealth and goods of the ancient palace. Many people did 
explore it and get treasures where others in similar at¬ 
tempts failed and cursed tlKir lot—ftey I h$]f t hey 1 

This Lay of the Twelve Shrines is hniahed here. It was 
composed in the year 1878 <1280 B.8.). Paiu Bdti, the 
Gaycn (minstrel) of the village Bssaria, has added some 
refraios to it for facility of singing. May God's name be 
blessed and may He help os t 












THE FIGHT AT MAiaPUB 




PREFACE TO THE BALLAD OE MANIPUR FIGHT. 


The bcHuiiiul voile}' of Manipur bas on ita north the 
bilU mhtibiteil bj tlw N'agiw, on the south the tnounbun- 
ree«ese» urbera tiie Kukia, the Loabai and tlie iiutia have 
lived a primitive life From u pri^^liiittoric period. On the 
eoEt of Manipur la Barma and ob the weet lies the country 
nulled Cachbar. The border-line of Manipur on the cael 
domarcatna it from Burma, and dispuiea ofteu arose in the 
past as to the oxlent of thie boundary*linn, leading to 
warfuieanni) political troubles which oventutdly hmught on 
the interference of the Englieii—a subject which is dwelt 
on at some length in this ballad. The Htate of Manipur 
oonlaioe Efteen Iocs of bigbas (about fi,(K)0(Kl acres), of 
which only ten laca have been brought under cultivaiion. 

Beautiful is this valley of Manipur, eurrounded by hilla 
and lakes, the crystal waters uf w'htch sliine forth, reflecting 
tlie romantic aud picturesque scenery of landscape on all 
aides. The lake Lugatak and the Ilai havu on their south 
grassy meadows foil of A'ssA and XiisJi reeds which deligbi 
the eye with their green verdure, utidisiurbcd by trees or 
jangles. There are small rivulets and streams, the Ziri, 
the Mukru, the Borak, the Ireng, the Lengbs and the 
Lemitaka, which rush on with tremendous force during the 
raitiE but in the dry season become shallow and can even be 
erpeaed on foot. Near the hills known as the liematol, lies 
the city of Tmphal which Is better known as Mandpur—the 
capital of the Rajas of that oounAry. At the foot of 
Impbal, fiows the river Manipur in her rapid oourse, to 
meet the famous Irawady of Burma. 

The beautiful valley of Manipur presents in its charm* 
ing jungles the tall Pfagetisar,^ Parttf,* Banshtbaf,^ Arjun* 
Indrajaba' Tamale and oak trees with their luxuriantly 

* Mjinm fnm. ” H^emU S^MoLru. * Tht fanJ/ % irn vnAw vlkKch 

BiM ttii flitiiL * AijtuiA. ■ Tih# ChJv ns. 

* Itnihoflymni ptcuntis. 
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nch leafy brancbes, which afford aboltor to the beautiful 
birda Shyatno and Afoino. These birds which sell 

at high pricM in the Tiretta Bazar of Calcutta are available 
at Mauipur for little or no price. The whole country thue 
seentfl to bo a oest of singing binJa. Cn the Cenoua Report 
of 1901, we hud aia tbousaxMl men, out of a population of 
9,!il,000, whose avocation is mustc,. Besides these, every 
bouse of Mandpar ciaims one or two amongst its 
members, as amateur musiciaiiB. In Calcutta where we had 
1 populatioi> of about 9 lacs at the time, there were only 
eeren tboitsaml moD who followed music as profession. It is 
no wonder that a coimlry so rich in its natura] beauty as 
Manipur soppUea a porennial inspiration of the Muse amongst 
her people. Manipur-forests abound with cobras, clephante 
and royal tigers. White elephants are alao to be now and 
then soen in the jungles. People of Manipur consist of the 
Manipiiri Hindus who bfilong mostly to the ^CsAeffrij^o race. 
There are also Kagos and other hill-tribee who liave adopted 
Bindu practices and live on lines of amity with tbeir 
neighbours^^the Husdu Aiyaos, The Hindu womeo are 
famous for their beauty and sbill in artistic work on silk, 
fnspite of their teuder looks, they are hardy ; the thmee of 
Manipuri women is a sight worth seeing by at! vjBitore to 
Manipur, As the Hindus are Vaisnevas, tbeir women bate, 
io response to tlw call of tliclr lender emotional religion, 
acquired on ssthetic culture which add to lhair various 
natural aUraetione, l^xual morality is on the whole 
above blame. In case of a breach of morals, it is 
the ineti who are subjcctod to punishment, the women 
escape with imputuly. The Kukii, the Nagaa, the Kochas 
Ofi also the Aryan population liave simple habits, brave 
hearU ami sturdy patriulism. Stay* Mr, Mukundalal 
Choudhiiry, ambor of the history of Mnmpur, " The 
Manipur Hindus have polite maiinere. They are Murteous 
but m>i flatterers like tho Bengalees. The Dourage of the 
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up-country HindUj the gracioufi maanfira of tUe Bengalee and 
the simpUoUy of the Assameee have oombined to form some 
of the cliaTacteristlcs of Manipur people." {p. 19. 2nd Ed.J 

Tbo iucame of tht State is between twenty five and 
thirty lacB a year. 

After giving this introductory note on Manipur, I shall 
dwell at Home letigih on the ballad publiahed in this voimno. 

We read iit the ^rjirint Bltnjfnrdte (19tb bbanda, 22nd 
Canto) and in the Adi and Atmamedh Pnrrus of the 
Mahabharat how Arjun, the third of the Pandava-brntheiB, 
want to Manipur dunng bis exile and married a daughter 
of tlie King CMtrahahan named Cbitrangada,—a subject 
which baa formed tho tiiema of one of the pooma of 
Rsbindrs Nath Tagore, Chitraiigada’s son Babrubahan 
aBcende<l the throne of Manipur, as Cbitrabahan had died 
without any male iasue. The Rajao of Manipur 
trace their origin from Babrubahan. It is a tale of the 
pre-bistoric period, end legends and myths have no doubt 
mixed together in the account given in the Epic and the 
Bhagavata. Borne of our modem scholars have disputed the 
olaims of this Manipur, to their ollegied oonnsetion with the 
Mahabharat legend, and have tried to idenitiy the Manipur 
of the PandavBs with a oountry of the Esme nnino situated 
in another part of India. But we need not enter into 
this vend question, more or less of an antiquarisn ixtoeal, 
ss the stthieot-matter of this ballad beJongf to a very 
reoeot political event. 

The ballad is clear enough in all its details. Bat the 
elaborate hiatoTj of Manipur by Muktmdalal Cboudhury, 
on which it is partly baaed, deals with the story firom a 
aomewfast different view-point. On reading the ballad one 
would suppose that Tikendrajit was probably more to be 
blamed than the BriUsb Government which sat in jadgment 
over him and sentenced him to death. The ballad seems to 
attempt at a partial juBtificalion of the British authoiifties. 
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whereas the history of Manipur hiKiA f&tiU with tbs 
Government o^Bicials for passing the cruel sentence. Tlw 
ms^er will certainly find Lu the bailad Iho spirit of one who 
believes in British fuetice. The author writes with ail 
aympathy about the unfortunate hero of the ballad 
Ttkendrajil. But he places the facts in such a way that 
if he was, indeed, wrong in hit view, it should not 
be attributed to any motive, Hia motive is simple 
enough and undoubtedly shows that be wrote from con¬ 
viction. He gave the popular veraion of the tale as 
believed by his cxinntryinen, at least the Mohsmmedana, 
when<as the biakiriati of Manipur cleverly handles all the 
political materials to which lie had ocoeaa and tries 
to show the inner workings of administration, which 
were certainly beyond the range of popular knowledge, 
Thore can be no doubt that Tikendrajit was on out- 
ptattding and reroarhahle pemonaiitj. He was a hero of a 
hundred fights and everywhere hu was triumphant, soma* 
times against mnumerahle odds. Bis courage, statesmanly 
manoauvrsa and integrity were praiBed not only by hia 
countrymen but also by hie numeroua European friends, 
When he waa a mere Isd of eighteen, he killi^ Uons and 
royal tigera in aingle'handed fight#. It La aaid that he bod 
killed iunumerabte bears, lions, wild boJIaloes and more thar» 
two thousand tigers daring bis life. ''The waysof our hero 
TtkendrajU while hunting were wonderful and strange'*— 
saya the historian of Manipur. '^He would give no cr^t to 
thoee buntere who killed a tiger by gun-shota and arrows. 
When a tiger would oome in sight, he would at once jump 
down from his home and vatiaotty approach the animal 
face to face. If the tiger would not still 1 m induced to oome, 
be would peliatonea at it with a view to excite ito anger. 
When the tiger so excited would jump down upon him, 
be would cat it into two by a airoke of his uharp sword. 
Many a time he enoounlered great dangers during such 
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adventures." (p, 310). When tws wob saly twenty one 
years old, he defeated the Kagoa with eitrsordmary courage 
and skill, befriending the English., which W'on for him 
universal admiration, and as a reward for this daring act of 
bravery leading to Britiali bucccbs, the Government gave bie 
father Maharaj Chandroiirtti the title of K.C.S*!., together 
with a present of 3,000 guns, a medal and nipees ten to each 
soldier who had fought in that memureble battle, and a very 
valuable gold medal decorated with stenea to Tikendrajit* 
Ho also helped the English in their fight with the 
Hurmcao King, and the British authorities were hound 
by tifiB of gratitude to this valiant general lor bis manifold 
activities on their behalf. 

A roan of intrepid cliaractar, Tikendrajit adhered to his 
principles above all tbinga. Ho was a voracious eater of 
meat iu his younger days, but when during his initiation 
into the Vaianavs faith, be was ordered hy bis father 
Chandra Eirtti not to touch any meat in his life, he obeyed 
that order totlie last day of bis life. Hia annual income was 
more tlian Rs, 60,000 a year but hia charity was so great 
that be became involved in heavy debts by giving away 
more than what he had with an open-handed liberality, 
which made him so dear and beloved in his country. 

If one will read the documentH annered to the History 
of Manipur, one will have grave doubts as to whether 
Tikendrajit waa guilty of the mnrder of tl«s ComroiBsiDUM 
Mr. Quinton and his coronnlca. Before thk tragedy bad 
tittfpti ptooa, the Oovemment was secretly considering if 
they would sand Tikendrajit to oiile. 

Why tbe British Government became liostile to one 
who was their great benefactor and friend will I’c evident 
from the speech of Sir John Ouret, Undor-Secretary of 
State for India, made in the Parliament.* “Just 

• rfMuaxS'i loilifcii ScbiiH. Switon (t fv- WSMS 
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let tbi> Hou^ c&Qaidcr who thi? Sanapati waa, Bo w^a 
a QiajL of the greatest ability and the greotest force of 
character araiing iho ruliiig family of Manipur. He waa a 
man who wne extremely popular among the people, who 
hnd the reputation of fiEiving imporeriahed himself by gGae<' 
TOaity, which is one of the greatest rirtuea to which on 
Driental can tupiro—GovertuDCiit have always luited and 
discouraged indepc^ndent and original talent and promoted 
iociie and nnpretending mediocrity. This ia not a new 
policy. Tt is as old OR Tarqninluua Superhus. and altlioiigh 
in tbfssc modern times we do not lop or ent ofi the heads of 
the tall poppies, we t&he otht^r and more mercifuj means of 
reducing any paraoii of dangcrious pre-etDiueoce to s harm- 
leas condition. Why, in my own life I have known num¬ 
bers of cAfiOS of this kind. I remember 30 years ago bow 
the Britieb Oovemmeut sjicat their blood and tmssure in 
tbe Colony of New Zealand for iho purpose of destroying 
tho power of the Maori King instead of govennug the 
natives of New Zealand through his inslmmentality. I 
remember how a few years later a Britieb Government 
destroyed the power of the Beteweyo tn South Africa as 
soon os be ceased to be necessary oa a counterpoise to 
Transvaal. But I con give you eiamples of the some policy 
more racenl. Why did you expel Arabi from Egypt ? 
Because he was thought to be practically dangerous to the 
peace of tho oonutry^ I can give you even a olufler 
parallel taken from that Governniout of which the Right 
Honourahlo gentleman {Lord Lonsdowne) was so distin¬ 
guished a member. Why did you arrest Zebher and intern 
him in Gibraltar ? There was a man of great ability in a 
country over which you bad no power, but acting from a 
political necessity you would not pennit him to exercise huj 
influence in tho Soodon, although General Gordon vour 
agent in tho Soudou askofl to liave him there,...It is a 
mortifying thing to coofeas but f think Govemmcnlji are 
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very likely to be right in followiDg the trsdition. It ie pep 
Jiaps belter that great ahiliiv and iiidependerde ahmild be a 
disqualification for State service. It is perJiaps 1>cUcr for 
the peace ainl aafoty of lliu worlil ihiil yon shoviil depend on 
mediocrities.” 

However incoraaUlunt nmt incompatible aueb views 
might lie from tlie point of view of higher ethics, this has 
been the course adopted not only by pamimiunt Powers hut 
by petty chiefs and even Patriarchs in old famity- 
life, all the world over, hiven a iJttmiodnr dncfl not 
brook tlie ryot wlm expose-^ the rnaiifniiTnsa of administm* 
tion and orgnniscs his neighbours lo revolt, Unwaver riglitc- 
ous his cause may Iw. The Dull of Bali in Bengal ”wbo 
declared that be lind merely oscorM the live Brahmins from 
Kauauj oml hud never b«m iLeir slave, wan branded »s a 
lotV'Caste Kayasthn and lit; sank down to the level of a Non* 
Kulin. Tho fictoD of the (Vijpta foLindy amniig the Vajdj’os 
who did not alight from his horse b) sliaw King Lakshninn 
Set! an abject nnd servile liumiliiy was deprived of bit 
KuJiuism and wna aneeringly (vtlb] Asva ftiipta {'Horse 
ilupta.'l 0 . nmiLC of latnmy still borne by his deacendimts. 
Dmiiapani. one of the Knlin Vuidyas, Inal his high status, us 
lie tiiurriod n girl after his choice without anisiilting his 
fELlliGr. Independence.AntI hotiosty of purpose have often 
Iteeii onmkmncd nnd tfiscouriigisd by men in [Kiwer not only 
in politics but also in society in every part of the world. 
The Goveniiucut wuntod h) itanish 'I'ilmtidrajit. In thr 
opinion of Sir ifobn Gorsta this was o right view of matters. 
In llic ncvv»*pa{jerrH a rofwrt was puhliahvd that Ijnrd 
Lundsduwfie had expressed himeelf to the following elTect: 
" The iJritkli (tovermnciii is Ihr supreuio [wwer tii thin 
country. 1 am tlu; represeijtiitive uf Her Majuety and 
though we pro bore, Tikendrajit completty igitorttl iia and 
witliuiil tiiWing atiy {>c]mi^siunfmiii u^, retiiiwcd iiMuliaraja 
from hix Ihmue uiid inHiatlci) uTaithi'r im 'Jic Gcdi. This net 
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oao tuever lie Forgivcti. He mert be rcisoved from 
Manipur,** 

Tbe GovernmeTit in thier attempt to banisb the linn 
from bin den met with a Htern robufT and tlie uafortunale 
aaaaiBaination of the Britiab officialB wna the roaulL Yet it 
tB true that U the old Tbatigal general who believing in 
an old prophecy gave onlera for killing the live Euroiiean 
officialB. Acul a$ iUducLt would have Tikcndrajil who bad 
been deliberately anil enmfMliy trying liia level Inrst to avert 
the tragedy could notobBiriict tbci course of fate **whicb Bent 
tbe five Eunipeans to tbeir plaro ol Eternal Rest, extin* 
guisbed tbe lamp of tbe royal houBO of Kulachandrafrom tbe 
Manipur palace, blew out tbe life of the old Thiuigal general 
already in its last tlicbur, und (uat tliougb not tbe leaet, 
destroyed the life of the greateBt men of Manipur wbo bad 
at tbe time barely reached tbe age of thirty two.'* 

Tbe poet inspite of bis evident loyalty to tbe 
BKtiuli Government exprcGBC^ a doubt about what tbe issue 
of the fight would have been, had the Huja of Manipur 
accepted I be help of tbe bilMribea, wbicli they bail freely 
offered, and resolviHl to deciaro war iigainst tbe Paramount 
Power (Canto 14, JL 110-3^) ,r FFere oiir pout abowa hia 
v1t1i^e>wiBdum and n sense of proportion which is on a 
par with that of the biird of tbe Mainamaty sotigs who 
vauntcil that the whole territory of tlie Emperor of Bengal 
waa so large that it would requiro one 22 ihmdait to travel 
it on foot I 

This ballad of the Jigbl n% Manipur was nritten by 
MunnUi Mohammad Aaruf Ho^sain atioiit tbe time of tbe 
occurrenise of ilie event, and I mclude it. io this volume of 
Baateru Bengal Ball ads with the permiaaion of the iiiithnr. 


DiKBsn Cn,i>i>nii Sen. 


The Rjtht at Manipur 

Hear, my Tmuids, tlie liUtnty tit Matijpur, n cotmtry 
wliieb had ever prei<erveil its freedom, iri ihe east of India 
stands Manipur and to it» oonth lies Burma, Now tot 
me deRcrjl» to you Imw the kingdom went under the 
dominatiun of tiie EngliBh, and how Churaciuuid becatne 
lUt kitijj. Of uid, tliere was a king in this land natnt^ 
('hitrabuhon, who hfl<t a daughier oamod Objirangada. The 
five Pan da van were tn eiiie, and Arjun, in ib* course of his 
wanderings, cuine to Manipur, Ho waa received with a 
tieariy welcome at the royal court. He married the princess 
Chjtrangada and a son waa bom to them named Babru- 
bahan. As the king C'liiLmtmhau had on male ianue, the 
kingdom passed on to the grandson niter bia death. Five 
thouaamt years hod ekpsod «tuco then ; and dining these 
long centuries, the kingdom had passed thmugb many 
bande. Tlien it came under the away of a race ealled Uie 
Nayas, whose leader Parnhova oonqucTied the land by ioroe 
of arms. He reigned ujidor tfio oaTrifl of Oarib Newaj and 
fouglit many a battle against the Burmese. He died after 
a long reign, and the kingdom passed on to a Baja named 
Jay Binglu. 

At this time, the klog of Burma attacked Manipur 
and Jay Bingha became frigbtoned at hia prowess. But the 
Burmese wore at enmity with the Bnglisb, and Jay Singba 
therefore sought iho iiclp of the totter. From Chittagong 
came b\x bonds of sepoys and it waa thus that tlie Engliah 
fiTatcarao in touch with the people of Manipur. 


(LL M2a.) 
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It WAB sLxljr years alter tliis that Gombhir Biagba 
t»ecanie tite king of hfanipur. He was ou the const frieiulty 
terms with the English who had about this time iatlea out 
with the Ruler of Burma. It nas the year ld21. Tbe 
Burmese king attacked Cacbhar and did oot spare Mampur, 
But with tbe lielp of the English, the ICmg beeame 
victorious. The war wuu brought to an end by the treaty 
of Ysiidavor \ and then a sou whs bora b> tlw Kiiif 
Gambbir Sing ha named Chandrakiitti. Ohandrakirtti 
was only a year old,when the king GamUhir Sii^ha died. 
The widow and the eoti of tlie deceased king were oommitted 
to the caroi of Naraaingba, a general of tbe departed king. 
Mnraaingha became the regent and oondneted the aflaire of 
State With gnsat ability and fomeight. Dovendra SingUa, 
a brother of Naruaingitu, however, turned a foe to tbe 
latter and he wna assisted in hts ovii desigmi by one Mabin 
Singha. They put their wila logolher and [Persuaded the 
Queen that Niiraaii^ha aimed at the life uf her eon; for, by 
kiiling him, he would bo able lo usurp the throne. The 
Queen foolishly believed in the words of the mistTeante, 
The credulous woman could not Ree through the designs 
of Dovondra who wanted to take the life of Ghandrakirttit 
after ftret getting rid of Nnrasingha. She readily lent 
her support ti> iho plan of putting the general to dentb. 
(Traduatly Naraaingha came to know of evurything and 
the Queen with bor eon, thirteen years old, wa.n now in 
great danger. The inuthcr and the eon fled olf to Cachhar, 
and at this time N'araalngha ciscondeil the throne. He 
was a pious man tmd uaed to visit alour- tlie temples of the 
gods without any sltendnnt or bcHlyguartl. He waa one 
day olFerirtg prayers to the gtxls wben the rogue Nabin 
raiser! his iworJ at him. but thanks to his good luck, be 
could foresee ihs desigu and caught llio sword with Ida right 
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haod. Tile mortal wound, ItoweTcr, brought on a dtsensie 
to which he ultima UJj succumbeii and then the kingdom 
went to the rogue DcTendra. Chandrakirtti had hy Uits 
time attained the age of nineteen and tw made bold to gu to 
hia own countr)’ of Manipur. Hifi subjecta came in large 
numbers and rendered him every ueaistauce. With their 
help he fought hia way hack to the throne. In Uie course of 
hie reigtr, ha etitorcd into friendly tmatiea with the Engl tab. 
During the periixl of Oambbir Singha’s reign, the English 
kept an Agent at Manipur; and fmm that time onward the 
Residency has been matntaioed all along. (LI. I'dS.) 


( 3 } 


t^ar toilh lAc the Eumiere and f^aracAau'K.. 


In 1(170, a war raged beUveen the Engliah mid the 
Nogas, The Kagna displayed remarkable courage and 
the English General sought the help of Manipur. At the 
Durbar, Chondmkirtti asked of ail his men as to who could 
go to assist the Engjisli. Prince Tikendrajit responded, 
saying, [f Your Majeaty pleaees, I can/' The king then 
gladly sent him out wuth two thousand men ; and after n 
mouth and a iiulf of righting the Kngaa were defeated and 
they henoefonh owed allDgiance to the English. Thanks 
to the valour ol Tikendrapt, the prestige of the English 
was maintaitied, and its a mark of reoognitioD, tlie king was 
decorated with a K.C.3.L, and was further rewarded with 
two thcusantl guns, Tikendrajit was given a gold medal, and 
the sLepoys too got a jiiednl each, witli other rewards, for the 
English, os you sre all aware, know how to appreciate merit, 
In 1885, another war broke out between the English 
and the Burmese, nud the Maharaja sent out many soldieni 
under one ' Str. John.' Altera reign laating for thiriy-hve 
years, King Chandrakirtti left the mortal world, leaving 
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hobind him eight queciui ami ten sons to moum bis loss, 
The numes of these sons were Sursobandra, Kesarjiti 
Blmirabjii, Pndnmtociion, Knlachaodra, Uuiidliar Biiighiit 
Tikcodrtijit, BUubnn Siogha, Jhalakirtii, Jilla Gamvs. 
Mahornln CJnandrakirtti had i net a} led Knlaclmndra on bis 
Gadi during tbe latter part of his lifeT nnd JhabkiTtli was 
appointed the genernl of the nmiv. Arrangetnents unre set 
on foot for the ooronailon of the Muluiruja when the sound 
of war^dritm was heard from a clistHnoe, which was 
a challenge from the sons of Narasingha. The king’s 
death was foUow'ed by this disosier and the princes were 
all puzzled, but Tikendra)it mustered an army and pre¬ 
pared lutubelf for fighting tite enmy, while iho atfier brothers 
all went to attend the funeral of the father. Baraclmwba 
and Mflkjin were the naines of Narasingba's sons, who bad 
Drived to regain their father’s throne. The two armies 
fought a hard fight for four days and then Barachawba 
retreated with hia brother. After some time, Jbalakirtti died 
and Ttkendrajit was appciinted Commander'in-chief in 
bis place. The fittest man was now at the head of the 
army and 'four months passed off happily, Boraehaw^ba 
invaded the land again and Tikcndrajlt went to encounter 
him for the second time. It wna a terrible fight and 
Tiketidrajit began gradually to lose heart. Surachandra 
now songht the lUfsistancc of the Engiisb who sent s 
hundred men. Tteinforcod by tUeae men Tikendmjit 
rushed to meet his foes with great vigour, and suddenly the 
latter began to Fetire. The iwc brothers were then Uken 
caplives by Tiketidraiit. but frteh tiwuhle was now 
ahead. The tlitrd brother of King tiumchandra waa 
Bhalrabjit wlio did not look upon the honours conferred 
on the General and tite Crown Prince with good grace,— 
for both of them were hie step-brothers. Eia thoughts 
night and day were fixed on devising means to harui his 
half-brothers. His evil counsels won over many of 
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the courtiera, and n partj was formed against Iho Genera] 
ami tlie Crown Prince. The king hinwelf was a vary aunidc 
man nnd he coatd not see through the destgna of Bhairab, 
A jear pasi^cd on in this wa^ and then an event haptx^nod 
of great political aigniftcance to which I beg to invite jour 
attention now. (Id-1-14.) 


< i ) 

IKor ujtlfi lb€ Son of Atjaikani, the KukiSt 
and /ogendra Stagha. 

King ChondrakifUi had a minister of the name of 
Bhuban Singhiit whose eon was Ayalkarai, Ayalkarat 
now found that on opportunity had come to him and he 
led an expedition against Manipur, The inhabitants of 
the placo were sorely agitated uver thia attack and a great 
battle ensmMl, ranging through the whole country. The 
sound of guns and cannon dinned in the ear and many 
[woplfl left the land in panic. Ayalkarai was a very gtroog 
man himself and Uie king waa seized with fear. Tik<mdrajit 
and PadEnslocIian were the two prominent figures in the field 
and the fight went on day and night without cessation. 
Many uoldiers on the Maharaja’s side lost their lives, 
and Tikcndrajit and Padmalochan were dismayed. Then 
tliG two brothers confarred together and divided the army 
into two battalions. With one Padiualoohan left the 
field, and with the other Tikendrajit began gradually to 
retire and by this clever mciTP he could now enter into 
the fortrasfl. Ayalkarai foimd no trace of hia enemy and 
followed Tikundrajit into the fort. Here t<x) there was 
no sign of the exiatcnce of his foe. Be now fondly 
beltevcd thill Tikendrajit had retired in despair, and iiu was 
confident of gaining the throne. All on a sudden the rear 
of guns WHS beard, us Tikeiwlrajil had again combiiwnl 
with Padnialochan and attacked him from both sides, 
fit 
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Ayolk^riii loiit nil luerneQ snd tuiil to bid Hdtcu to bis liopes 
of gfllsiiig Uie crown. Indeed, be bimeeiT fell in tbe battle 
with four of bis iioiis. 

The whole fioimiry rang with shouts of ovatioa in 
Itoitoui of the General whose acliieveniont also received 
the commendation of the Agent, The envious BLnirabjit 
was highly mortified at this fame of his enemy. He was 
a well-read scholar and always kept close to the king and 
helped biin in the dtsdinrge of fltatc-dulies, for which he 
had become hia father's favourite. The king fondly believed 
Bhairab to be an honest man. Too much of show often 
proves the lack of stthstancc but in the present coBe the 
vagaries of Bhairab passed od no detected. Many a day 
wont on in tbie way till there arose disaenstens between a 
certain official of the State and the Kukis, Taniahu was 
the [lame of their chief. He came to the royal bouse and 
demanded justice for the Ktikis. The kiog^a decision was 
unfavourable to them, and for this they stopped paying rent 
and other dues. Finding that trouble was ahead, tha king 
tried to bring them round by importuQEtte persuasions, but 
mild words did not prevail on Tamahu who at last said that 
his men would suhtnit only if the king diami^ed the official 
with whom they had a friction. On mvestigaiioQ it was 
found that the official in question wm free from all blame 
and hence nothing could be done agaiimt him. So the Kukis 
rose in rebellion. SoMicre were sent out to quell them, but 
In the first battle the royal army was defeated. The lossea 
wore heavy, for many w'ere slain and countless taken 
captives. Then went forth Tikendrajit and a terrible battle 
ensued in which TamtiUu was dideatcd. He was captured 
and brought to the royal court but did not yield even at 
this crista. He was Kent to priwm. After four months, he 
was found remorseful and humiliated, and then w^as let off. 
In 1B6& appeared snoUmr enemy in Jogendra BLngba 
in Gachhar. He went out to BtL.ich Manipur and with him 
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were fiife hundred men. On bis way be bed a fikirmieli 
with the English in which be lost his li^®* thus 
Manipur escajied a danger from oatBide. Thia att, on the 
part of the English, was of couree, qtiitn befitting a friendly 
power j and the Maharaja paid them higreapectful ^^nkB^ ^ 


( 5 > 

Ttoubl^ begtn* 

The king^ won over by llu? of Bbairabp Ixjgun to 

trust him more than otliora. Prince Kulftcbandra was iii 
charge of the judiciary *nd Bhairab found out many faultu 
inhia work. The king, listening to the eril counsel of 

Bhairab appointed him in the plaw of Ivnlachandra, B 
was a great insult to tlio latter and q’ikendrajil wan morti- 
fiwl at thifl act. rvols had ont^ in^ultod the General 

for which he had puiiinhed them. This was juat the 
loophole for Bhairab. He exaggerated the matter before 
his father, making, so to speak, a mouutaiu of a mole-hill. 
Things rutne to such a pass at the iuBtigatlon of Bhairab, 
lhat the king became rather displeased with Tikendra. Bui 
the supporters of this warrior-primal every day grew In 
number and at thU Bhairab burned with mtdi« all Uie 
more. Here in Bhairab*» mi ml wna kindled a fire which 

was deetwied to burn the whole of Manipur. The kmg now 
was guided bytheCOUUBclor this wicked prince and thns 
teaulted in the humiliation of maiiy reapectahle people. On 
a day in 1890, King Suraclumdra was fast nslcsp wl^ Jitta 
Singha and PrincoBhiiban came out with many people. They 
climlHjil the walls of llie pnhwe with the help of laddere and 
reached tlio reyoi harem. There was the firing nl bullets 
Oil all sides whirli awokcnoil the Mahamja. Ho underalnod 
the situation ami was seised with foar, for he was never 
known for any special aptitude lor war. Hifl body-gUMds 
too were not of any use. He was pulting on a turban 
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wftsn a atrack it* The bullet piefced the turban and 
bur^ out. a few paces off from him. Stricken with panic 
the king made good Lis eacope through a window aJong with 
fonr of hist attemlnnta. Jitta Singhsi joined Tikendra and 
other brothers nf the king and also the rotainera who had 
been drivea out* They all nocked togclhGr and tite whole 
palace rang ^vilb the hub-bub* BLoirab joined ihe king 
along with eighty men, and reflecting tliat it would not be 
to roium to the palace, they ran off to the Residency, 
itoiinwhile Tiketidm had made himaelT master of the fort, 
the store of amoiimitioii and the treasury. Cries of "Clieers 
for the GoneraJ ** shook the sky, and the men oasembled under 
him femained ready to meet any attack that might N made. 
Seeing all these, Kiilachandra ran away along with a number 
of soldiers* This was apparently a harmless atop, but the 
object of Kulachiuidra wao achieved by a ejevor dodge. The 
Residency was very close to the royal palace and tlw firing 
of gtina could easily be hoard from there. Mr. Grimwood 
woke up fnjm sloop, but could form no idea about what the 
notBC was due to* He made the goldienj of h^s personal 
staff pul ott their accoutremonts and guard the house. At 
half past two in the mnniing the king reached the Residency 
along with bis retainers. To the queries of the Agent he 
oouJd give no answer and all of them spent the night in the 
Durbar Hall. On the morrow all the loyal scldiore and 
subjects flocked bcoido the Aosidiency. Tlie Agent helped the 
Maharaja with some soldiere and asked him to go out to toko 
posoessioD of the royol palace, but none was ready (or the 
venture. Finding that iLings were in such a paoB, the Agent 
sooldod the men eevenUy, The crest-fallen officials now 
went to the king and begau to give him advioe. There 
were many men, and many were the counsets given by them. 
At last spoke tlie old Prinie Minuter Tluinga} Genera! '' If 
you ^re for your prestige, my prince, just take up your 
sword* 1 am the oldest of yoor mimatere, and your 
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predecessor* did aJl tiljide by my counsel, and may 1 nol 
espect yon to do the same?'* 

But nuns else counesUed war and the king too declined 
taking up arms- Then after two days he wrote to 
Tikendiftjit * letter which ran thoa—“ I have a gitiat wish 
to go to the holy city of Brindabao on pilgrimage. 

I have no mind to take up the reins of the State again. 
Let KnlEchandra be insfciUed im the throne and uieks 
arrangemeata tor my starting for Brindaban. BhaLrabiit 
has indeed served you ill. Remember your father and do 
forgive him for the sake of your father’s memory, 

Tikendrajit wrote in reply, My respedfu) Balutations 
to your Royal Highness. I do reverently bear on ray liead 
lbs oommand of my reyal brother, and shalJ be glad to 
make arrangementie for your trip to Brindabon. 1 hope, 
your Royai Highness will graciously pardon ell the faults of 
this humble subject.” 

Now happened a strange event, bat nil was due to the 
will of the Almighty and who can stay His decrees? Mr. 
Grimwood went to tho royal pelaoe and had Prince Kula- 
Chandra called to him. On receipt of the message, Kuln- 
Chandra hastened there and proclaimed himrelf king, 
Bfothera, relatives and frjRnds.—all ackimwledged their 
allegiance and the General Tikendrajit was proclaimed 
Crown Prince. Having returned from there, Mr. Grimwood 
began to make arrangements for the journey the ex-king 
to Brindaban. It was the eighth day in the month of 
Aswin (September) in the Bengali year 1938. Ring Sara- 
chaedrn had abdicated and was starting on pilgrimage to 
Brindaban. 


( 6 ) 

Three brother* accompanied him with sixty retatnera. 
There wore Mao thirty-five Goorkha aoldjere. On the eve 
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oJ his departure, the whole of Macipu; woe one vaat fioene 
of grief. Tin* people heard of the king's abdication, 
Toara gueheJ down their eyea sod their beatte burned in 
Borrow, Thoy came in groujia, all ia tenra, and honoured 
him with presents. The king raised hie haod and poured 
forth his blessingR. He emhraced Tikendrajit and gave 
him the keys of the doora of the royal palace. To Eiila- 
chaodra he presented the royal sword and then bo dolled 
his royai garments. At Ihia the people recalled the old 
story of the Raranyan and said that U was as if Bam 
was giving his kingdom to Bharat. The old king left 
Manipur for good and all acknowledged allegiance to t!ie 
now Tulcr. From here the ex-king went lo Caleutta, and 
OovernmcDi police became hia eacort. Now lot us see 
what he did here, H,e made a petition to the Rnglish 
Govermnent, asking their help fur regaining his lout throne. 
He, further, said that be had no mteiition of finally leaving 
his kingdom. He only wanted to pay a viait to Brindabair, 
Mr, Quinton was then the Chief Commissioner. With six 
hundred men ho went to Manipur and wroto-to Surachandra 
from there, flo then finally installetl Kulachandra 
os king and said that those who hod been hjs enemies 
would now receive condign pudiahraent, Surmihaodra 
was not competent to quell his enemiea and that waa why 
KulacJiandrs waa made king in his place. Having come lo 
know all thef?e, the Government of India sent matruettoiij 
to the Chiof Commissioner to arreat Tikendrajii by some 
clever trick not involving war and then to Mnd him into 
exile on the pretext of some alleged olFcnce, Mr. Grtmwood 
informed the Commisainner that Ttkendrajit was not 
tbfi man to let himself be easily arrested. Then it was 
decided in council that Tikendrajit was to be called to the 
Durbar and there put utiHcr arrest. It was tbs desire of the 
Government not to shed blood, but to punish ihu miscreant 
after Mpturing him by means of a clever dodge. They 
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natnft to this decision ct s coofertsace bdd at in 

which eeventeen EogliahiiieD were present. Maharaja 
Sulachandra wiis in great suspense, for, the order canfinn- 
ing his instidtation hud not yet arrived. The Crown Prince 
Tikeodrajii got infonnation tliat the Chief Cpinmiasioner 
was going to Manipur to capture a tiger there* Knlachandra 
had also come to know about the petition of Surochandra 
for re^'installation on the throne. Runiour was ado&l in 
Manipor to the elect that the Chid Coratniaaioner was 
coming along with Suraehandra and a rotimie of eighteen 
hundred sepoys, and that Suraehandra would ngaia he 
on his throne. This matter was discussed in the royal 
court too and these reports were known to all. The Chief 
Commissioner would soon be coming and it was supposed 
that Suraehandra too wsa in his company. This report was 
a cause of great aisnn to KulschandrA. He accordingly 
got ready to resist the eoming of the ex-Maharaja. 

(LI. 1-06,) 


{7 ) 

As soon as the Commissioner arrived at Kohinia, news 
reached Kulsehandrs ; sal having got ready a force of 
thousand soldiers* tie wanted to send it on to stop the further 
progr^ of the CommiBaioner*B party. Mr, Grim wood 
came to know of this dangeroun resolve and tried to 
dissuade Kiilachnndra from the wrong course. The Malm* 
raja afterwarda informed the Agont that it was not bis 
intention to fight the English. What he wanted was to 
prevent Suraehandra from entciing the kingdom, and that 
was the sole reneoD for the advance of the 'jopoys. '* That 
the British will not join my party,'* said the Maharaja, 
” we can well realiw. ft is an interoeciDC Btrife, and so 
far aa we know, the English Government will not 
icterfere.” Then he wrote a letter to the ComausHioncr 
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eD^tiiriiig if Surachandra waa with turn. ** Why ia it, " 
ht; farther nskcd, tiial you tiuvu such a large army with 
you? Wliut bringa you to my oouutiy? " 

'' jiurochandra is oot with me," answered the Com' 
miastouer. " Indeed 1 have ao array of body-guiuda, but 
tbew; 1 have kept with me in obedietK^ to the orders of the 
Viwroj." It was io the muntli of Chaitra (Mareh) in the 
year 15397 B,S., that the ComDussionui wrote this letter 
from Sangomoj). He further wrote iu the letter—I eball 
arrive ai Matiipur at ten in the momiog to^morrowt and 
there will be a Durbar at the Residency the day after. 
You will kindly attend there along with yotir ministers and 
your bfothere,*' The Crown Priaoe Tikendrajit waj 
ill and aleo fastbig on account of ckodoM. Still ba 
went forward with his armies with a view to receive the 
CommiHaioner and pay him respects. They mol on the 
hanks of the Kairang and the Prince paid bis respects in s 
fitting manner. The Commmioncr went to Manipur along 
with the Prince and reached the Residency on the 0th day 
of Cbsitra, There was usual firing of guiB in honour 
of his arrival, and Maharaja Kulachandra was biinsetf 
presunt to welcome him. It wtis decided that the Durbar 
would be lield iu tba afternoon. The official pmcloma- 
tton was written in English and the King and the Crown 
Prince wero in the royal palace, and the work of tronsla- 
ting it into Bengali was given to Bahu lUsiMRl Roy. 
Necessary amuigemenU were roado for the arrest and 
body-guards were stationed in proper places. In the sftet^ 
Aoon. tlio Mnharaja, the Crown Prince, and minirtertt 
were all present at the Residency. There was yet some 
time for the proclamation to be trnnBlated into Bengali 
and for this they had to wait outetde in the sun. The 
Crown Prince had beesn ailing already and the heat of the 
sun iircreased hiB itlnesa. Be returned home, saying 
that it was oot possible for him to beep standing any 
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Jonger, ami tbe Comtuaiider-iQ'Cliief followeiJ him, Then 
ili 0 MatiarEija went up the stflpw of tfio Residency Along 
wVtli Frince Jilla flingha juiii the Prinae MinUier, and 
here they met Mr. tiriiuwmHl, who nslietl of ihem iiifomn- 
ticui nUjul tfie Crown I’rinoe. The Muharoja toM him 
everything in detail iuid «.'nt a iiiflo to call lLo Priroje 
back- '.to his p{Hnting out that it waa beneath their 
dignity to keep ataniUng outaido, they were all allowed to 
Ptay in a room inside the liouec, Newn arrivEtl from tlio 
royal palace that Ttkendwjil 9 Ulitcsa was getting more 
and more .eehoiis, hot Mfi (Iriniwood said lo the Maharaja 
that unleM the Crown Prince camct tbe Commissioner 
woald not grant them interview, nor let thorn know the 
urdere of ibe Gqvertmjent. Hi* said that ibere would Iw 
another Durbar on tbe next inomirig at eight mtd they 
nui^l all he prcBeiu there. Said the Maharaja '* I will 
of course turn up. but I can give no assurance as regards 
the Crown Prince, for 1 am told fhal hia ailments are 
getting oiore and more serioue. I will however try my 
best to bring him." 

Then the Maliaraja wuot back lo lua pdace, and Mr. 
Grin^wood Btarted on his way to tail on tlie Prince. When 
Mr, Grimwood reached his palscc, the Prince did not come 
out. The AgfiOt asked him to do so, for h“ wUDled to see 
UoW ill tbe Prince was* so that be might explain mattera 
U) the Chief Commiaatunflr. Still the Prince declined ooming 
out. and Mr. Grimwood was oorely mortified. Tic repeated 
thp'visil on tlm next morning and sent word that he wanted 
to see the Crown Prinre. Even mw Tikendrajit expreswd 
his inability to oomc out. The Agent suggested tliat tbs 
prince might come Imroc in a palanquin, but tbf! I utter did 
not con sent. Highly aggrieved, the Agent weal hodk to 
ihe BeBidency. At eighl there was a JHirbar which no 
»,ne from ibe royal house attended. Ktilaclmndre wrote a 
letter 10 Lite .Ageirt aaying that the Crown Prince was lU. 

Si 
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and "no usefat purpose,*’ continued tbe Maljarajn, "would 
be served by my going,*-—for, if J nm alone, I uni sure not 
to be granted an mterview by tl« Ci^mmieemncr/’ 

At noon tbe Maharaja desp.'itcbed attothei letter ashing 
information about the ordutB of tlie ftovemment, Tbe 
CominisEHOOtir sent Babu Raeihtiil to watch rbe condition 
of the Crown Prince. Ttten he wrote a letter in answer 
to that of tba Mabaroja and wm it tbrough Mr. Grimwood 
and Mr. Siroson. Tbe contenisof this letter were—" Fmro 
to-'da^, Kulacdmndra is confirmed aa tbe Maimnija but as 
rikendnijit s conduct with tbe esc-tcing ^urncliandrn woa 
refmetorj, be ia to be banislied, oik! Kulaohandra must aasist 
in getting btm captured nmf sent to esile." Grimrvood 
wented R warrant for tlic arreat of Tikendrn and the Maba- 
raja was in a fir;. He said to the Agent that be could do 
nothing without conaiiltjng bis raimatere. Mr. Grim wood 
asked him to finish the conference in half an hour. 
Tiieti tbe Maharaja began hk Durbar and the Head Clerk 
of tbe royal palace explained the atitwtance of the letter. 
Maharaja then esked of tlie Crown Prince bis opinion on 
the matter. " If you think it proper." replied be. "do send 
incawfty." TIhi miniaiermwmiselled otberwiee. They asked 
the Maharajo to send a petition to tbe Chief Commiasioocr. 
Thk he did and in the letter thanked the British 
Government for acknowledging bim a» king and inh^mted 
that- tlie Crown Prince wsn then ill. nnA that he would 
he sent away os bwui oa be came round. The t>»titiun ww 
handed over to the Agent wki however wanted to have the 
Prince airested nt once. Then all of tliem implored Mr. 
Grimwood to use his mfluenoi- with tin- Commissi oner m 
t ial lit^ rrnght Tik^uilmju jinfi oapsurc him wbeti be 

waa all right again.. The Crown I’rince now wanted! to a«e 
the Agent Itiinsclf, and waa oirHed to hjrp in a litter, 
Mr, Grimwood was imw eotiiViacod about tie; genuine 
charaetor of bis ill.mss. Re then spoke ak.m (be Priuco 
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being’ iwrit on nddiDg that he wotilil gfil nn allowance 
wherever lie alayed and would be ullowcd to return if he 
behaved well. The Cmwn Prince aaid, *’Whatever be the 
decision of the royal court T will bow' to it. But msy I 
know* from yxiu why tlm Comuiraainner wanla to eJtilt' 
me ?" *■ It iH," ftiiawered the ,\gent, “due to your roa- 

hehuviour with BnraclKiiidm that you will be buniebeil from 
your land,'* Then he added another leijiiest for going to 
the Residenoy, " I caiuuit,*’ aaiil the Prince, *'go mm. I 
shall be there as soon ae I nm nit right." Rasik Babu who 
had Ijceti to the Princ»‘s place saw thut people were remov¬ 
ing vnrioue articles from there niul be saw also an array of 
soldlora. AU this he rc^nrted to the Agent, who, it is said, 
got iuforniatiou also from the Head Clerk of the royal 
palace. Afterwards the Head Clerk fled away and so did tha 
Bubjectfl living in the vicLtiity of tlie royal palace. There was a 
general rumour abrond that the Befltdeticy would be attacked. 

< » > 

The Firft War mih rim t'nplirii einti Ihetr Defeat. 

This night, the Boglitfh wen? all very an sinus and 
tlieti they sot at a ooofercaoe. The orders of the tlovcrra- 
ment could never Iw act at naught and it was decided to 
arrest Tikendrajit in the early hours, of the morning, Pire 
huiuired English soldiers preparcil for buiilo and ibis ihe 
Prince knew from bis spies. .At daybreak, the Bnglisii 
army was divided into three regiments. To the north 
went Mr. Brackenhury mid to the west Oaplniii Bucher 
with whom wijiit Mr. Lnwguanl as Ueutenant. The 
north gate was being guarded by the sepoys of Manipur, 
und they impluringly Hubmi(t«l to Mr. ftrneVenbury' 
that if liis men beliflved ill with thciii. Uiey woiihl 
be Isnitid to resist. Mr Brackenbitry said that lie Imtl 
aome iiiiportnnl malter u» talk over wiih the Prince 
which the sepoyo did not Ijclinve. They went tnride Um 
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fort and from there fired nt tJ» Einglish who repuJred 
to the tifliik of the river. They too now luy down on the 
ground 011(1 begon to lire from behind the bmtdh, Aa 
regards Captain Bucher, he set u ladder at the walls 
of the Priti(5i*'fl Imujio owl having surjiioi«nt(}d them entered 
his room. Here too Manlpuri wldiera were (juilo ready 
imd the two parties began to fight. Quarrels thus set in 
at those places, and the men of Manipur b^an to fire at 
the Itcsulency, Mr. Chattertati went to ijuell these 
people. Let us now follow the ii»vc«( 3 >t« of Captain 
Bucher. Having taken possession of the Prince's palace, 
he pnxjcxHled to lu-rest him. But on eatoriog the room 
where the Prince was supposed to be, he found to hie 
surprise that tlic Prince was not really there. To the 
west of the royal palace Mr. Chattorton captured Boventeeu 
Manipuri soldiers. Many shots were fired at the royal 
temple and a part of it was destroyed. The oloth of 
the sacred image of Brindabanchandni, the tutelary 
god of the royal family, was spoilt, and this aacrihsgloua 
act was resented by aU the inhahitonts who became 
mad With indignation. There wae a great commotion at 
the royal palace and suddenly there broke a shrill cry 
from there. Then luinds litgan to play anj fjearts 
of ail the people began to dance to its tune. Guns and 
cannon were fired all at the same time and a terrible fight 
act in. A shot struck Mr, Brockonbary which laid Iiim 
low. Mr. Chatliertou was tonibly attacked and the men 
of Captain Bucher were in a frenzy. Then informatimi 
was fient to the Residency to the effect thal unlesit Mr 
Cliaitertou and Captain Bucher were given reinforcemept, 
they would have to surrender at once. Mr. Bkioey went 
with sepoys to their aosiatanoe, and people at the Resi¬ 
dency were greatly frightened. 

Then, was a torrible Liaitk Jn whidi the casualties 
were heavy on both sides. a'Jie seisiys of the Etigliab 
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ivgre iiUitQtitdy dirfciiM nml took sliHtor in the Residency. 
The sc»li)ierA of ^T:mipur now LDvaded the stronghold of 
the English, firing at it from ihrce sides. They cut off 
the telegraphic lines snil at four o'clock the English were 
in a sore plight, Their sepoyn citinbed the walls and iiegan 
to fire in self-defence. Bat even tiiis could not damp tihe 
spirit of ilie men of Manipur. Terrific won iheir onslought 
and the stable wiis barnt down by caiinon-bnlls. A part of 
the Bosidency too was destroyed otul os the day drew towards 
its end, it appeared that tlie English «*ere in danger of 
being captured by the people of Manipur. Them was now 
talk of pence, nml the Chief Commissioner was serioualy 
pusxled over Suddenly tie blew a horn signifying ceasa- 
tion of hnstilities, Tikendrajtt who was enlm and sedate 
oven in trouble, could l*osr tbs sound and bo sent moS' 
sengers nil itntnd. Suddenly the boot ill tion came to s 
close. The people of Manipur w'w sorely indignant at 
this abrupt cessation of battle and in their deep chagrin 
they began to bite their lips. When they now saw their own 
kith and kin amongst the slain, their hearts blazed up 
with the thought of revenge. Some thought, '* Wliy Is 
Manipur in such a plight to-dsy ? Why have the English 
brought siidi woes on lier ? And why liave hostilities been 
slopped when the cnomy was in their I&st gasp? " The 
snapicions of ihtec people were now on the Princo himself, 
Sfjffle said that the best way wouhl be to avenge those 
wrongs by killiug Tikendrajlt and thero were men wdio w'ent 
mod over those tiuiugbta. Having heard nil theoo iliu State 
Offidals began gently to explain the facts of (he eoec to tho 
people who wore soon calmed. Then the Commioaioper 
wrote a letter which ran, " On wbai terms are jon willing 
to BUspomI warfare jind allow me a respite to consult tho 
views of the Viceroy? T will have, of course, to repair 
the telegraphic litiea. Please Jet na have nn answer os 
Kttrly as posairbLe/' Five Englishmen went near tJio 
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godown with a view to gottiug tlie repJy to tha laltoir. 
Here tbey began to confer wiib one another. One ad¬ 
vised flighty white aiiother |)oiDtod tlmt the Kagae anil 
tlio Kiiktft would fall u|)Oti them nitd destroy them outright. 
One of them feared that the fire of the caimnn won Id kill 
them too, while auuther held that catmou-balle would not 
reach ao high. A third gentleman said that they would 
easily be able to lire the mnnon, *' Wlifai we find them 
removing tha cannon, we atiull anatch theoe from them 
from our poaitton on the hill 9 — was the otiil suggestion. 
Aanttier proposal was that ought to mahe peace, to 
whicdi an objection was raised that it ;vould be compro- 
mieii^ their prestige. Tin* c.'<jn?ij|tiitjon was Unis going 
on when a tnnii of Manipur CHtiie tlicre with a letter which 
ho delivered to the tkiramissioner. Tim letter was in 
Bengali and ite oonu-nto umy in* uulliued thus,—" Un¬ 
fortunately there is no one in the palace now who is com- 
peteo^ to write in Kugliah. All that we cats gatlier from 
your letter written in Bnglieh is that you wiuiL to make 
peace. I am prepared to cease hostililiea, if yuur euliliem 
lay down flruia.” Having listened to the contonte of the 
letter, Mr. t^uiutoD asked them as to what the Maharaja 
meant by ^ laying down *' (literaily "abandotring "J anna, 
Mr. Cousias intorpretod it to mean handing over arms to 
the men of Manipur. Mr. Orimwodd demurred to thin 
mtorpretation, and Ilia view was that it meant simply cosso- 
tiou of husli titles. The Chief Cammisaioner decided to 
refer the matter to the Crown Prince. (Lf. t-136.) 

( 9 ) 

AnolurfimaTi Ailfcd. 

Mr. tirimwuod asked Hw bearer of the IcHer if they 
could call on itie Crown Prince. “ Why, certainly you 
can/' answered the liearer. Do swear to me and say 
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if ttwTO is any posnibility ol dncger tiiere"—retMated Mr, 
Gfimwiood. " Well/'naid tlic Wrtjr, "you nre as good 
as gods ht ufl, whut cbancp is tbcre of your being treated 
ill ?** 

"Thia bearer/* enid Mr. Grimwood to hia foltuv 
country Hint) j ’*16 knuwu to rue. 1 t>elieTo hi tn to be a 
tniaeil uervartt in tlie royal hoiisie/* Thou relying on their 
wunlSi the five meu* Messrs, (^utnion, Skiney. Grimv^xtod, 
StninoR, and Cousins, went out at eight o'cbck in the evea< 
ingalong with u Gurkha Butdier, When they reached the 
royal paiaen, Lbe Crown Prince was aaloep inthestorehnuse. 
Having received inlormatinn Jw raroe down and lield a 
ponference with Ihe Europenua. When Ihia meeting wau 
in progress, the sub|e(rl3 liiid tho soldiers were looking 
oa. They whispered aniongsi themsolves, some blaming 
Tikendrajit^ though o<me dared apeak his disapproval out. 
They were nil engcr to know the result of the Durbar, 
Said the prince-" Hava an end of this tnatte' at once. 
L«t your eepciyji nil lay down their arms. Your movements 
have filled us wiib apprehension and that k why we make 
such a rwjuefit/* The English tlwiight ibeae preiioeals 
insulting and vne Chief ComniisBianer did not agree. He 
«aJd that the Durbar would U* renewed nil llte momiug of 
the next day and they now separated. As soon ns the 
Prince was oui of aighl, the people began lo make clnniour. 
Mr. Oritowoexi ukeil the minister to escort them till they 
were outside the bouse. Thu minister nsked tha jiarroi fftri on 
of the PnnCB who aatd, "Go yntt miiat. Do accompany 
them till they are at a. safe distance from here." The 
Englishmen caring near thv door to gi> nutaidf' when the 
men of Manipur ihtit it. Some hurt ibnm with the biitt^nd 
of a gun. some threw brickbnis, wliilo others hurled slabe 
nf stones. "Out with ihrin—kill them'‘—wastliecry 
and iforne one struck Mr. SimBon whoao life was aavud only 
l!«cau?ie of a iTamadar narnoil ^lAtrii Singiia who took out his 
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own turban nrnl boimd up tlic wntinds. Tlio Eitj^liahmon 
came down, ojmI like mad men tlw pcoplo of I^fanipur 
{mruutifi tbeui. One of them »tnick Mr, OrUiiwoiMi with 
his lance QUel the wound proved fntiil. The JamodArt the 
ininictiert ami a few ofSdHjft iriud flitdr bcRl to SAve the 
Enghshmen froiii lieiiig harmed, Jntra Singha piisbeil the 
door open and Iho noise nl Uie great bubhuU reoohed the 
COT? of the Prince who come bock and (lie Monipuria fled 
pellniflll, lie lalked to the Ohtd i^immssiooer nml kept 
the jnninr roiniaier in cliarge ef the Flogliuhnien, This 
luiniabBr apiuiotcd icii gtiarda to took Aftt^r lIm! men under 
his care. The t«enior tninister Thaiigal liad Iwen holding a 
coiifercncG, and after iho hreakiiig of the meeting gone 
back to the fort. When report of tlictM) events rvaohed his 
ears he wa« sure!; puxsIeiL At this time tlHire was a knuek 
St hie door and soiuetiody came in after taking due permis* 
siot). It WAS an old man, who said that the writing of ttie 
sacred scripturea could never prove folae. Tlio priiuu 
minister asked him to eaplaln in detail what lie meant. 
Batd the old man, ** Why, you cos consiiit tiie Imly hooka 
yourself. It is written that tlierc will lie grim warfare in 
the land of Manipur and that the gods will be appeased 
with iho Itlood of five lUiotnieB. If the live enemieii Iw now 
birrietl together, it will be all for our good.** The prirat) 
minister replied that be bud iudeed heard such a folktaJo 
but it was not written in nay iiook:. I l>eg to rooull 

that propliiicy to you aDBwere<l the old man, 

tin A ii* the buttle tm>didedand llietc are tlie fivetnennes. 
One of the 111 has already been sacrifi ced and but for the 
iiiturccasion of the Urowii Prince, the remaining four 
would httVb shared the same fate by this time. Mow is 
the time for iminoiatuig h nmiti* boiugs, but the Crown 
Prince la both n fool and a knave.*' So saying, tho old 

man liegen to tremble in the ex(.a;se nf hia emotioD. Tho 

prime minister oohotl him to be calm. " Even to^lay 
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have I lost two of tn; sons"—the old man moaned 
out end began to beat h!s bosom with both, bondn. The 
nuDietcr implied, " That ttie EngUsli Lave done wrong 
catmol be gainsaid. But iLcy now seek our auelier ^uid 
tliere can be no killing a suppliant. It cantiut be helped of 
course; many people come to fieek protection when in 
misery and difficulty. They have provoked JuMtililies wilh 
UR imd having no other aUemative, liave climbed down 
now. For orJuenng their owq ends nothing ia too lud, 
tuo low for them. Had they got the Crown Piinoo in their 
dutches, they would have sentenced him to transponatiotr, 
or even taken his life." 

Another man argued thus, "Listen tome, great minister. 
The Crown Prince haa done the duty of a Eahattriya by 
stopping warfare," The minister retorted—"Talk you 
of duty in connection with tlietu ? Had the Prince 
beeri defeated, would they have come to any terms 9 " Then 
the old man who hai! hrst come in appealed to Ihc minister, 
—" l>o slay the Englieb and vitidicate the honour of 
Manipur." Then premier Thangal pondered over the 
matter for some time and after this called out to damadar 
IJsaiva—" Hand these men over to the erecutioner and let 
their mouths be stopped for good," The naughty old man 
was highly elated at this and went to call a headsman, but 
alas I what a hoinouH act the prime mitiistor was going ti» 
da ? It ia written in the aacred scriptures of the Hindus 
that a gnest must be weleotruKl and Iroated with boepitality 
even though he might be a deadly enemy. And what n sin 
this great sinner Thangal committed and he y«t profeasod 
Hinduism t He would indeed eat the hard fruits of his 
sin. The pity of it was that a large number of innocent 
people bud to sIirtu the paniahment with him. Be that aa 
it may. it must be noted that this impious Thangal left 
an indelible blot on the fair name of Hindu. And it 
renda my heart to narrate the event that followed,—the six 
6a 
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unfortunate men lost their Live? [or nothiog, Jamadar 
Uwba thought within himself, '* HutidredB of men ha^ been 
befmadcd by the orders of thia minister, but hombte indeed 
is bis coiQiijaad of to-day.'* He, therefore, went with 
Jfttra Singha into the house of the Crown Prince and let 
him know of the matter The Prince waa startled at the 
inldligcnoG. Said he, ** It will be all over with os, X am 
afraid. Let us burry ofi to him." 

The Prince came to Thimgal and enquired, " Bo tell us 
if you have given the order for killing the Eiiglishniei].'' 
Dn the minister's answering in the affirmative, the Prince 
remarked, Alaa. alas, why did you jmsathie terrific order ? 
It la a grievous sin to kill one who is under protection. And 
to-morrow there ahall certainly be peace," Thasga] 
retorted saying, *' Von are an urchin and what do you 
understand of these things ? If it is within one's reach, what 
hsrm ia there in killing an enemy 7 I have been a minia- 
ter for three generations having served with your grande 
father G-ambhir Singha and also with your father and I can 
claim to have some experience of State affairs.' "But don't 
you know," tmawered the Prince, "what harm the slaugh¬ 
ter of the English will do to you ? And over and above 
this, being a Hindu, will you go agaimt tha tenets of your 
religion ? It la I who have given protection to the 
Slnglishmen. I have bad to resist a hundred attempts at 
theii lives—then don't you know that these Engliab are of 
mighty strength ? ' ** Why," persisted Iha minister, *' we 
can well drive them beyond Cachhar. It is because of you 
that all these troubles have occurred, and strange it is that 
you, of all men, should aide with the English t It ia, on 
account of the attempt at ypur amst, that so many men 
have bat their lives and the country ia in such peril. What 
hopes can you eutertain of pesce7" The Ehinee replied, 
" Wo shall al! be ruined. Do listen to my advice when 
(here is yet time.” The Prince fell into sleep before he 
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biid fiuiabcd aad Uie mlmdier called n beaier Younglurba 
and aeiied him ta deliver the EDglialunen to the cxecutiDOAr, 
Ho aaid that such were the orders of the Crown Prineet and 
Tinding Ihe Prince asleep there the bearer boliBPcd in the 
minister's words. He thought that the Prince bad fallen 
aaieep after dcUvering the capital sentence. He now 
entered the Durbar room and communicated the orders to 
.Tatra aol Caarba who were in charge of the Engliehmcn. 
Thun came an iion-aituth wlm made them wear ehachles 
and a watchmaii took, them out of the room. Then (be 
rejeti lieadftmiin Dhana Singba bj uomc cut off their heade 
with a weapon called fadoutanp. The heads of the five men 
were collected together and buried. The one Gurkha who 
had ooQie with the English claO lost bia life in the aatne 
and the barbariatia of Manipur began bo dance gleefully. 
They fancied that their heinoua acta had tlie aanction of the 
holy scripturea, and being very much eiaLed, the witd men 
began to indulge in orgios of merriiuent. The presiding 
gi;Hlileso of luch in tho tmuse of Ghambhir Siagba was 
flbocked and she left her old place to horror. (LI, 1-174.1 

( 10 ) 

Let us now see whal bappetttd at the Bealdeocy after 
tile five men had started for the royal palane. Those who 
were in fiotiod body took their meals, and aatnii of Lhcm fell 
aolwsp. Of tlic wounded, Braofcanbun' and some Gurkhas 
succumbed to their injuries at ten o’clock at Digbi. When 
it wttft found that the five roco had not relonied even attw« 
ia the morning, Cnpiain Baib became very ansioua and 
woke Mr. Chntterlon up. They fised their gase towards 
tlte rojftl palace. The Durbar house was only about a 
hundred yanhf off frem the Rcsidfincy, and it being but a 
dav-previous to the full moon, everything looked beauiilul 
in the light. They began w ponder over the canse ol ilie 
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delaj*. It was four hours that they bnA gone there and 
what could tlicy have to do so long to that den ol the devil? 
But it did not lUrike anyone that they ought to go forward 
and see wluit was happening. AIbb. if thay bad only dona 
tiieir part of their duty, the five men might not have [oat 
their live*. Rad the men at the Ee«itfeney been on their 
guard, could Thangat havo been so daring? The oDiae 
rt'ouJd have awakened Tikcndra and hr would certainly have 
utopped the ataughter. But ahiLB, what waa fsied came 
alwiit, And suddenly cannon were fixed at the Residency 
itsell. Hundreds of gune were shot and lour canmm 
roared. *lhe walls of tho Residency were tasted to the 
ground and the inmates were all ut their wit'* end, They 
thought that the five men liod been Ltnprisoned, and tliere 
being no one left competent to guard ths Residency, the 
Mattipuris met with no r^istance. 

They advanced and surrounded the place from all aides. 
The doors of the store-room broke down and they rushed 
upon the wall which fell down with a mighty crash. The 
Boglish wore in great panic and went out through the 
windows to save (heir lives. They rtiuhed along the way 
to Cacldiar, Mrs. Orimwood shimug tho way. Shu had 
many a time passed along that route and was. tlierofore, 
well-acquainted with the roads. Two hundred Gurkhas 
aooompauied tbcuii but innumerable articles and guns were 
left behind. The dead did ttol reooivo the last funeral rites, 
and the wounded lay nneared for. The Maui purl r did not 
attempt to ehook their Bight. Their interest was only (o 
wiae tho store-room. The Rusidenoy waa tho home of their 
^nemiES ; they burnt it down mid then went back in gleeful 
apirita. The Rngliab left the place at two o’doak, and met 
with DO impedinumta in the couroo of their Bighte. The 
day after, they were aouti pinched with hunger and thirst 
and wore in a eoni plight. They were now very mneb 
unnerved ond leatloas. Each went wherever ho liked and 
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many a person lost thoir lives for waul of food and water, 
nnd others ware killed hy tiMi wild tribes anch aa the Nagsa. 
the Kukls, or by wild animala like the tiger. Mrs. 
Grtmwoud was dreaacd hb a Gurkha and began to walk witli 
a turlmn on, Od the way florae stibiocteof Manipur Jell ui«u 
them and Captain Buehor kiUed ftvn of ibe stxagglerK wiih 
thn help of a gun. They all plodded Oiolr way on md 
after wnne time fell in with a miniber of sepoys. The 
tight of these struck terror in iheir hearts, hut il was nooo 
other than Captain CowJ^ who, according to previous 
inslnictioi#, was on his way to Manipur with iva huntlred 
sepoys. They now oil juined together into a party and 
walked on to Caehhur safely. Of thofie who in their 
extreme terror and nervonaiiesa had left ihn ranks and 
strayed owny, many foil into the hands of Manipuris and 
wore put undor arreal Among thosfi.tncn, who fouiid their 
way back to Manipur, wero Messrs, Williain, Melville and 


{in 

From Cachhnr, Tanm and otlrar places, the Engliah 
gut information of the tragic oqcurreneo at Mnoipur. The 
Viceroy Lord Londsdowne was higldy abocked by the fell 
news which hud been sfliit to him hy wire, ft wsa believed 
that the five raen were still in custody, nod hence atlarapta 
were at first made for their releaBO. Mr, Grant rcceivtd 
ordeiw at Tamu to proceed to Manipur with eighty men. 
It was arranged to despatch soldiers on all aidvs aral gra¬ 
dually news was orally circulated from month to mouth. 
Everything was now known to all. Eosik Babu wired 
to the Viceroy saying that Mr, Qnintgn along with hvie 
©there had bad their tmada chopped off. Tbo Viceroy was 
awfully bewildered by this news and sepoys were desspalch- 
ed from all eitlee. Mr, Grant had. however, already 
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atarted from Tamu, and nobody asked him to ho M 
The Viceroy issued a procUmaHon saying that tbe Moni- 
puris bad been guilty qf Iieiiioiia cffimcea, that the trimea 
would all be duly nvcDgad and tJwt no efforta would be 
spared to make good the loaa they had inflicted. Arrange- 
mente were act on foot on a huge scalo. Soldient were 
sent from the Punjab mid ao aluo from Assam, and English 
floldtera rushed lowords Mauipur abng the ixmtes from 
Afisam and Bufioa. ravaging iho places that fell on their 

(U. 1*34.) 


( 12 ) 

Let ii« now return to the Prince who had fallen asleep 
after forbidding Tlnmgat to uke the lives of the EngTish* 
men. Hia real was disturbed by the ocise and by the rajr 
of cannon and bo ijmckly roAo up. He shouted aJond a 
comiuand to give up arim at once, and ttimi came to know 
of tbe miusncre of the Engitah and ataq of the burning of 
the Kesidency. Tbe Prince was at bis wife end at thie 
informationbis countenance was covered with gloom mii] 
bis bead bent doivn msiiame. Wtioa Maharaja Kulacbaiidrs 
came to know of all this, be too waa cod founded. The 
Crown Prince and be began both to liimeni logetbcr, for 
they wall roalifloii that the country had been plunged \ato 
deep misery. Thangat was* Imwever, uadnimted and 
odvisod the Maharaja to tell lies. He made the latter send 
information to tlio Viceroy, telling him that ibe men liod 
dll fallen in battlis. And he, further suggested that they 
abouid proparu for war. But noon beaded ius advice. The 
Crown Prince asked ilic B&id Clerk of ib« royal Imusebold 
us to what ougla to be done, -for things had Indeed reached 
acrisis. Bntnan Babu,—^ttie Head Clerk—said that they bad 
now to depend only on the Almighty, a* (heir sUuatlan bod 
become too critical fur human oonttol Ti^ Prince wnnteA 
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10 write out a letter lo the Viceroy expluniog everything. 
He then called in Janaki Babu and Besik Bahu and 
showed them everything around the bouse. He also pointed 
out to them the places where temples bed been destroyed. 
Next he set the British prisoners irce, who niunberod twti 
hundred men, He provided them with food, dolbea and 
escorts to lead them out of the country. Jnnaki Bsbu, 
Kasik Babu and Baman Babu—these three stayed behind at 
the request of the Prince wbo with their help wrote out a 
letter to the Viceroy and bad it sent through messengers. 

rLi, 1.7g.> 

(13) 

■jrrjMl rtf (hr Lien(fiuritt-Governor Grant, and the 
iVarrA of the Engtiah, 

Mr. Grant reached Manipur with his eighty men. 
Nobody tiiougbt that the English would como so 
soon, nor did any one esactly remember tmw the precise 
cause of their qt:arroL He fell upon the subjects that he 
tame sc-ros#^ on his way to Manipur, None could resist the 
onslought ol Mr Grunt, and then a group of people having 
cut down blocked Ms way with these trees. But this 
was of uo avail against Mr. Grant. The Manipnris were 
struck with piQie and gave way, A party of hundred 
men next aTtAcked Mr. Grant but he drove them three 
milea nff. The newa of the masaacre of the captive 
Eoglishmen reached hia tars but he could not believe in it. 
For bad these men been really killed, then the Government 
would certainly have called him back. He reSccted thus 
and rentinued in bis march. It was he that viiidicated 
(be prestige of the Kngllah. He had to surmount many ob¬ 
stacles on the way kdore he was able to reduce the roynl fort 
oi Thobsl. This fort was fourteen miles from the capital 
and lay on tbs way to Tama. The Crown Frtuce sent 
Mr. William, one of the captives, with aa escort of 
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bo<)j guards to Tliobal. Mr. Grant iatrodiioed hirntM^l f % 
Hewlett, and William advised iiira ta retire along with hia 
men. TIid redoubtable gerterol now began to work his way, 
fighting the Monipuria and performing imposBihle feats. 
AtPakl the ManipurissuataiuBd a defeat, of wltich, however, 
neither the hlabaraia nor the Cm wo Prince knuw anything. 
They did not oontumplate the prospect of war and did not 
send any troops any where. It is at each a critical tiitio tliat 
mtoiaters give each a Eeparate opinion, Kone listens ta 
otberH and ead) hlamea the rest, thus forming a vuritable 
babel. The plight of Manipur was now known to at], and 
the Manipurie residing in other conniriea blo^ in resent¬ 
ment At this. There were no less thani thbrty-five thdueand 
Manipuris resident in Cachhar alone and they now rushed 
to their mtiTe country in groups. Those who were in 
6ylhct, Silchar, Bhillong and Dacca, were also filled with 
indignation at this terrible Bituation of their mother¬ 
land. The English Govemmeni were clever enough to 
explain the real situation to them and they were calmed. 
There w'cre many hill-tribes residing around Manipur and 
these too, finding the opportunity, began to cause trouble. 
The British Government had got information of all these 
and were en^od in making prBparationa on a grand scale. 
Tl^y wanted to attack Manipur from three sides, that is, 
from Cachbor, Kohim a and Tamu, and in all these places 
huge arrangemente were set on foot. From Bengal 
soldiers were sent out on ships and they reached Kobima 
along the Brahmaputra. Eight thousand eoldiers and ton 
cannon, siitoen thouBand soldiers and two doctors were 
sent to the war along these three routos. A leirific 
intolligoDoe now reaefaed Manipur, It was given out that 
thirty thousand Boldiem were coming there, and Oeneral 
Thangal repeatedly urged the Habantia to make preparations 
for War. Many leaders ol hill-tribes offered their assistance. 
The anbjecta too made their request to the Crown Prince, 
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but he hneHed nonft, Tliaitgat usbed permi»piAti Ht the myul 
rourt bo oiohiUee a Urge army, He Kuid that ^lince the hill' 
tribes promised help^ tie coald^ it Ite were attowed, get 
together a tsc of men for the pur pone. But the peneimien 
eras not giTon and the tribal leaders all said that the 
Maharaja and the ('rowe Prirtce were tioth out Of their vita. 
They made preparatiotiSt each oa he likeil, but tin good eame 
of it For Tvoitl of n commaiideT-in'Pbief. (U, 1-72,) 


( H > 

The English enter dfanipar «rt(i ihr Mnharnja fiift nirnp. 

(reneral Colet uitfl the leader of the foreea aeni out tn 
Manipur. On the 20ih Apriii he left Kohijua with all Ida 
men. Before he had ieache<L Manipur he wnl n measenpr 
to tile Maharaja aayiiig, " Should you look to yniir own 
good, do tKA make any aitonipi to fight with tis. If you 
aurrendet and set'k our protection, you wilt be welt treated. 
Blit if you want to make war, know this tliat death 
Bwnita yon." 

Ko one showed any enmity lo Cnlet, but hie ranks 
wore thinned by fever and elmlera, When he wiio eloee to 
the capital, lie receivei] an answer to bis tetter. Wrote tlio 
M.ahnraja, " I had never bad any mind to make W’iir on 
yon. tt is due to the eApriros of destiny that «nch a dis¬ 
aster hne happened, Even now I don't want to fight. I 
was all idOitig fui friendly temts with you, and it is unfortu¬ 
nate iJial those eonlial rolntions with the English Bhoutd 
have been hroketi, I am just leaving thci?apital and sIiaII 
return ivhen (here in any pm8|»ct of peace." The araiy 
fnim Cadihar and Sllchar arrived and they bod severe 
skirmishes with tlie men of Manipur. Wlieti tlic army frvm 
Tnmu reached Paid, ilH?y had a aeve-e enfwuntcr with ilie 
inhabitants, Tlicse jwuple wtire without guns and cannon 
M 
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itfid «till they fought in ft munner wbkh amoved thn English. 
Tluft dftv oiftQy Mnnjpuris ware ftoni to their graves and 
liencoforth none else offered itny resiBtftnee In the English. 
It was on the 13th of Baiahakh (Apn)> in the year 1396 
B.$.. that tlie MahnrajA tli^l aw&y from his capltftl. The 
Grown PrincCt i\vi generals tun) the high offioials nil left the 
country. Even the subjects want away with their valuable 
properties. The Ei^lish took ftossession of Manipur wilfa- 
otit ft struggle. FTad tJje Muhnraja and the Crown Prince 
offered more fight, who knows what would have been the 
fate of tho country 7 

From tlireu nidea the Englinb tioldiara reachtid the vid- 
iiity of (Ite cnpHal, all ftt a time. There were no men for 
five or six milee and the eoldiers d»»] llietr guns 'm the 
diiection of the capital in a warlike foahiou. The liberty 
of Manipur was now a thing of the post t The English 
went At brat in the Residency where tliero were some graves 
of Englishmen. They found to their iadignation that these 
graves had been demolished. After a good deal of search 
all around, tlie soldiers managed eUtverly to bring away a 
lew' inhabitants whe acknowledged alkgiance to the English 
ami .sought out n few hunian (teads. These, of coarse, 
belonged to the unfortunate five and tiia conquerors duly 
buried thcuu Tticy wore nffame with anger and grief, and 
Oeneral Coict now issoed a Proclamatinn Bsylng tiiat the 
reign of Kulacbnudra was now over, that tiui English were 
henoeforth rulers of Manipur and that tboac who provoil 
n'catcitrant would get proper punreUmeni, He taaued 
uiioiher Proclonjution offering a reward of nipees Dvo 
thonwnd each for the ftrn*si ii( the Maharuju nmJ the 
Crown Prince ; two thousand for Tliurigul, a tlioiisumJ for 
each of tin: genorolu {tml tlie .trif</ufurs. PieoplB wetit out in 
quest of these men and a strenuuua searedt (vae made e.tieiid- 
ing ro the IwhIm of the to Chhia and Siam. Colot 

iSiuied ii Ihtnl Prociamatjon, this tniiC inviting tin? ftubjects 
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to tbeir re«pect[ve boinea. Ha announced that (he gallt; 
itould be duly puniabed and (hat do coo in the land would 
be albwed (o keep anna. People were asked to hand over 
their gum to the Bngliah witbin a week. If any odo were 
fooDd to poaaesa any gun after that period, be would be 
hanged or trantported. (LI. l-Tft*) 


( 16 ) 

Arr^tst, Trials Punishmtnt and the Nete Regime. 

Alter this the tutnister Tbongal was trapped by a device 
and brought captive to the Engliah court. The Maharaja 
was hiding bimaclf in the land of the Kukfa and he w'as 
caught after a lew days by some Manipuha. Anrangementa 
for his trial were set on foot, but there was no trace of the 
Crown,. Prince, Balatam Sii^ha waa a Hekitn (a medical 
practitiotier) at Manipur, aitd in bis luiuse the Crown 
Prince lay hidden. He one day asked Balaram to ih' 
form the authorities about hia stay id the latter's pla^. 
fialaram advised conoealtnent, on which the Prince said— 
‘^Arrested I most be some day or otlisr. Why, let some- 
body elae got five thousand rapeee on my account t" 

UmwiltiDgly did Palarani lodge information about the 
Pitnce, and aubedar Katendra Singha at once came up. 
" Spare roe to-day." said the Prinoe, " for, it is my birth¬ 
dayi will go to^murrow.” Yet, for the sake of money 
Kalendra took him away on that very day. In the prison, 
they all lay as captives, and praparotiDtis for their trial were 
in progross. They were tried by a special tribunal, and 
all the aocueed wore sentenced to death. An appeal was 
preferred to the Viceroy who oomrouted the sentence on 
Kulscbandra to mile. The death-sentences on Tikendrajit 
and on Thongol and his aocompltces in the murder were 
upheld. Those wlio had taken up arms against the Queen 
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Empress were aentcticcd lo trudsporUtiou for life. These 
orders were given oul on Tiiunsds^', Itio 39t]i of Sravatt 
(•luiy), end then, a ticaffold being made ready, Uie nocuBod 
were all tianged. Tliousiuide of people catue to witness tbc 
scene and tlerc were e^en Nago and Euki women eiuoiigsi 
tiwni, BO uni versa! indeed were the foelmgs reused on 
this oocKsion, They came U> have u isai sight of their ow'n 
'Crown Prince, nud ictm gushed down iheir breasts at the 
piteous sight t Thaiigal was raised forcibly to the seoSold 
but the Prince seemed to offer hisuerk with great readiness. 
When the hatiging was done, all the people of the land 
W‘ere in dee{r niourning. The other convicts were bound 
mid sent up to Itic Andatmiii lslaiid« (L) 


( 16 J 

Let ua now yee whai new arraiigenienta were made. 
There was a man in Manipur uiuncd rhowbie -Uin, and Ite 
had a son called Ohoraeband. They were the descendants 
uf Narasingha, utid this CfauKudiniid waa installed on the 
throne by the English, Ele was made to ascend ibe throne 
in 1907 when he was only live years old. He is still alive, 
holding the rank of a Kaja. He was berund to the English 
by a treaty comprising various oonditiom. If ibc Raja of 
Manipur liappens to visit British liiilia, eleven, guns will 
be bred in his honour. Unly the king's eldest son will 
lieaceforth be entitled to iho ihruuL', A brother could 
succeed, If ouly the king died childless. But everyone shall 
have to get his title approved of by the British tlovernjnoot. 
A revenue uf fifty thousand rupees shall have to be paid 
annually to tile Brttisli Raj. The reigning prince must 
always give his eonsent to the ucts uf the Driiish Govern* 
nient who, in their turn, would rensidcr the fitale na a 
Prutecled one. (Lh l-lQ.) 
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